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PREFACE. 



'TpHE Letters prefented in this volume 
to the publick, will, the editor of 
them hopes, be found entertaining, in- 
tcrefting, and ufeful. Several of their 
writers rank high in the records of fame ; 
and all of them were the friends of vir- 
tue, piety, and moderation... 

The taftc of the prefent times Appears 
to relifh publications of this kind : and, 
provided they be undertaken with deli* 
cacy and judgment, it may not be amifs 
to indulge and gratify it. — " That pub- 
" lications like this, (fays Mr. Duncombe, 
" in his preface to the Letters of Arch- 
** bifhop Herring) in which nothing is 
** faid that can offend, nothing but what 
" muftpleafe, or inform, and intereft the 
" reader, are allowable and meritorious, 

" appears 
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•* appears from the correfpondence of 
" many refpeflable perfons of our times 
" having been conveyed to the prefs by 
^' their beft friends and rcprcfentatives." 
— Confiderable pains have been taken to 
render this collection as little exception- 
able as poffible. Indeed, confidering the 
variety of letters contained in it, it could 
not be fuppofed, that all of them would 
pleafe the editor alike; and fome he 
has ventured to infert^ as tending, among 
other things, to (hew the excellent tem- 
per and difpofition of their writers>^ or 
of others mentioned occafionally,-f- to- 
wards 

• Partkolarly Dr. Warborton'i, Since whofe excel- 
Ittttly wcU-wricten and candid Letters were printed off, 
a Friend* to whom they had been commttBicated* makea 
the followiog remark on a paflage in N®' LXll, p. 
joS ; where the writer, fpeaking of the Difqaiiitions, 
fayi, / mrijk fuca/t to them tu much as yom esm do. — -• * 
" Thii b faid on the candid fappofition, that the Dif* 
qaifitort meant to imfrovi our prefent eccieiiaftical fyftem. 
We now know for what othr ends, &c." Some allow* 
ance maft be made for Dr. Warbarton'i ciTility to Dr. 
Doddridge, when he wrote this letter, which might pro- 
bably add ibme ilrength to his manner of exprcf&ng 
himfelf in it. 

t See particularly N- XXXIV. 
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wards perfons of a different perfaafion 
from themielves ; and that their candour 
did not yield even to that of its warm« 
eft friends and admirers. 

Thefe Letters were put into the edi- 
tor's hands, by their venerable pofTeflbrt 
with whofe friendftiip he has been ho- 
noured for many years, merely for his 
amufement. On perufing them, he was 
{o much pleafed with their various ex- 
cellencies, that being defirous of com- 
municating fbme degree of the fame plea« 
fure to others, and thereby of affording 
Ibme fcrvice to his worthy and excellent 
Friend, he folieited the publication of 
them. His requell was, at firft, attended 
with fufpenfe and hefitation : but fbme 
judicious peribns being confulted on the 
occafion, and finding they approved of 
the defign, and were difpofed to encou- 
rage it, all difficulty was removed, and 
he found himfelf at liberty to engage 
in the undertaking. He knew of no 
other perfon, who was likely in his dead, 
to do this; and as there were circum- 

flances, 
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fiances, which required difpatch, he was 
not willing to lofe any time in mak- 
ing uncertain, and, moft probably, fruit- 
lefs enquiries. 

The motive for the publication of thefe 
Letters — which is, to affift the venera- 
ble relift of the eminently good Dr. 
Doddridge; and at the fame time, to 
ferve the caufe of truth and virtue, 
charity and moderation — will, the editor 
trufts, recommend it to the favourable 
notice and regard of all candid and be- 
nevolent perfons, and be a fufficient a- 
pology for the undertaking. If it be 
made fubfervient to thefe purpofcs, he 
will think himfelf amply rewarded for 
that time and attention, which amidft 
his various and important avocations, he 
has bellowed upon it. 
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It has been fuggefled, that Letter XVII, is too long and foleam 
for the occafion on which it was written; efpecially confidering 
the amiable charaaer of the perfon to whom it was addreiTed* The 
editor thinks fo too: but as it is now too late either t« omit or 
ihorten it, he hopes it will be read with proper allowance; and 
he even flatters himfelf, that it wiU have its ufe, particularly with 
thofe of his readers, who may be in circumflances of pain and 
afflidion. 



^:3* ^TAtf Profits ariftng from the Publication of theft 
Letters^ will be prefented by the Editor to the 
Doaofs Widow. 



, - , i^.i. ., i » w i,i M i f i i ^ n i fj o ' . i d ^ i\j i ^{joM * ! J 



L E f T fe R § 



TO AND VKONt THE RE7IRINO 



PHILIP DODDRIDGE, •D. tt; 



"" r'-" 



LETTER I. 



Fftbiii rkk Kti. Mft; eLAftk.* 



DEAR PHIL.f St. Albati's; March i8, i7i<>* 

1 Received bo^h yoiif letters, ktie fermef i^hcii 
Bt Ldndon the week before laft} and the lattfcr 
f feftfertUy. I had Mt^ to fbh mm, bdt thit 
I hare been very bufy in preparing a piece for 

B thfe 

* Ater»trai Dh CKflc df St: AlWB'i,' » ^li8hi DK 
DSaandge was under very ^afticulkir obligations |ii tfie 
toor/b of his edacatioQ, and ^udies. '^ To hiqi, I jmaf 
tnlf {ty, that nnder God, i owe even myfelf, and ill 

nJy 

f Mr. Doddridge was now in his eighteenth year. 
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the prds, viz. * A CoUeftion of the Promifes of 
Scripture, ranged binder their refpeftive heads, the 
texts at length, in two parts-, containing the 
bleffings promifed, and the perfons to whom the 
promifes are made -, with an appendix, of pro- 
mifes relating to the future ftate of the church; 
and a pre&oe, giving an account of the ufe^ 
and rules for the applicatipn of the promifes.* 
I at firft defigned it for the ufe of the young 
people of this congregation, but am now per- 
fiiaded to print it, as what may be more gene- 
rally- uiefid. 

I have 

my opportonitiei of publick ofefulnefi in tbe church ; to 
him* who wis not only the inftrudtor of my childhood 
and yooth in the principles of religion, but my guardian 
when an helpleft orphan, as well as the generous, tender, 
fidthfal friend, in all my advancing years.'* See his Fu- 
neral Sermon for Dr. Clark, and Mr, Orton*s Life of Dr. 
Doddridge, page 7, 2d edition.* 

* It if impoffibk, we cannot but think, for any unprtjudicetf 
perfony who his the Icaft pretenfions to religion or goodnefs of 
heart, to read, with attention, Mr. Orton's Account of Dr. Dod- 
dridge*! Life, and not to enteruin a very high idea of him. Mr. 
Orton waa intimately acquainted with the Dodor, had the beft op- 
portunities of knowing his real chancer, and appears, throagh the 
whole of his performance, to be a perfon of great integrity, and 
Incapable of advancing any thing which he did not believe to be 
ftriaiy true. From the whole of his account, *lhe Dodor appears 
CO have been a perfon of flncere piety, eame(Uy defirons of being 
ferviceable to mankind in their higheft intereils, of uncommon di- 
ligence and application, of great fenfibility and benevolence of heart, 
of diAinguiflied capacity, and of a truly amiable temper and difpo- 
thion of mind. M<mibly Review^ far Feb. 1766.^** Dr. Doddridge's 
Life (fays Mr. Orton, in a Leuer to the Editor of thefe Letters, dated 
Nov. 6, 1781) coil me immenfe pains» and helped to break my coo- 
ftitution. But 1 hope it hath done, and will do, fome good | though 
thoff who I think on many acconnts ihould have paid tbe greateft 
attention to it, htve regarded it leaft.** 
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• I have herewith fent you Langius for Mr. Jen- 
mngs*s:|: peru(al : there are fome things in it which 

I doubt not he will be pleafed with, and parti- 
cularly the ftrefs he lays upon the neceflary me-, 
thods for reftifying the diforders of the will and 
afFedlions, a$ the eflential bufinefs of education ; 
which yet is genefally too much overlooked, and 
meafures taken rather to pufF up with pride and 
vanity, than to implant and cultivate rfic habits 
of piety, humility, - and felf-govemment. You 
will therefore find in that book, what will dc- 
ferve your confideration. 

I am glad to hear you have fo well recovered 
your health. I hope it is, becaufe God deiigns 
to make ufe of you as an inftrUment of his glory, 
Jmd that therefore you will look upoii this pro^ 
vidence as laying you under a further obligation 
to do what you can to fit yourTelf for diat pur- 
J)ofe. You hdve now your time entire for trea- 
illrihg up Valuable knowledge linder the condu& 
of a very worthy tutor; and as ! doubt not 
you improve that advantage to the iittermoft, 
ib i am defirous it may be continuisd to you as 
long as pofiible : for X would have you fiimifli- 
cd, not with a bare fiiperficial tiafte of lito^ture, 
but with fo rich a ftock of folid knowledge as 
B 2 ^ may 

t The Rev» Mr. John Jenniags, who was Mr. Dod- 
dridge's tutor, kept an Academy at Kibworth, in Lei« 
teftcrfliirc, a gentleman of great learning, pic^y, and afc- 
fulnefs ; ^author of ' Two Difcourfes on preaching Chrift^ 
Sec* which at their ^rft publication, two Biihops of the 
Chorcfa of England, publickly recommended to the pe^ 
mfal of their clergy, at their vifiutions. 
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may abundtatly qualify you for whatever fervice 
God fhaU caU you to in his church. Therefore 
now is yoiu: time for thorough improvement; 
for when you are called to publick work^ you 
will mtet with a thoufand avocations. Clofe rea« 
icHiing, a ptrfeft acquaintance with the icripture, 
and the methods of allying mod effeftually to 
the oonfeiencea of men* are what I in particular 
rsoommend to yoiu- diUgcat application. In or*- 
der to acquire feme fkiU in what I mentioned 
hA, it is ncceilary to ftudy the paiEons and the 
iecret fprings by which men arc moved, and the 
Icveral princsplee upon which they generally aft, 
but efpeciaUy one's own heart*, a thorough know- 
ledge of that will lead you the diredteft way 
iotq the breaft of another. But I need not. by 
fiich hints to anticipate. the inftruftions of Mr. 
•Jetmlnga upon thefe fubjefts. 

It would give me, I doubt not, an agreeable 
CAtertainmfint, if you would when you have an 
<qpportunity, fend me fome of your publick exer* 
cifes, and particularly your obfervations upon the 
diiRntnt ftyle of ibme of the penmen of (crip- 
ture, of which Mr. Jenninga informed me. 

r de^ my hiunble (ervice to Mr. Jennings 
and his lady. Heartily recommending you and 
your ftudies to the divine blefling, I am. 

Your afiedtionate friend, 

Samuel Clark. 
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LETTER II. 
From th« sami. 

DEAR PHIL. St. Allmn's^ OAo^f 3, 1721. 

IHave nothing to objeft againft your prfefent 
method of ftudy. I am fenfible of the di^ 
fioilties, Pneumatology has attending it. The 
only n(iethod of extricating onefelf out of them 
is to fee that we have clear ideas of all the 
terms we ufe, whether Angle, or conncdted into 
proportions, and that we take liothihg for grants 
ed without {ufficient evidence i and, which flow^ 
from the other two, that; we da not pretend to 
reaion upon things aboat which we have no iddks, 
that is,, that we do not pretend to impo{fibifi« 
^. Mr. Locke's Eflay is fo iifeful to direft 
the mind in its reiearches^ ^t methinks it Ihould 
have been read before you went upon pneuma- 
tics. It might have hdped to free you from 
the embaraflment you complain of. As to your 
contemplations upon the being and attributes of 
God, take heed of fufFering your mind to reft 
in barren (peculations. Whatever clear and en- 
larged ideas you attain to of the divine excel- 
lencies, fee that they have a proportionable effeft 
upon the foul, in producing reverence, afFedlion, 
(ubmiffion, &c. The confideration of the infinite 
cfiftance between God and the creature, which 
ftrongly appears to one upon reading fuch books 
as Dr. Clarke's, &c. diredly tends to promote 
B 3 humility. 
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humility, perfeft rcfignation, and all thofe other 
difpofitions, which ought to be conftantly preva* 
lent in us towards our great Creator, in whom 
we live and move and have our being. Such a 
confideration of thofe fublime truths concerning 
the being and attributes of God as afFefts the 
heart, carries with it a pleafure vaftly fuperior 
to that which ariies barely from fpeculation. 

In the courfe of your reading upon the canon 
of fcripture, I reconunend it to you in a particu- 
lar manner, to get well eftablilhed both as to the 
authority of the icriptures in general, and of the 
particular books, in oppoiidon to thofe which are 
furious. The prevalency of deifin makes the 
cultivating of that fubjeft very neceflary. 

I have not time now to add any thing fur- 
ther, and hope foon to fee you here. I pray 
God to continue to bleis your fhidies, and fit 
you in^an eminent degree for his fervice, which 
yrill be the highefl fatisfidion to 

Your affeftionate friend, 

S. Clark, 
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LETTER III. 
From the same. 

DEAR PHIL. St. Alban's, Dec. 8, 1722.. 

YO U may well wonder at my long conti- 
nued filence. I blame myfelf for it : but 
It is Jiot owing to a difregard of you, for I 
have feveral times been going to write, but one 
thing or other has ftill hindered me. I have both 
your letters before me. 1 had heard of your 
beginning to preach before I received your for- 
mer, and was informed at the fame time it wast 
with good acceptance. I entirely rely upon your 
tutor's judgment as to the reafons of your be- 
ginning fo foon. Whatever accepttoce you meet 
with, you will ufe as an argument to encourage 
your endeaVoiu^i after the utmoft improvement 
of yourfelf ; to which ^I aflure myfelf Mr. Jen- 
nings's obfervations upon your performances and 
his advice will confiderably contribute. One thing 
that young minifters have particular reafon to 
ftudy, is Humility. Many are the temptations to 
vanity, efpecially if they have the advantages of 
fuperior ability and acceptance. Indulging to this 
weaknefs, will be a bar to the divine influences^ 
for God refifteth the proud, but gives more grace 
to the humble-, it leflens a man very much in the 
eye of judicious perfons, who will be able to 
difcover and defpife it, whatever artful methods 
are tkken to difguife it; and it ordinarily takes 
B 4 oflT 
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ofF from the vigour of one's endeavoiirs to make 
further advances to improve onefelf. It is good 
therefore to have our eyes very much upon our 
own defefts, and to think how much we fall 
fhort of thofe excellent patterns, which we fhould 
be always propoflng to ourfelves. Let us not 
value ouriJEJves upon, nor he much concerned 
about, the opinions of men, but labpur above 
9II thin^ atter tj^e divine approbation. It is 
of grc^ importance in aU our minifteriaj per- 
fi>m;iance$, to hai^e much ip view our ^reat end, 
which is, the adyance];nent of the interdfts of re- 
ligion, and the &ivation of fouls; and not only 
in' the general, but in ev^ry p^cular mmifkra- 
tion to raife in our minds aVeiry fenfire concern 
about thcfe matters. '* O may I now be fb 
happy, as to make and pcpp^ote good impref- 
fiohs on thofe who hear me ! to awaken fomc 
finners, to difppfc othe^ more cfFedually to the 
cxe^fU of piety ajTd/h9lixv^ .What meafures 
(Kali I take * for Aat purpofe ? See that in 
cv^ fctmon thcfe cijds bt: pur(i;ied with the 
areatcft ^px^r.** But I need not be particular 
m advices of'this nature, ^ I ajrn fatisft^ your 
(Jutor is not; wanting in giving you all the admo- 
nitions and ouitipns that w;c ijccefTary. It is in- 
deed my entire confidence m him, which makes 
me thinic it noDdlds tp give you n)y thoughts, 
an4 con^uently to write feldopier. 

As. for your Qualifying yoijufclf to prea(;K niore 
frpquoidy in, the cpuntry, I leave that entirely 
to your tutoi^s cUfcrction, who will, I doubt not, 
advife you for the beft* 

I am 
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I am not able to determine in what manner you 
will be difpofed of wh^p the cpurfe of your ftudies 
is finiftied at Kibworth. I (hould be glad to have 
your education continued longer at Mr. Jennings's, 
if the means could be found out ; but, as fome fup- 
plies will be with^drawiv I believe it will be necell 
£axy to enjef upop f9n\e vay ip which you m?iy be 
abl^ to fypport you^ftif. If I cQu\d procure fomc 
agrqp^k faipi^y for yoij to be in, where you 
^Op^4 wiot bj? Q^Kged. to conftwt preaching, but 
hay? tunc for your ftudies, \ fhpuld, advi^ you 
t9. i^ u? with it- Biut I fhall comfujt Mr. Cot- 
^ ^. fpme ptlx^r fjien^s ?bput it j apji if Mn 
JetuV^^ 9^^. to town this chriftmas^ \ hope. 
J ih^U We an opportunity of difcouriiiig wi^ 
hun. ^h^ ^^nfcs you fimi neceflary foi: your 
^j:CQ»iniodatiopa Mr. J.en^nings will ftill fupply you 
^ijd^ \ ai'-W V^yf^V ypu will retrench ev^ 
^ng th^t is uwijec^flary* fine? money comes ia 
b^ flpwjy. I fbaU ta^;e care to tranfmit what 
YOU defii;c' to youi: iU^O". AU here are well, and 
ten4 their fervijce tp. yoij ^ and pray mine to Mn 
a^ Mrs. J^ii;ig^ \ cpjutimje to recommend, 
you ^^ yppr ftudies to the divine bleiling and 
gjafe •, anjj* heartjil^c pray ypu -iray have the ho- 
ifom tq, be eipploy^ by our great Lord and, 
Ma%r confiderably to a4yat]ice hijs kingdom and 
ipt^eft in tie worl^i to fee which will be an 
abunj^mt reconip^nf^ for whatever troublie I have 
]|e^ at upQo, your opcpunt. I ^jn, 

Xoym: aiFe^ohat^ friend, 

S. Clark. 

LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 
From the same, 

DEAR SFR, St. Alban's, May ir, 1723. 

I Received yours, in which you give me an ac- 
count of the profped you have of an invita- 
tion to fettle at Coventry. I had fome converia- 
tion relating to that matter with Mr. Jennings 
laft chriftmas : we both joined in our fentiments, 
that it would be an agreeable fituatibn for you. 
I think it muft needs be of great advantage to 
you, to be with fuch a perfon as Mr. Warren, 
whofe' good fenfe, prudence, piety, learning, and 
good temper, will render his converfation, ex- 
ample, and miniftry very ufeful to you. Pray 
my humble fervice to him ; and tell him I fhall 
think it a very good providence, if a perfon 
for v/hom I have fo much concerned myfelf, 
fhall have the happinefs of ftanding in fuch a 
relation to him. I do not know any thing that 
could be more conducive to fit you for emi- 
nent fervice in the church of God, if you wife- 
ly improve the advantage, as I doubt not you 
will. I am extremely pleafcd with the mcafurcs 
you propofe as to a prudent conduft of your- 
felf, if you (hould fettle at Coventry. Prudence 
is, I could almoft fay, above all things nccef- 
iary to a Minifter, in order to his ufefulnefs. Ar 
firft, caution, circumfpcAion, and obfervation will 
be ncccflarj'. Experience, and an enlarged know- 
ledge 
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ledge of men and things will afterwards enable 
jrou to aA with greater advantage, according to 
the ruks of prudence. The acceptance provi- 
dence favours you with, makes it neceflby, as 
I believe I have at other times obferved, that 
you be very much upon your guard againft all 
the ebullitions of" pride and vain glory, which 
are ib natural to us all, and efpecially when 
we firft come abroad into the world with ad- 
vantage. Humility is the beft ornament to va- 
luable gifts. The (hade it cafts upon them makes 
them appear the more lovely, and gives them 
the greater efficacy. Let your heart be full of a 
fenfe of thofe manifold defeds, which an inward 
acquaintance with yourfelf wiU eafily difcover. 
Have often before your eyes the nature and 
importance of the wotk you arc engaged in, 
and the account you have to give^ and you will 
always find reafon to fay from your heart, with 
the bleflcd apoftle, " Who is fufficient for thefe 
things .^•* Let your great concern in all your 
miniftrations and conver&tion be the advancing 
of the glory of God, and the ialvadon of ibuls, 
and you will then be the lefs defirous of or 
pl^ed with the applaufe of men. You will ex- 
cufe. my giving you thefe cautions. My expe- 
rience and obfervation3 of myfelf and others, 
give me reafon to think them not needlefs. 

I entirely approve of your acceptance of Co- 
ventry rather than Kibworth, if you have the 
option ; and heartily pray God you may be an 
pn&Tument of much fervice in that coniiderable 

place. 
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pl5u:e.* I fiippofe you have rcoeived both th« 
letters I wrote to you relating to Kibworth* 
Pray my humble fervice ta Mr. Jennings and 
Kis Udy. I am. 

Your afieAionate firiend, 

and humi^ fisrvant, 

S. Clark. 



LETTER V. 

FmOM VHB SAMB. 

DEAR SIR, 81. AlkM'f, D«^ i. lyi^. 

IT is a great fiLtisTaAioii te ate to fee dut 
Providence has rendered you {p aoceptiUew 
tha;^ you have already fuch oj^pcrtunkiea of ehooit 
«g where you will be ferviceibik. I kave h^ 
iherto thought it moft for your advMti^ to 
continue a while in the conntiry^ for the re^ftwt 
yQU have heard me Bientton v but if tbot QWgr^B^ 
tioa in London fliould vntte ia diQtr inwttatipo «c^ 
you, I da not fee that you can kive yeafom fufi, 
dent to induce you ta withlb^d i*« I know yomt 
yoittb is a confidctable objeftiou againft ymc 
acceptance of fiich a poft» iod ia Londom ^ff^ 
cially at this time of day i| hnt duit God» whjft 
calls you out to esunent fervioo in Ua Cbuodu 
will I hope fit and ftrengthttA you £ior it» if 

^ Mr. Doddndgt eko(^ ^ ibttle at KiWorih, princi*. 
f^l.ly on account of hw youth, and that he might pnrfae 
hij ftudiei with greater aidvaotage. See hit Life, p. ai* 
t See hia Life, page 40t 
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with au humbk fenfe of your own infuffideacjir 
you caft yourfelf ou hinit suid are fo much tlw 
more diligent in the ufe of all helps for jour 
improvement. There are indeed in London ma- 
ny avocations and hinderances of ftudy, which 
to a your^ man efpedally are very prejudicial ; 
but theie muft be oppoicd with fo much the 
greater resolution and application: and as there 
are more helps for improvement than elfewhere, 
filch as a more«eaiy accefs to books and learned 
converiation, not to mention the advantage of 
hearing freouently the beft preachers ; a wife 
ufe of thete will be a balance to the other 
inconveniences. Prudence and ^ifdom indeed in 
the condud of yourfelf will be neceflary in Lon- 
don; but that will not be wanting to thofe who« 
in a deep fenie of their own infufficiencj^ hiinr- 
hly rely upon God for his guidance. You may 
fee by what I write, which way my thoughts 
tartu I confe& I have a bias upon me from 
the defire I have that you may be more with*- 
in my reach, and the pleafure I fhould take in 
feeing your fuccefs and ufefulnefs : but you -muft 
ooniiilt your own thoughts and inclinations, and 
I reccsnmend you in this matter to a divine di- 
tedioii^ 

I write in a hurry, becauie I would willingly 
fend this by to-night's poft. My wife fends 
her ibrvioe to you. I cannot ftay now to anfwer 
fdier many OMiplimentft you pay us both, but 
only to wiih you whenever you marry, to be as 
happyi aa I ami Maintain a watchful guard over 

yourfelf. 
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yourfelf^ and a continual dcpcndsaict upon the 
divine afTiAance, that you may always in that 
aflair conduft yourfelf by the rules of chriftian 
prudence ; for nothing requires it more tha;i love 
ailairs. Experto crede. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your affcdionate friend, 

S. Clariu 



LETTER VI. 
Prom the 8am£. 

DEAR S1R« St.Albtn't» March 2i» 1726-^74 

NO T having any other opportunity, I thought 
it neceflary to fend you this without de^ 
lay by the poft, to complain of your keeping 
in your place of worfhip fiich ftumbling-blocks 
and fuperftitious cuftoms, as arc very ofFenfive 
to your chriftian brethren. It is no wonder 
you are thought a legal preacher, when you have 
the Ten Conunandments painted upon the walls 
of your chapel ; befides, you have a Clerk it 
feems fo impertinent as to fay, jhien^ with an au^ 
dible voice. O tempore ! O mores ! that fuch a 
rag of popery fhould ever be tolerated in a tiongre* 
gation of proteftant diflenters; and to compleat all, 
you, the Minifter, conclude your prayers with a 
form called the l.ord's Prayer, Do you know what 
mifchief you have done ? What a blot you have 

brought 
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brought upon' yourfelf, by fuch pffenfive pradtiJ^ 
CCS? It may be, you are furprifed what this 
•means. In a few words then, Mr. Chandler 
of Bedford, being on his return home at Mr. 
Ecles's, defired him upon my motion to write 
to Hertford, to recommend you to them in his 
name, as a very fit man to be their minifter. 
Upon this, two members of that congregation 
went over the other day to Kibworth to hear 
you preach : but no fboher did they come into 
the place, but they found themfehres diiappoint- 
ed ; and what they heard at the dofe, confirmed 
Aem fo much in their prgudices, that they 
thought it needlefi to fay any thing . of their 
intention to you. Going to preach laft Sunday 
at Ware,* I heard ail this there, and afterwards 
at Hertford. I cannot but pity them for their 
weakne&; and do not know but it is happy 
for you that you are not to encounter with fuch 
odd humours. But for their fakes I heartily 
wiihed your fettlement among them ; and for 
my own,, that I might have had the pleafure 
oftcner of your company. They have no par- 
ticular perfon in view. Some of the people are 
angry that two perfons Ihould take upon them 
to judge for the whole congregation. 

If you have not feen Mr. Lardner's Credi- 
bility of the Golpel Hiftory, I recommend it, 
as well worth your reading. He has, from fe- 
veral paflages in Joiephus, Philo, and other coo- 
temporary writers, very happily illuftrated the 
ievaal fefts rdated or referred to in the New 

Tefta- 
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Teftament, and (kid i great deal tx> pUct dife 
whole in a m6tt dedf ^d conrincing light. 

You may peHte^s thihk I have icarce donfc 

juftice to Mr. ^t chattidter^ and you havt 

&me feafbn for fuch a ieenfiire. But I have obferv- 
tdj that to ipeak mdfeHitely ixpon fuch occafions 
generally does a than rhor^ fdrvice, and is lia- 
ble to S^er incohV^iihceiS) than the higheO: 
panegyricks. 

We are how |ot ihtb a habitation of our 
awn^ which l^iough tt be finall is conVenieitt 
iM neat ; and pletfes ihe btoer^ becaufe it gives 
nie an dpportunity of ittviting ytru to St. Al^^ 
bAh*s, whete you niay depend upon an hearty 
^elcdme. My #ife gives her fervice to ytm. 
I pray Gdd dill more and miore tb aflift and 
fiicceed all your minfftfutibrts. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your affeftionate friend and fervaht, 

S. Clark. 

P. S. I have been reading lately, with a great 
deal of plcafure, Rapin*s Hiftory of England, 
tranflated by Tindal. And though I am no friehd 
to the prdfent method of retailing txx)ks by piece- 
meal, which I look upon as an impofttion on the 
publick, I have refolved to have all the volumes 
of that hiftory as foon as they are printed. The 
author, though a foreigner, has given the befl 
account of oiu- Englifh affairs that is extant, and 
the tranflator has added to the vilue of the 
performance by Ws ufefill notes. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 
From the same, 

DEAR SIR^ St. Alban's, May 51, iftj. 

I Could not but very much intercft myfelf in 
the lofs which Mr. Some, all his friends, 
.and the church of God ia general, fuftain by the 
death of fo hopeful a young perfon as his Son 
was. It is a publick lols when young men fo 
(erious, and fo wcU qualified for the minifby, are 
removed. I heard too that you lofl fbon after- 
wards another young minifter in your neighbour- 
hood.*. What realbn have we to be faithful and 
diligent in our work while oar day lafts, fince 
we know not how foon our night may cohfie. 
We have frequent caufe to make the rcflefticMi, 
that young men and miniflers are removed from 
their work as well as old ones. Mr. Tong's death 
has made way for Mr. Warren's invitation to 
London: I ftippofe there is no doubt but he 
will accept of it, fince there has been fuch a 
breach in his congregation. Young "Mr. Hughes 
is likely to continue at Staplehurft, having per- 
fifled in his refufal of the invitation made him 
to Ware. 

You have feen, I fuppofe, what the publick 
prints inform us of, relating to the proceedings 

C of 

* See two vtry inftradivc and affcSdng Letters, written 
by Mr. Doddridge, giving an account of the deaths of 
thefe his fellow-pupils, in page 33 and 34 of his life* 
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of the general aflembly in Scodand, againft Mr, 
Patrick Sijpfon. They are going to deprive that 
church of one of the moft valuable perfons in it, 
becaufe he does not think it neceflary to tie him-? 
felf down exaftly to their Shibboleth, nor oblige 
himfelf to ponform tq all the fcholaftic ways of 
fpeaking, concerning fome things, about which 
the fcripture is filent. By what I (aw and heard 
of him when in Scptland, he is a much better 
judge pf thofe matters than the greater part of 
thofe who are to judge him. His crime is, tha,t 
he is difpofed to think for himfelf; but yet he 
is very cautious to avoid giving offence, which 
I perceive is, by the bigots, interpreted cunning 
and difTunulation. 

On^ would think the experience of fo many 
ages fhould be fufficient to make the world 
wifer; and that thofe who pretend to govern in 
the church fliould learn at laft that their power 
might be much better cxercifed, than in deftroy- 
fng the ufefulnefs of the beft men in it, meerly 
for nice fpeculations about unrevealed or difpu- 
table points. Suppofe a perfon (hould not fpeak 
with an exad propriety, concerning the manner 
of Chrift*8 exiftence, a point fo much above 
our reach, if yet he bves him* trufts in him, 
and fincerely obeys him, what harm does reli* 
gion fuffer by it? But I need not enlarge up- 
on this to you, who are fo well inftrudlcd ip 
the unrealbnablenefs of bigotry to a fet of fpc- 
culative notions. 

My wife joins with me, in all exprcflions of 
reipedl and affeAion to you, and our common 

friends. 
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friends. I hope we fhall fee you here in a lit- 
tie time, where you will be always welcome to. 
Dear Sir, 
Your affeftionate friend, 

and humble fervant, 

S. Clark. 



LETTER yill. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, St. Alban's, March 26, 1718. 

I Am very glad if any hints of mine are at 
any time fenriceable to you. However you 
give abundant encour^ement to my endeavours 
by making the moft of them. 

As to the propofal made to you of your teach- 
ing academical kaming^ though I doubt not the frir- 
niture you now have, together with what you 
nught acquire in a few years continued ftudy, 
would abundantly qualify you for it ; yet as God 
has given you a genius and abilities peculiarly 
fitted for the pulpit, it feems moft defirable you 
fhould be in a fituation where thofe may be im- 
proved and employed to greater advantage ; which 
will be in all probability prevented by tlie other 
a)urfe of life. If, therefore, providence open a 
way for your fetding in London, or any other 
confiderabk place, I think it (hould not be re- 
jeded for thw ^e of any views of the other 
C 2 • fort. 
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fort. But ftiould you proceed in your ftudies| 
upon the fubjeft of academical ledtures, I do not 
know but fomething I am poflefled of might do 
you fome fervice, being tranfcripts of feyeral of 
Mr. Jones's* leftures, 

I underftand you have been invited to preach 
as a candidate at Nottingham. When I heard 
of your going there for that purpofe, I wa3 
iolicitous left fuch a competition between you 
and Mr. H. might occafion the deftruftion 
pf yoiu- friendfliip, and epd to the prejudice 
of one or the other. It gives me a fenfible 
pleafure to find, that it has only given both 
2m opportunity of ftiowing the fincerity of your 
ffiutual friendjliip with greater advantage, aiKl 
l^t you have had a repiarkable proof of the 
fl^eem of Mr. H's friends, without loiing that 
of the oppofite party. 

I wiih Mr. : ^ fnay be eminently ufefvii in 

tb^ church of England, tp which hp has removed 
l^infelf. For my part I am willing t.o allow a 
fnan the liberty of changing his [nind, without 
th^ikiog the worfe pf him for it. And if he ftill 
iffaintains his catholic fpirit, and makes it his bu- 
^ods to promote the interefts of piety and virtue 
among bis new friends, I AiaU ftill have the 
fiune efteem for him as formerly. 

The popularity which attends Mr. — notwith- 
iUnding his imprudent cpndud, and the fpite and 

envy 

^ I fuppoie Mr. Jones of Tewkclbury, the learned To* 
pr of icvcral eminent pcrfons, both of the cftabliflnneoc 
and among the di/Tenters. 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. it 

Cfivjr raifed againft Mr. Chandler, of which I 
have jiift now ieen a glaring evidence in a pamph*^ 
let lately pHrinted, are enough to leflen one*s va- 
lue fdr, and cool one's defires after. Popularity, 
It is tnie, the profpcft it gives of doing fervice 
juMy recommencb it*, but the temptations it ex- 
pofes to, and the uneafineiTes that often accom- 
pany it, are a great allay to its value. The 
confijoufiie^ of real Worth, and a fincere defire 
»id endeavour to do what good we can, in what- 
ever ftation providence fhali place us, afford a fd- 
ti^fiuftion much mote folid and permanent, than 
what fpriiigs from the uncertain applaufes of the 
multitude, for which they themfdves can fre^ 
quently give no reafon. 

As to the fiobks you mentioni We have received 
Sir Ift^ NeWtOft, and read him with a vail deal 
of pleafure; and as for as I fee yet, I cannot 
but fall in with his opinion of the novelty of 
the antiquities of Greece, fince he has fupporfed 
it with ftrch a variety of arguments, as alto- 
gether amount to a demonftration. The travels 
of Cyrus are very entertaining and inlfruAive. 
Btimet, de fide et officiis chriftianorum, pleafes with 
fhe cl^rtcy of his ftyle (though not always pure 
Latin,) Ae candour arid moderation of his fenti- 
tActtiSi ajAi good judgment in the whole coiiipo* 
ftrre. But in his de Statu Mort. et Refurg. 
he feems too much to have indulged to his 
peculiar fancies j yet many things may be read 
thtte with profit. 

C 3 U 
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In what he fays ag^nft the eternity of hell tor- 
ments, he feems to talk inconfiftently, when he 
would hare his opinion concealed from the vulgar. 
Is it then neceflary to impofe upon the weaknefs 
and credulity of the common people, the better 
to fu^port the interefts of religion and virtue? 
Cannot the wife, faithful, and unchangeable God 
carry on his government without vain terrors, and 
deceiving people with imaginary punifhments ?— 
But the narrow compafs of my time and paper, 
will not allow me to enlarge on this fubjeft. 
All friends here are well, and on all occaftons 
fpeak of you with refpcft and afFeftion. I am, 
in particular. 

Dear Sir, 
Your affcAionate fHend, 

and fervant, 

S. Clark. 



LETTER IX.* 
From mr. Doddridge to mr» HucHEs.f 

DEAR SIP^ Kibworth, December 2i» ijii. 

I Received both your Letters, and had fet apart 
this afternoon for anfwering them. My 
fond heart would eafily have didated enough to 

fill 

• From the aathor*i (hort band copy, 

t Mr. Hugbes's fatber wu a diflenting minifter at Ware, 

in Hertfordibire, and his grand-father, (Obadiab Hagbes,) 

was ejeded from his ftadentlhip in Cbiift-Chnrch, Oxford, 

l>y the aa of uniformity, in i66a. I take him to have 

been 
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fill a iheet of paper; but Mr. Cope tells me 
the roads are fo hsd that he muft iet out almoft 
immediately, if he intends to reach Duffield by 
to-morrow night. I am obliged therefore to be 
much fhorter than I intended, but I hope you 
will put no Unkind conftrudion upon it. 

I am charmed with the profeffion you make 
of your Friendfhip; for I value it fo highly that 
I can never think 1 have too many aflurances 
of iti and yet I have not the leaft fufpicion 
of your fincerity. I know the generofity of your 
temper, and I perceive I love you fo well, that 
I can eafily perfuade myfelf, that I have a fhare 
in your affedtion. I know the laft argument is 
not logical, but I am fo well fatisfied with the 
conclufion, that I do not examine how I came 
by it; and efpecially as you have fumifhed me 
with many better arguments. 

I am extremely glad to hear that you are fo 
well recovered from the Small pox. I could not- 
but have a thoufand tender apprehenfions for 
your fafety, and return my thanks to that kind 
providence, which by fo feafonable an interpofi- 
tion hath delivered you from fo much danger, 
and ftill continued you to be the joy of your 
friends, the glory of your family, and ornament 
of the church. 

I am very much pleafed to hear that your 
fituation at Findern is fo agreeable; and par- 
ticularly that you have fuch a companion as Mr. 
C 4 Cater. 

been related to John Flughes, Efq; author of the Siege 
of Damsfcus, and who wrote feveral papers in the Tal- 
ler, Spedator, and Guardian* 
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Cater. I am charmed with the charafter you give 
me of that gentleman } and indeed whett I heard 
of the finenefs of his imagination, and the ftrengdi 
of his judgment, the ftreetnefs of his temper, and 
chara(5ter of his morals, I (hould have {kid,-^is 
gentleman is Mr. Hughes's fnend,-^thoiigh I 
had not been told fe. How glad (hould I be to 
make the third among you, and how agreeaMy* 
does it flatter my nature to think, that I have 
fometimes the honour of being the fubjeft of 
your difcourfe. 

I never doubted but that when you came 
ferioufly to perufe the infpired writingSj you 
would b^ fenfible of the charms of them; for 
no man has a better relifh for fine writing than 
yoarCtlf. I have lately been peruiing Scdomon's 
Song ; and upon the whole cannot but think 
it an incomparable compofure, and that the au- 
thor was as much the nobleft of poets, as the 
deepefl: of philofophers and the wifeft of king9. 
The fixth chapter is not inferior to any of the 
reft of it, and I am particularly pleafed with ^c 
tenth verfe, " Who is (he that looketh forth 
as the morning, ^r as the moon, clear as the 
(un, knd terrible as an army with banners ?** I 
never read thefe charming words but with a dou- 
ble pleafurc, when I remember the inimitable 
grace with which I have heard you repeat them. 

I have lately been reading Spratt's Hiftory, 
and the grcateft part of Sir William Temple's 
works i and my fentimcnts of them are entu^y 
the fame as yours and Mr. Cater*s. I am now 

perufit^ 
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penxfing Scott's Chriftian Life, and I find Co 
msuxf new pleaTures in it, that I cannot forbear 
giring you the mortiiication of thanking you %^ 
gain for it. 

I could add a great deal more of this, nature, 
but Mr. Cope frees you from any further trou- 
ble by calling upon me. I conclude and fub- 
icribe myielf 

Your afFedtionate friend 

and obliged humble fervant, 
Philip Doddridge. 



JL E T T E R X.* 

From the sam£« 

DEAR SIR, Jan. 8, 1722-^3. 

IExpeA to fee Dr. Latham-f- or Mr. BenyonJ 
to-morrow •, and therefore anfwer your letter fb 
fi^on. I can hardly prevail with myfelf to con- 
dole with you upon your misfortunes, fince I 
perceive that while only two or three particular 
perfons are treating you unkindly, the reft of 
the world do ample juftice to your merit. I have 
heard of you again anid again by feveral of my 
acquaintance, who ^>eak of you as the ornament 

of 

* From the anthor^t ihort hand copy. 

f An ttniaeat Tutor, and the author of a volume of 
.iermont 00 various SnbjeAs. 

I An ingenious young gentleman^ ion of Dr^ Samuel 
Benyon, a celebrated Minifter and Tutor at Shrewibury. 
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of Fihdcrn : I am very glad to hear that your 
charadler is fo well eftablilhed, and that thofe who 
go about to attack it are likely to do themfelves 
more mifchicf than they can do you. I think the 
Spedator fomewhere tells us that uo mufick is fo 
fweet to a nuin as his own praife : methinks he 
fhould have excepted the pleafure that an honeft 
and generous mind takes in hearing his friend 
conunended. One thing I can confidently affirm, 
that though I pafled the holy-days very plcaiantly, 
at Icaft fome of them in the company of a very 
agreeable lady, and you know I was always an 
admirer of the fex; yet nothing gave me fo 
much fatisfaftion, as a few minutes converfation 
with Mr. Benyon, when the difcourfe turned up- 
on you. 

He told me among other things, that you 
were making yourfelf mafter of the French lan- 
guage. I am heartily glad to hear it, .becaufe 
it will give you an opportunity of entertaining 
yourfelf with fome of the fineft writers in the 
world. Many of them had certainly very great 
genius, and were intimately acquainted with the 
antients, thofe great mafters of eloquence and 
poetry. Of all their dramatic poets, I have met 
with none that I admire fo much as Racine. 
It is impoffible not to be charmed with the 
pomp, elegance, and harmony of his language, 
as well as the majefty, tendernefs, and propriety 
of his fentiments. The whole is condufted with 
a wonderful mixture of grandeur and funplicity, 
which fufficiently diftinguiih him from the dul- 

nt& 
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nefs of fome tragedians, and the bombaft of 
others. One of his principal feults is, that the 
jingle of his double rhyme is frequently oiFen- 
fiirc to the ear. I lately met with the Archbiihop 
of Cambray's Reflexions upon Eloquence, which 
I think one of the moil judicious pieces I have 
ever feeh. There are fome fine criticifins at the 
end of it, which well deierve your peruial. 

As for the French Sermons, they are, as far 
as I can judge of them, very much inferior to 
thofe of our Engliih divines. Bourdaloue's, though 
much regarded, appear to me little better than 
empty harangues. Cheminals* are many of them 
very good; but I never met with any of them 
that are to be compared with thofe of Mr. Super- 
ville, the Proteftant divine at Rotterdanl: He 
especially excels in Ae beauty of his imagery, 
defcriptions, and iuniles ; and fome of the moft 
pathetic expoftulations I ever &w. In ftiort, I 
belike he is perfedly to your tafte ; only there 
k one thing which will diipleaie' you as much 
as it did me, which is, that many of his argu- 
ments are very inconclufive, though generally 
as good as high calvmifin will bear. I hope 
you will not be difpleafed with the freedom I 
take, in advifing you to entertain yourfelf with 
him and the other authors I have mentioned, as 
fixm as they fall in your way. And yet perhaps 
there may be ibmething of vanity in this advice 
too. FroKh is a language which I have been ac- 
quainted with for many years, and you, Sir, have 
jufl began to ftudy it-, and fo I am willing to 

improve 
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imprarc this fltort interval of fuperiority, becaufc 
1 am fore, it will be but a little while before 
you excel me in that, as much as you do in 
every thing elfe, I miift not add any thing 
more> but that I eameftly defire you will tik* 
care that you do not impair your health, by ri- 
fing (6 Very early in the morning, for I will af- 
fure yon it is one of the deareft things in thcf 
world to 

Yoiir afFeftionate friend, 
and obedient fervant, 

pHrLIP D0DI>RfDGB. 



LETTER XI.* 
From the same^ 

DEAR SIR, Hinckley, 1712-ij. 

I Acknowledge there is a great deal of fpirit 
m the turn you give to the concluding 
words of my letter, thoiigh it be extremely dif- 
ferent from the fenfe in which I meant them, 
iTou tell me, that I am a good preacher, but 
t very bad prophet, when I fay that you will 
quickly underftand French better than I ck). I 
tm Tcry much obliged to you for giving me a 
charafter, which I fhould otherwife perhaps have 
been pQzzIed t^ make out a title to: but you 
nmft give me leave to fay, that in the latter 

port 

• * From the author*! £hort hand copy« 
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wit of your fentcnce you hardly do me juftix, 
It i$ true, I do not lay claim to the gift of pro- 
phecy ; l^ut I think I Aiall be very capable of 
'fiipporting it, if all my predidions are ^s wel| 
fnade put as that Tyhich concerns you. I aflure 
you, that ^though I judge by your own account 
pf it, ivhich is exprefled in the moft modeft terms, 
you have already attained a much better acquaint- 
ance with the French language thw I can pof- 
fibly pretend to. It is true, I have had an op- 
portunity of converfing with fevcral French peo- 
ple, and fo am not entirely a ftranger to the 
pronunciation : but I afiure you that. I never 
read half the books that you mention. In- 
deed it ihames me out of my own negligence, 
when , I confider the improvement you make, 
and tl^e bufind& you di^tch, while I am Et 
fraid I am not improving my time tp half £> 
good purpofe. Befides, the charadler that you 
give me of many of the writers that you men- 
tion, which I know is entirely to be depended 
upon, wjU engage me to read them whenever 
they fall into my hands; efpecially Bouhours, 
Patrou, Pcliflbn, and St Evremond. 

I do not know what charai9»r ipy friends may 
have given you of my Sermons v but I am fiire 
if it l)ie a v^ry advantageous one, it will be my 
moft pnident way to take care not to undeceive 
you, by preaching hfikxse you y for if I oiay be 
admttt^ to be aay judge of my own perfbi^ 
mances^ tbey will by no means aniwer yow 
fxpedations. They are all upon, the pbdaeft 

and 
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and moft praftical {ubjcds, and it is happ^ if 
they are at all calculated, as I am fure they 
were principally intended, to inform the judg- 
ment and awaken tiie confciences of the lowed 
of the pe(^le, and to fix their refolution for a 
courfe of rational, fteady, and undiflembled piety. 
It is not becaufe I deipife the charms of elo- 
quence, &c. that I have entirely laid them afide. 
I know that I am not at all mafter of them, and 
{q choofe rather not to attempt them, than by 
an awkward^ imitation to darken the fubjed to 
the vulgar part of an audience, without approving 
myfdf to the nicer judgment of the more po- 
lite. In Ihort, I am grown very femiliar with 
^e old puritans, and confequently I am a great 
favourite with the old women. Pray congratu- 
late me upon this good fortune, which is en- 
tirely beyond my cxpedation or my hope. 

But after all, you muft not imagine that 1 
have entirely loft all reliih for finer compoiitions ; 
on the contrary, I afTure you that I attended on 
Dr. Latham's Sermon at Leicefter, with plea- 
iiire, and frequently with tranfport. The moft 
rational and pathetical dioughts were delivered 
with fuch elegance, propriety, and harmony of 
language, as could not but charm even ftupi- 
dity itfelf 5 my attention was fo entirely engaged, 
that I had no room for refleftions of any other 
nature, except for this one, ** How much does 
Mr. Hughes admire Dr. Latham, and how ca- 
pable is Dr. Latham of rclifliing the perform- 
ances of Mr. Hughes !" 

You 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 31 

You cannot ims^ine how much I mife your 
company at Hinckley, Mr. Cope and Mr. -~« 
left us at chriftmas, as you very well know. 
Mr. Some is not returned j fo that in fhort I 
have not one perfon in the houfe that I have 
any intimate acquaintance with. You know na- 
ture defigned me for a (bciable animal, and I 
am fure you will pity my misfortune. I am 
forced to converfe with the dead, becaufe I want 
agreeable company among the living; and it 
is happy that I can meet with entertainment in 
the clofet, when 1 can find none in the hall, the 
parlour, or the garden. 

You enquire about Mr. Scott's Poems. I 
only know in general, that he intends to print 
them by fubfcription ; but what the price is 
to be, or how the fubfcriptions are to be pbr 
tained, I have not yet h^rd. However, when 
I know, I will not fail to inform you. I am 
very glad to hear that you are commencing a 
familiarity with the Mufes, becaufe you are very 
well qualified to be a favoxmte with them. I 
aiTure yqu that 1 will give you my opinion of 
your performances, with a great deal of freedom, 
if you will honour me fo far as to make me 
a judge of them. I pretty well know what I 
)iave to exped, and therefore I long for a fight 
p£ them. I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
Philip Doddridgb. 

P. S. 
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P. S, My moft humble refpeAs to Dr. 'La- 
ihzmy if he honours me ib far as to remember 
that he faw me at Leicefter. 



LETTER XII. 
From the sami. 

DEAR 9fR, Jone z9, 1726, (Mid&ight.) 

I Received your laft of the 23d inftant) the 
morning after it was written. I own I dc- 
ferved a little of that feverity with which you 
there complain of me, for the circumftance of 
tho twtt you referred to. To have two folio 
pages with two lines, is indeed a very comp^h- 
flious, but not profitable conunerce. However, 
you muft remember that I then told you, I 
qutckly intended you a great many more. Here 
yoa fee I have began then; but when I (hall 
end i know not. I fear you are in danger of 
three ptges, and dien you will be paid at the 
rttte pf more than two hundred per cent \ for 
I have not been a quarter of a year in your 
^bt« If you wonder at fi> accurate a compu- 
tittion* you mud reooUeft, that a few months 
ago I had thoughts of matrimony, which na- 
turally led me into fome fpeculations of manage- 
ment and monomy, which had not been be- 
fore very famiUar to me. 

As 
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As for yours of the 20th of April, I have 
ttad it over fo often that I can (ay a good 
deal of it by heart. I am exceedingly obliged 
to you for your Correfpondence. You know 
that I am naturally of a fodal temper, and you 
contrive, in the abundance of your humanity, 
not only to give me pleafiire in perufing your 
letters myiclf, but in entertainmg my friends 
with the communication of them. I read tfie 
greatefl part of them to feveral perfons of tafb 
and politeneis, with whom I am acquamted, 
and they all feem to be charmed with theni. 
Though they become pcrfeAly familiar to mc, 
I always read them widi new pkafiire^ and aiti 
as much tranfported at the twentieth, as I was at 
the firfl perufal of them. A love for my friends 
makes me participate with them in that el^mt 
entertainment which tkey taoft receive ftom your 
writings ; and my affeftion to you makes it very 
delightful to me, to fee thofc whom I particu- 
larly love and value, forming fuch a generous 
idea cff your genius and temper, as your letters 
muft neceflarily produce. But perhaps after all, 
this fatisfaftion m part arifes from die pride of 
my own heart : I fancy people muft needs en- 
tcrtsun a very honourable opinion of me^ when 
they hear a man of fo br^ht a wit, and fo a- 
miable a charaftdr, addrefling me with {o much 
tcndernefe and refpeft. 

You recommended PUft^ to my perlrfal : I 
immediately procured him, and there is felddm 

D ' a day 
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a day in which I do not read two or three of 
his EpiiUes. I had before heard feveral high 
encomiums upon him; but nothing gave me 
ib lively and fo juft an idea of his excellencies 
.as to obferve the perfeAion to which you had 
formed yourfelf by the ftudy of him. Every 
letter of yours is a panegyric upon Pliny, though 
you do not mention his name. Let me intreat 
.you to go on thus to recommend him, and 
to increafe the pleafure with which I always 
take him into my hands ; however, be fure when 
you do, not fo far to exceed him, as to ipoil. 
my reliih for him. At the rate you go on, it 
feems highly poflible that you may ; anid if you 
do, you rob me of one of the moft elegant a- 
mufements of my life ; nor can I imagine how 
you will be able to make me amends any 
other way, than by the frequency of your own 
letters. I fay nothing of Henley's tranflation, 
which is lately fallen into my hands, and 
which I often compare with the original. I 
can iay but little by way of commendation ; and 
I know it would not be agreeable to the known 
candour of your temper to be fevere upon a 
man, who honeftly intended to entertain the world, 
aiid unveil the charms of your favourite author. 
However if you would know my fentiments 
of this, and feveral other pieces which I have 
lately read, I muft refer you to a letter which 
I lately fent to Mr. (^lark, which will iave 
me the trouble of writing over again, what I 

am 
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am afraid you will thirik it was hardly worth 
while to have written at all. 

Your (entiments on the head of Retirement 
life very ^reeable to that modeftjr and gentte- 
nefs of temper, which make a very amiable 
part of your charadter. It is indeed an argu- 
ment of the greatnefs of your (biil, that you 
ican defpife fanle, and retire with iiidiilFerence 
out of the zvt of popular applaufe, When mafter 
of all the talents that nlay attraft and eom** 
liiand it But after all, ihy friend, you muft 
hot think of pafling through the world' like a 
fubterraneous ftream^ as you beautifillly exprefi 
it^ or of i^ndhig your lif^ in a Hermitage^ itl 
this learned and polite litxiiry. God hath en-^ 
dowed you with capacities, which are ilot al- 
ways to be bufied iii Retirement. So bright a 
Lamp was not lighted \lp io confume in a {t^ 
pulchre, but to be fixed on an Eminence, Where 
its rays may be diffiifed with publick advan- 
tage, and condudb many through this gloomy 
defart to the regions of eternal glory. 1 hope 
therefore and believe, it is your conftant care to 
make all your ftudies fubfervient to the views 
x>f fiich fervices. When providence calls you to 
a more publick appearance,. I hope you will be 
willing to quit your Cf//, charming as it is^ 
that you may erilcr upon employments at leaft 
more important^ if not more delicate^ than f hofe 
Which you now purfue. This is a piece of 5^^- 
demal^ which duty requires \is to fubmit to \ 
and which will be acceptable to God in propor- 
D 2 tion 
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tion to our fondnefs for thoiie elegancies, which 
we are contented to interrupt and poftpone, that 
we may attend to the advancement of his Icing- 
dom and intereft. We know the applaufe of our 
heavenly Mafter will be an abundant recompenie 
for all the plei^ures we have given up for his 
fake; and before we receive that publick re- 
muneration, we (hall find fuch entertainment in 
the ^ercife of benevolence to our fellow-crea* 
tures, and the hope of promoting their ever- 
laftiog felicity, as we fhall never find in con- 
verfing with Virgil or Tulfyi Pliny or Mdifor^ 
.dr any of the favourite attendants of our fc^- 
tude. Popularity is in itfelf a mofl oontempti- 
ble thing; but in this view, it may jufUy ap* 
pear defirable: however you, my friend, need 
not be folicitous about it ; do but appear in 
publick and follow nature, and it will fiow in 
upon you without further care. I cannot but 
think, but that I may with the utmoft pro- 
priety apply to you what Pliwf fays to Cam- 
nius Rufusj (L. i. Ep. 3O In modo eniien ut 
$ibi ipfe Jis Umti^ quanti videbms aliiSy Ji tibi 
fmrisJ^ 

I cannot but acknowledge, that I read with 
great pleafure your ReJkSions m that period 
€f our exifience^ as you very emphatically call 
it, which pafTed before you left Mr. Jennings's. 
They are extremely agreeable to what I have 

often 

* Do jufticc to thofe cxcdleiit talents jrou poiTeis, and 
tke world, belie? c me, will certabi/ do fo too. 
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often thot^ht with relation to both of us at 
that time. It is happy for us that we fee our 
xniftdces. Peremt et imputantur^ would be a 
melancholy thought indeed, if divine grace had 
not awakened us to improve fbme of our time 
like rational creatures and like chriftians ; and if 
we did not hope 'by future dil^[ence, in fbme 
meaftire to recover what we have loft. I was 
talking with Mr. Some this evening about our 
conduA then, and read him what you iay of 
it. He heard it with great fatisfaftion, and re- 
marked, that ^^ the remembrance of former neg* 
Ugence and miftakes is ofiien of ooniiderable ufe 
throughout the remainder of life.^ 

I have not yet feen Mr. -— . He will be 
rtr^ welcome whenever he comes, but doubly 
(s^ if ht brings you with him. If he does not 
make hafte I may prevent him, for though I 
have two congregations upon my hands, on 
account of Mr. * s iUne& and abfence, I 

hope to take a Tour to St. Alban's, about the 
beginning of September; and believe me, that 
except it be the pleafure of feeing fo worthy 
a fi-iend and fb generous a benefadkor as dear 
Mr. Clark, nothing is fo great an encouragement 
to me to undertake the journey, as the prot. 
peft of (pending a whole day with you at Child- 
wick; when I expeA moft delightful entertain- 
ment from your coUeftion of books and letters, 
but above all from your company. 

You deiire an account of my Studies. I may, 

perhaps, fome time or other, find an oppor- 

D 3 tunity 
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tunity of laying open the whole courfe of then» 
to your cenfure and examination) but at prefent 
]}ave only left inyfelf room to add that I am. 
Dear Sir, 
Your mo^ aflfe^Stionate 

Philip Poddridge. 

Pray gire me another Name than that you 
propofe, and let me know what your polite corref- 
pondents call you. I will not allow of Heraclitus. 

N. B. This letter is more than half as long 
again as yours. I heart^y thank you, that you 
were not curious in your writing, becaufe it fiir- 
nifhes me with an expufe for not tranfcribing 
this, which I fear is hardly legible. Dr. Atter- 
bury-s translation of the BtnHhment of Cicero 
feems to me admirably well done. The language 
is exceeding beautiful, and many of his trand 
lations from Tully arc as graceful ts the Latin, 



LETTER XIII. 

]FroM MR. HuG|i£9 TO MR. DoDDRfDCE. 

From my Herrritige of 
phildwick* Sept. 24, i;26. 

DEAR HORTENSIUS, 

IT is with great impatience that I have ex- 
pcdcd the agrceabljc letter which I received 
tp»day. Indeed I was afraid that the Belles 
Spiriluelles of Harbcrcugh, had nr.adc you for^ 

get 
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get your poor rcclufe friend, till you made me 
fenfible of the contrary^ by fo kind a remem- 
brance. 

I am furprifed you fhould make fuch a for- 
mal preamble about your Letters, after I had fb 
frankly declared my fentiments concerning them 
at St. Alban's. I fhall not repeat my encomi- 
ums, becauie I would not encourage you to re- 
turn the commendations. I find Flattery is your 
darling (in; it is an incurable diftemper*, 

Nataram expelles fuica, umen ufqoe recurret. 

Your character of NigriUa (hews that you are 
an admirable Painter, though your ftudy ieems 
rather to have been to draw fine than true pic- 
tures \ however I make allowances for your con- 
ftitution^ and particular defire to pleafe me. If 
flie prove half as charming as you huvc defcrib^ 
ed, her price will be above rubies : diough in 
this cafe you ought to have confidered how ea- 
fily Lovers are impofed on, and (hould rtther 
have (aid too litde than too much, in praife of 
my miftrefs. If I am not mifinfbrmed, ihe is 
far from being perfeftly difengaged*, and if fhe 
is, yet I muft expeA to meet with a good deal 
of oppofition from her friends, and I am not 
of a temper to ftruggle with difficulties -, io that 
we muft leave the ifTue to God and time -, for 
at prefent I fee no probability of fuccefs in an 
attempt of that nature. 

The Bamjhment of Cicero is one of the befl 

tranflations I have ever read •, it is in an excellent 

ftylc, and the compofition is well laid together. — 

D4 The 
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The Tnmilation of the Georgick> I cannot com- 
mend* it is poor and fpiritlefs, and as much in- 
ferior to Dryden's, as the fongs of Tom Durfey 
to the odes of Horace i though the Preface is 
written fo fenfibly» tlut I can hardly perfuade 
myfelf it is from the fame hand with the ver- 
iification.''-'— Z>r. Sherkck^s Difiourfes upon Pro- 
fhe(y have given me not only a great deal gf 
entertaiiunent but inftruAion ; he has thrown new 
light upon fome of the obfcureft texts and paf- 
fages of fcripture. I am particularly charmed 
with his account of the ftate of the earth after 
the Deluge^ and his DUIertatioDS upon the con- 
fequences of the Fall; where his notions, though 
new, ikmi ^ be perfefijy juft as well as inge- 
nious, I know not whether I (hould moft ad* 
mire th^ beauty of his imagination^ the ftrength 
of his judgment^ or the variety of hii learning, 
iP-^The poem of Thomfbn's upon Winter, is a 
noble produAion.~-I do not much reliib the new 
P«mpliraie on Job.^ I would have proceeded 
fuither^ and tranicribed fome of my Nug^ ca. 
v^^t Vut a black cloud is juft arifen from the 
regions of fpleen, which has overihadowed my 
mind^ , and incapacitated me from adding any 
thing but what it is aJmoft needlcfs to repeat, 
thgt I«n 

Your fincere friend, 

Heraclitus. 
Or if you do not like that name, 

Atticus. 

P. S. 

• By YoQog. 
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P. S. I fend you fo good a letter of my 
Brother's, that I am afraid you will difrelifh 
mine. 1 expeft you to iubicribe yourfelf by 
the name I have chriftened you with. 



LETTER XIV. 

FaOM TRB tAME«* 

From my CelU Odoher 29^ Mjsd* 
DEAR aiRs 

MY fpiritft are qiute broken with grief, on 
account of my mtsformnes ; in the de* 
gtiit language of icripture, ^ my way s9 hedged 
iq> wilji thorni «" My Tickets are aU come up 
BUidcai ao4 aU the comfort I have, i$ to ol^^ 
ferve thtit I am pitied by my frienda for. my 
ill fortune. My grief wiU not albw me to iajr 
finy thing mooe, but that I am with greater pro^^ 
priety than ever, 

HEBJ^CLITVa. 

Pray adminifter fbme confolation to me. 

* Thu Ibort letter 15 intnttA hy way of btrodtifiioa 
to the tagenioai an4 friendly one which codms afcei' it. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XV.» 

To MR. Hughes, 
Or hh ill ftccefs in the Lottety. 

Nov. 50, 1726. 

I Have juft been looking over the account 
which my dear Atticus gives me of his Mif- 
ibrtune in the late moil difadvantageous Lottery. 
I will not remind hhn how many more were 
as unfortunate as himfelf, finct that, to a man 
of his temper, would be rather an aggravation 
tkan a relief of his afflidion. And yet your 
awn Pliny (ays, that when he was in danger 
of being deftroyed by that eruption of Mount 
VefiiviosY which proved (b fatal to his learned 
unde, Poffim gkriari^ — mfi m cum mmhuj m»- 
ma nuam pirire mfero^ tmig^ iamm m$rtaUta^ 
tis fibuh enSdifimj L. vi. E. 20, which is (6 
odd a ikying for a man of his fmgular huma- 
nity, that I could not forbear mentioning it 
to aik your opinion of it. However, my good 
friend, 1 offer you no fuch miferable confbla. 
tion. No. Were I to fpeak of others as con- 
ctmed in the fame adventure, I would rather 
fbggeft, that it is poflible Providence may have 
ordered the ffTieel fb, that nhile you ieem- to 
be neglcAed, other perfons, of a like worthy 
charader, but in more neceflitous circumfbnces, 

may 

* FroB the author's Ibort haid copj. 
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may be relieved. It is poilible, that in confe- 
quence of your drawing a Blanks Come honeft 
family may have been prefcrved from ruiri: or 
perhaps Providence direAed the Prize, which had 
otherwife been yours, to ibme unthankful crea- 
ture, who had ever hitherto been infenfible of 
all its bounty, but is awakened by (o apparent 
^n interpofition in his favour, to know and 
adore its munificence, and fo is engaged to con- 
fecrate, not only his hew acquifition, but all his 
former pofTeilions, to ^e honour of God and 
the benefit of mankind. If this fhould be the 
cafe, the world would receive greater advantage 
from his fucceis, than it could have done from 
yours, as yon would have only been poileffol 
of the riches of the mind, in laying in a con- 
fiderable ftock of wi£]om and knowledge, which 
this oppoftunity. -would have afforded you, and 
have laid out but litde more than the value of 
your Prize in works of generofity and charity. 
Not to fay that this happy Adventurer, on this 
fiif^pofidon, has gained the pleafure of a virtuous 
life, and a happy immortality, by this little da- 
mage which you have fuftained 

You imagine, that your lofs is a ndsf^rtune 
tfi your Friends. But perhaps it is upon the whole 
a haj^inefe. Providence might know, that /in 
particular, had not attained to fuch a ftrength 
of virtue, as to be able to bear fuch an acceflion 
to my fortune, as would have been the confer 
quence of your getting one of the golden num* 
bers *, and (o may have affigned them to others, 

whofc 
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wHofe friends are more fit to receive the ad» 
Tantage of tKem, or otherwife are not the olv 
Jcfts of fo tender a care. We ought not only 
to be contented but thankful for this. 

I may more certainly add^ that with relation to 
your own perf^tal concernment^ your Heavenly Fa- 
ther, in his abundant wifdom and goodnefs, meant 
you kindly by fuch a difeppointnwnt. Perhaps 
he iaw, that fo tender and fo complaifant a tem- 
per was not fufficiently . prepared to withfbnd 
ibe temptations of a plentiful f«MPtune $ and that 
yoo aright have grown too fond of the world, 
which had cgtvitd U> many new, charms fbr your 
entertainment, and have been le& mindful of 
Aat glorious end, which yob are advancing to- 
wards, in fb pleafant a. way. Ok, who knowsi 
that the way would in faA ha^ve been more |dea- 
fimt to you? More coMma} omamencs of life 
you woidd certainly hove had, but not therefore 
certaunly more inward Content. Providence, no 
doubt, intends by diis diipenfadon, to teach yoa 
to moderate your expeftadoas, to fubmit to difl 
appointments, to contraA your regards for this 
world, and transfer diem to the ^ories of a fu- 
ture flate, and the durable riches which you will 
then polie6; and if this divkte temper be im- 
proved in your mind, by the lofs of a few 
pounds, believe me, my dear Atticus, it will 
contribute more to promote the happinefs of 
Kfe, than the gain of fo many hundreds or thou- 
fiuids with the injury of fuch a temper. 

Perhapt 
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Perhaps you will tell me, what I verily be- 
lieve, that nothing in this affair is fo af9iftiFe 
to you, OS that you arc deprived of the plea- 
fure of dUng good with what you have loft, 
or expedted to have gained. But I need not 
ten you» that in all our adb of benevolence we 
ought not fo much to regard the prefent indui- 
gence of natural temper, as the approbation of 
God and the reward of a future ftate. Now 
God fees all the fecret generofity of your foul, 
your tender companion for thofe ^t are in 
xnifery, your hearty defire of relieving them, 
your affeftionate prayers to the fountain of good 
to communicate to them thofe ieaionable fiip^ 
plies, which are m^ in the power of your own 
hand to give; and he has particularly been ac- 
quainted with all the generous projedbs you had 
formed for the publick good, on fuppofition of 
the fuccefs of your late adventure. Now you 
Itnow, that he does as gracioufly approve you, 
and will as bountifully reward you, for this 
honefl and liberal fentiment and intention, as 
he would have done for the adhial execution of 
them, if he had given you an opportunity for 
it. 

And as ftidi a generofity of foul, afting in 
proportion to prefent circumflances, is equally a- 
greeabk to God, and will produce as gracious 
an harvefl in a future flate, fo it is attended 
with fome confiderabk degree of the fame fatis- 
fa&ion at prefmt. You may now perhaps give 
a Shilling with as true overflowmg of foul, and 

al(noft 
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almoft as much joy too, as yoa could give a 
Guinea if you were twenty times as rich. For 
as we are much imprefled by pre(ent dbjtSb^ the 
fatisfadion which we find in the per^ornlahce of 
a generous a6tion towards any determinate per- 
fon, feems to be proportional to that degree of 
pleafure which we imagine he will find in receiv- 
ing the benefit. 

Now a virtuous and generous Beneficiary re- 
joices in the favour that is done to him, not 
merely According to the value of the favour ab*- 
(baftcdly confidered, but according to the degree 
of moral beauty which is to be found in the 
aft of conferring it : and this is in a great mea- 
fure to be cftimatcd by the confideration of the 
circumftances of the behefaAof. Therefore a man 
may receive a (hilling from you iiov(r, with al- 
moft as much pleafure as he Could receive a 
poimd of you, were you twenty times as rich ; 
and therefore you may in this refpeft bcftow 
as much, Q^ E. D. 

Perhaps I have been a little .too abftrufe in 
my reafbning upon this head, but I think there 
is fome meaning at the bottom, and my afTer- 
tion is confirmed by my own experience ; for 
I have found as exquifite pleafure in receiving 
Ibme little fervices from my friends, when at* 
tended with circumftances of generofity and en-*- 
dearment, as I ever did in any of greater im- 
portance. And it feems to be the thought of 
Solomon, when he iays, 7%^ dejire of a man is 
his kindnefs. 

After 
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After what I have iaid with relation to your 
Lo&, I muft tell you that I am heartily glad you 
are U> much more fuccefsful in the far nobler 
purTuit of learning and virtue. I have much 
to fay as to other particulars, but you fee I 
have but jull left myfelf room to add, that I 
am 

Your n[x>fl afFedionate 

HORTENSIUS. 



LETTER XVI.* 
From me. Hughes. 

DEAR SIR» Staplehorftf July, 1717. 

I Am now fafe in my Country-Returement, where 
in one week, notwithfbnding the many in- 
conveniences attending it, I have enjoyed more 
tranquillity than for many months before. O 
happy Solitude ! thou befl friend to facred con- 
templation ! Here I can fleal away from the 
world and all its allurii^ avocations ! Here only 
can I learn the divine art of living* and dying! 
Staplehurft is a Country. Village, not (6 large 
at Kibworth, and the country round is very de- 
lightful at this feafbn of the year. I lodge very 

comfort- 

* I would guard feme paru of this letter, which may. 
be thoaght ntber exceptionable, by referriiig my readen. 
to the Biihop of Worcefter's Dialogue on the fubjed 
of Rnirmimt. No. U. 
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comfortably, diough without die advantages of 
die polite (bcicty about you. My landlord and 
his wife are very civil, focial, fenfible people; 
and I never in my life, excepting fome time 
at the academy, lived fo much to my fatisfaftion. 
There are about twenty regular Minifters of our 
perfuaiion in this county, who are men of piety 
and parts, with whom I maintain a friendly cor- 
reQxmdence. Before I left Ware for this place, 
the congregation there met together, aCnd offer- 
ed me fifty pounds a year to continue among 
them as my Father's affiftant, which I refufed 
for the fake of peace and humble obfcurity. For 
the (ame reafbn, I declined accepting in the Efta- 
blidiment a Living of twice die value of what 
I now enjoy, which was offered to me by the 
Biftiop of Winchefter, through his chaplain, who 
is a prebendary of that church ; and others have 
propofed to me a genteel Lefturefhip in one <rf* 
the beft churches in the city, worth fourfcore 
pounds per annum, and very litrie work to do 
for it: which advantages for die prcfent, and all 
flattering hopes for the future, I have renounced, 
Alas! what fliould I do with places of profit 
and preferment, who mortally hate the noife and 

I the buflle of publick life ? I am not made for 

die world, nor the worid fi^r mei wherefore 
ftiould a groveling worm that lives fecure at the 
r bottom, afpire to be placed at the top of the 

^ mole-hill, and thereby be expofed to imminent 

danger? Why flioukl I be ambitious of the 
notice and obfervadon of mankind, who am but 

one 
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one diminutive atom in the mighty mafs of 
matter, an inconikierable part of the great cre- 
ation ? beiides, within a few years (whidi are but 
larger moments) this idle farce will be at an 
end, and then what will it fignify who perfo- 
nated the beft figure in the mafquerade, when 
men muft be honoured or degraded according 
to their real charaders. But whither ani I ram- 
bling? Farewell Redeem time. Remember thar 
latter end: and when Aou worftiippeft befotv 
the mercy-feat, be mindful of a miferable fimieri 
and thy unprofitable but fincere friend, aikl wea^ 
ry fdlow-^jrilgrim, 

P. S. 1 hesirtily thank you for the particular 
account you have given me of Mr. Some^s ill- 
nefs and death; and can truly. fay, that if you 
have not blended the poet with the hiflorian^ 
I never heard of a more chriftian death, and 
never read a more inflraftive narrative. 1 thmk 
it is^ a pity, that what is fb edifying fhouH be 
concealed from the world, therefore could wi/h, 
Aat the ^ funeral- fermon, with his charafter, were 
inade publick. 

I fhould be glad if you can procure for me^ 
at any rate, Auftirfs Devotions.^ You may re- 
coiled it at Mr. Jennings's. I cannot get it in 
London. 

E LETTER 

^ The author of tbU book was IFilliAm Ju^bm, J^. $/ 
LhuMi Inn. He ' wrote feveral other pieces, as Haec* 
Homo, or the Excellency of Women, and died aboat the 

*year 
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LETTER XVIL* 

To MISS ' 

On breaking her Arm by a Fall from a Horfe* 

DE/r madam, November i8, 1727. 

I Have juft received the melancholy news of 
your Folly and the (ad confequences with 
which it has been attended. Mrs. W. who gives 
me this unwelcome information, adds, that though 
you are on the mending hand you ftill continue 
very ill. I cannot fet myfelf to any other bu- 
iinds till I have taken a few minutes to tell 
you how fenfibly I fympathize with you in your 
ibrrows. As my obligations to your excdlent 
family are very great, I cannot but have an 
undiflembled afFeftion for every member of it, 
and I am fure dear Mife ' has al- 

ways had her full fhare in my heart; as in- 
deed, who could forbear to admire and love 

lb 

year i658» There is feme account of him in Gran- 
gcr'i Biographical Hifiory of England, and in Howell's 
Leuers, where there is one written to him. — ** His De« 
votions were reformed and purged from their popifli tenets 
by Dr* Hicks, and afterwards by Mr. Dorrington ; and 
great nfe hath been made of them by many other devott^ 
onal writers. They conuin fuch noble and fublime ftrains 
of Devotion, as are not to be met with any where but 
IB the Bible* So devout may a Papift be !" 

MItMkfaift. 

• * From the author's fliort hand copy. 
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fo much piety and good fenfe, when fet off by 
the ornaments of a beautiful form, and a moft 
engaging temper ? I know too, that my Friend- 
fhip for you was both fincere and tender, but I 
was nevtr fully appriwd of its degree till fince 
it pleafed God to vifit you with that afflidion, 
which now lies fo heavy upon you, and gives 
you the jufteft title to the companion of ftran- 
gers, and much more of friends. But alas ! haw 
Vain is the compaffion of human friends in a 
cafe like yours ; and indeed in any cafe ? when 
it is left to itfelf, it can only fit dowh and 
weep over calamities which it knows not how to 
relieve. I do therefore. Madam, moft importu- 
nately recommend you to the compaifion of that 
God, who can eafily raife you out of all youi^ 
troubles, and can make your afflidlion the means 
of your happineis. How happy fhould I eftecm 
myfelf, if I might be in any d^ree a worker 
together with him, towards promoting (b excd- 
lent a fervice as your ipiritual improvement by 
this afflidtive providence. Permit me. Madam, 
humbly to attempt it, and haftily to mention a 
few hints of a ferious nature^ which I imagine 
peculiarly iuitable to your prefent circumftances* 

It may feem nowife unfuitable to the occa- 
fion of my writing, to urge that fubmffion to the 
divine wiU which becomes us under every chaf- 
tifement. But this is, no doubt, the matter of 
frequent refleftion and difcouffe with you ; the 
known piety of your general charader, and the 
remarkable meeknefs and fweetnefs of your tern- 
E 2 per, 
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per, make it JcTs hcceflary for me to infift up- 
on it. I am fuUy perfunded. Madam, that you 
do not, allow yourfelf to murmur and repine a- 
gainft the Lord who fmiteth you. But pardon 
me if I a(fc> whether you be not too ready to 
for^t youf obligations to love and fraifi ? I 
look upon it as one of the greateft defers in 
the chairafter.of good people, and a$ the founda- 
tion of nianymore vifible irregularities, that they 
delight. in Qod no more, and that they pr^ 
him no more. Too much is this excellent work 
tKgled»d in tjbe midft of health, profperity, and 
cbearfulneia ; but when affli<^on comes, and ef- 
pfciaU^ when it comea in ib terrible a form as 
thi# which \m lately vifited you, a Chriftian ia 
ready to imagine, that it is enough to be quiet 
and reiigned, asid that he i$ fairly excufod ftt>m 
fiich deli^itjful excrciies of foul, which feem un- 
fnimble to h gloomy a feafon. But let u$ learn 
to oorreiSl fo unreaibnable a thought, and furely 
a little refleAk>n might teach us to correA it. 

With regard to your prefent circumftances— 
you. Madam, are exercifed by the anguiih of a 
Man Bone J which may probably exceed the ima- 
gination of thofe who have not known it by 
firtil experience i but is it not juft foundation of 
joy and of praife, that your life is ftill pro- 
lotted to you ? It is true, your behaviour, fo far 
aa I have had the opportunity of obferving it, 
has been frich as could not deferve fo much aa 
the tendereft reproof of a friend *, but you will 
humbly acknowledge, what no human creature 

can 
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can deny, that an omnifcient and a holy God 
has ieen many offences in a life whkh to men 
has appeared moft unexceptionable and moft a- 
miable. And you are not to learn, that the 
finalieft violation of his fkred law may juftly 
expofe us to all the miferies of a future ilate. 
And is it not matter of praife that you are yet • 
in the hnd of the living, and within the reach 
of pardon and of hope ? Nay, I do verily be- 
lieve, that through divine grace, you are already 
in a ftate of reconciliation and favour vridi God, 
and m the way to everlafting happineis; and 
when you think of the glory that fliall be re- 
vealed, and think of your own intereft in it, 
furely your heart might overflow with thankful- 
fie& and joy, though your prefent agonies were 
multiplied upon you. The(e, Madam, are noble 
refources of confolation, which ihould not be 
forgotten in your moft painful > moments — that 
God is your fether, Chnft your £iviour, and 
Heaven your eternal inheritance. 

But farther, when you attentively fiirvey the 
prefent difpenfadon, you will certainly find, that 
there is a Mixture of Mercy in it^ and all that 
mixture of mercy is in a piroportionable d^ee 
matter of praife. You have broken your arm : 
but had not mercy interpofed, you would not 
have -furvived to have been fenfible of it. A 
very fmall alteration in the circumflances of your 
Fall might have^ made it fatal to your life. 
You are made to pofTefs days of anguifh, and 
wearifome nights are appointed to you ; but does 
E 3 not 
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not an indulgent Providence furround you with 
comforts, which mollify your fenfe of that dif- 
trefs? I need not infift upon thofe inftances 
which fo grateful a heart camiot overlook. You 
recoiled the piety and taidemefs of your excel- 
lent parents: you obferve the refped and aiFec- 
• tion of nmny other agreeable and valuable friends : 
you review that affluence of worldly pofleifions 
which, through the divine goodnefs, is flowing 
in upoi;! you, and fumifhes you with the moft 
judicious advice, the moft proper remedies, and 
the moft agreeable accommodations and enter- 
tainments, which your prefent qircuniftances can 
require and admit. And in the force of thefe 
united confideradQns, you own, that it is rea- 
fonable even now tq praife the Lord, who is 
daily loading you with his benefits, and vaftly 
overbalances your afflidion with mercies. 

But what if I fhould proceed ftill farther and ' 
maintain, not only that it is your duty to praife 
God for his other mercies, though he has af- 
fiided you, but to praife him for tlus affli3ion as 
a mercy j I fliould fay no more than the Scrip* 
ture warrants, when it exhorts us " in every thing 
to give thanks," a^d tells us that " all things 
(hall work together for good to them that love 
God." 

I know. Madam, and I perfuade myfelf you 
ferioufly confider, that the interefts of the Soul, 
are vaftly more valuable than thofe of the Body. 
Now it is certain, that fuch a calamity as this 
jnajr be the means of great improvemcni and ad-* 

vantage 
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vantage to your Soul. It may wean your heart 
ftotti the world, and fix it upon God more than 
before : it may make you a more lively and zea« 
lous Chriftian, and by coniequence, more happy 
and ufeful in life, and more glorious through- 
out all the ages of eternity. And if it has a 
tendency to promote fo exalted an end, you have 
certainly reaibn to blefs God for it, though it 
be attended with ibme trying circiunftances; as 
you would approve and be thankful for the fet- 
ting of a broken Bone, though it were a very 
painful operation, (ince it was fo fubfervient, and 
indeed fo neceflary, to the pleafiire and ufeful- 
ne& of life. 

As all afflidions have, by the divine bleffing, 
a tendency to lead the mind into ibme ferious 
Reflections, io every particular trial has its own 
peculiar advantage, which it is proper for us to 
fhidy while we are under the preflure of it. 

That I may give my dear and excellent friend 
all the afliftance I can, I will mention y^m^ heads of 
religious contemplation which occur to my thoughts, 
as peculiarly proper to dwell upon while we are 
aftually in Pain. And if it pleafe God to im- 
prefe them deeply upon your mind, you will 
find. Madam, that it will be worth your while 
to have born the fmart of an afflidion, which 
may prove fo inftruftive and fo beneficial. 

I. It is now peculiarly proper to think, how 

infupportably dreadful muft the agonies of Hell be! 

If one drop of the divine difpleafure, or one 

fh-oke which he inflifts in love to his Child, be 

E 4 iufHcient 
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fuificient to throw us into fo much diftrefs, what 
muft it be to fall into the hands of God, as an 
irreconcilable enemy, and to ftand the fliock of 
diat horrible tempeft which he fhall pour out 
upon the finally impenitent? If it be {o difii- 
cult to bear the diforder of one iingle limb, 
where other drcumftances around us are juft as 
we could wiih them, and the tendered friends 
are doing ^eir utmoft to eafe and delight us 
under our forrows, what muft it be to dwell 
for evd- in that region of horror, where every 
member of the body ajid every ftculty of the 
(o\x\ fhall be the feat of torment, and every fur* 
rounding perfbn and circumftance confpire to 
aggravate and inflame it? "Fly, O my Soul! 
fxxmi fo dreadful a condemnation ; abhor tha 
thought of any thing which would expofe thee 
to it( and adore the riches of redeeming love, 
by which thou art delivered from gobg down 
to the pit." 

a. Another very proper reflection in our pain- 
ful hours may be, iow rich was the hve §f Jefits 
CfiTiJij tuio iviuld bur fo much fain for our fal" 
vdtioni 

^ Do I find it, you will fay, fo difficult a voslU 
ter to bear up under my prefent anguifh, though 
only one member of my body fuffcrs, what then 
did my Saviour feel, when he was expiring uiw 
der the agonies of the crofs! what was it to 
have the toidereft parts of his body pierced with 
thorns and with naik, and to be (Wretched out 
upon the crds, as on a rack, till ahnofl every 

joint 
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joint was out of its place (which you know, Mx- 
dam, was the common pain of crucifixion ;) 
befides all that more intolerable torment which 
he bore from the immediate hand of his Fa-* 
ther, which threw him into a bloody (weat, when 
no hiunan agony was near him ! Little, O 
my Redeemer! littk can I conjedure of the 
bitterness of thine agonies from the pain I now 
fed ; but iince that which I now feel is fo acute 
and fo grievous, let me take a few moments 
from my forrows and my groans to admire and 
celebrate thy inconceivable Love, which bore the 
forrow which was infinitely more dreadful." 

3. When we feel ourfelves in pain, it is pe- 
culiarly proper to rcfled dn the great mercf of 
God in having former fy given us^ fo much eafe. 

" How many have been continued in life while 
dirrounded with innumerable calamities and ac- 
cidents, wliich might not only have been pain« 
fill, but mortal to me; and in all this Year how 
many days, how many weeks hsve there been 
in which I have enjoyed uninterrupted eafe ; or 
rather, how few hours and moments have there 
been in which I have felt even the flighted 
pain? If God has changed the difpeniation of 
his providence towards me, I fed the value of 
that mercy which I was ta infenfible of. Let 
me now praife him for what I formerly enjoy- 
ed, but undervalued \ finoe it might probably be 
the dei^n of this prefent afflidtion to rebuke 
my former infenfibility, and recover that tribute 

of 
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of praife which I had neglefted immediately to 
pay.'> 

4. When we feel pain taking hold of us, we 
may refleft, how much reafon we have to piy the 
fains and the forrows of others. 

" I have too often been forgetful of them when 
abfent, and have been too negligent in praying 
for them, though perhaps their cafe has been 
attended with very lamentable circumftances. Now 
I know by my own experience, a part of what 
they feel, and perhaps no more than a part. Lef 
me, after the example of my Redeemer, learn 
by my own fuflferings, to fympathize with my 
Brethren in theirs; and let me impart fuch 
compaflion to them as I would now defire from 
thofe that are around me.** 

5. When we are under pain of body, it is 
proper to refleA, how vain is every thing in tfus 
worlds and how infinitely preferable an intereji in the 
divine favour. 

One fuch day as many of thofe have been 
which you have lately pafled, may fervc inftead 
of a thoufand rational arguments to convince 
you of this. How has the accident of a mi- 
nute impaired your rclifti for thofe entertain- 
ments, which before were exceedingly agreeable 
to you ! Thofe things, in which the greater part 
of mankind place their fuprcme happinefs, are 
little or nothing in thefe affliftive moments. The 
delicacy of food, the ornaments of drefs, nay 
even the converfation of friends, are not now 
what you thought them a few days ago. But 

you 
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you find. Madam, that your God is Jiill the fame \ 
and the thoughts of your intereft in him grows 
more and more delightful, in proportion to that 
degree in which the charms of created objefts 
fade and difappear. Yet, when your health and 
ftrength are compleatly reftorcd, as I pray they 
may Ipeedily be, created Vanity may grow charm- 
ing again, and tempt your heart to a forgetful- 
neis of God. But then I hope. Madam, you 
will recolleft the view in which they appeared 
in the days of weakneis and of psun ; and the 
more carefully you attend to that view now, 
the ^ more, likely will you be to recoiled: it with 
advantage. 

6. In your preient afflidion, it is peculiarly 
proper to think of diat hetvuenly worlds which is, 
as I verily believe, the great objeft of your hope, 
and through grace, yoxu: eternal inheritance. 

All the ftorms and tempefts of Life fhould 
force us into that blefTed harbour. And I am 
perdiaded our views of Heaven would be more 
affeAing, if we were to. confider it as a place, 
where we Ihall be free, not only from all trou- 
ble in general, but from that particular trouble 
which at prefent lies heavy upon us, and there- 
fore is apprehended in all its aggravations. It 
is proper under fuch an afflidion as this, to re- 
fled on the New Jerufalem : there fhall be no 
more pain. " O my Soul ! dwell upon the thought, 
and in that view breathe after it, and rejoice in 
the expeftation of it.'* 

If 
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If thefe thoughts, Madam, which appear fo 
proper in your prefetit drcumftances, be ferioufly 
attended to and purfued, you will foon fee the 
advantage of them. Your heart, which is already 
&> pious and excellent, will come like gold out 
of a furnace . of fire, purified feven times ; and 
upon the whole, you will reap fuch happy fruits, 
both for time and eternity, from thefe lad ca^ 
hmitous events, that you will no longer have 
room to queftion, whether it be the proper ob- 
jcft of Praife. 

I am iurprifed to fee, that before I was a- 
ware, my Letter is fwelled into a Sermon. But 
I find. Madam, in this as in other inftances, 
that it is eafy to fpeak out of the abimdance of 
the heart-, which I am fure I always do, when 
I give vent to any fentiments of Friendftiip to- 
wards you. There is a plainneis and fi-eedom 
in what 1 have written, which to fome other per- 
fons, I might think it neceflary to excufe, but 
I will not make any apology to you, for I am 
fure you have fo mudi good fenfe as to (ee, and 
£o much candour as to believe, that this free- 
dom proceeds only from that inexprefiible refpeA 
and tendemeis with which I am^ 
Dear Madam, 

Your moft affedionate, 

and moft humble iervant, 
Philip Doddridce* 
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LETTER XVIII.* 

To A YOUKQ LA0Y, 

PrepaiiAg lor a Voyage to the lodiet* 

MADAM, Northampton, Feb. 14, i729-*30« 

THOUGH I have not; the happinefs of a 
peHbnal acquaintance with you, your good 
Mother informed me at large of your charafter 
and circumftances ; and it is by her defire that 
I ufe a freedom in addrefliog you which would 
not otherwife be pardonable in one who is a 
ftranger. You will eafily imagine that your con- 
cerns lie with a very g^-eat weight upon her 
mind. She is tenderly folicitous, that whither- 
Cbever you go "the gracious prefence of a Hea- 
venly Parent, and a pious fenfe of duty to him^ 
may always accompany you. And as flie knows 
you muft refign fome of thofe religious advan- 
tages, which you have long enjoyed, ihe has 
boen urgent with me to put fomething into 
your hand which may be reviewed whenever you 
pleaie, and which by the divine bleffing may be 
ufeful to you, as being peculiarly fuited to your 
prefent circumftances. 

On my part, Madam, I undertake the tafk 
with a great deal of chearfiilnefs ; not only to 
oblige her, who is my valuable friend, but with 
ibme encouraging hopes that it may be fervice- 

able 

* From the aathor't fhort hand copy. 
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able to you. And I will freely own, that I en- 
ter into the cafe with fomething of a peculiar 
tendemefs, as it relates to a Lady in the bloom 
of life, of an agreeable perfon, and a promiiing 
character. I have had a great many anxious 
thoughts about you fince your Mother and I 
talked of you, which we have frequently done ; 
fo that you and your aifiurs are grown very 
familiar to my mind, and I begin to enter in- 
to them with fomething of the affeftion of a 
Brother. 

I hope this concern may (ufficiently juftify a 
pl^nnefs, which in fuch a cafe, becomes almoft 
unavoidable; and I perfuade myfelf. Madam, 
that when you confider it as proceeding from 
(uch a principle, you will not be offended ; though 
I tcU you diat I almoft tremble to think of Ac 
variety of dangers to which you are going to 
be cxpofed. I am young myfelf, yet I have 
already learnt by too frequent experience, that 
in the morning of life we naturally delude our- 
felves with pleafing dreams; we fix our eyes on 
what is mod delightful in a diftant profpcft, 
but either entirely overlook what is dangerous 
and threatening, or at moft beftow but a tran- 
fient glance upon it. You think, no doubt, with 
a great deal of pleafure, of feeing a variety ^of 
new objefts in a fine country, vaftly different 
from our own ; efpecially in meeting a Brother 
whom you have never yet feen,* but who has 

exprefled 

* Probably, he went to India before the young Lady 
wat born» or daring her infanqr* 
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expreffed the tendereft regard for you at fo re- 
mote a diftance. You are charmed with the 
proCpcA of meeting him in a place where he 
knows not any fuperior, of Sharing with him in 
his plenty and magnificence, and being treated 
by all about you with the refpeA due to a Go- 
vernor's fifter. I own there is fomething very 
{piendid and ftriking in fuch a view, and I 
heartily congratulate you upon it But let me 
indreat you. Madam, to confider how pofiible it 
is, that you may never reach the country which 
is ,to be the fcene of (o many entert^ments. 
There are unknown hazards in the voyage to 
the Indies; and it is pcilible that before you 
have dispatched half of it, feme une^q^eded event 
may happen to put a period to thefe hopes 

and to your life. Or, if you reached 

It is certain that dangers will attend you there, 
and dangers which will be £0 mudi the greater 
as you are the leis lenfible of them. I know 
that many of our foreign Governors live in a 
kind of princely grandeur and magnificence, fo 
that you really need almoft as much wifdom 
and goodnefs as if you were going to Court. 
You will fee a great deal of vanity and pomp, 
and no doubt a great deal of luxury too, if not 
in. the Governor himfelf, of whom I hear a 
very re^pedable charafter, yet at leaft in ibme 
of his retinue. You will hear a great deal of 
Flattery, the ihame of our fex, and the ruin of 
yours, and the dangers which conceal the fharp- 
eft and the moft fisital ftings, are thofe which 

will 
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will accofl: you with the fofteft airs, and th* 
tnoft fmiling countenance. On the other hand^ 
Madam, it is very uncertain what advantage^ 
of a religious nature you will enjoy, to couti- 
terbalance thefe enfnaring circumflances. Yet I 
think I may venture to fay, that whitheribevcr 
you go, were it in your own country, and 
much more in a foreign land, it is at leaft a 
thoufand to one, that you exchaage for the 
worfe when you quit the miniftry of Mr. Jen- 
nings, with whofe excellent charafter 1 am well 
acquainted, and in whofe pulpit you have pro* 
bably feen me, if you have feen me at all. 

When I coniider thefe things, 1 am very ibu 
licitous with regard to ^e Ejid of them'; and 
will plainly confeis, I cannot but think, that 
humanly fpeaking, there is a great deal €£ rea* 
(on to fear left this lovely iower which is now 
opening with fo much beauty and fmgrancy, 
(hould be blafted by too warm a fun, and wi. 
ther in that luxurious (oil to which it wilt be 
tranfplanted. Or, in plainer terms, I fear, what 
God ibrbid, that the impreflion of a religious 
education will wear ofF from your mind, and 
the vain allurements of an en&aring woHd will 
pofleis themfelves of your heart, 611 by infenfi- 
ble degrees your vhtue may be endangered, and 
your foul rained. I iay not thefe things, Ma- 
dam, to difluade you from the Voyage -, no, it 
is not in my power to do it, and if it were, I 
fliould not by any means attempt it. But I rcr 
prefent the cafe in all its dangerous circumftan- 

ces. 
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cci, & fir « I apprehend them, that you may 
be ffMlomed to a proper care in providing a-^ 
gdnft liifim. And here it is evident, that your 
aktj fecuritf is in die proteftion and friendfhip 
of that God, who has all the feafons and ele- 
nseifts vnder his command, and who, by his fe- 
cret, bat powerful, influence on the mind, can 
ptcCerPt it in the midft of temptation, and bright^ 
en it by all its trials. 

And therefore my firft advice is, that before 
yen begin this important and doubtful Voyage, 
you fet ymirfelf repeatedly to examine into the 
^Ctt of your foul, widi regard to God and eter- 
nity. It would be doing you a great deal of 
WTMg to {\xppofc you are ignorant c^ the ftate 
in which the goipel found us, and of that into 
which it is intended to bring us. You know 
ihe arigind claim of God upon us, and how 
far the moft innocent and virtuous of us hath 
been ftem anfw^ng it exaftly in all its extent. 
You know ibmething of the fatal confequences 
which would have attended that revolt, had 
God treated us with rigorous feverity; though 
IHlile knows them in their full terror. You are 
acquainted with the gracious method he has taken 
df Itcoveriitg us by a Redeemer from the ruin of 
thfe apoftacy, and the way m which the invalu- 
able bleffings of the everlafting covenant are now 
offered to our acceptance. Let it be your im- 
mediate and diligent inquiry, whether you have 
fallen irt with this merciful propofal, and have 
l^lutdy and entirely >devot«l yourfelf to God, 

F with 
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with an humble dependance on the merits of 
his Son for your acceptance, and the affiftance 
of his good Spirit to form you to a holy tem- 
per, and animate you to the zealous difcharge 
of all the duties he requires of you. If you 
have not yet entered yourfclf into this covenant^ 
or are dubious whether you have done it or 
no, let it be your immediate care now to do 
it with the mod ferious confideration and entire 
confcnt, as knowing it to be abfolutely neceflary 
for your fecurity and happineis in the fiifeft and 
moft cheering circumftances of life, and much 
more in fuch as I have now defcribcd. If you 
liave the teftimony of your confcience on the 
favourable fide, as I would hope you have, per- 
mit me humbly to advifc you, if you have a con- 
venient opportunity, to confirm it in the moft 
folemn manner at the table of the Lord: There 
commit your life and your hopes to his provi- 
dential care. Open your heart to the influences 
of his grace -, and publickly vow a determinate 
refolution that you will be the Lord's ; that 
you will be conftantly and eternally his; and 
that in the ftrength of his Spirit, neithef life nor 
death (hall feparate you from him. 

When once this is done, you are happily 
armed againft all the uncertainties of life, and 
the profpcdls of death in whatever form it 
may appear. Your foul may be calm in the 
niidll of the tempcft •, when thunders roll, and 
lightnings dart from above, and the waves 
are foaming and the fcas roaring around you % 

when 
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when the hearts of the moft experienced mariner 
and the moft ooun^eous conmiander are difinay- 
«d, you. Madam, with all the tendernefs of your 
age and fex, may fit down with a fweet tran- 
quility, as the charge and favourite of him, 
who has universal nature under his controul ; 
you may fay in the triumphant words of the 
Pialmift, " God is my refi^ and my ftrcngth, 
a very prefent help in every time of trouble. 
Therefore will I not fear in the midft of con- 
fufion ; though the fea roar and be troubled, 
ib that the mountains ihake with the fwelling 
thereof: the LordofHoftsis with us, the God 
of Jacob is my refuge/* Or, ibould the dread- 
ful moment of Shipwreck come, while ungodly 
wretches are meeting the &c& death with un- 
known agony, as apprehending that it will tranf- 
mit them to all the terrors of the fecond, you 
may finile with a holy tranfport, when you fee 
the rays of heavenly glory fhooting through 
the gloomy paflage y and, as Mr. Howe beauti- 
fully exprefles it, may ^^ embrace that friendly 
wave which, while you intended — 7—-, fliould 
land you in heaven/' On the other hand, fhould 
Providence, according to my moft aiFedionate 
wifties and repeated prayers, condud you in 
fafety to your intended harbour, pn this fuppo- 
lition of your early and fincerc devotednefs to 
God, you will be fecure in the. midft of temp- 
tation -, not indeed in the ftrength of your own 
.virtue, but in the watchful care of that go^d 
Shepherd, who tenderly carries the lambs of the 
F 2 flock 
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ifetk in hts bbfoin: tvtr^ thing CflehAid and 

ftoififtg which yba-#ill *Ac« vwth tt ^ ■» 

ihftead of aUemrting ydur heart fr&in tjod^ may 
bfe a fheatis of tiaifing it tb him. All ^e ad- 
tttnlagtfe of your ci^ownfttotes m4y be improv- 
ed to the ttohklk pur{kife^, and ytM may ap- 
^eiar in that cohTpicu^oua Aiition, aa tuiftd by 
Providaicfe to dif^ittf the chariM of your cha- 
fftAet, afid to ret^mikieflid rd&pc/a to otiwrs^ 
a§ it nevtt aj^ars in ^ itiort amiabk i%ht 
thim ivheh praftiied by tlidfe who are entering 
on !ife, and are (kfrourtded ^A live (aQum- 
iiients of plenty and p^tneCs. 

And this, Madam, is what I wocdd have you 
piropofe to yourfelf. It will ind«ed be inppy 
fyr you and for ybur dcau^ft friends, if you 
contmue fafe in the thiAlt of Co many dangers. 
But flhethinks you ought not to reft here. I hope 
God will infpire you with a glorious ambition 
<^ adorning your profeflion by the luftre of un- 
oommon vittue, and being eminently honourable 
tnd ufeful in life. Fdr your affiftance in this 
aoble attempt, I w31 prefume fo far on your 
paJtJence as to offer you fome naore particular 
^vices, fubmitdng them to your deliberate re- 
fiedion, Aat y^u may judge how hr they are 
neceflary or important. 

Aa God is iht Support of the whole world 
of his tte$Sxth!B^ ib I believe, all, whomx ex- 
tierimentally aequiiinted with religion, will readily 
^iAow, that proper and conftant regards to God 
tt« the (upport of all the other bnuiches of it. 

I would 
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I would there£ve, Madamy ei^idiort yon to the 
moA diUgettf: care in xoaiutauping tboie fcgairdft 
I^ct na d^y paft wittvwt form hurs^lfi wd af. 
ft^KoMte vifits to the tkrone of gruce* Reg'oice 
to think, tliat whitlieriQever you gQ» you lure 
fiiU in a proviocQ of tbat univeHal empiie over 
wfekich tie prei^(]esjK and aa )iie is capable of be- 
ing your heft ftiwA^ remen^r, I intreat you^ 
that aeither duty nor prudenqe will permit you 
to aegleft lum* L^t ieq^et prayer at4 reac^ng 
the iopq^res always he ^ttjended to with gre^ 
diligence \ and fix it as a msixim in your mniin 
that however the outward form may be goM 
through,, theie duties are in oSkA^ neglededg^ if 
they are not feriouily wd heartfty performed. 

ThaakfiiUy iniprave all thoie publick advaiw 
tagea, which, whea you anrre at the F^&ory^ 
you may enjoy for the goqd of your foul. ) 
jmuld be much concerned, that you s^ay not go 
abrcmd with an entire contempt for all religbus 
opportuni^ which are not juft fuch as you 
could wiflk Thoiqch a Form be probably Ids 
iiiited to your tafte as well as mine, than the 
prayers we have been accuftomed to, yet divine 
influences may m^ it very refreihing, I doubt 
not, but many pious jbuls ia the eftablilhed 
ChujFch, have daily converies with God in the 
offices of it (and I heartily rejoice in the thought.) 
And aa for the doiftrines of it, you will not find 
much to coqaplain of. The main doubt is, how 
thefe things will be handled* I hope Providence 
F 3 will 
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will fo order it, that you may have the afltftancer 
of a Clergymail, who will not only be careful 
to fpeak the words of truth and {bbeme&, but 
mil throughout the whole of his miniftration 
and converfation be animated by a deep and 
lively fenfc of religion, an ardent zeal for the 
honour of God, and a tender concern for the 
£dvation of fools. But if it (hould happen othicr- 
wife, endeavour to make the beft of what you 
hear, and carry a few good Books with you, 
which by the bleffing of God, may in part make 
up for the want c^ more fuitable publick affift* 
ances. You may then have an opportunity of 
hearing, as it were, fbme of the beft of our 
preachers almoft every day, and may be fecure 
of meeting with fome of die moft valuable of their 
difcourfes. I would on this occafion, recommend 
to you the three volumes of Dr. JVaHs^s Ser^ 
monsj his Difcaurfes en the Love of God^ his I^mns^ 
Pfalms^ and Lyric Poems j Dr. Evanses ChriJHan Tern- 
pcTj in two volumes, and his Sermons to Toung 
Peopk^ Stemutfs Reafonabknefs of early Piety ^ and 
I had almoft faid above all the reft. Dr. Upright's 
Treatife on Regeneration^ and of the deceitfulnefs of 
Sin. 1 fee not well, how any of thcfe can be 
(pared -, and I fhall defire you to accept of the 
two laft, bound together, as a fmall teftimony 
of my fincere fnendfhip. Above all. Madam, 
I would moft eameftly intreat you to make the 
Scriptures very familiar to you. It is by thcfe 
diat the you^g may cleanfe their wayj and in the 

morning 
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morning of life be formed upon maxims of the 
tmeft and the mod important wiidom. David's 
Pfalms^ Solomon's Proverbs^ and Ecclejiaftes^ and the 
whok New Teftamenfj are the parts of Scripture 
which I would efpecially recommend; and would 
intreat you to read them, not in an hafty and 
curfory manner, but with deep refleftion and 
eameft prayer to God for the affiftance of his 
Spirit in the ftudy of them -, and on fuch a pe« 
ru&l', I am confident, you will find a fpirit, a 
beauty, and a glory in them beyond what the 
generaUty of the world apprehend. This guide 
alone is incomparably preferable to all the books 
and the friends upon earth without it. Follow 
it fteadily, and it will lead you to heaven. 

As to your Behaviour to your fellow-crea- 
tures, the direftions of Scripture will be highly 
ferviceable. In the moft important article, your 
great care, Madam, muft be to accommodate the 
general precepts of it to your own particular 
circumftances of life, and you muft beg that 
God would give you wifdom to do it. 

You cannot but know, that a Young Lady is 
expo(ed to a variety of temptations peculiar to 
her age and fex, efpecially in the company of 
gentlemen, whofe profeflions and conditions of 
life may not incline them to the greateft de- 
cency and fobriety of behaviour; and it will 
require great prudence on your part to manage 
well here. I would not injure fo fair a charac- 
ter by infinuating the moft diftant caution againft 
any thing that is infamoufly bad Your princi- 
F 4 pal 
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pal difficulty will be in keeping jiowfelf intm 
from thofe importunities which are en mwy tc-* 
counts inconvenient, though rejeded with the 
greateft refolution and refentment. And here. 
Madam, I would by ao means advife you ti» 
put on an air of feverity in the converiation ef 
men, as if you were apprehenfive of {bm« cii* 
minal deiign in all they faid or did. Such a 
behaviour is fo far Arom being ornamental, that 
I will frankly confeis, it appeairs to me not only 
groundleis and ridiculous, but fupercilious too. 
Yet there is, if one knew how to d^cFibe \U ^ 
kind of referve mixed with the moft cbecffi^ 
freedom -, that gaiety which ftrikes aa awe on 
the licentious beholder, and infpires a reverenct 
even for the moft gentle charmer. It would 
make a man blu(h at the fecret confiriouiivifs 
of the leaft irregular thought with regard to ia 
excellent, 1 had almoft faid, fo facred a creature, 
I am afraid. Madam* the delicacy of my fubjed 
has made pie a little obfcure *, but I fancy oa 
reflection, you will find fomcthing of a mean- 
ing in it : and I imagine it * to be much the 
(ame with that, which is much better expreOed 
in the following Kpigram, which may probably 
be the more agreeable to you, as it is to me, 
for being the produftion of a Lady about your 
own age. I had it from a perfon of quality,, 
fnd am told that copies are but in few hands. 

While 
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While thirft of praUe^ aftd fond defirt of £m#» 
In every age it every wpinan't aim j 
With coartfiiip picaled, of filly torture prouJ, 
Fond of a train, and happy tn a cmiid'; 
While vain coqaeti affed t« ha porflitil^ 
Aad think thty 'm hoaeft if oot ffoblt ^^^ « 
On every fool bediowiag fome kind gl%QCP» 
Each conqueft ovving to fome loofe advance: 
Let this fage maxim be my virtne^s guide. 
In part to blame (he is who has ^ee» trM ; 
He comet too near, who eooift ta it (ifpi«d» ] 
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It would be a very eafy matter to Inflft co- 
pioufly on thefe Hints, and to add many others 
which would not be foreign to the cafe liefbre 
us. But my letter is grown already to a very 
uncommon fize*; and I &ar, tk«t if I ihould go 
on to enlarge it, the review will be a burden- 
fome taflc. What is ftill omitted, if I judge 
right of your charafter, your own good fenfe 
will in a great meafure fupply, under the direc* 
tions of God*s word, and the infhienccs' of his 
Spirit. And let mc only intreat you, often to 
reflelf on your conduft and conilder yx)^r waysj 
for I am confident, that the generaKly ofmsyi^ 
kind who are undone for time and ctcmity, 
perifh, not fo much for want of knowing what 
is right, as through a failure of refolution in 
the purfoit of it, which is very much owing tcj 
the negleft of thought and refleftion. 

I add nothing farther but *my hearty prayer, 
which I flialJ frequently repeat, that a watchful 
Providence may continually furround you, and 
^ye the wmds and the feas a charge concern- 
ing 



^•^T .' - 



74 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

ing you; that the influences of his grace may 
fecure you from all the temptations with which 
God is calling you to encounter -, and may make 
of you a lovely example of all the virtues and 
graces of chriflianity -, that after a fafe, honour- 
able and profperous vifit to the Indies, you may 
be reftored to your native land in peace, with 
a rich increafe both of temporal and fpiritual 
bleffings; (o that upon the whole your prefent 
and future happinefs may exceed all that we can 
particularly wifh or pray for upon your account. 
I am. 

Dear Madam, 

Your affedionate friend, 

and obedient humble fervant, 
Philip Doddridge. 

P. S. If Providence continue my life till your 
return, it will be a very great pleafure to me 
to fee you either here or at London, and to 
join with you in returning thanks for thofe di- 
vine favours to which I have been fo frequently 
fccommending you m the fmccrity of my heart* 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 
From the rev. mr« Barker.* 

DEAR SIR, Hackney, Jan. 1, 1736. 

YOURS of the 19th of Dec. I received, 
atxi am very much obliged and entertained 
with it. I can eaiily perceive, that the bufinefi 
you have upon your hands every day is enough 
to take' up all your time •, and how agreeable 
Ibever it may be to your friends to hear from 
you, they ought to wait your leifure hours for 
letters, if any (uch you have. 

I am very fure you cannot wonder to find 
this world a mixed ftate, confifting of good and 
evil : you always thought it would be fo, and 
believe that all good men have found it fo. It 
is our bufinefs to make the beft we can of things, 
doii^ our prefent duty, and keeping our mwi 
end always in view. I have read your laft more 
than once, and find myfelf at fome lofs whe- 
ther to return you my compliments of condo- 
lence or congratulation. Some melancholy fcenes 
you open, require the former; but then the 
manly, the chriftian, the heroick manner in which 
you talk of afflidions and mercies, of God's pro- 
vidence, 

* An eminent diflenting minifter in London, and au- 
thor of two volames of fermons. The editor has takea 
great pains in endeavonring to procure Mr. Barker's fa* 
neral fcrmon, as what might have afforded fome account 
of him, bat his inquiries have proved ineffcduah 
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▼idence, of this world and that to come, call 
for the httcr. Go on to think and aft, my 
dear friend and Iwother, like a chriftian hero, 
and may God, by fome adverfities of life, form 
and fit you for the growing profperities of it ; 
and may Mrs. Doddridge live to be the inftru- 
xnent and partner of your increaflng happincfaf 

I have received your papers from Mr. Hett, 
which I ihall read over, I doubt not, with the 
fitme pletfure I always read your performance^^ 

Let our* mutual prayers aicend to Heaven for 
one another ; and may they be oflFered to Qod 
by our great High Prieft, as our only advocate 
with him! May we proceed with diligence and 
delight in the fervice of our Lord and Mailer ! 
and may you in the vigour, and I in the decline 
of life, promote to the utmoft of our ability 
the glory of God, and the good of mankind I 
\ am» 

Dear Sir, 
Yours with great eftcem and afFeftion, 

John Barksi.. 



LETTER XX- 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR, July 2, 1737. 

I Believe you have heard by Mr. Hctt, that 
I paid ten pounds for Mr. StefFe, and 
promifcd four guin^s to Hett for a book, which 

he 



. — \ 
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be tad I think ufeAil for your library.^ The 
book Mils for more, but the reft is his prefent; 

Your moft affediDnate and obliging letter of 
the 1 6th of June I received, and thank jou 
-for it exceedingly. The mention you make of 
the excellent perfon* you have lately loft, affeAs 
and zfRr£ts me greatly. There are few fiich 
minifters any where; and but few luch men in 
any age. I knew his modefty was exceffive, but 
am forry it has deprived us of thofe memoirs, 
which, touched over by your hand, would have 
been very inftruftive and entert^ning. But if 
V9C muft not read his life and charader, let 
tis remember to imitate his exemplary piety, 
prudence, and diligence. 

I /hall be glad to know how it is with your 
ftmily^ and with yourfelf -, beg you ¥rill take 
care of your hcalfh, and not undertake too much, 
I am forry the deferving brothers you mention 
are another inftance of the truth of that obfer- 
vadon, that the fineft minds often inhabit the 
fraileft bodies. 

I could liot go to Epfom (whither I am a- 
bout to remove) without writing to you, and 
inquiring after Mrs. Doddridge, the fick lady, 

and 

* The Rev. Mr. Some, of Harborough^ died May 29* 
1 737* A perfon of uncommon piety ^ zeal, prudence, and 
iagacity. *• In 4iim» to afe Dr. Doddridge's own words^ 
lie had fcntid a fincere, wife, faithful, and tender friendU 
Frtin km he had met with all the goodoefs he <oaid 
have expeded from a father, and had received greater afliil* 
ance, than from any perfon, except Dr. Clark, in the 
affair of his education." 
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and all your friends. Mrs. Barker and I in* 
tereft ourfelves in your profperity, and as your 
hzpfineSs increafes (o does our joy. I am, 

Affeftionately yours, 

J. Barker* 



LETTER XXL 

From thb same. 

March 8, 1758. 

YOUR letters arc never too long, but your 
paper is often too finallj and your kind 
heart is fo warm with afFeftion, that when you 
write to a fnend you are apt to make him 
blufh and (igh to find himfelf fo unlike the 
pidure your lively imagination draws for him. 
I am happily refpeded by you, dear Sir, while 
I am a little fcurvily treated by — — - and 
' &c. for there is an et catera of them, 
as you well know. But we muft do our duty, 
and ftand in our lot, let our infidel-adverfaries 
txf and do what they will. 

The part you take in our family-affliftion is 
very tender and chriftian. Our trials are repeat- 
ed, and a frefh wound is opened before the for- 
mer one has done bleeding. Your candour leads 
you to lay, ** muft the pure gold be yet more 
tried?" Do not thefe rebukes call upon us to 
inquirie whether the gold be not become dim, 
the fine gold changed P God grant, that we may 

be 
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be purged from our drofs, be every way the 
better for. our afflielions, and happily find them 
to yield us the beft fruits ! 

It is well you flept eight hours after your 

fervices on Sunday laft. You are got, I finil, to 

your preaching three times again, and a baptifm 

into the bargain. But, Sir, let who will praife 

you for this, I will not, but blame and reprove 

you. From the account you give of yourfelfy 

I muft freely tell you, I do not much like it,* 

You are always catching colds, and expofing 

yourfelf to all forts of winds. Is yours a fit 

body to go out of a hot immediately into a cok}, 

bath? What comfort will it afifbrd to Mrs. 

Doddridge and your fri^ds, to be told in your 

funeral- fermon, that yon died, or rather Idlled 

yourfelf, at fuch an age, with colds and labour ^ 

Excufe rate. Sir, if I tell you, that neither (he 

nor I will take it as we have done, and your 

f»end Mrs. Barker joins with us in demandmg 

immediate reformation and future care. 

I fuppofe you have heard of Mr. Coward's 
pranks. He has, as the Scotch call it, a Bee 
in his Bonnet. 

I think my right hand has fhaked out a long 
ktter to-day ; who knows but it may do nota- 
bly yet again ? We join in prayers, thanks, and 
all good wifhes. I fhall long to hear from you 
very fbon, and am, • 

Sincerely and moft affedlionately yours, 

J. Barker, 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXIL 
From the same, 

t)BAll IXICTOR^ £{>rDBi, Sept. 14^ 1739. 

I Met Mr. Hunt on Monday, at the funeral 
cf an old chriftiM friend, where he told me 
yM tad been ill of a fever; but he revived my 
bnut by telling me at the fame time you were 
k^i|N)}r rero^ered. This comes to congratulate 
you on your recovery, to affure you of the 
friendty part I take in your iicknefs and health, 
and to renew my earned defire that you take 
a icaibnaMe care of yourielf, and like a dutiful 
Mbaiid be abfciutely ruled, managed, and go- 
Temei by your wife. You need not fear living 
IDO long, Doftor, and therefore pray do not live 
qiMCe fe faA. 

t ipcnt Ae laft month at Tunbridge- Wells, 
with fomc good fuccefs. 1 had the jdeafure of 
Dr, W"atts*8 company form part of the time 
I was there, but he could not preach, and has 
not done it fince his return, nor is he better 
for the air or water of that place. 

I hear Mr. StefFe is invited to B , and 

wifti it may appear to him proper to go thi- 
ther, as I hope if he does, he will fow fome 
good feed, in time root out the tares they 
have among them, unite a divided people, and 
rtvivtf fcriotts pradical religion. Thus may your 
pupils do every where for the honour of God, 

the 
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the intercft of Chrift, the credit of the chriftian 
religion, the joy of their tutor, and the fatis- 
fviftion of his friends. 

My family are all, through the favour of 
Providence, very well ; I hope yours li fo. My 
'wife joins in fervice, love, and all good wifhes, 
with^ Dear Sir, 

Your faithftil 

and affedionate friend, 
J. Barker^ 



LETTER XXIIL 
From the same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 174a. 

MY regards for you are not to be judged 
of by my letters. One reafon why I do 
not write to you oftner is, that I know how 
fiilly you are employed, and how you fill up 

your time to the brim, as the in the hun* 

dreds of EfTex do their glafles of brandy in a 
frofty morning. I often hear of you by our 
common friend Mr. Jackfon, who is very ufeful 
both to you and to me. The laft account I 
had of you, however, was to your difadvantage* 
I hear you are ill, and I partly believe it, for 
you treat that poor body of yours without any 
mercy, and I fuppofe have got cold in the ab- 
iience of your govcmefe, whofe prudence and ten- 

G dernefs 
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dernefs you much want, in order to check the 
fpeed with which you urge the animal machine 
to keep pace with that lively foul of yours, 
which is always reaching and preffing forward 
towards fomething not yet attained or done. 

Your anfwer to that pernicious book of Dod- 
weirs, pleafed me much.* I thank you for., the 

prefent 

* " About this time (1742) a very artful pamphlet 
was publiflied by an infidel, but under the form of the 
mod zealous and orthodox chrilHan, entitled, Chiflianitj 
not fouudti on Argumtntt He ; in which the author pre- 
tended to cry up the immediate teflimony of the fpirit, 
and to affert its abfolnte neceflity in order to the belief 
of the gofpel ; while at the fame time he endeavoured 
to expofe all kind of rational evidence by which it could 
be fupported, and advanced feveral vtiy (hrewd infinu* 
ations againft the truth of it, in what I thought a moft 
pernicious view. 1 therefore anfwered it in three letters, 
which foon , fucceeded each other ; the firfl of which was 
dated November the 5th, 1742, the fecond December the 
ift, the fame year, and the third March the i/^^ 1745* 
In them I handled fome topicks, which feemed of great 
importance, more particularly than 1 had ever feen them 
examined elfewhere. In the firft, the degree of rational 
evidence for the divine authority of chriilianity, to which 
an illiterate, welldifpofed perfon may attain. In the 
fecond, the reafonablenefii of annexing a damnatory fen- 
tence on onbelievers, as a part of the chriilian revelation. 
And in the third, fome things on the dodlrine of divine 
inflaencet." From a Lettor to a Foreigner, *who had rr- 
qmiftid Dr. Doddridgt to fend him mm aecomnt of hit mtrit^ 
'"Zh ^'^ ^^ oceafiom mmd time of their pnhUcation. 

Thefe anfwers, fays Mr. Orton, met with much accep* 
Unce in the world, and he had letters of thanks for 
them from fome perfons of difUngoiihed rank and abili« 
ties« The third part wu efiecmed by many judidoos 

perfonit 
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pfcfent, but much more for the performance. 
I wifti you had known, the charafter of your 
adverfary before you had written the latter part 
of your letter.* I put your book into the 
hands of a Clergyman who vifited me on Mon- 
day laft, to whom I dare fay, it will be very 
acceptable. 

Salter's Hall takes up much of my time at 
prefent, for which I not only prepare with fome 
care, and p^s for the publick fervices on Sun- 
days, but am conftrained to attend on other 
days for the fick and the well, left they fhould 
feem like fheep without a (hepherd. Under this 
burden I groan, and yet I am not able to bear 
the thought of their fcattering, or making an 
improper choice. What ! cannot you think of 
one minifter, old or young, whofe furniture, 
fpirit, principles, and pulpit-talents would make 
him fuitable for us ? Have you forgot your 
obligations to that people ? or that I am almoft 
three-fcore years of age, and have not nerves of 
brafs or finews of iron ? I do not, after all^ 
(b much defire a fuitable minifter there to (pare 
myfelf, as to fee the congregation well fettled, 
for its own fake, and that of our common 
chriftianity. 

A multiplicity of bufinefs, both of town and 

country comes upon me, and I neither aA, nor 

write, nor think fo well as I ufed to do, but I 

G 2 buttle 

p^fons, the bed illuftration, and the mod rational, full 
defence of the Spirit's influences upon the human heart, 
Jiyhich had been pnbliihed. L. p. 113. 
• N^. J. 
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buftle on as well as I can, and do more in 
two hours than in one. 

The dcfcftion of our younger minifters I greatljr 
lament; and if the people departed from the 
doftrincs of the reformation as much as their 
minifters, I (hould begin to think whether purs 
were an intereft worth fervirig. 

The ftate of things with us here is much 
the fame as it has been for fome time. The 
difpofition to charity continues amongft us pro- 
teftant diftenters, but I cannot fay much as to 
our faith. Some charge our fathers with put- 
ting believing in the place of doing. I wifh 
we do not put giving in the place of believing.— 
Want of evidence, and well-difcerning faculties 
is the common cant of infidels every where, 
which is really as provoking as it is trifling. 

I doubt not but you have read and reliftied 
Dr. Young's Night Thoughts^ which have afford- 
ed great entertainment, and I hope fome im- 
provement to me. 

My femily, through the goodnefs of God, are 
well, and join with me in aflTedion to you, and 
Mrs. Doddridge when you write to her. I fhall 
be very glad to hear of her, and mightily re- 
joiced when I know fhe is returned from Bath 
in a good, (trong, comfortable, governing cafe to 
my good friend her hufband. I am, 
Dear Dodor, 
Your obliged and aflfedionate 

brother, friend and fcrvant, 
J. Barker. 

P. S. 
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P. S. Though I very much want to know 
how you do, I defire you not to write* till your 
ftrength and leifure will permit. 

Our late M ■ is turned out in the pleni- 
tude of power, treafures, and royal favour, by 
that Providence he was wont to deride. Whe- 
ther he will fit eafy in the H — of P — I 
do not know. But now is the time for good 
men to pray that God would infpire our coun>- 
iellors, and regulate and fettle our alFairs. 



LETTER XXIV. 
From thh same. 

DEAR DOCTOR, Bloomibury, Feb; 18, 1745. 

I Had fome time ago a very obliging letter from 
you, and a very refpeftful one from that 
good man Mr. , who thinks much better 

erf" me than I deferve. I fet the opinion and 
complaifance I meet with from you, and him, 
and Mr. Jackfon, and the little et cetera of fuch 
friends, againft the ill-nature and ingratitude I 
meet with from others, and fo the account ba- 
lances very '^Vell, or perhaps comes out in my 
favour. So great and vifible is the reality, equi- 
ty, and wiidom of Providence, in its conduft 
towards mankind in general, as well as good per- 
fons in particular, as to their refpecftive fhare of 
good and evil in this world.^ I fometimes think, 
G 3 people 
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people cenfure Providence where, if they knew 
all, they would applaud it, and not fancy that 
a blemifh in its condudl which is really a beauty. 
And this leads me to obferve what I often 
think of with great delight, viz. " that Provi- 
dence fecretly influences all events, and certainly 
fecures its own end without interrupting the 
eftablifhed order of things, and leaving every 
agent to proceed according to its refpedive na- 
ture." And I ihould think that man no more 
unreafonable, who fhould fay, " he would not 
believe a watch went, unlefe he faw the ipring, 
or that a fliip was fteered, unlefs he faw the 
man at the helm, or that a pidurc was drawn 
by fuch an artift, unlefs he faw the hand at 
work, or the pencil that laid on the colours ; 
than him, who fliould difbelieve or depreciate 
Providence, becaufe it feldom interrupted the 
courfe of things originally fetded by the Creator.** 
But whither am I going ? I am writing an eflay 
inftcad of a letter. How natural is it to difcourfe 
on a fubjeft which has lately employed one's 
thoughts ? The doftrine of Providence has been 
lately confidercd in my pulpit, and with fome 
other fubjcifls, might be made more publick, 
had I leifure, inclination, and health. But how 
that will be, muft be left to the great difpo» 
ier of all things. 

I hope you are proceeding upon that favourite 
fubjed, the New Tcftament, which I (hall be 
glad to read, while I have the pofleflSon of my- 
felf, and before the powers of nature too much 

decline. 
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decline. We are greatly obliged to all good 
men who give us more light into the fcriptures. 
Happy are we, who can drink at thofe facred 
fountains of truth and righteoufnefs ! It is among 
the evidences of the divine original of the gof- 
pel, that good people grow more and more fond 
of it, as they arrive nearer to heaven. May 
you be happy in farther opening and illuftrat- 
ing the oracles of God, and be inftrumental in 
inftrufting many for facred fervice, who (hall 
be '' workmen that need not be afhamcd, right- 
ly dividing the word of truth;** 

I hope you enjoy much health, and the ufual 
flow of fpirits, of which you make fo good a 
ufe. I have had but a bad winter in town. An 
ill cold feized me two months ago, and has con- 
tinued with me in fome ftiape or other ever 
fince, nor is Mrs. Barker fo well as ufual. But, 
I thank God, I have been kept out of the pul- 
pit only one Lord's day. 

You will excufe this long letter I know ; nay, 
I expetSk from your complaifance, even to be thank- 
ed for it. I wifh it may be an amufement to 
you after the fervice of the Sabbath; nothing 
pleafes me more than to rcfrefh a friend who 
is weary ; fo have you often been in the fer- 
vice of the beft matter, whofe rewards are am- 
pie, fore, and near. Our brethren, Wright and 
Bradbury, are in a very dangerous declining ftate. 
May they enjoy the confolations now which they 
have fomctimes adminiftered to others in like 
circumftances •, and may we all give diligence, 
G 4 that 
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that wc may be found of our Mailer in peace. 
Our love and good wilhes attend you, Mrs. 
Doddridge, and all your family and friends, and 
I am, 

Yours with great truth 

and afFedion, 

J. BarK£]^. 



J. E T T E R XXV. 
From the same. 

DEAR DOCTOR, Epfom, Nov. 4« 1743. 

I Had the favour and pleafure of yours of the 
I ft of this month, for which I return you 
my hearty thanks. I am fure you need mak^ 
no apology for not writing to me, for as I do 
not deferve it, fo in the multiplicity of your 
buiinefs and affairs, I do not exped it j I would, 
if it ^ere in my power, abate your fatigue and 
leflcn your cares, but never increafe your hurry, 
or add weight to the burden already heavy 
enough for your ihoulders. 

Your Hofpital-Scrmon* came to me with your 
letter yefterday, which T read with pleafure. You 
have done juftice to the caufc, and I hope it 
will be read by all the county, apd have 4 

much 

• In the year 1743, a county- Ho fpital was credcd in 
Northampton^ owing in a great meafure to the adlive 

zeal 
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much more extenfive efFed than upon a con- 
gregation of proteftant diflenters, or the whole 
body either, who are by no means backward to 
any real, efpecially any confiderable charity, as 
our rich and potent brethren of the eftablifh- 
ment well know. 

I am glad to hear your Poetry will be ad- 
mitted into the royal houfe. May it do as 
much good there as in cottages. Every attempt 
towards the religious education of children is a 
publick fervice, and humanity and the love of 

our 

zeal of Doctor James Stonhoofc,* then an eminent pbjr- 
fician in that town. " Dr. Doddridge not only contri* 
botcd generoufly to it himfelf, but fpent much time ia 
ripening that excellent deiign. He preached and printed 
a (ermon in favour of it^ in which he pleads its cauft 
with forcible and infinuating arguments. He often re* 
fiedted, with great fatisfadlion, on the pains he had taken 
to eftabli(h this charity^ and the good effects he had 
feen of it ; in relieving fo many^ who are the worthieft 
objeds cif charity, and promoting a focial and catholic 
fpirit among pcrfons of different parlies and perfuafions« 
by their union in carrying on a benevolent defign. Ic 
gave him particular pleafure to reflet, that the fouls of 
the patients might he inftruded, awakened, and improved 
by the religious advantages with which they were fa« 
voured in the Hofpital, while the care of their bodily 
diforders was proceeding." Life, p. 178. 

• Now Rc£tor of Great and Little Chcverel, Wilts ; the author of 
feveral ufefol treatifes, and particularly of a traA, entitled, Friendff 
Athke t^ a Patient^ written by its pious author for the ufc of th» 
Northampton Infirmary; and v,-hich is well calculated to afford fuk- 
able inftrudion and confolation to fick perfons in general. Ths 
publiflier of thcfc Letters was, during fcvcral years, a witnefs of 
Dr. Stonhoufe's benevolence and zeal, towards the bodies and the 
fouls of his pariihioners. 
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our country oblige all of us to acknowledge the 
benefit. 

I am much pleafed the Bifhop of Oxford* 
ffiews fo much concern for the intereft of reli- 
gion; and not a little, that he thinks the dif- 
fenters, bad as the times are, have done any 
fervice againft infidelity. The thanks he gives 
you in particular, you well deferve, and it in- 
crcafes my pleafure, to fee your reputation in- 
creafe. I hope the Biftiop knows how you are 
now employed, and will, I dare fay, read the 
performance in hand with great fatisfadlion. Se- 
rious minds feel the benefit of ferious things, 
let them come from what quarter they will ; and 
as I hear that good man has a ftrong fcnfe of the 
excellency and importance of chriftianity, I do 
not wonder he is in love with thofc who be- 
lieve, defend, and adorn it. 

I heartily fympathize with you in the cares 
and troubles you exprefs in the latter part of 
your letter. The death of fome pious ufcfiil 
young minifters, is a dark and an affliftive Pro- 
vidence ; and the deviation of others is grievous 
and perplexing. But let not your heart be trou- 
bled. The caufe in which we are engaged is a 
glorious one. If we labour to promote it with 
fincerity and diligence, we are accepted of God. 
The record we have within and on high, fhould 
keep our hearts from the wounds of forrow. 
The pains you take for planting and watering 

the 

• Dr. Seeker. 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 91 

the church are not in vain. You do a grdit 
deal of good, though not all you wiih. It is 
not in our power to fecure events or command 
fuccefs. All the intereft I have on earth, I join 
with you and other good men in promoting 
our common chriftianity, and all I have in hea- 
ven. Oh, that it were more ! is it any ? Lord^ 
increafe our fkithl 

I rejoice in your and Mrs. Doddridge's health. 
1 wifh you a growing reputation, continued ufe- 
Ailneis, and lading comfort: Mrs. Barker joins 
with me in all proper affectionate refpeds, and 
I am. 

Rev. and dear Sir,* 

Your friend and brother, 

J. Barker. 

I paid your compliments to Mr. Valentine, 
who is, as I am, greatly pleafed with your Sei:- 
mon, and delighted with your dedication of it 
to Lord Halifax. 



LETTER XXVI. 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR, RaiTel^Street, May 24, 17^^ 

I Read over your letter with ^ good deal of 
concern, and think very often with wonder 
how many things you do with marvellous dis- 
patch, 
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patch, and how many fufFerings you undergo 
with exemplary patience. 

The fubjeft of Providence is a large and no- 
*blc field of meditation. I have lately taken a 
few turns in it ; which has infpired me with aii 
ambition to attempt fomc account of it ; but at 
the fame time made me ahnoft afraid to med- 
dle with it, on account of its infinite variety 
and boundlefs extent. But I hope to talk with 
you 'ere it be long, upon this, and many other 
things. I ftiall quite leave Epfom at Midfum- 
mer, and believe you will find me here, when 
you come to London. I have neither houfe nor 
lodgings at Walthamftow, and am without any 
prefent expeftation of being there •, but Ruffel- 
Street is a pleafant place, and will be more fo 
when I fee you there, and I reckon upon your 
fpending a few dnys with me before you leave 
London. 

I am glad you are proceeding in your Ex-. 
pofition. It is a work of great confequence. I 
am (brry you meet with fo many unavoidable 
interruptions in it. I ftand amazed to think, 
how you get time for half you do -, and pray God 
to aflift and encourage you, and give you abun- 
dant fuccefs. If it be the leaft encouragement 
to you under your fatigue, difappointments, ill- 
ufage, or vexations on any account, that my 
heart is as full of aiFedion and good wifties to 
you as ever, take it and make the moft of it. 

I wifli for the fight of you, and your peace- 
able imprifonment within thefc walls, during a 

part 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 93 

part of your enfuing vacation j till reft, idlencfs, 
and luxury (to all which you are (o much z 
ftranger) have recruited your fpirits. 

We all join in fervices and prayers for your 
health and fuccefs. I am, 

Moft cordially yours, 

J. Barker* 



LETTER XXVIL 

From the same* 

DEAR SIR, Epfom, June 13, 1744, 

I Will and require, by thefe prefents, and by 
the power you have vefted in me, and all 
other powers I have, or may have, that you 
preach for me at Salter's-Hall, July the 2 2d, 
in the morning. If I ftiould add, and no where 
clfe that day, I might as well keep my breath 
to cool my porridge. 

I have fixed upon fome fermons to make 
one volume, if God give life and leifure to do 
him fervice, and to oblige my friends. Thofe 
on Providence are among them, but I have not 
fet eyes on them many months •, however I aim 
at more leifure very foon. If you fevour me 
with your company at Ruflcl-Street, I will give 
you the reading of one of the laft fermons I 
made. Hcb. xi. 5. " For before his tranflation 
he had this teftimony, that he pleafcd Godj" 

which 
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which whoever does, may fet his heart at reft^ 
whether he pleafes men or no -, whether he pleafes 
his friends or no ; nay, if he difpkafe them he 
wiflied to pleafe, and do it in the very points 
wherein he hoped and expeded moft of all to 
pleafe them. The longer you live, the more you 
will know that there is but little candour and 
benevolence in the world; and not fo much 
truth and jufticc by far as there fhould be ; no 
not among chriftians, minifters, members of 
churches. Some have faid of the people of New 
England, they were very godly, it was pity 
they were not honefl. 

I have been long learning to do right things, 
becaufe they arc right, and it becomes me to 
dp them -, nor will I be hindered, either by in- 
gratitude or abufe. You only have neighbour's 
fare when you meet with refleftion or. negleft. 
When you have had more of them, they will 
hurt you lefs. Confcioufnefs of a governing care 
to pleafe God, gives a man a folid, rational, 
durable delight, not to be loft or altered ; 
whereas, that of popularity and applaufe, is only 
Kke the pleafure of being fcratched in a place 
that itches, which, fhort as it is, is mixed with 
(mart, and it is well if it be not followed with 
a fore. 

But with what face can I fet myfelf down 
and write fuch a long letter, to a man of fo 
much bufincfs ? My anfwcr is, I interrupt him 
for a quarter of an hour to try to refrdh him 
after a fatigue^ cafe Kim of a burden, and drop 

oU 
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oil into a wound which has been wafhed with 
vin^ar. Well now, dear Sir, return to your 
books and buiinefs ^ indulge an eafy fmile ; let 
miftake obtain your pity-, but upon ill-nature 
look with a cool contempt. 

I am much obliged to you for yobr good 
wiihes to me and Mrs. Barker. I hope you 
will be a witnefs to our happinefs at Ruflel- 
Street; where we will open our doors^ to you^ 
fpread a decent table, invite chearfulneis to 
be a gueft, and fhut out fufpicion, ill-nature^ 
envy, and evil furmifing, with all the reft of 
that dirty, low-bred, fcowling tribe. That no- 
.thing may vex you and hinder your ufefulnefe, 
or lefTen your quantity of fpirits, is the eameft 
defire of 

Your afFeftionate 

and unalterable friend, 
J. Barker^ 



LETTER XXVIIT. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Bloomflmry, Oa. 9, 1744. 

I Now return you my hearty thanks for your 
company in London. I aflure you, the plea- 
furc you gave me at Ruflel-Street, was equal 
to what you received. I am very glad to hear 
of your iafety, health, and good fpirits, and 

be&ech 
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bcfccch God to prolong your life, and continue 
your uiefulnefs. 

The rcfped you meet with from men of emi- 
nence, learning, and candour, in the eftablifh- 
ment pleafes me much, but does not furprife 
ine at all. Oh, how do I wifh, for the fake of 
our common chriftianity, for the breaking down 
of the wall of feparation between our brethren 
of the church . of England and us. TIte dif- 
fenting intereft is not like itfelf : I hardly know 
it. It ufcd to be famous for faith, holinefs, and 
love. I knew the time when I had no doubt, 
into whatever place of worftiip I went among 
diflcnters, but that my heart would be warmed 
and comforted, and my edification promoted. 
Now I hear prayers and fermons, which I nei- 
ther relifh nor underftand. Evangelical truth and 
duty are quite old faftiioned things. Many pul- 
pits are not fo much as chafte. One's ears are 
fo dinned with reafon, the great law of reafon, 
and the eternal law of reafon, that it is enough 
to put one out of conceit with the chief ex- 
cellency of our nature, bccaufe it is idolized, 
and even deified. How prone are men to ex- 
tremes ! What a pity it is, that when people 
emerge out of an ancient miftake, they feldom 
know where to ftop. Oh, for the purity of our 
fountains, the wifdom and diligence of our tu- 
tors, the humility, piety, and teachableneis of 
cmr youth! 

Since I faw you I have been at Tunbridge- 
'WcUs, and hope have got good by thofe waters. 

I fpend 
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I {ptnd this winter in toWn *, and, if it pleSife 
God, fhall write out the fermons I have on my 
hands ; but as my (hadow grows Idng, my mo- 
tion is (low. You are happy in difpatch as well 
a^ ability. Go on, dear fir, and profper^ and 
let us who are going ofF, rejoice that we leave 
(bme men of diligence, faithfulnds, and zeal for 
the chriftian revelation and the glory of its au- 
thor behind us. Mrs. Barker joins in fervice 
to Mrs. Doddridge and yourfelf, with 

Your afFe6tionate 

and obliged friend, 
J. Barksr. 



LETTER XXIX. 
From thb same. 

RfiV. AND DEAR SIR, Jdne 17, 1741. 

I Write this, not to engage your attention at 
all, but only to aiTure you of the fhare i 
have in the weight of your afflidion, and the 
part I bear in the joy wUch your recoveiy giveg 
to your numerous acquaintance^ as well as your 
particular friends. BiefTed be God! this fickitefi 
hath not been unto dwth. l doubt not it wiH 
be to hs glory. The love of God, wMch fup^. 
ported your fpirit, and the?^ comfortable Experi- 
ence you had of it in the day of troi^Ue dnd 
time of need) does my heurt godd^ I hskt it 

H with 
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with ddight. This it is to be fervent in fpirit, 
ferving the Lord, to be fo doing, to be in 
the pofture of a fervant waiting for his Lord, 
to give diligence, that we may be found of him 
in peace. I hope, my dear brother, this is only 
a divine repaft, to prepare and ftrehgthen you 
for farther fervice. I congratulate you on the 
joys of faith, and the confolations of God, which 
are neither few nor fmall ; and I congratulate 
the church and the world, as well as myfelf 
and the reft of my friends, on your recovery. 

I wifh you would not make fo free with 
your conftitution. You really do what you ought 
not. You have not fo much mercy on your 
body as on your beaft. May not a man be in- 
temperate in labour, as well as in liquor ? Pray 
let your, friends hear of your moderation. Be- 
gin to take upon you a little; and put on the 
gravity of a dodlor now, inftead of the fpright- 
linefs of a young divine. Do not engage in 
too many things. A gentleman, whofe judgment 
you value, told me he wanted very much to 
fee an expofition of yours upon the Romans; 
and I added, upon the Galatians too, which is 
near akin to it ; but we muft live upon hopes 
till he will contraft his views, and fpare him. 
fclf. The feme pcrfon defired me to order 
Waugh to fend him fifty of your Rife and 
Vrogrtfk of Religion. But when I called upon 
him, he told me he had not fo many left. 

Waugh is now printing a book for Mr. John 
Maibn, called Self-Kmwkdge^ which will pleafe 

you. 
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you and profit your pupils, aod go I hifpc into 
many hands. 

I had a very chearful, comfortable letter from 
my mother, by the fame poft which brought 
yours. 

Mrs. Barker looks over my ihoulder, and 
fays. Well now that is very good in you to 
write to good Dr. Poddridge fo foon. Pray 
believe us when we affure you, our hearts feel 
a real joy to be informed that our friendfhip 
gives you pleafure. She unites with me in fer- 
vices to you and your family. I am. 

Yours, as much as your heart can wifh, 

J. Barker* 

I have juft turned to the fecond of Philip- 
pians, and paufed a while on the 27 th verfe. 



LETTER XXX. 

From the same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, Dec. 21, 1745. 

YOUR afFeftion for me I no more doubt, 
than of my own friendfhip and efteem 
for you, and it is long fince I promifed never 
to expeft any letters from you, nor to take 
it amifs if I had none, knowing the vaft load 
of bufinefs you have upon your hands, and 
how much better you are employed than in 
writing letters to your friends. That I love 
H 2 to 
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lo itt, xldtzsf iami joil aasr aoi rik^ ^ i;;:^ 
icaiLbJc; ind dsr Tca knre jocr miscacs^ lai 
lofTc u> uil zhma iQ» b cas^ s^ be isicffed 
sms tfce boicvokoot or year csczec and ibc 
oTcr&3«ir!g tend^Tr^cts cc yocir hesrt, ik t?ar 
TOO «ili Bcv^- ibiFer aaj blaaac anom Kie» vkzt- 
crcr dare my bft OBanftweral kcsr msy ^>*rP™ 
to hear. 

Bot pifaiani as yonr kttexs are, yoor wiii* 
iBgs are mote inftra&ive aad cntotaicicg tkac 
tbey. I dunk you for your fine Sermoa oa die 
lamentable ikalh of diat gadlant chn^an as well 
as IbUicr, Colonel Gardiner. I believe cvety 
body will allow it to be a fine diicourfi^ and 
gpaf that your afibdion has not tianfpotted 
yoa beyond the bounds of decency and jvodenoe. 
His death and the'others yoa mcndon are heavy 
afflidions. But this is tl^ thut of Cvii^ dib 
ccHnes of condnuing to ib^oum in this dying 
world. If rebels and invaders fi2€ceed» wx (hall 
not preach many more funeral'lennons. Their 
fword ift-ill be as iBoal as a locquabar>ax, or a 
Smithfield-faggot. But ifthat great matter is it 
by what diieafe or diladcr a good man is rc- 
leaied fifom labour and fixrow, or in what man- 
ner he is carried home. To be tbnd of life, 
and full of the world, and minding the things 
of the fltfii, is leis manly than graiping at a 
fludoMT; reafoo and experience tctch us» that 
thefi: diings will no more yield fubtiantial hap. 
pineft to an immortal fpirit, than the pidure of 
ibod will fiidsfy oar bodily hui^er, or the ibvnd 

of 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. loi 

of water quench our thirft: but to believe and 
Jive for eternity, to be upon good terms with 
God, to be fteady atid regular in our chriftian 
profeffion, «afy and lively in our devotion, to be 
tolerably free from unequal burdens and diftraA- 
ing cares, chearful in our work, patient in our 
trials, and ablblutely ftrbjedt to the afll-glorious 
author, lord, and life of the Whole Creation-, to 
be compoTed when others are perplexed anfl 
rdfBed; daily bleffing God, ahd daily bleffed 
by him-, eafy in life, calm in the expedlation 
and approach^ of death, and happy in the hope 
and expeftation of heaven— this is the true chrif- 
tian confolation, and fhews the religion of our 
divine Mafter to fbme confiderable advantage. 
And what is death to fach a man, but % re- 
lease, a favour, a fpeedy conveyance to the full 
pofleffion of all his hopes and joys ? Thus, 
Doddridge^ is it with that pious, deVout, dutiful, 
laborious, benevolent fpirit of thine : while mine, 
unlefs I increafe my diligence and fpeed by fuch 
books and example as yours, and God be more 
merciful to me than I deferve, will be like an 
ill-favoured plant, languifliing, fruitlefs, and ready 
to wither i or at beft, not like a tree planted 
by a river of water, lively, flourifhing and fruit- 
ful. 

I muft not forget to thank you alfo, dear fir, 

for your charge* which I had with Mr. f*roft*s 

H 3 fermon 

• Delivered at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Abra- 
ham Tozer, who had been one of the Dodlor's pupils. 
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fermon, both which I read, I hope, with plea- 
furc and profit. 

The faft-day was well obferved in and about 
this city. Our troubles make good people bet- 
ter, but whether they only fright bad people 
and do not change them, I am not certain-, I 
am afraid, only the former. 

As to the ordination-fcrmon and charge you 
fpeak of, I have nothing to fay but as follows: 
the charge given to Mr, Farmer does not 
exift. The journey you propofe cannot be ta- 
ken without leave of the higher Powers. I 
keep no chair, having given it away to a gouty 
old gentleman who is my younger brother. 

We have a great deal of good fhip-news of 
late, and fome this day, and many expeft the 
Duke will overtake the rebels, if he has not 
done it already. 

People are in high fpirits here ; the rebels, 
and the confederate invaders, are held in great 
abhorrence. Wife men think they will decline 
the attempt, or that it will be fatal to them 
that make it ; and indeed I think the fame. Our 
enemies are not likely to invade us twice. 

I hope, if God fpare our lives, we ihall have 
more of your company the next vifit you make 
to London. Mrs. Barker joins in afFedtionate 
fervices to you and Mrs. Doddridge, with Mr, 
and Mrs. Raymond and myfelf. 

Mr. Farmer is recovering from a bad fever. 
Our hours and days of prayer arc very well 

attended, 
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attended, and I hope God's people gain upon 
his gracious heart. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Yours with great efteem 

and afFedion, 
J. Barker. 



LETTER XXXI. 

From the samI^. 

Walthamiloiv, April 26, 1746. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR letter of the 22d I have read over 
with a truly fympathizing heart. I know 
how nearly fuch a ftroke as this muft afFed you, 
and how deep a wound it muft make in your 
tender fpirit. I am forry for it, and the more, 
becaufe I find by your poftfcript, you have now 
forrow upon forrow. May he who comforteth 
thofe who are caft down, comfort you, and may 
the prefent publick joy at leaft alleviate your 
perfonal and family affliflions.* 

As to the youth you mention, if it be — 

he may be reclaimed, as his father was-, but 

whoever he be, and whatever his danger, it fhould 

not be fuflFered to diftrefs you, cither fo as to 

H 4 interrupt 

* On account of Mrs. Doddridge's illnefs, difappoint- 
ments in his academy « and ill ufage from fome of his 
brethren. 
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interrupt your commumon with Godt or ib as 
to deprive more dcferving youths , of your con- 
verfation and inftruftion, or your friends of your 
fmiles, or the world and church of your pams 
and prayers. 

. As to the minifters in London who ufe you 
ill, I know them not, and I hardly wifh to know 
them, left it fhould kindle (bme refentment in 
me, and even nufe it into indignation. I wifh 
you do not upon 'occ%(ions give trouble to 
yourfelf by too great a comjSlaifance. Some 
tempers are fo bad» that rougher ufage would 
be better than your benevolence will fufFer you 
to give them. It is hapdiy fafe to pafs fentence 
upon only hearing a hint on orte fidcj and yet 
I am ftrongly templed to pronounce, that the 
brethren who ufe Dr. Dodd^ridge ill, add cru- 
elty to injuftice*, and the beft thing i can wiih 
them ia a deep and bitter repentance. 6ut I 
wiih you a iirmBefs of mind out of their power 
to fhake, a. ibvereign contempt of unjuft and ill* 
natured men, and a generous chriflian compafTion 
(upwards tbofe four creatures, which will make 
you fmik at the i}l nunners which fhould make 
them blufh and tremble. 

I heard by Mr. Neal; that you were thought 
of for Dr. Wright's fucceflbr. It is a congre^ 
gation of importance -in London, and I cannot 
fiiy but I am very folicitous about a fiiitable mi- 
nifter for it. I hope Providence will diroil their 
phoice, 

Dr, 
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Dr.*— is to be chofeti Lefturer at — -, on 
Tuefiiay next, in the place* of — , more for 
peace fake, and to pleafe — , the treafurer of 
the lefture, than from a prev^ling inclination 
of the fubfcribers. The Dr. is forward, not 
popular*, and aflumes the airs and expedtations 
of a great man, without the talents of fuch an 
one, and feems not fufficiently to know, that 
he is only a rich and a fat man,— only an honeft 
man who means to do good. 

Thus, dear fir, you fee I am trying to divert 
your thoughts, and making an attempt to draw 
them off from a fubjeft that is very likely too 
deeply to engage them. You fay, " trouble not 
yourfelf to write to me.** What, when you faid 
joft before, you fear I can hardly read what 
you can icarceJy fee to write, i. e. your eyes are 
fore with weeping. And can a friend deferve that 
name and not endeavour to dry up your tear$ — 
not try to eafe your fmarring eyes, not offer a 
mollifying ointment ^ Turn your thoughts, dear 
fir, to God, your fiither and her's whofe life 
is in jeopardy •, to Jefus Chrift, her feviour and 
yours ; and remember his bleeding compafiions, 
dying love, perteft example, precious promifes, 
entrance ^to heaven, ind interceffion for us 
there. Think of the fulnefs of grace he has to 
communkate to all his fervants, friends, and 
raembefs. ReficA on the relation fhe and you 
hav* to that world into which the righteous 
enter, as foon as they have their heavenly fa- 
ther's leave. Think of the ferious hours you 

have 
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have had together with the view of parting, if 
God fo appoint and require; of the fincerity 
and folemnity with which you have left your- 
felves and one another, and all your interefts, 
mortal and immortal to him ; and of the hopes 
you have of meeting again, and enjoying one 
another, in a far different manner from what 
this poor world can admit -, and which, when it 
happens, will make the duration of our prefeiit 
enjoyment of one another a matter of no con- 
fequence at alL Think again of what you have 
feid to others in like circuraftances, and what 
you would fay to mc were I now in your cir- 
cumftances ; of what you have felt and tafted, 
and I truft will always do, in every day of 
trouble and time of need. In a word, turn 
your thoughts, my dear brother, to every thing 
that will conftrain you to believe the will of 
God to be wife in all its determinations, infi- 
nitely wife; to be approved therefore, as well 
as fubmitted to. I know you will not dare to 
fay, " Lord, is it fit, that fuch a weight of 
affliftion ihould fall to my ftiare ; that I fhould 
bear this lofs, thatdifappointment; fo much un- 
dcferved reproach, unjuft cenfure, barbarous in- 
gratitude, &c. &c. ? But whither is my pen go- 
ing? My dear friend, neither Mrs. Barker nor 
I are well, but I hope we are growing better. 
Pray let mc hear from you again very foon. 
A few comfortable lines will chear my hqart. 
Be afTured we pray for you, and hope to re- 
joice 
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jolce with you, at leaft in yonder world of glory 
and praife, unfading glory and never- ending 
praife. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your faithful and truly affedUonate 
friend, brother, and fervant, 
J. Barker. 



LETTER XXXII. 

From the same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, April n, 1747. 

THIS comes to falute you from Waltham- 
ftow, where Mrs. Barker and I arrived 
laft night. We have had but an uncomforta- 
ble winter, but now, through the goodnefs of 
Providence, we are got hither, and hope for a 
more comfortable fummer recefs. 

I am defirous of knowing how you do, and 
hearing how you go on, that I may rejoice in 
your ufcfulnefs and happinefe. We here, being 
apt (fome of us at leaft) to think ourfelves 
great men, meet with rubs and mortifications 
which ought to do us good. There is a charge 
laid againft me of not being fubmiffive enough 
to — . For which I am kept put of a truft, 
in. which by Mr. — ^'s death he prefides. This 
has afflided my old friend Dr. Grofvenor, who 
is one of the three furviving truftees, and who 

nominated 
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nomiBatcd mc; but being oppofed by — and 
dropped by Dr. — , is Et length forced to give 
me up. And thus I am kept out of a fcr- 
vice m which I fhould have hwi my labour for 
my pains. The circumftanccs attending this 
afikir are very diihonourable, both to — and 
— -; but the age, weaknefs, and low fpirits of 
my friend Grofvenor, have perfuaded me to 
choofe that he fcould , give it up. Thus, dear 
fir> you fee that you are not the only man 
who meets with unkind treatment only for be-* 
ing ufeful and doing your duty. 

I have looked into Mr. Weft's Book on the 
Refiirreftion, * and think it a very good per- 
formance. What you tell me of converfions from 
infidelity to the fober belief of the chriftian re- 
ligion, caufcs much joy to fpring up in my 
heart ; and the joy riles the higher for your 
being an inftrument in the hand of God of do- 
ing that work. May farther fucceis attend your 
delirable labours, increafe your confblation in 
Chrift, and prepare the way for the higher re- 
wards of that glorious world, Ac loweft of which 
will infinitely exceed our * impcrfcft fervices of 
bve and duty. 

The behaviour of — towards Dr. Watts, is 
fcrprifing and wicked. But Lady Abncy with 
mimitable fteadinefs and prudence keeps her friend 
in peaceful ignorance, and his enemies at a be- 
coming diftance. So that in the midft of this 
cruel pcrfccution of that excellent man, he lives 
comfortably •, and when a friend afks him how 

he 
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he does, he anfwers, " waiting God's leave to 
die,** Buckland has fent me Dr. Watts's Evan- 
gelical Dtfcourfes, but I have not fmce bad 
time to read them. 

1 have received lately from my friend Mr, 
Mafon, a very kind offer to tranicribe fome of 
thofe fermons I intend for the prefs, which I 
have accepted j and now perhaps they Aiay be 
publiihed in my life time-, but till now there 
was very little danger of my hearing any of the 
cenfures of the ill-natured, or praifes (if that 
could poffibly happen) of the candid and friendly, 
concerning them. 

As to political news, I know aothing but what 
is obvious ; that is, a fierce, expenfive, crud 
war and heavy taxes. An oppofition is obferv- 
ed fuddenly to fpring up in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ', fiippo&d to be occafioned by a differ- 
€Bcc between the Kif^ and the Prince of Wales, 
which feems at this time to be a very extraor* 
dtnafy >asffalr. 

Mr. Jackfim relates fome pa(ffiges of your laft 
letter to him, which to me arfc very delightful. 
I tt»iik God for your ufefukiefs, arnd the fuc- 
€tib of your miniftry. Take the comfort of 
it^ dear fir, and afi:nbe the honour of it to 
himt whom you fcrve with yo* fpirit in the 
gofpet of his Son. May the Lord of the vine* 
yard ble6 your planting aind pruning. May yo^ 
have tht honour t£ bringing up plants of righte* 
Ott{he& and of renown ; aad may iK>ne of the 
tender and promifing ones be either deftroyed 

by 
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by killing winds, or opprefled with weeds and 
brambles ! and may you be fatisfied with long 
life, and your foul with divine confolation and 

joy! 

I hope to fee you here the cnfuing fummer, 
for a longer time than laft, or elfe it will afflift, 
I muft not, cannot fay offend. 

Your faithful, obliged, 

and moft affeftionate friend, 
J. Barker. 



LETTER XXXIIL 
From the same. 

Walthamftow, Nov. 4, 1747* 

I Shall not be able to think well of myfelf 
again, till I have told you how well I think 
of Colonel Gardiner's Life ; I mean not only as 
it was exemplified by him, but reprefented by 
you, to the world. 

I own, my dear doAor, I was not without 
my fears, left your love to that excellent per* 
fon ihould have overcharged fome of your pages 
with panegyricki and the extraordinary manner 
of his converfion have given fome occafion to 
the prefent age to charge him or you with 
enthufiafm. But in reading the book I was a- 
greeably furprifed and exceedingly pleafed*, and 

haxt 
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have the fatisfadion to acquaint you, that 
your friends here are of opinion that you have 
performed what you have undertaken in a moft 
excellent manner, and that it is fuited to do a 
great deal of good.* 

As for the unmanly flirts, and ungenerous re- 
flexions of thofe, who are not worthy to carry 
your books after you, it puts me in mind of 
a dog's barking at the moon, which, after all 
his impotent anger, fhines, and is ftill very far 
out of his reach. Happy, my dear friend, are 
you in the divine approbation, in .the efteem of 
the beft men in and out of the eftabliflunent; 
the beft, I fay, for wifdom, piety, candour and 
generofity; and in the excellent ufe you make 
of thofe admirable talents, and noble ipirits, with 
which God hath blefled you. I moft heartily 
rejoice in your profperity, health, and ufefulnefs, 
and commit and commend you to the continual 
care of Providence, and the daily influence of 
that divine fpirit, who, with the mediation of 
our blefled Saviour, is the glory and diftindUon 
of the chriftian difpenfation. 

My wife and I are well, through God's good- 
nefs, and are difpofed to fpend our winter here: 
Our friends are in general well. 

My 

* This piece bas gone through feveral editions; and 
the author had the pleafare to hear of fome inftances^ 
in which it had anfwered his defires and hopes; though 
many thought, and perhaps jullly« that he too much in^ 
4ulged the emotions of private friendfliip and affedioa 
in the compoiition* Doddridge's Life, p. iif* 
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JMy fermons arc printing ofF^ but when 
(hall we have your volume on the Ads ? 

The King's fpeech is an excellent one, and 
generally liked. Lord Halifax's upon the mo- 
tion for an addrefs, Mr. Farmer who heard it> 
tells mc, was a fine, lively, beautiful one, which 
charmed him much. It is an awful and impor- 
tant conjunfture. The Lord our God interpofe 
in our favour. Pray commend us in the moft ^ 
affiedionate maimer to Mrs. Doddridge and to 
your children^ I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Moft affectionately yours» 
J. Barker. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

From the same. 

MY DEAR FRIEND. Feb. 2, 1748. 

MY concern on account of your indifpofi- 
tion increafes in proportion to your ufe- 
fulnefs, and the fears I have left' this fhould be 
interrupted; and did I not now and then hear 
of you by Mcflrs. Jackfon and Neal, you would 
be in danger of being oftner interrupted by me 
than you are; neither bufineis, friends, nor any 
thing, would make me eafy and patient long 
without hearing how you do, and how you go 
on. 

As 
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* As for the Comprthenjion* fo much talked 6? 
in town and country, the utmoft I know of that 
matter is this : Mr, Chandler, while on a Vifte 
to. his friends at Norwich, happened to hear thfe 
Bifhop deliver a eharge to his clergy, which hfe 
thought not very candid towards the Diflenters. 
One expreffion in it appeared to him invidious, 
which was, " That the leaders of the rebellioil 
were prefbyterians, as appeared by the cohduft 
of thofe lords in the tower, who, during theit 
imprifonment there, fent for prefbytetian con- 
fefTors." Mr. Chandler, on his return to Lon- 
don, wrote a letter to the Bifhop, complaining 
of his charge, and particularly of that expreffion. 
His letter was written very handfomely, and it 
brought a very civil, refpeftfol anfVer. After 
the BiiKop came to town, Mr. Chandler, at his 
defire, made him a vifit; in Which thty had 
much difcourfe ; and amongft other things, there 

1 Was 

* See what is faid concerning a fcheme of Compre* 
hcnfion of the more fober and pious Diflenters, in Birch's 
Life of Archbilhop Tillotfon, pages 42, 164, 167, 209, 
&c. — '* Mr. Wharton in hit MS, Diary 6f his o#n 
Life, mentions a difcourfe of Dr. William Lloyd, theft 
Bifhop of St. Afaph, afterwards of Worcefter, to him 
on the 25th of June, t688, four days before the trial 
of the Bifhops. He faid, Ji ipfi fociiqui ipifcopi^ prd^ 
fetiti pontijicorum rabie erepti, /uptrfmerint , omni mcdo atrmm 
turoit ut tcciifia firdibut it corruptelis pmtus MXHtrttmr : 
ut ft&ariii reffrmatjs rtditus in ecclefiof Jinum ixoptati #r- 
cafio ac ratio concedtrttur, fi qui fobrii it pii iffiitt : gff 
ptrtiftadbms inttrim jugum Uvantur, ixtinSis ptnitui t$gU 
bus mttldatn-iis : utqui canallariorum^ ifficialium, it cV^id* 
rum iccUfeafticaru-n abufus Junditut tolltrttmrJ** 
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was talk of a Con^rehenfion. This vifit was 
followed, at Dr. Gooch's defire, with another, 
when the Bifliop of Salifbury* was prefent; who 
foon difcovered his ftirewdnefs, but faid, " Our 
church, Mr. Chandler, confifts of three parts, 
doftrine, difcipline, and ceremonies. As to the 
laft, they fhould be left indifferent, as they are 
agreed on all hands to be. As to the fecond, 

our difcipline — — . And as to the 

firft, what is your objedion ?" Mr. Chandler 
anfwered, *' Your articles, my Lord, muft be 
exprefled in fcripture-words •, and the Athanafian 
Creed be difcarded." Both the Bifhops anfwered, 
*' They wifhed they were rid of that creedf , 
aiid had no objedlion to altering the articles in- 
to fcripture-words." ** But what Ihould we do 
about rc-ordination ?" To which Mr. Chandler 
replied, *' None of us would renounce his pref- 
byterian ordination -, but if their lordfhips meant 
only to impofe their hands on us, and by that 
rite recommend us to publick fervice in their 

focicty 

• Dr. Sherlock. 
t BiAiop Sherlock did not at all approve of the Atha- 
nafian Creed. 

Dr. JVifi«o//i'i firmon^ at the Temple 'y om occajitm of the Bifhcp'i dea'.b^ 

At to the Athanafian Creed, (fays the prefent learned 
Dean of Glocefter,) it is really fuperfluous in our prefent 
fervice; becaufe the very fame dodbine it as Itrongly, 
though not as fcholallically maintained in the Nicene Creedf 
the Litany, and in many other parts of our public ofH« 
ces: and as the damnatory claufes are feldom rightly un« 
derAood, and therefore too liable to to give offence, it were 
to be wiflied that die whole was omitted, &c. Set hit 
^f9Uiy far tkt pn/tMi church rf EmgUmi, page 58. 
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fociety or conftitution, that perhaps might be 
fubmitted to." The two Bifhops, at the con- 
clufion of the vifit, requefted Mr. Chandler to 
wait on the Archbiftiop •,* which he did, and 
met the Bifhop of Norwich there by accident. 
The Archbifhop received him well ; and being 
told by Dr. Gooch, what Mr. Chandler and he 
had been talking on, viz. a Comprehenfion, the 
Archbifhop faid, " A very good thing. He 
wifhed it with all his heart, and the rather, be- 
caufe this was a time, which called upon all 
good men to unite againft infidelity and immo- 
rality, which threatened univerfal ruin -, and add- 
ed, he was encouraged to hope from the piety, 
learning, and moderation of many diflenters, that- 
this was a proper time to make the attempt." 
" But, may it pleafe your grace, faid Dr. Gooch, 
Mr. Chandler fays, th6 articles mufl be altered 
into the words of fcripture. And why not ? 
replied the Archbifhop. It is the impertinences 
of men, thrufling their own words into articles, 
inflead of the words of God, which have oc- 
cafioned mofl of the divifions in the chriflian 
church, from the beginning to this day." The 
Archbifhop added, that the bench of Bifhops 
feemed to be of his mind ; that he fhould be 
glad to fee Mr. Chandler again, but was then 
obliged to go to court. -j- 

I 2 And 

♦ Dr. Herring, 
t About this time Archbifhop Herring wrote a letter 
to Dr. Bcnfon, an eminent diflenting divine, thanking 

him 
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And this is all I know of this affair. I have 
(huJed at fome who fecm mightil/ frighted at it •, 
who are very angry with Mr. Chandler, and cry 
out, ** We wo*n't be comprcheoded, we wo'n't 
be comprehended." One would think they ima- 
gined, it was like being eleArified, or inocu- 
lated for the fmail-pox. But moft of thefc 
fault-finders, I apprehend, are angry with Mr. 
Chandler for an expreffion he made ufe of in 
his feoond vifit, when urging the* expediency of 
cxprefling the articles in icripture-langu^e, he 
faid, it was for others, not himfelf, he fuggefted 
this, his own confcience not being (Uflatisfied 
widi them as they now ftood^ for he freely 
owned himfelf to be a moderate calvinift. 

The Sermons I fend* you, I iay nothing of. 
They are the fruit of ferious labow, but had 
it not been for the afliftance of friends, they 
could not have been publifhed now, if ever. 
My late and prefent afHidion and trouble by 
my brother's death, having taken up much of 

my 

kirn for a volume of fermoas which the do£lor had pub- 
li(hed; which, as it ikews the amiable and candid dif- 
poiitioa of the good ArchbiQiop» the following extrad 
is taken from it. — •' I think it happy, that I am called 
up to this high ftation, at a time, when fpite, and ran- 
coor, and narrownefs of fpirit are out of countenance; 
when we breathe the benign and comfortable air of li* 
herty and toleration ; and the teachers of our common 
religion make it their bufinefs to extend its eifcntial in- 
flaence, and join in fupporting its true intereH and ho* 
MMir. No times ever called more loudly upon protef* 
Unu for zeal, and unity, and charity. Feb. i, 1747—8." 

Ltttin from Archhtfrvp Hariwi /» ff^HHam Dui^ymhe^ Ejf. 
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my time, and filled my mind with fo much 
perplexity. But I thank God, I am at pdfent 
well and cafy, and defire to be ufefuL Mrs. 
Barker joins with me in fincere and tender re- 
gards to you and Mrs. Doddridge My beft 
wiihes always attend you. I am 

Mod afFeftionately yours, 

J. Barker. 



LETTER XXXV. 
From thr same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, No^« 19, 174S. 

I Am greatly obliged to you for the favoura- 
ble reception which my petitions for the 
neceffitous and diflrefled ofajeAs I recommended 
to you, have met with at your hands v snd a- 
icribe this to your friendfhip to me, as well as 
the civility of. your temper, and your habttnal 
readtneis to do good. 

The friendly condolence on the death of my 
mother, which fills up a part of your letter (b 
wifely and affedtionately, is very obliging. I ought 
to rejoice in her happinefe now, who wifhed and 
promoted it all my life; but I felt the (hock 
equally to the neamefs of the relation, and the 
duty and afFeftion of a fon. She fufFercd a 
gockl deal fince the midft of fommer, but died 
honourably and exemplarily at length, and had 

I 3 the 
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the defired happineis of a flow and cafy diflb- 
lution. I mourn not as thofe who have no 
hope. My deccafed parent, I believe, fleeps m 
Jefus. But to what defed in grace, or mifcar- 
riage in life, is it owing, that my heart is no 
more warmed, my hopes no more animated, with 
that divine approbation and applaufe, " Well 
done good and faithful fervant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord?" What joy and harmony 
is there in the found! The congratulations of 
angels are as far below this heart-reviving fen- 
tence, as their natures are inferior to his, from 
whofe gracious lips it proceeds ; and yet who 
feels the inward, rational, experimental comfort 
which this ought to afford to every chriftian 
heart ! Affift me with your prayers, dear fir, 
that I may feel that in religion, which will 
both fatisfy me in the diflblution of fellow- 
chriftians, and reconcile me to my own. 

The progrefs you make in your Family Ex- 
pofitor is good news to me, and will continue, 
I doubt not, that pleafure I have lately received 
from a careful reading over your Paraphrafe on 
the Afts, 1 love to read fome part of it every 
day, and if I live to the new year, I intend 
to begin your firft volume again, and to read 
no more at a time than (hall be a continual 
feaft to me. 

Mr. Mafon is writing a book upon Num- 
bers-, which is new and curious, and the fruit 
only of his leifure hours, in which he propofes 
to fhcw us the art of reading poetry and profe, 

and 
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and reduce the beauty and pleaftire we do, or 
ihould, fee and feel in both to rules; I read 
his papers with pleafure, but have neither lei- 
fure nor fpirit now to enter fo far into the fub- 
jeft, as to give any opinion about his perform- 
ance. 

I cannot conclude my letter till I have re* 
newed my aflurances of afFeftionate refpefts tci 
Mrs. Doddridge, with congratulations that (he 
is fo happily affifted, during her confinement, by 
her daughter, who labours with fo much advan- 
tage to fupply her mother*s place. Family-blefll 
ings give us a very fenfible joy. May you both 
be happy in this refpeft, as well as many others. 
Take your own time to anfwer this, and bring 
no more a burden of fo many letters upon 
your fhoulders. The Lord increafe your ftrength 
in proportion to your work, and give you the 
defired fuccefs. I am 

Yours with the greateft fincerity, 

efteem, and affedion, 

J. Barker. 

P. S. His majefty is continually expeded,* 
but muft wait till his fovereign pleafes to fend 
him a wind. 

The honour Mr. Lyttelton does me makes 
me a little vain, or rather, I hope, thankful to 
that gracious Lord who does me the honour of 
fervice in the clofe of life. 

• From Germany. 

I 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

From the same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, January 7, 1749. 

IT is no fmall iatisfadion to me to hear, that 
m any thing I comfort you, who have fb 
many times, and in fo many things, intruded, 
r^ffcfhed, and comforted me. I know nothing 
in this world more fuited to teach, confolate 
and enlarge a piow nund, than your Expositor, 
and feel a {biifible Joy at hearing you have com* 
pleated it.* A noble work, my dear friend, to 
be ^' f({ujeeze4 out of a ftone, or fpawned by 
an oyfter/* I ftioujd much fooner exped to fee 
blood fquee:i^ put of a pofl, or believe the 
miiracglpus, f^s of Simeon Stylites. Well! iince 
what I fay has fuch an efFeft, as to extort from 
you what nobody can believe, I will have done 

with 

♦• That U, die firft copy of it. ** In rcflcfting upon 
tlie feries of events of the lall year^ (1748) I £nd great 
reafon to acknowledge the wonderful goodnefs of God 
to me in various refpe^s, as to my perfon, in the con- 
tinuance of my health to fuch a degree, that fiace this 
day tw^ ycar«, when I began the Family Expofitor on 
Romania I have through the divine goodnefs^ been 
enabled every day to do fomething at that great and 
important work ; fo ihat mo(t exadly, according to my 
computation, I finifhed it laft night, that i« finiihed the 
/rji cpfj of the tranflation« parapbrsji^ and improve- 
ments, and have proceeded in the notes as far as £phe- 
iians." 

frm. Dr, DcuL'riJit^s BffeSiicm on the efenrng of the nnv yeor^ 1749. 
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with my humiliations before you, and make 
them there, where I an fare they can never 
be low enough, and who fully knows, that tlie 
-deepeft that are poflible are far fhort of what 
my neglefts and mifcarriages deferve and re- 
quire. But perhaps there is a wifdom and beauty 
in -that part of the condudl of Providence, which 
hides the defefts and frailties of good men from 
publick view, and for the fake of their ufeful- 
nefs, and the general good of mankind, fliows 
them to the world in the beft light they will 
bear. Be it lb then ; let me appear in any 
light, and to any advantage, that will moft ef* 
fedhially promote the kingdom of that God, fron* 
whofe riches in glory by Chrift Jefus I hope for 
mercy, and the intereil of that great High Priefl:, 
through whofe fufFerings, righteoufnefs, and in- 
terceffion, I beg and truft to obtain forgivenefe 
and acceptance with God. 

The fuccefs of your labours, and the fpread 
of your writings* in this and into far diftant 

countries, 

* Particularly the Rift and Ptogre/s of Religion in tht 
Soul, which had been tranflated into French, and had 
met with great encouragement from the Prince and 
Princefs of Orange, and moft of the Dutch nobility and 
gentry.— " This book, fays Mr, Orton, is a body of 
practical divinity jmd chriftban experience ; and contains, 
a5 it were, the fubftancc of all the author's preaching: 
and, confidering how comprehenfive it is, there is hardly 
any fingic trcatife, which may be more ferviceable to 
young miniiiers aftd iludents, if they would make it fa* 
miiiar to their minds, and £brm their difcourfes upoa 

thi«: 
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countries, my dear friend and fellow-Iabourer, 
and mcA agreeable companion in the work and 
fervice of our common Lord, I moft heartily 
rejoke in, and both intreat and charge you 
to accept the honour done you by your great 
Mafter. Take the comfort of it ; fet it againft 
all the envious efforts of low and little minds, 
and the feeble darts of ftraw which they may 
ever ihoot againft your perfbn and charafter, 
and ufe it as a vifible encouragement to proceed 
with vigour and refolution in a caufe, where 
your fervice is fo acceptaUe and fignificant. 

Had you not diminished yourfelf into any 
thing alive ever i<> little removed from a vege- 
table; I know not whether you had not made 
me vain, when you likened me to Mr. Howe. 
Not for piety, learning, and greatncfs of mind; 
(for they admit no comparifon) but if for his 
manner of preaching only with a more natural 
and cafy ftyle, what I do will admit any com- 
parifon at all, then I have not laboured alto- 
gether in vain; that having been the ambition 
and endeavour of a great part of my life. 

I have feen Mr. — , who is full of refpeft 
for you, Mrs. Doddridge, and your family, even 

to 

this mode!. This book was received with much efteem» 
by feveral perfons of great eminence for rank, Icaroing, 
and piety, both clergy and laity, in the e(labli(hed church ; 
and who, in a very refpedful manner, returned the au* 
thor their thanks for this attempt to revive religion. A 
perfon of didinguiihed learning and goodnefs always car- 
ried it with him, declaring, that it was every thing on 
the fubjedl of ferious and praAical religion.'* 
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to veneration 5 but I have not feen your letter 
to — -. I hope the young man's mind will 
now be eafy, and that he may be ufefuL 

I am much difappointed in Mr. — *s fermon ; 
I think, inftead of taking a moft noble oppor* 
tunity of doing our mourning hearts good upon 
that fad occafion,* he has put us ofF with a 
dry, if not even a doubtful criticifm. Dr. Grey's-}- 
is a furer one, with whom you brought me 
acquainted, and with which, fo far as my learn- 
ing goes, I am very much pleafed. The pro- 
priety and fpirit of your poetical performance 
I can however difcern and relifti, and which I 
read with a juft degree of that pleafure which I 
always feel when any thing of yours comes in- 
to my hands. 

Mr. — acquainted me with 's taking 

his place with you and your church at the Lord's 
table without your knowledge. An adion fome- 
what Angular, and not quite perhaps orderly. 

But 

* Viz. The death of Dr. Watts. 

f — ** I am pleafed yoa approve of the alteration I 
Blade in your elegant " Paraphrafe upon the lad words 
of David."^ The Bi(hop of Oxford liked the whole, 
but particularly the three firft ftanzas of it,'* 

Dr. Giey^ to Dr, Doddridge, 

X Sec his Hymns, founded on various texts in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, No. CCCLXV. 

§ Fellow of L/ncoln College, Oxford ; reftor of Kilncotc in Lci- 
cdlerihire, and afterwards of Hinton in Northamptonshire, and a 
piebend of St. Paul's. He publiftitd fcveral learned and ingenious 
t<tatife«, • as the Memoria Technica, and an Englilh tranflation of 
Mr. Hawkins Erownes fine poem, *' Dc Animi Immortalitatc** He 
died Ftb. 2S, 177 J, in his 78th year. 
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Bet fuppofe he had come kita your xcSbrfy ami 
Bot aflced, but demanded a place at the tabte 
of our common Lord, upon the foundatbn of 
ter common chyiftianity v I fancy you wo«Id 
not have refu&d him* I think in like ctrcum^ 
fiances I could not have dared to have done it* 
For that table is not mine or yours^ or any 
man's^ but Chriffs^ 

But now, dear fir, a» for yorr, aid my other 
good friends, who ib kindly and piouily pray 
for me, and the dear partner of my cares and 
joys, I moft aflFeftionately and gratefaSy conv- 
mend to God, and pray for you all, that he 
would blefe yon with the benefits of Chrift's re- 
demption, the ^ndkifying influences of the di- 
vine fpirit, a comforting fenfe of his Ipecial love, 
a convenient paflage through the world, a calm 
and eafy paflage out of it, the inunediate haph- 
pinefs of your departing ipirits, a blefled re- 
^rredion, and ^ glcnious immortality* I am 

Yours faithfully, 

and moft afieftionatcly, 

J. Barker. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
From the same* 

July 4, 1749. 

I Have fereral Tcafons for writing {6 foon again 
to my dear and reverend friend. The firft 
of which is perhaps a little felfilh, and that is 
common and natural, though you know as lit- 
tle of it as you know of any thing ; and per- 
mit me to hope, that you will pay the more 
regard to it, as Mifs N — ^ fo far as her mo- 
defty would fuffer her, has with Mr. and Mrs. 
Jackfon, confented, that it (hall become a com- 
mon rcqueft, viz. that you preach both parts of 
the laft Lord's day in this month at Salter's- 
Hall, and (b oblige both the minifters and all 
the people. If you can do this I hope you will. 
If you cannot, let your engagement ftand for 
the morning of the fourth Sunday for me. 

Another reafon of writing now is to acknow^* 
ledge the receipt of your Thanklgiving Sermon ;* 
which without partiality and flattery, is an ex- 
cellent performance. In it you have put us in 
mind of many things in which we are all deeply 
concerned, without faying any thing about the 
peace, which the fubjeft would not bear.-f 

A third 

• On account of the peace conclodcd with France and 
Spain. 

t See Smollett's continuation of Hume's Hirtory of 
England, Vol. III. Book III. Chap. L 
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A third reafon for writing now is to congra- 
tulate you on your birth-day. What you fay 
of it is hardly civil. Had you faid it to an 
enemy it had been exceptionable, but to a 
friend it is intolerable. What ! have you prayed, 
and preached, and written fo many learned and 
ufeful books, at forty-feven years of age, and 
yet call your new birth-day the forty-feventh 
year of an unprofitable, and finful life? Give 
me leave, fir, to blefs God for your life and 
labours ; and to tell you, that I know not a 
more profitable or lefs finful life than yours, 
and I pray God to prolong it for his glory and 
the good of his church. 

I have a fourth reafon for writing now, and 
that is, to defirc you would let me know how 
to direft to Mr. Jones, becaufe I perceive by 
the hint you give, it would be agreeable to 
you that I (hould do it, and that is a fuffi- 
cient reafon for me. 

A fifth reafon for my writing at prefent I 
am at a lofs for, and therefore let it be like 
the toper's fourth for drinking, that is, for any 
other reafon you pleafe. 

The work in which you have been employ- 
ed, fccms heavy after the trial with which you 
were lately exercifed ; but 1 am glad it carried 
its fupports with it. It is very affeding to bury 
young and ufeful friends j and the death of 
fuch, and the long profperous life of old fin- 
ners, is a difficulty in Providence, not to be 
fully underftood in this world. But I know 

you 
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you will veil to infinite wifdom, allow to God 
afts of fovereignty, and fubfcribe to the good- 
iiefe as well as to the juftice of his condu(5h 
This he demands of us, and this he deferves. 
And is there any thing in which we appear to 
fo much advantage, and are really, fo ornamen- 
tal to religion, and ufeful to all about us, as in 
manifefting an humble, fiducial fubmiffion and^ 
refignation to God? Do we ever pray fo well, 
recoiled: ourfelves to fo good purpofe, afpire fo 
much after his love and favour ? Are we ever 
fo hearty in religion, fo careful to cherifti and 
ftrengthen our hopes of glory ? Are we ever 
fo filled with wifdoni and goodnefs; fo able, fa 
defirous to admonifli and comfort others ? Arc 
our appetites and paflions ever fo retrained 
and regulated, the ple^ures and pofTeiTions of 
this world fo overlooked, -as amidft fuch pain- 
ful fcenes ? Oh, Doddridg€y how had it been 
with you and me, and other fervants of God, 
had it not been for afilidions ? Had we not 
been fometimes fick, and fometimes fad-, had 
we not attended the chambers of confinement, 
and feen the difl^erent ends of faints and fin- 
hers ? But then, it is afflicftion fanAified ; at- 
tended and followed with humble, fervent pray- 
er ; and prayer attended and followed with a 
fupply of the fpirit of Jefus Chrift. And Oh, 
let him who has felt the diflference, relate what 
both thefe are in the prefence or abfence of fhe 
divine fpirit. In the former cafe, it is as when 
one of the feraphims flew to the prophet, hav^ 

ing 
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ing a live coal in his hand, which he tcwk 
from the altar; and laid it upon his mouth, 
and faid, lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy fin purged. 
Ilaiah vi. 6, 7. The latter, may you and I 
never experience ! 

Your friends told me, how happy you made 
them at Northampton •, and I do not wonder 
at it, where there is fo much prudence, bene- 
volence and good tafte as in my friends Dodlor 
and Mrs. Doddridge, to whom Mr. and Mrs. 
— wifh to be as agreeable as they are to us. 

I moft heartily congratulate you and your 
lady on the joy which flows in your hearts, 
while you behold the piety and duty of your 
children. But I will detain you no longer from 
your friends and bufincfe, than to afliire you, 
that I am 

Moft faithfully 

and affedionatcly yours, 

J. Barker. 

P. S. 1 will fend for you to Walthamftow 
when it will beft fuit your affairs ; and it' (hall 
not be my fault, if you have not the addition 
of Dr. Grofvenor's company while here.- 
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letter' xxxviii. 

From thb same. 

Walthamftow, July 2^, 1749* 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOU ihall be very carefully conveyed to 
Hackney on Auguft 4th, God willing ^ 
and on that condition I clofe with your offer, 
and fhall expeft you here on the 2d, that I 
may be refrefhed with your prefence and com- 
pany. If your letters revive like a cordial, what 
muft the converfation of fb valuable a friend do ? 
It is inexpreflible pleafure to fee fb much of 
God flill fhining in human nature, as appears 
in the piety and benevolence of your heart. It 
charms me to fee the good you do, and the 
pleafure you take in doing it-, and the honour 
put upon you by' the head of the church, 
whofe interefls lie fo near you. 

And now I cannot forbear to congratulate 
the chriftian triumvirate* at Witkham. I feafl 
on the happy interview, and enjoy in imagina- 
tion the pleafures of the vifit. The Lord in- 
creafe the number of fuch converts, and enable 
them to. repair our breaches, and flrengthen the 
foundations of our infulted religion. But more 
of this when we meet. 

Yours moft afFedionately while I am 

J« Barr£r. 

K LETTER 

* Probably Mr. VTeit, Mr. Lyttelton, and Dr. Doddridge* 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
From thb same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, Dec. 7, 1749. 

1'. Am not eafy without knowing {bmewhat of 
the ftate of your aflfkirs and family, eC- 
pecially when you are in any afflidion. I heard 
a paragraph read out of one of your letters re- 
lating to* your ddeft daughter^ which has afflift- 
ed me much, and I wifh 1 may hear a mudi 
better account of her as to her healdi-, and 
the rather, as \ hardly can hear a better either 
of her peribn or charafter. It is an honoura- 
ble and happy thing to b^t and bring forth 
children for ufefulnefe in this world •, but hr 
better, for gloiy and happinefe in that which is 
to tome. And what is this vain world, this 
ihadow, this ipan, this dream! Wl»t is this 
life^ the hours of which pafs on in like man- 
ner as a river flows before our eyes, on the 
motion of which we may look till our heads 
are giddy, but cannot ftop the ftream a mo- 
ment The world, as God's woi4c, is a grand 
and noble eifeft of infinite wiidom and power, 
but as ufed and enjoyed by the generality of 
its inhabitants,' it is like a fi^on or a ^ble, 
one knows not whether to call it a world, or 
the faftiion of it, which is continually paffing 
away. But what then do they owe to God's 

peculiar 
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peculiar favour, who have difcemed this vanity 
in early life, and found the treafure, atid feized 
the prize w:hich is the only thing worth feeking 
and contending for here ! while others much 
more advanced in years, do nothing but pur* 
fue the empty fliadows, and court all the look 
and deceitful objefts of fenfe, without either 
fear or fliame. Commend me to my dear yQung 
/riend, and tell her, I congratulate her choice, 
Jber affedtion for religion, and the ufe ihe has 
jKnade of the inftruftions and example of h^ 
parents. I pray God, that her indifpofition may 
decreafe, and her love to religion, and hope of 
ialV^adon may increafe more and more ; and tell 
betj the Lord is faithful, who fhall cSsabUSi h^r 
and kc^ her ixna evil. 

The hefith I enjoy furprifes me, it feems to 
jiocneafe with my years. I ride on horieback this 
•wiittBT more than I have done for many ynn^' 
.ters, a^d abating one cold, 1 know not when I 
^aVe enjoyed £> much health. Mrs. Barker is 
not :iQ happy, but feels much famtne& and dilB* 
4u}ty of breathing, but has lucid and diearfiil 
intervals. Our little girl I may not improperly 
.tall the inuikk of our family, as fhe fung sbe 
^is morning a hymn of JDr. -Wiitts's, &t to ja 
tune of her own making ; and »^en ihe hid 
done, >fittd, ^^ Oh, grandpapa, heaven is ajfiij^ 
-pbcel" • . 

: Our fbchd — feems to be dropfical. . rPgdr 
— is >gotng a pace; viko would ^v^ beto A 
much greater lofs, if he had been more'fhidi- 
K 2 ous. 
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ous, diligent and exemplary. The Lord quicken 
mc in the laft ftage of life and fervicc, hj 
what I fee eminent in fome and blameable in 
others* 

Pray give mj moft hearty fervice to Mrs* 
Doddridge. I believe you owe a great deal to 
her prudence and tendemefe ; but I am not fure 
you have been altogether (o governable as you 
would feem to intimate. The air in which you 
fycak of her moft reafonable and neceflary au- 
thority leads me tx> think you either retain your 
fovereignty, or fency you do, or have parted 
with it very unwillingly. But pray, dear doc* 
tor, refign, and let her govern in a point which 
(he underftands and you do not. Beitdes, fhe 
values your health, and knows very well, the 
pulpit, and pupils, and family expositor depend 
upon it, as well as your own family and frirads ; 
and ihe has undeniable evidence to produce a- 
gainJEfc you, that in many inftances you pay lit- 
de or no regard tx> it, and have often ufed it 
as if it were not worth a pipe of tobacco. 

If you knew how fond I am of your Expo- 
fitor-, how I go over and over again with it; 
eke it out ; and how difappointed I appear when 
I come to the end of the Ads, that I fee no- 
thing yet upon the Epiftles, you would pity 
ne; but I thank you, that you do more than 
IMty me; you comfort me with your laft ac 
count of your progrefs in that work ; which I 
moft heartily wifli you may continue to ice in 

that 
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that fuperiority of light to the reft of your fer- 
Tices and labours, as to keep it in the ipeedieft 
motion you can. 

I repeat my prayers to the blefled God for 
you an4 your family, and moft heartily commend 
myfelf to every part and branch of it I rejoice 
in the profperous ftate of your academy, and 
befeech the great difpoier of all things to pro- 
long your life into many years of future uleful- 
nefs. I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Moft fincerely 

and affeftionately yours, 
J. Barker. 

P. S. Is there any minifter in or near Bir- 
mingham, whofe exhibition from the fund is, 
or is liked to be flopped, from any charaAer 
given of him by you ? Or what is the blind 
fbry told by one — , a hardware-man, about a 
perfecuted minifter in or near Birmingham? I 
hardly know the man, but by what I hear, I 
conclude that his head may rdemble the metal, 
and his tongue the edge of one of his razors. 



K 3 LETTER 



134 LETTERS TO AND FROM 
t E T T E R XL. 

FftOM tHE SAME. 

MT i>Ekk FRIEND, April j, 1750. 

IT is not needftil for me to tell you how 
uncoinfortable it is to us to hear of your 
contittued incfirpoiition and confinement ; nor will 
I attempt to aflFeA your mind with that fym- 
pathy which makes yotif friends fufferers with, 
-as well as for you. May you never know how 
deeply refleded forrows wound the heart in fome 
inftances, nor I ever know their weight and 
anguifh by — — . It is beft to hope in God, 
patiently wait upon him, make odr jilrayer and 
look up. Btit methuiks this is a ftubbom tough. 
Your confinement has been pretty long. It is 
^«ty youf blood ftiould be let by any things 
but zeal for God, and that labour whidi is ac- 
ceptable to him and profitable to us. I want 
to hirre an exaft account how you are ; but 
Would not have you go within fight of pen 
and ink, if there be but the moft diftant dan« 
ger of its doing you the leaft injury. I think 
of you much oftner than every day, and my 
wife, who is reading over again your Rife and 
Progrefe, is hardly able to bear my family- 
addrefles on behalf of her inftruftor and friend. 
She joins with me in the moft afire(5tionate and 
refpeftful fervices to you and Mrs. Doddridge, 
and in fervent prayers to God for your fpeedy 

recovery. 
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recovery, and the prolonging your life into many 
future years of ufefulnefs. 

I had your Sermon* on Sunday at Mr. Jack^ 
ion's ; which I read as I rode in the coach, with 
in aching heart and weeping eyes. I am glad 
you were born in London, though yqu will not 
live in it. I hope we fare the better for its 
being the place of your birth, though it yet 
be not the place of your abode. God is wife. 
Perhaps your fpirit and labours do moft good 
where you are. How are you and your bre- 
thren and a numerous chriftian aflfembly now 
praying to God for thofe who will not pray for 
themfelves, nor refrain their impious hands from 
dra^^ng down mifery upon others. I am pi^ent 
with you in ipirit. I lift up my eyes, and to 
God and you 1 may (ay. My weeping eyes^ to 
heaven with you. If I had intereft there, I 
would ufe it all for your native city, that it 
may flill be the care of Providence, and "the 
place of our folemnities. London in ruins woaU 
be the moft difhial fight in the world. Fbrfaid 
it, thou all-merciful God! May a ^irit ofluu 
miliation and prayer prevail over a ^irit of in* 
fidelity and profanenefs^ and may our gracious, 
guardian God reftore us, reform us, and make 
London as famous for virtue and religion, as it 
is for arts and learning, for riches and com- 
merce and liberty ! 

K 4 You 

^ The guilt and doom of Capernaam, ferioafly re^ 
commended to the confidtratioii of the kUiabitaats of 

London. 
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You have heard, I fuppofe, of the timorous 
and ignoble flight of the rich and profane. The 
terrors and prognoftications of the ignorant and 
fuperftitious have almoft emptied Grofvenor- 
Square and its adjacent ftreets ^ and the greateft 
number fled ot^ the Lord's day.* Strange ! that 
the cowards, who believe enough to flee and 
tremble, yet do not fear to break,' or inquire 
what it means to iandify the fabbath. Oh, 
that they would confider and ftiew themielves 
men, and meet him with proftration and reve- 
rence, from whom no diftance can remove^ nor 
darkne& conceal them. 

I am greatly pleafcd with the Bifliop of Lon« 
don's letter to you, as it difcovers {6 good g 
fpirit in him, and fo juft and candid a regard 
to you, in whofe trials and honpurs I do moft 
fincerely partake, and in the former could eyen 
wifh that mine were the larger fliare. 

Your Sermon upon Candour,'!* I am fure will 
tmathe a great deal of that fpirit which belongs 
te the world above. But it is a queiUon with 
me, whether you will reap much benefit from 
it in the world below. There is fo Jittle of 

it 

* lo February and March, two fhocks of an earthquake 
were felt in London ; which filled the people with the 
moft dreadful panic; and thij was ftill farther lacreafcd 
by the ridiculous predidlions of an enthufiaftic foldter, 
who pretended to forecel, that, in a little time^ another 
Ihock would happen, which would lay London and \^ eft* 
minfter in ruins. Bift^rj 9f England. 

t Cbriilian Candour and Unaniir^ity dated, illuflratc4 
lipd urged. 
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It here, that thefe regions are hardly wholefome. 
But I thank you, fir, who are employed fo 
charitably and generoufly in enlightening and 
purifying our air at the fame time. But open- 
ing the fcriptures and mending our fpirits ftand 
in a very dofe and natural conneftion. Let it 
put to filence and even drive into banifliment 
all apprehenfions of uneafinefe from me or Mr. 
Leffingham, that you do not proceed in your 
Expofitor with vigour. We believe very firmly 
that you do. And we likewife know, that all 
things muft give way to prefent duty. 

We have loft our neighbour Mrs. Harrifbn, 
who died exemplarily. Mr. Farmer is very in- 
genious, ftudious, and inquifitive, and one of 
thoie young minifters who fees and laments the 
decay of vital religion amongft us at this day.* 

May God*s confolations delight your foul ! 
May his power fupport, and his mercy reftore 
you to health, , ufefulnefs, and comfort ! And 
may we rejoice according to the days wliereia 
.we have been affliaed for you! I am . 

Moft aflfedionately yours,. 
- J. Barker. 

* The Rev. Mr. Hugh Farmer, was born in St. Chad's 
Parifli, Sijrewfbory, January 20, 1714*1 ^^^ & very in* 
ftrtt£tive account of this learned and excellent perfon, in 
a Sermon preache4 on occafion of his death, by the 
Kev. and worthy Mr. Urwick of Clapham, Surrey, 
t From the regifter belonging to that parifli* 
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LETTER XLL 
From the same. 

DEAR DOCTOR, Joly 5/ ly^o, 

YESTERDAY wc met as a committee for 
the laft time, and agreed upon a report 
to be made to the managers of. our fund at 
our firft meeting in Oftober next, concerning 
cfefting ah Academy in London. How much 
my heart has been fet upon a icheme of this 
kind, you may perhaps remember, when I in- 
vited you ahnoft twenty years ago td Hackney, 
and would gladly have refigned the congrega»> 
tion to you, and have feen your academy tranf^ 
planted thither. I am ftill of opinion, there it 
no place in England like it, either for making 
icholars or divines, as there are great advanta- 
ges of converfation, preaching, and books. But 
]rct, what opinion I have of you a^ a tutor, 
and of your academy, imder the direftion you 
propofe, I had rather you ihould know from my 
Kps than my pen. 

I carefully attend to what you fey about your 
Expofition on the Romans, and ftrongly fod 
pefted how matters there would come* out. But 
refped muft be paid to truth and confcience, 
without regarding events. If ever it ihould hap- 
pen that — ihould become unworthy of your 
infpcAion and labours, there are places enough 
that would gladly receive you. But I am much 

more 
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more apprehcnfive of your death than the dan- 
ger of your lofing the efteem of that place or 
neighbourhood. Not you only, but your me- 
mory furely, will be blefled there. 

But are you aware what a creature you are ? 
I love you beyond ekpreffion, and admire your 
abilities, furniture, fpirits, &Ci more than you 
imagint!, and not a man m the world rejoices 
more in your ufefillnefs than I do; and yet .1 
often make myfelf merry with your charafter 
and conduft. I will give you a Iketch of it. 
You are fo entirely devoted to God, to truth, 
and holinefs, that it is very eafy to impofe up- 
on you under the appearance of any of theft. 
And you are fo perfeAly made up of civility, 
candour, and good nature, that a pious enthu- 
flaft, or a godly dimce, &c, is wdcdme to your 
table, arms, and heart, You are fb good your- 
felf, that you think every body ten times better 
thiln they are ; fee merit in the dafknefs of mid- 
night; cannot fee feults iR^ithout a nooh-day fim; 
forgive injuries before they are confefled ; confer 
favours as a rew^d for affronts ; and will never 
believe but that all who are in good eameft in 
religion, aftd enter into the belief, pradice, life, 
and fpirit of it, are to be embraced by you 
becaufe Jefus Chrift receives them, let their 
opinidfis bt dfenomihation be what it will. Now, 
how Ihould you bei' ^ party man ? or be likely 
to have your academy fupplicd by people who 
live upon notions, phrafes, and external forms ? 

i fhould 
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I (hould have thought myfdf unworthy of the 
(acred name of friend, if I had not communi- 
cated the fubjeft of tlus letter to you. And I 
know you fo well, as to be thoroughly per- 
ibaded^ what it will rejoice your heart to hear, 
that attempts are making amongft us alfo to 
promote and improve the caufe of truth, li- 
berty, and pradical religion. Your academy is 
my great expeftation and joy. And it is your 
honour, dear fir, to have fupplied the churches 
with fo many faithful and eminent paftors. Go 
on to fumifti us with many more. How need- 
ful and beneficial is the publick worfiiip of God, 
for preferving the fenfc of religion among men, 
promoting the life and power of it among 
chriftianss for endearing the blefied God and 
Redeemer to our fouls ; for withdrawing our 
affeAions from this prefent world ; arming us 
againfi: the temptations and terrors of life and 
death; and difpofing us to the fervice and 
happinefs of heaven : and how fliall this be 
done with honour, how fliall this be kept up 
with fpirit, unlefs we have a fuccefiHon of true 
chriftian evangelical minifters? 

Your labours are abundant, your fpirits lively, 
your faith ftrong. The Lord affift and blefs 
you more and more. I am 

With great refpeft and affeftion, yours, 

J. Barker. 

Lady Huntingdon's generofity is noble and 
catholic. I partake largely in the pleafure you 

hav« 
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have in the German tranflatioa of your Rife 
and Progrcfs. That book (hould be v^ritten 
in all languages in letters of gold. Somebody 
aiked me what I thought of your Sermon on 
Candour. My infwer was, we muft either come 
to that, or come to nothing. 



LETTER XLII.» 
From the same* 

Ways. ^7S^' 

LESSINGHAM, Neal, and Barker, ai^ 
too nearly interefted in that precious life, 
which now appears in danger of being cut off 
in the midft of its days, to hear of its waAe 
'and languifhing without great concern and fer* 
▼ent prayer to God. How your letter afFefted 
my heart in publick, your friends are witnefs: 
but what I felt for my dear brother and the 
minifters and churches of Chrift, God and my- 
self 

* The following letter is printed already in the Doc- 
tor's Life $ but the editor cannot forbear inferting it in 
■' this €otte£lioa. Dr. Doddridge was at Shrewfbury, for 
the benefit of air, exercife, and an entire rejcfs fronn 
bofinefs and Gonnpany, when he received it; and Mr. 
Orton tells ns, he was fo afFeded and melted into 
tt^n of gratitnde and joy, with the friendlhip exprcHed 
fn it, and the divine coniblations, which it adminiftere^, 
Att he was apprehenfive his tender frame wonld have 
ionk under it. 
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fdf only Jcnow. I wiU not now fay, Why did 
you ipend fo faft ? Why did you not iparc 
yourfelf a little fooner? I will rather hcarUfy 
thank you, that you u(e all the nnans you iCan 
to repair your frajtne, and rc^ore and prot<}Qg 
your ufefulnefs. It ia the kind^ thing you cm 
do, and the higheft inftance of friendfhip you 
can now {hew us ; and I acknowledge your good- 
nefs to us in this point with tears of joy. Con- 
fent and choofc to ftay wth ys awl^le longer, 
my dear friend, if it pleafe God. This is not 
only needful to I)Tortjbanipt(m and its adjacent 
towns and villages, but defirable to us all, and 
beneficial to our whole intereft. Stay, Doddridge^ 
Oh, ftay and ftreogthen our hands, wiiofe fhn- 
dows grow long. Fifty is but the height gf 
vigour, ufefuln^s, and bonow. -Do not take 
leave abryptly. Providence ha^ not dkedbed 
thee yet, on whom to drop thy iftmntle. Who 
fliall inftru<% our youth, fill our vacant churches; 
animate our afTociation^, and ditfufe a Spirit of 
piety, moderation, candour, and charity through 
our villages and churches ; and a fpirit of prayer 
and fupplication into our towns and cities, when 
thou art removed from us ? Efpecially, who 
fhall unfold the facred oracles, teach us the 
meaning and ufe of our bibles, reicue us from 
the bondage of fyftems, party-opinions, empty, 
ufelefs fpeculations, and fafhionable forms and 
phraies *, and point out to xi3 the (imple, intel- 
ligible, oonfiftent, uniform religipn pf our Lord 
and Saviour? Who ihall^But I am ^lencod 

by 
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by the voice of him, who fays, " Shall I not 
do what I will with my own? Is it not my 
prerogative to take smd leave, as feemeth me 
good? I demandf the liberty of difpoiing of 
my own fervants at my own pleafure. He hath 
laboured more abundantly. His times are in 
my hand. He hadi not flept as do others. He 
hath riien to nobler heights than things below. 
He hopes to inherit glory.- He hath laboured 
for that, which endurcth to eternal life; labour, 
^ich thje more it abounds, the more it ex- 
alts and magn^es ks objeft, and the more ef^ 
fedhially answers and iecures its end.-*- It is 
yours to wait and truft,-^inine to difpofe and 
govern. —On me be the ewe o£ minifters and 
churches. — With me is the refidue of the fpirit. 
---Both the vineyard and die labourers are 
mine. — I fct them to work, and when I. pleafe, 
I call them and give them their hire." — With 
thde thoughts my paflions fubfide, — my mind 
is (bftened and fatisfied, — I refign thee, myfelf, 
and all, to God, faying, " Thy will be done !** 
But now for the wings of faith and omtem- 
pladon. Let me take thy hand, niy dear bro- 
ther, and walk a turn or two in yonder fpa- 
ciotad regions. Yes, it is fo : we read it in the 
book of God, that word of truth and gofpel of 
our fidvation— that as in Adam all die, even 
ib in Chrift (hall all be made alive. The one 
ruined Ws pofterity by fin-, the other railed 
his feed to inunortality. Thi^ poi{bned the dart 
and inflamed the wound of death; biit Jefus 

Chrift 
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Chrift redeemed us from this captivity, Stst, 
thou chriftian minifter, thou friend of my bo- 
fbm and faithful fervant of God, fee the impor- 
tant period, when the furprifing figns and dc- 
fcending inhabitants of heaven, proclaim the ife- 
cond coming of our divine Saviour ! The hea« 
vens open and difclofe his radiant glory. — Hear 
the awakening trump. — See, the dead in Chrift 
arife glorious and immortal — leave corruption, 
weaknefe, and difhonour behind them, and be- 
hold their Lord and * head feated on his throne 
of judgment, attended and furrounded with the 
minifters of his power and pleafure, and ihining 
in all the fulnefe of celeftial glory; — and not 
only fee but (hare his viftory and luftre, — par- 
take of his image and influence. And behold 
the dcmolifhed fabric reared again, (lately and 
ornamented — (hining and illuftrious — permanent 
and durable — to demonftrate how entirely death 
is vanquifhed, all its ruins repaired; and what 
was once meat for worms is now a companion 
of angels : for when this corruptible (hall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal, immorta- 
lity, every eye will be fattened on the mighty 
conqueror, and every voice and harp be tuned 
for that tranfporting fong. Oh, death, where is 
thy fting ? Oh, grave, where is thy vidlory ? 
Yes, Doddridge^ it is fo. The fruit of our Re- 
deemer's fufFerings and viftory is the entire 
and eternal deftrudion of (in and death. And 
is it not a glorious deftruAion ? A moft blefH 
cd ruin ? No enemy k formidable— no tyran* 
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ny iS>. bitter-^ na fc^tten fo heavy and gallis^— 
no prifoii; .& dark and difinaH — but they are 
Vanquiflicd and di&lrmed^,-'-^the unerring dart is 
blunted and broken -^lile ptifen- pulled down 
and r^ed. Our Lord is iir«i> as the firft-fruits 
of them that flept. 

How glad fhould I be to hear^ that God is 
pleafed to prolong your life on earth, to declare 
thefe glorious truths and teach us to impmve 
them \ In this, yow friends with you^ and 
many more in erery place, join^ and* make it 
ouk* common petition to the great difpdb: of 
all events. Ufe every means you can for the 
recovery of your health, for the feke of youi? 
friends^ among whom is 

Your faithful: and afFedibnate^ 
J. Barker. 



LETTER XLin. 
From mi r<v. mr. CorrARD.* 

DEAR SIR« Wadbadi-Colkgc, May ^^ 1737* 

I Think myielf fo mudi obliged to you for 
you^ kiiid es^refflons of fne^idibip and es- 
teem, that no one needs any farther Introdtrftion 
to my company^ if he thinks it WiOrtli afking 
ibr^ than faying that |k^ Gomes froni you*. I do 

L aot 

* Sccf ait aeeotmt of tfe irttj letm«d fieHeH Is thi 
Sicf. Brit, by Dr. Kippts, 
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not know: bf '^at kind of htzMty it was, that 
I miflled of the gencltncMti - who brought yoilr 
obliging letter, though I was more than once 
to ice for him, atter I had heard that there had 
been one to enquire after me. I hope if his 
budneis (hould ever lead to Oxford again, I- 
fliall be more fortunate. 

If I have not convinced you in relation to 
Pfidm Ixxiii, I defire you will confider it and 
favour me with your objeftions. I do not know 
well what to lay in regard to Ilaiah xxxviii ; 
but to me there (eems evidendy (bme nuftake.* 
The iign and the thing (ignified muft certainly 
bear (bme refemblance, (bme proportion, I may 
iay, or the whole beauty and degance of the 
thing is deftroyed. Why ten rather than five 
or (even, and why the(e rather than twenty or 
forty ? But on my fuppoiition the pailage is na- 
tural and of a piece. Hczekiah's lamp of life 
was almoft gone out, but he was promiied that 
it (hould lie recruited with fifteen drops of Mh 
oil ; and as a (ign of this, the lamp of the 
world retires back on Ahaz's dial the fame 
number of degrees. Nothing can be imagined 
finer or more appofite. That mifbkes of fiich 
a nature as this fliould creep into the writings 
of a people exercifed with fuch a variety of 
hardfhips and revolutions in their polity, is to 
me, I confeis, eafily concdvablel Nor indeed 
without a continual miracle (which I prefume 
cannot be imagined to have been the ca(e,) do 
I well fee how they could have been prevented 

I now 
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I now beg your thoughts on this paflage, 
it is Pialfti ix. 6. The words as they now lie 
in our prefent Hebrew, have no meaning in the 
leaft, but are one of the ftrangeft jumbles that 
can well be met with : but with a little tranf- 
pofition the whole will be clear, and eafy. I 
read them thus, " The enemy is intirely wafted 
or confumed; thou haft deftroyed or pulled 
up the foundations of their cities, they are be- 
come defolations for ever, the very memory 
of them is loft.** I leave it to you to deter- 
mine how far this is preferable to the prefent 
reading or the pi:e{ent verftons in confequence 
of it. , 

I muft now leave the eaft and come home 
to England, and in . So dping think I make a 
happy exchange. I have met with great beau«t 
ties there, but muft own I am prejudiced in 
favour of my native country. I can imagine 
the Shulamite to have been exceedingly fine, 
that could engage in fb warm a manner the 
heart of a very rich and powerful monarch; 
but 1 can imagine a Northampton lady, who 
inuch more deferves to be the Shulamite of 
another poem. This at leaft I niay be at li< 
berty tp fey, that whoever fhe intends to make 
the happy man muft have but fmall relifh 
for her charms, if he would, change conditi- 
ons with any fultan in the Eaft without her. 
I am grown an old fellow of . a college, and 
npthing like what I have been, fb that fhe may 
believe what I fay not to be flattery. If 1 was 
L 2 young 
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ycnaig agn — ! Bat what aa idle 'viAi'b thtt? 
SniiiflKT peniijss bkt orii^ onr the fucs 'Sdh 
ae, Kyi I UMu^ pfmn ife IsM tbit bci3<f« tl* 
mffiith fif Mif is oDt, I bbt fay KlakiwcB s 
rlfiL TVn fliuR not ci|iwl tae v^mi tliis» nr 
o^i people sre no! Yoy ponAml is their id»- 
i9{9an&. W^Bm ncnwr or csuterir wiDOt lisvc 
gjiof 1 ifu!l 1 TBjxxi dxn. In the akmi tme I 
htg TSf cxHnpEncDts id Ac ns' Bvitej, isd 
1ft Mrs. Doddnd^ aad tkit yos wil accept 
tBe wCQC nOBy 

fWv Sir 
Y09r VMM fllflBWy 

maft obodicDt nieiid and Hivutf 

GlOEOS COSTA&D. 

I mopld rc pad to hcto ncoi yoo is^mhi the 
pRZs|^ of ths ^Hcm tlie yiiiiii CM^ && 



LETTER XUV. 

FkOW TBI SAIIC 



Dt A^ sm, iiif »5, 1757. 

I Sat danm with n istertuo to tdk gmtif 
to ttn, and aflc too a few Iotous queftiooa. 
Bm as that caturaDr led nv thoughts to North- 
airptciu miiere is a Tciy pretty lady, whom I 
nxoch admire^ yoo wiD cxcde me, I know, if 
I giiiT her the pe c ed guc e . The way? of hevrca 
»« dark I owo^ but I have often wumlei e d 

what 
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what myftery could be uitepded by itst giving 
her To many perfeSions to loake her amiable, 
and yet denying her the u(jj of fpeedi. , I aux^ 
not find any thii\g either in Porphyry c{r Jaoi-* 
blicus, or any of our moderiMs, who liaye treated 
on myfteries^ that gives me (atisfadtiou. If 
you can folve the didiculty, .1 fl&alli honour you 
as the Prieft of that Miiier\n>.DiaQa. 

I fee in the papers, articles of impcadbment 
drawn up againft us batcheiora. I am nqt good 
at apologies, or if I waSt have ngt time^ aod 
yet I could wiih there wore ibi^e ufcful hiat$ 
thrown out on our fide tp the ladies. I fliop^d 
have recommended thi9 ,tMfk to the lady abovo 
mentioned) .i» the OfAf one. of the ftxtbat I 
can think on, as qualified 5 .bec^iiie refoi^ers k 
is allowed on all iiapd|> i^ould be free from the 
&ults they cenfure.. But as (he has tkt misfoi^ 
tune to be di|9^b> .1 j^nd . myielf (to my. no 
fmall regret) di(appomte4. of my wiih. . To fup- 
ply this unlucky file^ce of her's, X once .tho\ight 
to convey to -ker; through you ia writing, what 
fhe might exprefs as (he/ fpund occafioa, hy nods^ 
figns, or wbatfVf r marlu. (he plea^. But con* 
fidering that the fex has. a ti<itural averfion. to 
dull formal lefTons of advice,. I altered my de- 
fign a little^ and beg leave to fend her a true 
flory that fell.' wider my ow^ ^bfervation^ and 
of whichvihe may make, what i^ie ihe pleaies. 

As t'other day in fai!faffir% roodd. 
By chance I at my iwndo^ ftood, 

L 3 Obferving 
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Obferving how the evening breeze 

Juft whifpcr'd through the bending trees. 

The fun was fetting, iky ferene. 

The fhadows lengthening o'er the (bene. 

A Dove I mark'd, that nea^ me fat^ 

A female, beauty, and coquette. 

In decent eafy pride fhe mov*d, 

(What heart fo cold but muft have lov'd,) 

Her eyes (b full, fo round, and dear^ 

Shot beams, no mortal dove could bear. 

Her nedc, her breail, and weU*turnM thigh, 

Though they might ibund in epics high, 

I choofe, juft mentioned, to omit. 

For loftier bards a fobjeft fit. 

Thus fair without diis Dove wKs (eeR» 
But {potted was her mind within. 
A heart fhe had, too fond of ihew, 
A heart that fluttePd at a bean« 

Was proud to (ee the croud admire. 

And fops in fnimick deaths expire. 

Too fondly ftriving to be great, 

Forgat what 'tis makes bli& compleat. 

To all alike fhe fmiles beflow'd. 

To none diftinguifh'd favours fhew*d. 

No (boner afk'd than ready e're. 

To ramble in • the • fields of air. 

But what in doves is held a vice. 

With whom fhe went, not over-nice. 

So proud, vain, fickle — foults too common I 

In all but ihape a very w — n. 
Columbo long ador'd this fiur. 

Who with Columbo could compare. 

For 
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For plumage fiiic, and every art. 
Could win a tender,- female heart? 
His limbs were large andfifm, at^i ftraight. 
His fize proportiort*d to bis hdght. 
With graceflil eafe and fwiftne(s fled. 
Had wit, and fenfe, txa&ly bred. 
When grave, not like the pedant owl. 
Nor yet when gay, that coxcomb fowl 
That high in i?indow perch'd, or door. 
Calls cuckold, quaker, knave and wh— -. 

In vain he dangled, flgh*d, and coo*d. 
She fled whenever the k>vcr wo6*d. ^ 

Not that flie felt herfdf no (mart. 
Or in his torments boro no part. 
But proudf exort a cruel pow*ry 
An4 of her conqaeft too fecure. 
Mis vows flie treated with difilain. 
And feem'd to triumph in his pun. 

At laft grown weary, difcontent, 
(No hopes of gaining her conient) 
Th* mdignant bird with juft difdain. 
Breaks ofi^ her flavjlh galling cham. 
To Turturelia flif*. The fair 
His fuit received with modefl air. 
By jufl degrees reiigns herfelf, 
(Doves never quarrel about pelf) 
With tranfport feiz'd, the bird he preft. 
The modeft mirfe forbears the reft. 

The proud one fees with hateful eyes 
Her captive gone, — another's prize. 
In every vein rcfentment bums, 
A chill benumbs them too by tum^ 

L 4 Sometimes 
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Somedmcs with (raotick inge* her broift . 

Beats high, anon fiibfide^.to reft. 

By diflhreQlt tito of rpaAoos toft^ 

And ibmetimcs in ndk&iQii .loft. . 

— And is tt true he .cf>idd be fm-^i 

Prefer that filly thing ts> me — - • 

Was that'hia judgmeiit^ that his d^oioer-? 

I wonder at ik want of cy«« 

For ever kft— rand cta^ he icoro 

For my ill-judg'd ne|^ fttam? .. 

Fool that 1 was, npw h^ hy hte^. 

To wed perhq)S the bird I hate. . 

Or elfe. Oh, wofft itf fitea to till J 

Be fentenc'd apei to leid to H-rn. 

I fuppofe the gehdemen yon fpcke df have 
altered their refohttioQs about ifthg Oxford, and 
are gone home Another inf by' my tM iedw 
any thing of Aete yet My ferVke waits upon 
the lady and Mr^ Doddridge, and J beg yoii 
will accept the &me from 

Your faithful and oBliged ^ 

humble feryant^ 

Oioitas -CosTAJHO. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLV. , 

FaOH THK CAttS. 

DEAR SIR,. Wtdham^pUege, Feb, 6, 1739— 4Ciu 

I Had the: fayour of yours,, dated &e 19th of 
laft month, and fuppoTe you bave receiyed 
mine, which was then upon the road to you, 
and would a0ure you of the receipt of your 
ExpoAtors. I do not know what entertainment 
my performances may afford : you, hut I have, 
been extremely delighted with yours as far as 
I have had, leifune to read them.. 

I fee ypa have taken notice, p* 8, .of that 
notbn of the l^noftieks that the God of the Old 
and New Teftaxnent were different,, and of Ire<» 
aeus, having uiged that text agatnft them, (John 
i«.io.J^ I camot help refieAiog with myfelf 
ibmetimes, whether thofe called Hereticks by th^ 
Father^ reaUy - maintained thofe extravagancies 
eharged upoA tfiemv whether the. F^ers them* 
ielves^wiare not n)i&dcen; and whether fonm^ of 
Aofe ;.opinion$' nuight not io their genuine fenie, 
and when rightly underftood^ be admitted as true. 
The notion which your refer tq perhaps was of 
the latter ktt. The /Being, mentioned in the 
Old Teftament, has, frequently to me, feemed to 
be ufed for another Bemg than the mm, ^ 
fupremc ineffable majefly of heaven. Natural 
reafon and. the wrkiifgs of the New Teftament 
iujfficiently teaph us that he is invifibk ; that 

"no 
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" no man hath (ecn nor can fee him;" that 
he has no parts oor bodUy ihape, &c. But 
Gen. ill. 8. Adam and Eve heard the " voice 
of the Lord God, walking, &c •,** and the whole 
hiftory then and afterwards bcfpeaks as if there 
was fome vifiUe ^pcarance with which they 
converfed, and was not unknown to the Patri- 
archs themfelves by the £ime name. It was to 
the fame Being perfimally appearing^ that Abra« 
ham intercedes for the Sodomites, Gen. xviii. 
17. ad fin. See iikewife, Exod. iv. 24. Agam, 
Nadab and Abihu are find to have *^ {een the 
Ood of Ifiaet/' Exod. xxiv, 10 *, and there it 
a pompous defcription of the floor ujpon whkh 
diey £iw hia feet flsnd. And to name no other 
infanee, when Mofes begs to have a vifible 
reprefentation of the fiune God, be tells him, 
he will cover him wtdv ^His hand^ and that 
he fliall fee his back." ,Exod. xxxiii. 22, 23. 
In^efe places, lapprehend diere can be no 
recourfe had to figure and metaphorical ways 
of ipeakin^, unleis we would nnfetde all the 
rules of language. I fhould' diink, thereforct 
that the Xoy^ or fecond perfbn in the Trini^, 
is in all thefe places to be underftood ; and if 
the Marcionites, &c, underftood it £>, they 
could hardly be called Hereticks. But to fol- 
low them at prefent, as their opinions are hand* 
ed down to us, is to grope in more, than egyp^ 
tian darknefi. < 

As to the taxing under Cyrenius, Luke ii^ 
there is a Latin treatife juft come out, wrote by 

Mr. 
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-M^r. Reynolds, one of the canons of the cathe- 
dral at Exeter and fellow of Eaton college, it 
wte printed here in 1738, but the publication 
prevented by acddents for fome time. You 
will fee a great deal of curious learning there, 
though thrown together in a manner not fo 
^eeable as could be wifhed. He noakes Quiri* 
ifus at the time only cenfor, and fhews feveral 
example^ of tfyf/xovsuov/^ ufed in fuch fenfe. 

As to December being the time of Chrift's 
birth, I think with you it is without founda- 
tion. There is a Wonderful regularity in the 
divine proceedings: and this new creation in the 
moral, world, to omit alt other arguments, feems 
moft likely to -have corresponded to the time 
of that in the naturat 

In order to reconcile Mic. v. 2. with ilotiuas 
iXcsjckn Matt. ii. 6. Dr. Pocpcke obfcrves fWm 
Rab. Tanchum, a Jew that wrote an Arab: 
Comment on the Prophet, that Ac word ligni- 
fits great as well z& little. Ifdiat obfervation 
be true, it makes a very clear conftrudtion. I 
have not looked into that author to fee what 
authorities he brings for that interpretation, but 
prdpofe It as fbon as the cold weather will give 
me leave, and then perhaps I may trouble you 
with, fome more impertinence. 

As to. x/^ «j7'* 'Xf^^ (John i. 16.) w:hat. 
ever has been (aid upon it yet feems to me 
not to give any very dear meaning. I fhould 
think that the Evangelift wrote yp^iv asi go* 
vcmed of the verb iT^oysv^ but fome peHbn 

attending 
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attending to the ix n nKiifMiic^^ csijji before^ 
and confidering the conjundaon copulative ^ be- 
fore x^iVy todL it for harfli Greek, and hy in 
the margin of his copy, wrote by way of note 
fivft 'XP^^y which the fuccecding tranfcriber, 
thinking to bdong to the text» took it. in* and 
£> now we have bodu Whereas the eaficftx^od 
moft natural reading would run thus, U tk isr?^ 

doubt not but ieveral miilakes of this nature 
may be obfervcd in all andent authors, the 
fcriptures not excepted. 

The Hiftory of the Temptation, lilatt iv*. 
ynd. £xp^ p, 109, is one of thoie parts of Re^ 
relation which is charged with almoft unfur? 
ntountable difficulties, and I think has not been, 
fufficiently confidered. I fuppoie TSTfiptiurBn^i 
means no more than where he was tempted, at 
ug zo 7iX/ifwSiivou is whereby was fulfilled. It 
fetms extraordinary enough that Satan ihould 
not know whom he attacked, and if he did» 
that he ihould venture upon fuch. an engage- 
ment. Some are apt to wonder at die power 
that this wicked fpirit had of tranfporting the 
body of our holy Lord from place to place 
at his pleafure. What mountain was fo high as 
horn thence he could ihew him w^^ ^^ 
(Scca-t}^)^ T» yxxrim 3^ Tjfy Xo^owf ctxnonv? And in- 
deed in fuch a frightful wilderne^ as this, what 
were the Ic'^oci that he could ftxew him ?: " Thou 
fbak not tempt, &c." v. 7. I fuppofe means, 
thou ihalt not inconfiderately nm into danger 

in 
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in cxpedlation of God*s miraculous mterpofing 
and not fia/Fering the laWs 6f ttatxxn (e. gn gra« 
vitation) to take their ufual efFeft, Q^ D. *' A 
human body throium &om focb aa eminence as 
this, muft in the courfe of things be dafhed to 
piecdB, and I iMte no reafon to exped: but that 
the fame will befall me.**^ 

I hftve ienl' j<m t pafiket. here inftead ^ a 
letter. I do* not intend however to inform f o« 
of any thing that I do not think you to know 
already and much bettei^ than I do. I would 
only fhew you with how moeh attention I read 
your excellent ^Expb^tm. I wifh Deborah and 
Habbakkuk may pleafe you but half fo much. 
But I am afraid of them. 

I hope this will find you and your family 
well thk Qold feafon. The weatho- here feems 
to be breaking, «nd I wifti it maty go ^ffz 
for the poor, notwithftanding the ^coll65HoniB thst 
have basn made for them, are alitioft perifiied 
The Univerfity made them a coileAion that a- 
inounted to upwards of one hundred and iixty 
pcfondsk IfliaU tire you no longer than while I 
1)q; my cdntplimenfs td Mrs. Doddridge, and 
defire you to accept the £une from 
Your moft afFedionate 

•moft <)bliged humble fervant^ 
Gboroi Costard. 
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LETTER XLVI. 

Fkom MR. Warbuktoii.^ 

LondoOf April ip^, f73S* 
KEV. AND WORTHY SIR, 

I Found 'the very agreeable &vour of y^our let* 
ter of the 13th inftant in London, where 
I am lately come for a few days. 

I can now eofily forgive the CowUry Clergy- 
wum^-^ as owing to him, in fome meafure, the 
acquiiition of fach a friendfliip as I flatter my- 
fclf. Sir, to reap in you. And though you give 
lb polite a turn to that occafion, I niuft never 

fuflTer 

• Afterwards BiOiojk of Glocefter. There is fome ac- 
count of thii eminent prelate in Bifbop Newton's Life, 
written by himfclf ; alfo in Dr. Johnfon's Life of Pope ; 
and tn Nichols's Anecdotes of Bowyer See likewife the 
Wellminftcr Magazine for i;79« and the Gentleman's 
Magazine for 1780 ; but a more particular account may 
be expeded from his tLLusraious Friekd the pre* 
feot BrsHOP OP WoiiCBSTBR»t who has lately pnblilhed 
& magnificent edition of BiOiop Warburton*s wQrk# in 
feven Tolames in qoarto. 

] KVLLAM ABIOLVTl fKiB&ULlt DOTSM IN SO OKSIDEtlt. 

EtASMUt. 

t In Janoary, 17-7—8, Mr. Warburton published the 
6rft Tolnme of the Divine Legation of Mofes, &c ; and 
in March, a Vindication of the author of that work, 
from the afperfions of the Country Clergyman's Letter, 
in the Weekly Mifcellany of Feb. 14, 1737. The pro* 
lefled editor of the Mifcellany was William Webder, 
D. D. of whom fee an account in Nichols's Anecdotes 
of Bowyer^ p. 539^ 618, &c. 
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(iiffer tnyfelf to believe, that it was any merit 
in my book, but a generous indignation againfi: 
an abandoned libeller that has procured me the 
homHir of fo confiderable a patromfen 

I will affurc you, Sir, that, next to the fer- 
vice of truth, my aim in writing was to pro- 
cure myfelf the favour and friendfltip of gqjod 
and learned men. So that you will not Vronder 
that I accept the friendfhip you are pleafed. to 
offer me in fo generous iand polite a manner, 
with all the pleafure that gtfb. moft efteemed 
amongft men are generally received with. Dif- 
ference of religious perfuafion, amongft fincere 
profeflbrs, never was, I thank God, any reafon 
of reftraining or abating my efteem for men of 
your charafter in life and learning. 

I have read your pricq)ofals for -die Family- 
Expofitor, arid have entertained, from the fpe- 
dmen, fo high an opinion of your notes and 
paraphrafe, that had I any thing material on the 
goipels, I (hould be very cautious, (without 
aflfeftation) of laying them before fo^ accurate a 
critick, notwithftanding all the temptations I 
fliould have of appearing in fo honourable a 
ftation. But the mith is, I have little of thi^ 
kind on the evangelifts worth your notice, and 
your work is already in the prefs : but you 
Ihall be fure to command what I have oh the 
other parts of the New Teftament on occafionj 
if of any fervice to you. In the mean time, I 
make it my Vei|ueft to be admitted into the 
lift of your iubfcribers. I (hall pay the fubfcripl 

tion 
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tkm tnoney ta Mr.* Hett» 4ittt AuHl tAc tiatt^ 
cdpt, bocai^ I Would have one from yourielf, 
m order to engage you to begin a correfpon- 
dence^ from which I expeft to receive &> much 
benefit and pleafurt. 

I am gready indebted to you. Sir, for your 
good prayers. I b^ you^ would do me the 
juftice to believe you do not want mine, being 
wkh the utmoft efteem and fincetity. 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft afFeAionate 

humble (ervant^ 

W. WAaBURTON. 



LETTER XLVII. 

FaOM THE SAME. 

Newark-ttpon-Tient, Peb^ 12, i7j8-*9» 
DEAR SIR, 

I Am much indebted for your laft kind letter, 
and I heartily wifii I could make the fame 
cxcufe for not acknowledging it fooner, which 
you have done on the fame occafion. But I live 
in a much lefs comfortable neighborhood, and 
at a greater diftance from the few friends whoie 
acquaintance is worth cultivating. But the know- 
kdge of my friends' happincfe always relieved 
my own unhappinefs. The kin^ .obliging things 
you iay to me would, from a courtier, very 

much 
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hiuch difguO; me; but comiog from one whofe, 
virtues and parts. I have fo great an opinion of, 
muft needs be highly agreeable. to me, though 
I thought diem no more than the effedls of a. 
partial friendfhip, and merely on that account. 

Every thing you fay concerning the Dedica- 
tion* to the Princefs of Wales, I highly approve 
of: and I dare truft you in preferving the dig- 
nity that becomes an honefl: man and a minifter 
of Chrift. 

All that relates to •— , and who he is, and 
his affair with Coimt Zinzendorf, and what that 
is, I am an entire ftranger to, and fhould be 
glad of a little information in that matter. 

I have heard indeed there are Priejls of Her^ 
cules among you, as well as you know there 
are among us. Laft fummer I was at — , and 
laying there what 1 thought fit of you, I un- 
derftood you were once expeded to receive that 
province under your care. But Providence was 
kinder to you than to commit that peace, which 
is the reward and produft of your virtues, to 
lb turbulent a people; and thought fit to punifti 
their unchriftian zeal by depriving them of one, 
who could have regulated and reformed it. 

Young — has great merit, and will make 
a figure in the world, and do honour to pro- 
feflbr Blackweli, whom I have a great efteenl 
for. A propos of this laft. You may remember 
tliat Wcbfter abufed him in the libels he wrotci 
M againft 

* Of the Family £xpoiitor« 
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againft me. I hope his charge in that partScei^ 
kr was falfe, as I know all his others were. 

Manned is a wild ridiculom notion^ and fink 
will do well to animadvert upon it.* Sir I&ac 
Newton's is much more piaixfiUb: thotigh thi» 
great man, in divinitj and chroook^, is as 
liiuch below many others, as he is ahove every 
body in mathematicks and phyficks. 

Pray how do yaa Kke Mr. C — 's Book 
againft the Moral Philofopher? He writes by 
ord^r.of the A. B. C. Your fee he is civil to» 
me. We Ihould laugh about fome circumftan* 
ces in it were we together. Look at p. 444^ 
and td! mc> whether you do not think fomp- 
thing has been ftruck out after the firft word 
of the lafl line but one. Yott fie, page 272^ 
he goes out of his wwf to redify art obferva- 
tion of mine, but very unluckily* He lays, 
that what I lately /aid $/ ylrftobius^ as undertake 
trig the defence of ehriftiamty before he underftvod 
ity muft be interpreted as to doSrims, and precepts 5 
ivhich is not to be wondered atj finte he wrote be-- 
fore hi was admitted to baptifm. Mr. C. fcem* 
to have miftakcn me every manner of way, 
Firft, you fee, he fiippofcs I have left it in 
doubt what I meant by Amobius^s not under- 
ftandirig chriftianity 5 but you know the place 
where I make the obfervation confines it to doc- 
trine. Secondly, he fuppofes I made a wondci' 
^at he did not underftand chriftianity, whereas 

the 
• See Dodiridge'f Family Expofitor, Y. i. 96. nti dJ 
»49« C^J 3^0. a J &c. &c* 
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the wonder lay in* his vetting abicxit it before 
kc undcrftood it. But Thirdly, I made no 
wonder^ with regard ta Arnobius, at alK His 
cafe and Laftantius^'sr wet^e brought ohly by way 
of fimilitudc to modern writers, who write about 
it before they underftand it. THefe indeed I 
blanie, becaufe no one, Who does not under- 
ftand it, can write a good defence of it againft 
modefn Fagans; But I blamed not the ancient 
apologifts, becaufe they might, arid did write 
good defences ^thout undterf{anding[ it. You 
fed the teafon, page 191, nofe (u). But what 
think you of his defence of the contefted paf^ 
iage of Jofephus ? for that is dgainft me too; 
Did you ever fee fuch an interpretation put 
wpdrt podr oci/tv before? Do you think the 
world will lofe much when fr— and H — are 
gone? You fee what follies, the writing for 
any r^tl, or any caufe but truth, makes people 
comnrit dgainft honefty and charity. But all this 
in your ear as a friend, for I dare fay the 
atitlior thinks me under much obligation to him 
for his civilities, and I nevd: love to fupprcft 
th^ leaft (Hipofition towards peace and friendfhip; 
— I have fefa ah abftrad of Mr. Leland's 
Anfwei*, and it feems exadly to correfpbnd with 
the charafter you gave of it. 

Your Sermons to Young People were ex- 
tremely agreeable to me on many accounts. I 
have a favourite nepHew to whofe ufe I particu- 
larly defign them. It is my way after I have 
read a book fD give the general diahlAelr of 
U % it 
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it in fome celebrated Lines or other of ancient 
or modern writers. I have charadserized the 
Author and his Sermons, in thefe two lines on 
the blank leaf before the tide page. 

O Friend' to dizzle let the vain defign; 
To mend the heart, and raiie the thought, be 
thine.* 

Now we are upon Poetry, my Mother de- 
fires her beft refpe<9:s to you and Mrs. Dod- 
dridge,, and thanks you for the charming litde 
Hymn you fent her. She has got it tr^mfcrib- 
ed, I do not know how often, into, a larger 
hand. It is not only the language of the hearty 
but the language of a -f heart. 

You cannot oblige me more than commu- 
nicating to me the mod plauiible objedions a- 
gainft my Scheme : wh^ch I ftiall be glad of, 
rot for your inftrudion, but for my own. 

I make no doubt but you have feen Mr. 
De Crou{az*s:j; Critique on Pope's Effay on Man. 
I have defended our great Poet, as you will 
fee, in fome of the late notes of the Hijiory of 
the JVorh of tlie Learned^ but my name is a 
fccret. I thought Mr. De Croufaz malicioufly 
miftaken, and I confidered it of fcrvice to reli- 

gion 

^ Ah» Friend I to dazzle let the vain defjgn i 
To raife the thought, or touch the heart, be thine. 

t Letter torn. 

I ProfelTor of Phiiofophy and Mathevtticki it the Act* 
dcxn/ of Laufannc, 
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gioh to ihew our liberties, that ib noble a ge- 
nius was not ^of their party : which delufion 
they have afFeftedly embraced. 

I have nothing particular to remark to you 
about the texts you refer to; only as to John 
vii. 22. " Mofes therefore gave you circum- 
cifion, (jM becaufe if is of MofeSy bat of the Fa- 
ther^y) and ye on the febbath-day circumcife a 
Wan.** It may be aflced, why Jefus ufed the 
words In the parenthefis to the Jews who well 
knew, that God ordered all Abraham's pbfterity 
(hould be circumdfed at eight days old ? I re- 
ply, it wa5 to obviate an objedtion that might 
be urged, to this efFeft. " How came circum- 
cifion to be ordered on a certain day, which 
muft needs occafion a violafion of that ftrift 
reft enjoined on the fabbath ?'* Here the an- 
fwer is admirable. Had Mofes enjoined both 
one and the other, he probably would not have 
fixed the day of circumcifion : but it was or- 
dered by another covenant, which Mofes could 
not difamuL St. Paul, (Gal. iii. 17,) confiders 
thcfe as two different covenants. This raifes our 
idea of. the wifdom of God's providence. Had 
Circumcijion and the Sabbath been both by Mofes, 
It would have feemed fit, in order, not fo ap- 
parently to contradidt the law about the reft of 
the fabbath, to have telaxed the law about cir- 
cumcifion on the eighth day: but that relaxation 
would have been produAive of great mifchiefs ; 
therefore circumcifion was given by another co- 
venant and confirmed only by this. You fee, 
M 3 I fupppfc 
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t fuppofe th^ Sai^fitf^ mm^Y % 91q£w«1 fM. I 
4o fo as 4 Jay fif rfl#, iWt as * ibqr ijf devi^r 
tion.* I am, 

Dw Sir;, 
Your mofk afeftionale friend wd facottor, 

W. Warbjjjbltw. 
P. S. I am goin^ on, as f%A « my health 
ynW permit, with my work. I dcfirc your pr^^ers 
for me, not only on this acpount, ^i|t for mf 
general welfare. You ne?er WMt moe. Wllfii 
I fee your book, thp rcadifig <if it 0»y p«:- 
haps awakien ibme hints in me which mvy U^ 
worth whije communif^tjog to ypu 9ffi^ % 
fscond edition* 

LET T E R XLVm. 
From thb same. 

DEAR SIR, Cambridge. April 4, 1739. 

I Write to you amidft a ftrange mixture of 
entertainments and ftudy between the col- 
lege-halls and libraries. The neceffity of con- 
fulting books only to be met with here, ha? 
brought me to Cambridge ; but my long nights 
in company make my momingi by myf^lf (o 
very fhort, that I am likely to return as wife 
as I canie*, which will be iti a few days. 

Before I left the country, I had the pleafure 
of receiving your Family Expofitor. My Mo- 
ther 
* See Doddridge's Pamil/ Expofitor^ mou (i) on Joha 
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ther and I took it by turns. She, who is fu- 
perior t8 me in eveiy ^ung> a4:>ired to the 
divine learning t>f the Improvements, while I 
kept groveling in the human learning in the 
Notes below* The rcfult of all was, that fhe 
fays ihe is fure yxm ire a very good man, and 
1 am fure you are a v^ery learned one. I £ki 
down to your Nates with a great deal of malice, 
and a determined reiblution not to j^are you^ 
And let me tell you, a man who comments 
on the Bible affords all the opportunity a ca- 
viller could wiih for. But your judgment is al^ 
ways fo true and your decifion fo right, that 
I am as unprofitable a reader to you as the 
leaft of yoMr |lock. 

A friend of mine. Dr. Taylor of Newark, 
(M. D.) who has feen your book, defires to be 
a fifbfcriber. If you wiU be ib good to order 
a hook to be left for him at Mr. Gyles's, he 
has orders to pay for it. 

I have taken the liberty tQ inclofe two or 
three p^ers of propofals, juft now oiFcyred to 
the publick by my friend Dr. Middleton for 
his Life of TuUy. I am. 
Dear Sir, 
Your very aiFecStipnate friend and brother, 
" W. Warburtok. 



M 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XLIX. 
From thi same. 

DEAR SIR, BDnit*6roo£htoff, Aog. 15. ly^g* 

I Have the favour of yours of the 19th of 
May to acknowledge. I wiD take it as Tully 
did the Soman Hiftory, (who wanted to be at 
his dear Confulfhip,) at the wrong end : and 
for Tully*s reafbn, becanfe there is fomething 
there moft interefting. And that is the agree- 
able news you are (o good as to give me of 
the birth of a Son, and of good Mrs. Dod- 
dridge's being in a fine way of recovery. Pro- 
vidence blcfles you, as it blefled its prime fe- 
vourites, the patriarchs. For he ** knows" you, 
as he knew Abraham, that you ** will com- 
mand your children and your houfhold after 
you to keep the way of the Lord.** To fuch, 
and only to fuch, children are a bleffing. 

I am forry to hear you have been ill fince 
I wrote my laft ; but am glad I heard not of 
it, till I heard of your recovery along with it. 
"What you fay of your fuccefs in your miniftry 
and academical capacity gives me infinite plea- 
fure on your account. And it is impofTible the 
author of the Free Thoughts^ &Cj fhould meet 
with lefs: or, he who obfcives the dircdions 
there laid down. 

As 
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As for that blafphemous felloW Morgan,* he 
is I think below my notice, any farther than 
to fhew my great contempt of him occafionallyw 
Befides, I ought to l^ave him to thofe who 
are paid for writing againft him, 

You judge right that the next volun^ of the 
Pivme Legation will not be the laft. I thoi^ht^ 
I had told you, that I had divided the work 
into three parts. The firft gives a view of 
Paganifin ; the fecond of Judaifm •, and the third 
of Chriftianity. You will wonder how this laft 
inquiry can come into fo iimple an argument^ 
as that which I undertake to inforce. Thave 
not. room at prefent to tell you more than this, 
that to leave neither doubt nor obfcurity in 
the a^rgument, after I have proved a future 
ftate not to be in fail in the mofaic diipenfa* 
tiqn, I next fhew that if chriftianity be true, it 
€Quld not pojjibfy be there. And this neceffitates 
me to explain the nature of chriftianity, with 
which the whole ends. But this inter nos. If 
it be known, I fhould poffibly have fomebody 
writing againft this part too before it appears. 

Your kind and friendly advice to mind my 
tufinefi IS very feafonable, when one naturally 
grows tired of an old fubjed, and has not met 
with that return from one's friends which one 
might cxpeft. But I would not have you think 
that any of the letters againil Croufaz coft mc 
more than two or three hours in an evening, 
Mr* Pope has defired, they may be collcdcd and 

printed 
^ Author of the Moral Philofopher* 
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IM'inted together. I have thereA>pe complied 
■nth the bookfetler, «4io is now reprinting them 
in the fize of Mr. Pope*^ duedecimo vdutnes, 
and I fiippcrft tbrjr will come out in Midinek 
mas term. 

I defive you would put dxma the Rer. Mr. 
Philip Yonge^ FeBow of Trinity College in 
Cambridge, a i«ib(criber to your. Family Ex- 
pofitor; and to contrive that he may have the 
tarft volume fent him, cither from Nm'diampton 
tNT London. It need only be.direAed as above, 
fer he is well known, bdng die prmcipd tutor 
in his college. 

A paflage in St. Lufce comes into my head, 
^hidi I hope will not come too late for your 
ufe. In which, I think, we have one of the 
moft Bluftrious inftances of the divine addrefs 
of Jeius in his diiputings with the priefts ; and 
which I do not find the commentators take i^o- 
tice of. (Chapter xx •,) •* As Jefus taught in the 
temple, the chief priefts and the fcribes came to 
him with the elders, and afked him by what au- 
thority he did thofe things?" To this Jefus 
replies by another queftion, "Was the baptifm 
of John of heaven, or of men ? They anlWered . 
tiiey could not tdl whence it was. Neither, 
feys Jefus, tell I you by what authority I do 
thcfc things." This is generally efteemed a 
mere evading the queftion, and taking advan- 
tage of their inability of aniwering him to rc- 
fiife. to anfwcr ihem. A fliift quite below the 
digni^ of his divine charafter. It had been 

more 
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imire Accent to hme deokd zofvcrmg at &tSL 
But the fine addre& ktms not io be takm. 
TJie adaTwer ww » &tisf aAoiy Qoe pn t^ ^licf 
priefts cywQ principko. OMnve faow the ^^iii 
ilands. << The c^ef priefts sod the kn\m$ pami 
to him ^ h^ W9S teaching In the teinf^e.'^ Tfcisf 
i^ere, without -i^l queftioMi, ^, deputiujaa frp^ 
the Sanhedrim, who eithfar hMy or w^e t^n 
utuverCdJf allpwed to l^ye^ the right of in- 
quiring into the credentials of all who prete^dr 
cd to come from God: cr? to try the fpirit^ 
of the proi>het8. Here th^n w^ the dilemma. 
Jefiis profefled to fubmit to the eftablifhed au- 
thority, and yet it was too early to own his 
mpfliahflixp- What was to be done? Why, \yith 
an addrefs and prefence of mind, altogethei' di- 
vine, he afked them about the authority of 
John, who pretended to be a meflenger from 
God and his forerunner. But they, not owning 
his authority, and yet, for fear of the people 
not daring exprefsly to difclaim it, they anfwer- 
cd, " they could not tell whepce his authority 
was." This was the point Jefus watched for; 
and we ate to fuppofe him anfwering them in 
this cpnvincing manner : " If you come from the 
Sanhedrim, whoie authprity I acknowledge, %o 
inquire into my miflion, I apprehend, that 
there is no neceffity even on the prirxiples of 
the Sanhedrim for tl^t body to come to a de- 
termination in the point. For the miflion of 
John, who was before me, is, it feems, a quefl 
tion yet undetermined in that body; why then 

fliould 
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fhould not mine? Befides, John profefTed him- 
iyf the foreruiiner of me. Order and equity 
therefore require, that his pretenfions be firft ex- 
amined, if the examination be neceflary •, and 
till thefc two objeftions be removed, I may 
without any difobedience to the authority of 
the Sanhedrim, decline telling you by what au- 
thority I do thefe things."* 
• With my humble fervice to Mrs. Doddridge, 
I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft affedionate friend, 

and humble fervant, 
W. Warburton. 

I received your excellent Sermon on the Fire 
at Wellingborough. 



LETTER L. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, July i, 1740. 

I Have been long a debtor for yowr obliging 
favour of the 16th of Feb. paft. But I 
have been about two months in London fince 
that time, where I was in a conftant hurry 5 and 
this threw me fo much back that I have been 

as 

^ See Doddridj^e's FamjJy Expofitcr^ Mt$ (f) on Lake 
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as bufy fince I came home. The truth is, you* 
and I are not on the foot of ceremony, there^, 
fore I trefpafs upon you in a manner I would 
not do to a common acquaintance. I hold my^: 
fclf peculiarly unlucky. We were within a very, 
little of one another this . fpring at Oakham ; 
where your perfon and talents drew the parti- 
cular regard of ftrangers, and by that means i 
accidentally heard you had juft then, been there.*. 
But Mr. Pope and I have laid a kind of 
fcheme for meeting at Oxford the latter end of 
the fummer, and if that holds, I fhall, be wife 
enough not to negleA taking Northampton in 
my way. 

I ftiould fay, were I not part of the fubjed 
of the Epigram, that it was as good a one. as 
ever was made^ and why may not I fay it 
though I am? 

The fecond volume of the Divine Legation 
goes flowly on : but I hope to have it out next 
winter. 1 am impatient, and my Mother is 
more fo, for the fecond volume of your Ex- 
pofitor. She has read your firft three or four 
times over. Yet was very unwilling to lend it 
lately for a month to a gentleman, whom fhe 
thinks ought rather to have bought one. . But 
thofe who Sake up their religion on truft are gc* 
ncrally for borrowing their learning. 

I have received the kind prefent of your Ser. 
mon on the Faft, and it is what I am accoC- 
tomed to find your things, an excellent one. 
The paragraph concerning (he peculiar providena 

of 
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cf the )km I psirtictiafhjr attended tb. Too 
acer iiirelf righc. Yoti fpeak witk foim dklk^ 
ddflce^ I Ivope td (hew you migltt forrt fpcdctf 
BKvt pDfitively. Tbt drcmfiami of multiptfing 
duriou md fmfaSj tted Biihop of Stnaii wMl btf 
pleafed with, it is a Iwoarite p^inc with hiifi.. 

i am fniich obKgsddl tt> ydu fw tiv^ rdatioif 
df Count Ziti2tndorf. I find he is a ^f^ 
cfltho&rft So ^ that I havtt vtiy little farther 
euriofitf sibotit* tbb Momvian ch^irclK You can 
oblige me widi a ifiatter of itiftnitely more im- 
pottafioe, and that is a Sketch of your method 
itf* Academical Ediftratibh; which I kriott enough 
of you to be affured muft be Excellent. The 
ftudlea of humanity and divinity, as I aih fere 
j^M direA themf, are the two barriers to fbna- 
ticifhi and ifrdigion. You may believe there- 
fore I long much to have a particular account 
of themw And you do me but juftice in eon- 
fkfering me, as you iay you do, when you v^rit^ 
to me, as yoilr endre friend. 

That I cdnfider yo\i as ftich you will perceive 
hf what I am going to tell you. Young Mr, 
-^ i^riiom you mendoned once to me in a let- 
ter, came to me two yea!rs ago in London, as 
Ami profeflbr Bladkwell, whom I think he call- 
ed his relation. On which account I received 
him with great civility and openne6| introdu- 
ced \&tti into good compainy, and he was by 
no means backward in middng acquaintanee. Bvft 
I was no iboner gcme, than he u(ed me in a 
very kidecent ixtonacl: before tins ytry com]^y, 

to 
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U ^ch oil My ftore* te had beeti welcome i 
wh» dh^itfore iM4tbdrMr their eodtttetmce and 
acquaintance from him. When Dr. MkkBetoiii^ 
came (6^ tdwn tite yeair thevy this^ gentlemaa 
came to hihr, 8» be Ita^ done to me, and was 
received itt the &me manner ; when ray . friends 
told him how he had ufed me, and how they 
refentcd it. The Dr. tlierefure withdrew him= 
felf from him likewife* This time I was in 
town, I met the youiig gentdeman accidentally 
in the ftreet, who accofted me in the free man- 
ner I had indulged hiUi tn^ But then, having 
been informed of his behaviour, I treated him 
with great coldnefs : and after walking with Mm 
die length of the ftrcet, parted from hint A 
year and half sigO, I received a kind but com- 
plaining letter ftoxti profeflbr Blackwefl, that he 
heard iiot from me, and that he feared I had 
forgot him : which letter I immediately anfwer- 
^ in the friendly manner it deferved. Siioce 
that time I hare never heard from him; (b ani 
a little fufpicious of his pupil^s having donb 
{otm ill office between us: for if he woul4 
life me thus fredy with my intimate acquaint 
tahce in London, what, might one not cxpesSk 
from his repreferttations at fo great a dift^ici^ 
where his falfehoods could not be eafily dete(Jfc- 
ed. If you hold any correfpondence with pro- 
fbilbr BladlwelU I fhould be much obliged to 
you to give him a reprefentation* of this cafe; not 
by way of CQXiipl^nt from a frifcnd, but cau- 

tioii 
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tion to ont.^ I am, dear. Sir, with my owti 
aad my Modier's beft refpeds to you and Mrs. 
Doddridge, . 

Your moft aflFeftionate friend, brother, 
and fiuthful humble fervant, 
W. Warburton. 



LETTER LL 
From the sami. 

DEAR Sik, Feb. 2, 1740 — i* 

I Had the pleafure of yours of the 2 2d paif, 
after a very long and unkind filence. I 
did not hear of your illnefs, and I rejoice in 
your recovery. I will in my turn, force you 

to 

* Dr* Doddridge Id anfwer to the abo?e } taken from bit 
Ibort hand on the back of Mr. W's. letter. — 'M favr 
Mr. — the very day after I received yoar account. And 
though I did not think it proper to read him your let- 
ter, I could not forbear hinting what related to h'm in 
it. He aflured me, that the gentleman who reprefented 
what he faid of you after you left the company^ maft 
have roifunderftood him. And indeed, he has always 
fpoke of you in fo refpedful a manner to me and tvcry 
body elfe, where I could trace the converfation, that I 
hope it was a miftake. But if it were not, I beg yoa 
would forgive him, and place it to my Acoant. And 
though I (hall never have an opportunity of forgiving 
you any thing, I will endeavour to make it out another 
way by bving you, if I can, b much the better.** 
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to a fpeedy anfwer. For I defire the favour 
of you, that you would fend me all the 
texts in the Old and New Teftament, which 
you know, either to be urged by others, or that 
you yourfelf think have any weight, towards 
proving that a future ftate was taught by the ; 
mofaic difpcnfation. It will be neceflary for me 
to examine thofe texts, and I myfelf can find 
fo few in the Bible, that I fufpeft the point I 
have to maintain prejudices me fo as to hin-> 
der my difcemment. This therefore will be of 
great ufe to me. And I do not know any one 
more capable of ^ving me this affiftance. But 
to ftiorten the trouble I give you, you need 
only mark the texts in a lift, except where the 
inference from the text is fo fine, diat you may 
reafonably fufpeft I cannot fee it. The fboneir 
you do this the greater will be the favour. Nor 
need you mark, who it is that employs each 
text in this argument, for I do not intend to 
take any particular notice of any one on thi^ 
head. 

You are the firft who gives me the agree- 
ble news of your Second Volume. But that it 
has not been yet delivered to my bookieller U 
very certain. Now I know it is publifhed, I 
Ihall take care to fend for it; and. make no 
doubt, but it will afford us as much delight 
and inftrAftion as we received from . the firft* ^ 
The regard you fhewed to my Mother in hc^ 
favourite part of the work li very obliging. 
She had been pften enquiring after the iecond 

N volume 
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v^liimQ ^fh g>ta£ imps^ieiice^ fo tbat tbo newt 
^HM reioivfd with greM pkafqren an4 ihe churges 
xxM^ Do ixuikf hfif QompUqiiente on this ocoUion. 

I aia gbl4 youi tfaUk aay hmt9 I gave you 
v^f^e^i of apjpi^ariog 19 ii» valagbbe a work. 
Yqh wrQ ni^r €)f them in what mannei? you 
tbwghft fttt wA you, iiTed me ^i^tb too muck 
ceroviony and defjbrQMf « . I. have n^on. to. afk 
yput pardm for bei^g freer with, your wmc 
t^ you would chosA to be wkh mine : for 
t. hri OQoaiVm te quoM; a pacHgraph of yours 
c£ a INiflago in tfae eiraiig^fts. Rut the. truth 
inN» I waotAd; ]rour ai^tlmity to fuppoet ii4Mt 
t wias iifK>nt aod yo^ had m want of mina 

I am vary confident your idmdgiaf th» BiOxofh 
df Samm'3 &Uith. QiO^rtatwn. wiU be a Tety 
j^psc^lfP thing tp^ hioh For it ia a lairaurite 
poiqt wii^ him. t haiwe in the fepond. volumo 
had occafion to fpeak of the< fffoUjUtim 0/ Csvaby^ 
hut whiter in a manner he will likie io well 
I know not: thoi^ I think I have made it 
appear, the Ifraelites could never have con* 
qfim^ Omaai^ frooa^ the fevoa nationa by hu- 
l|ia«k ipvw ahiMi with only infantry. But I 
l^e othcy momentous reaibus for the pn^i^ 
ftop, beiMes aianifefting tha divine power. 

What, you &j about Mr. — is extremely 
oh)igaig« I could eafily 4o mufch greater mat<* 
tMI[ for yon than forgetting the trciatment I 
oofnpfoined. oft I therefore heartily forget it, 
aiKl ddire yon pouJd afluiro him of my efteem 
and heft. lefpoQb. But aa triflbg aa what I give» 

and 
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and ^at you a/k is^ that yoa may not think 
It t(^ be alt^ther tiothmf, I can aflure you 
I haTe reaion to bo as coi^dent of the fad, 
asi i/ I Aiyielf had been an eye and ear-witneis 
of it. But he id a very yourg man, and fuch 
a flip is pardonable enough, as foon as ever 
one b^ms to be ftnfible of it. 

And now, dear Sir, I am to thank you for 
your friendly and obliging concern for my re- 
futation. What you cWeiVe of that abfurd ac- 
odtftit of my firft volume in the JVdrks of th$ 
Learmdi is exdftly true. I believe there never 
was fo noftfenfical a piece of fluff put toge* 
ther. But the Jolimal in general is a moft 
MhWBezh\6 6ti6i tixid^ to the oppfobrium of our 
couhtry, we h^e neithef* any better^ lior, I be- 
lieve, ady otiier. And that thi? will never grow 
better I dare be confident, but by fuch an ac- 
cidental favour as this you defign it.* I alto- 
N 2 grthAl: 

• Eiittat frtmt a Letter of Dr. iy<adndg6 fb }Xt* Wa^' 
ftur^.^'' AMnow, Sit, I Will tell yott Whnt T mttftfl 
by cfxtidttfi^ M anrfWcT. It' is tlin. I tttA fit hMk (M^ 
'fAg pleiftif with th6 MttifikCt'M fHifefi the Uttrtt&B ffdat 
Btokr are gatctAly ttMS hi tW ^i^i/ ^ M LHfnki^ 
Mtsi other nontUy ptpth of chat krricT. I thiHk it #oell 
hfi ttore fbi" tbe cfe^t of our thtdttd abroAd^ add tte 
liHproVeMdit of rt sti h6mt, that thell^ McMttih ffidoM 
W a kind* of Abl^dgtiitint df i\i€ toOfT materia M^ 
coirtardetP M' bdoks of infp<Mtsttee % wMtk ihi|^t |l#t. 
thofe, #ho hhre He^r l^d ihtt&, fofti^ idet bf tHft 
conrtadrt^, itid reViv^ hi tHoffe wh^ h«ie rtstd th^t jA 
itni^fttwtifk (n tbefr i0dR ni^eHtf pdSi^i^. 1 bw n WMt 
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gcther approve of the method you propofe to 
take in abftraAing it; and Robinfon, I dare 
fay, will not prcfume to alter a word : I am 
fure I would not: and therefore my feeing it 
before he prints it will be needled. I will take 
care you Ihall have a copy fent you before pub- 
lication. I propofe to have it out about Eafter : 
and yet, to my Ihame, I muft tell you, though 
it confifts of three books, the firft is not yet 
entirely printed j and the far greateft part of 
the other two, I have hot yet compofed. To 
let you into this myftery, I muft acquamt you 
with my faults and imperfeftions, the common 
occaiion of all prophane myfteries. I am natu- 
rally very indolent, and apt to be difgufted with 
what has been any time in my hands or thoughts. 
*When I publifhed my firft volume, I intended 

to 

is in queftion* And though where every thing is fo charm- 
ing as this fecond volume will be, if it be like the BrR^ 
it is di^cult to know what to omit, and confequently 
how to abridge it: yet if you pleafe to truft me, I 
will do my beA» and bufy as I am, will in two or three 
fucceffive articles give foch an abdrad of it, as may do ic 
|he leaft wrong ; and till fome tranilation of it can be 
inade, give the learned world abroad the ju(left notion 
of its deiign, which fo narrow limits will permit. Now, 
if you think this little piece of frlendihip worth your 
accepunce, I beg you would let me know, and that 
you would order xhe fecond volume in ibeeu to be fent 
me as ibon as it is printed off; at the fame time let* 
tipg the author of his paper know, that the affair is 
lodged in my hands, and confequently, that he is to 
wait for the firft article from me, which I will difpatck 
«i fixm as poffibk.*' 
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tq fet about the remainder immediately, but 
found fuch a difguft to an old fubjed, that I 
deferred it from month to month, and year to 
year : till at length, not being able to conquer 
my liftlefnefs, I was forced to have recourfe to 
an old expedient. That is, begin to fet the 
prefs on work,' and fo oblige myfelf unavoidably 
to keep it a going. I began this projeft laft 
year, but grew weary ag^n before I had half 
got through the firft book: and there it ftuck 
till jufl: now, when I fet it a going again ; and 
have abfolutely promifed the bookfeller to fup- 
ply him conftandy with copy, till the whole vo- 
lume is printed, and to get it ready by Lady- 
day. So that now I hurry through it in a 
ftrange manner: and you may expeft to find 
it as incorredl as the former, and for the fame 
reaibn. Yet I had refblved againft ferving this 
volume fo: and ftill my evil nature prevailed, 
and I find at length it is in vain to ftrive 
with it. I take no pride, I will affurc you, 
in telling you ray infirmities. I confefs myfelf 
as to a friend without any manner of afiTeAation. 
And that you may fee it is ib, I would not 
have you think that natural indolence alone 
makes me thus pky the fool. Diftraftions of 
various kinds, infeparable from human life, join- 
-ed with a naturally melancholy habit, contribute 
greatly to increafe my indolence, and force me 
often to feck in letters, nothing but mere a- 
mufement. This makes my reaching wild and 
defultory : and I fcek refuge from the uneafi- 
N 3 nefs 
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ne& of thought from any bdok let it be whtf 
It will, thar can engage my attention. There 
is no one whofe good opinion i more viUue 
than yours. An4 the marks you give me of 
it make me fo vain, that I wz$ rebhnd to 
kumUe myfelf in making you this oonfeffioo. 
By my manner of writing upon fufajefts yoq 
would nattiraliy imagine, they a^[bid mq plea* 
fiire and attach me thorqfoghly. I wall a/fiirf 
you, No. I have amiiicd myfelf muck in ha^ 
man learning to weav away the tedious houis 
xnfeparable from a melancholy Haktt. But bq 
earthly thing gives me plea^ut, hot tlic ticf 
of natural relation, i|iid the fri^ndfliip of good 
men. And for all views of happinefti I hfw 
no notion of fiich a thing*^ bat in the proijaeAs 
which revealed religion affi>rds ua. You fee 
how I treat you, as if )K>a Were my coafitfibr. 
You are in a more &ared rebtion to mc ; I 
regard you as my Friend. 

It gives me pleafure to hear, Mrs. Doddridge 
is likely to efcape the finaU pox, an^ the mom 
ib, as you tcH me the diftemper has been b 
fatal. We have it now, and have had it fyt 
feme time in the village from whence | writer 
(for though my letters are direAed to Newark, 
in this neighbourhood, I refid^ perpetually upon 
my rcAory.) About forty h^ve had the diftenv- 
per, and aH reeovo^ but two, who, without 
my knowledge, ient for an Apothecary, who 
icon did their bufincfs. But I have taken caie 
for the future, that tkofe who die of it Ihall 

die 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGJ:, itj 

die a natural^ death. The very fame cafe hap- 
pened here du-ee years ago. -The fame number 
then had it, and but two died^ and of the lame 
diftemper, — theApothwary^ You will judge by 
this, I am in a good air. The place ftands be- 
tween a few ftnd an high country ; the different 
airs of which are & «celfently tempetfid,' that 
it ioeeps the jpkce in gi^t h^tL 

i lave heiard of Mr. Lowman's Book on tlfe 
Gvil Government ef the tietrezvs^ but have m4 
read it, and decline doing fo till the pMleni 
fubjeft be out of my hands for many reai#ii^ 
His Book OQ the Revelations 1 never- imrd of. 
I am muck obliged to you for the reoemm^ndp^ 
ation of Mr. Grove's Sermons. 

My Mother, I blefi iSod, contiiu^es in fi t|>% 
lerable fbite of health. 

I am glad you have been at the Piince&'a 
Court. The manner of your receptfen wa$ 
not to be queftioned. You did wifely in pte^* 
viding agaii^ the offbi: of a preient % which 
would have been infinitely below you. 

Dn Taylor is an eminent phyfician, and very 
muck your fervant. I am. 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft affeftionate brother and friend, 
and £uthful humble fervantf 
W. Warburtow, 

My r%^)efts to good Mrs. Dbddridge. I feng 
much t0 fee you both, and it fiiall go hatd 
with me, but I will fee yon this {vmimt^ if k 
pleafe God 

N 4 LETTER 
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L fe T T E R LII. 

From thb same. 

Mtrch 5, 174U 
PEAR AND WORTHY FRIEND, 

I Should have not been fo long in making 
illy diie acknowledgments for your laft kind 
prefent of your excellerit Sermons^ as I have 
found them, had I not been from home when 
they came, and I am but now juft returned. 

In November Mr. Pope ferit me fo preffing 
an invitation to come to him to Mr. Allen's 
near Bath, feconded by fo kind an invitation 
of that good man, that I- could not decline a 
long tedious winter journey, by London. I flay- 
ed at Widcombe in the moft agreeable retired 
fociety with two excellent perfons, fo very dear 
to me, till after the Chriftmas-holy-days. The 
principal occafion and fruits of my going, I 
hope you will fee (inter nos) in a little time. 
My health was then but very indifferent i prin- 
cipally owing to a bilious indigeftion, nhich I 
had been long troubled with-, and whi^ the 
late writers againft me will tell j'ou I have 
given public proofs of: however it is well for 
them, that I can digeft their ufiige of me. For 
this diforder the phyficians at Bath advifed n;ie 
to drink the waters. I followed their advidc, 
wd the waters were brought hot from Bath 

every 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 185 

every morning for me to drink in bed, which 
I received fo much benefit from, that Mr. Al- 
len would engage me to promife to take the 
firft opportunity of returning to them. 

From Widcome I returned with Mr. Pope 
to London. Where my unfettled affairs with my 
Bookfeller's Executor detained me till almoft 
now. My accounts with Mr. G — were altoge- 
ther unfettled. ' And as I had made no agree- 
ment with him, nor affigned any copy, they 
were altogether at my mercy for all the pro- 
fits, farther than the bookfeller*s allowance, as 
it is called. But with regard to my friendfhip 
for the deceafed, I afked only half the clear pro- 
fits of the editions fold, and two thirds of a 
third edition of the firft volume of the Divine 
Legation, and a fecbnd edition of the fecond 
volume, juft going to prefs when G — died i 
for I faw no reafon my favours Ihould be en- 
tailed on a . rich family that wanted nothing. 
This laft demand of two thirds ftuck with them, 
and after much ilhufage in delaying me from 
time to time, they prefled I Ihoxild be con- 
tented with half the profits, both for the edi- 
tions fold and unfold : which, againft the advice 
of my friends, 1 rather chofe to comply with, 
than go to law v though it was a clear <aie, 
^d Ihad Mr. Murray* for my ftanding counfel 
^ without 

• Now Ac venerable Earl of Mansfield; to whom in 
1758, he dedicated a new edition of the fecond part of 
the Divine Legation; " which Dedication deferves to 
be read by every perfon who efteema the well-being of 
fociety as a concern of any importance." 
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without fsts. But I havt followed the eM 
adage, dinndimn pba Mo. Howev«- I have tied 
tiiem from printing any more tluin thefe editi- 
ons, and only a moderate number of them, t^ 
have got a legal acknowledgment of the entire 
Gopy^right in myielf. 

Another thing, which will be as unconceming 
a piece of news to you as a!l this, I will men- 
tion to you. My friends have prevailed with 
me to publifh my large Critical Remarks on 
Shakefpear* I was too, as it were, neceflitated 
to tiiis on account of the bdfiaviour of Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, who has had my papers, and 
is preparing . fomething towards tn edition with- 
out any oonununication with me. 

And now let me enquire concerning your 
health, and that of good Mrs. Doddridge's (whom 
I never mention but with the gre^tcft regard^ 
and never think of but with the higheft efteem) 
and of the reft of your family. I hapt you 
ftill continue well, and that you particularly are 
bleflcd with the fame vigour of mind and cheari> 
fulnefs of temper, (the eflfefts of your virtue 
and piety,) which fb well enable you to go 
through fo much buiinefs, to the benefit of 
all yon are concerned with, or who have the 
featt or virtue to be concerned with you, I 
xnean thofe who read your writings. 

^^vc you fcen the late Sermon preafhed be- 
fore the Commons laft 30th of January? Did 
you ever fee fuch a one ? or will you ever fee 
fuch another ? But if 1 once fancy niyfelf con- 
verting 
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Tcrfing with you, I fhould tire you with queC 
tions. I therefore fecommend myielf at once 
t3 your he& a0b6tion$. I defire always €0 hav^ 
your prayers, and am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft afl[«fti6nate tmithcr, 

and £uthful hiunUe ibrvant, 

W. WAJlBURTONr, 

Mr. Allen proml&s that we ihall &on have 
e direft conveyance by the poft between t^9 
place and Northampton, for I coipplain^ much 
of the long circuit by LoAdoo* 
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FrQJ4 THi JIA^J5» 

BEAR SIR, April 22, 1741. 

1 Deferred acknowledging your laft favour til 
both my Mother and I had read your ie- 
copd volume. The greatefl thing I can lay of 
it is^ that it is eoual to the firft, aod the trueil 
thing I can fay or both, that they furpais. aov 
thing of the kind. 

You will receive in a very little time my 
fecond Tolume. I have wrote to Robinibn as 
you dht^ted concerning the Extradls. When 
you fee the book you will find what a trick 
I have been played ; in the mod impudeuf; 

^iecc 
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jHece of pkgiarifm that perhaps ever was knowit 
at any time. The ftory is fo ungrateful tor 
me that I cannot think of telling it twice. You 
will fee it in an advertifement prefixed. Pray 
give it in fome proper place one ftroke of your 
pen. The* man bos fooliflUy ruined his charafter. 
But what then? The proving him a fcoundrel 
is putting him in the way to thrive. It is a 
Gentleman jtoo and of condition, one Coventry, 
auAor of Philemon to Hydajpes^ to whom I (hew- 
ed fome (hcets, fed he has ftolen my gcneraf 
plan of iht HiiragfypkicSy &c, in a quarto con- 
verfation juft publifhed. You will wonder I 
(hould let fuch a fort of writer fee any thing 
of mme. But fuipend your cenfure till I tefl 
you the whole hiftory when I fee you. 

The author of Theophanes Cantabrigienfis is 
a young man whofe name is Squircy fellow of 
St. John's of that imiverfity. AH I have fcen 
of Morgan is in that pamphlet, and for my 
part I am amazed that any one (hould think 
it worth while to aniwer the mod fenfelefe and 
abandoned fcribler that ever came from Bedlam 
or the Mint. It feems Mr. Chandler cither 
has or will anfwer him, being provoked and 
challenged to it by Morgan *, who gets his bread 
by this infamous praftice. 

You have feen Middletotfs TuUy. The laft 
fe&ion is a flrange fuperficial thing. His ac- 
count of the Academic Seft and lully*s fcnti- 
ments are oppofcd to mine. For which rcafon 
\it (hewed it me in manufcnpt. I only dcfire 

mine 
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mine and his may be always read together. He • 
gives an account of the Academy from the apo- * 
logics of the Academics themfelves •, and by the 
fame way I could acquit the Pyrrhonians them«> 
fclves of Scepticifm. I fay they pretended to 
fearch ior xh& probable in order to determine their 
judgment, but never found it. He fays they 
did find it. Lucian thought otherwife, who in 
his true hiftory, fpeakmg of the Happy Iflands, 
and how they were peopled from this world, 
iays, the ancient Greek Sedts were** all to be 
found there except the N<w. Academy; wha 
ftill ftuck in the neighbourhood, and obftinately 
refiifed to fct one foot in the Ifland : for truly 
they had not yet found it probable whether it 
was an Ifland or no* < 

My beft refpeAs and my Mother's to good 
Mrs. Doddridge, conclude me. 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft affcdlionate brother and friend, 

W. Warburton, 



LETTER LIV. 
From the ^am£. 

DEAR SIR, May 12, 1741. 

J Have a great many thanks to make you 
for your obliging letter of the 27th paft. 
. ' I beg ycru would be fo good to take a place 

for 
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for me tn the Northait^ton coach ht Wed« 
neCiBf die a7th inftaiit. I propofe to be at 
Kettering on Monday the 25th at noon, afid 
fbould be GSJtttmAy dbliged to you for a feat 
lA yoUr chair, thaft I may fend my horfiss back 
mxA Kettenngp* 

I hope you hiM'e leceived the Sheets from 
IVfr. G» or the greater part of them. You will 
find by tlie eanclvfiont why I was ib la^ge in 
the beginnings conccansng Hieroglyphics^ ftc. 
They aflbrd me the opporttkiity and means of 
iettUng two^ ntoft i fl i p orcant pointsv the ram- 
w9Md iff- jttfshmHf arid $hi fMure of dmtUi fin* 
fis rf prophecies^ The firft har beein long the 
ftumUkig-blocb of tnfiddiky; The odrer, on 
which the mefliahfliip of Jc£is* depends, hasy 
with Or ftrahge degree of nflmefs and madnefi, 
been given up by broA pretended adnxates fbf 
chriftianity : particularly by Dr. Sykes in a late 
Book,^ which I take to be in aH refjpeOs the 
very worft he ^er wrote. Befides his attack 
on double finfes^ which I have examined, he had 
a little fling at my a c c o un t of the Philofephers 
in the firft volume ; which I have animadvert- 
ed on in a poftferipf at the* end df the ap. 
pendix againft a Lawyer who wrote a Book 
about a future State, believed by the Andents.-|- 

This 

^ The principli^ and connedioa of natural and reveaU 
cd relifioa* 

t J« Tillard, Efq. See fome aecoant of Ifim in the* 
Aoeedotet of io^cr^ f^ iM« 
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This is a maa of fbrtanc^ and it is well he is. 
(Oy for I have fpoiled his trade as a writer* 
And, as he was both very abufive, free thinks 
iQg, and anonymous, I have iu:»t.fp»ed to ex- 
pofe his ignorance and ill-fkich. As for Dr. 
Sylces, I had in the firft edition of my firfl; 
volume hinted my dif^probation of that mifer.* 
able diicourfe on the Demoniacs, I did not then 
knov he was the author. Being afterwards in^ 
formed of it by fome of his^ friends, wha com« 
plained of it, I (truck the pofTage out of the 
iecond edition. It appears this did not fatisfy 
Dr. Sykes. He would haye his revenge. And 
y(»i fbe what it is come to. I was^ only a^ 
mazed he could not £gr fbmething more plaa- 
fible and more learned agaiofl my opinion of 
the Phib&pher& It is cortalnly that part of 
the firft vohune againft which mofl might be 

m. 

When I hear you con^Iain of the want of 
Government in your Academy, it only puts me 
in mttid of the Mifer, who^ aa his endlefs fbrcs 
mcreaie, keeps, terrifying himfelf with the fears 
of want. I hove juft received a vifit from a 
Fteocfa gentleman of Paris, wiiom I could not 
prevent giving himfelf the trouble of a journey 
into Lincolnfhire by all I could fay. He ap* 
pears, to be aa extraordinary perfbn; a man of 
large fortune and an Advocate of the Parliament 
of Paris, though a zealous roman catholic, yet 
the mofl reafbnable one 1 have ever met with. 
Jle has tranflated the Alliance and the firft 

volume 
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volume of the Divine Legation into French, un- 
der the title of *, between Religiony Politics^ 
and Moralityy and has thrown them into ten 
Diflcrtations. And what is moft extraordinary, 
the two laft contain my difcourfe of xht jHUance^ 
together with long quotations from Bofluet, &c. 
He tells me my principles differ very little from 
thofe pf the maintainers of the Liberty of the Gallic 
can Church. This will make you laugh, and fortify 
you in your contempt of the principles of the 
Jlliance. How unlucky was I that the Alliance 
was not wrote when the lace Archbifhop enter- 
tained that wife projeft of an union with the 
Gallican Church, in which he and fome DodixMS 
of the Sorbonne had proceeded fo far as to agree 
on preliminary articles ; one of which I remrai- 
ber was, leaving the matter of the real pre- 
fence undetermined* One of the mofl remark- 
able efFedls of this projeft was Courayer's writ- 
ings and banifhment. However he has got 
more by coming here than he could have got 
in peace at home : and much more by writing 
for our ordination than he would have got by 
writing for our faith. But to be fure he de- 
ferves it all by fo much endeavouring in all his 
writings to give us a good opinion of moderate 
French fopery\ a fecurity I fuppofe againft our 
felling in love with the woril kind of popery, 
the Englijh. 

My 

• Letter torn. 
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Mine and my Mother's bcft refpcfts to you 
and MrSi Doddridge concludes me. 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft afiedtionate friend 
and very humble fervant, 
W. Warbvrton. 



LETTER LV. 
From the same, 

DEAR SIR, May a8, 1741* 

THIS day fe\^ennight Mr. Gyles gave Mr, 
Fowlet- himfelf the femJuning flieets, which 
I luppofe you have received by this time. 

After an extremely fatiguing journey in the 
ftage coach with very indifferent company, irt- 
creafed by worfe taken up on the road, I reach- 
ed Mr. Gyles'3 between eight and nine laft night. 

I have abundance of thanks to return for 
the very friendly entertainment I met with at 
Northampton, from you and your excellent lady. 
I muft tell you frankly, you have more hap- 
pine& than comes to the ihare of one man, 
and to make it the more exquifite, of feverkl 
kinds. Providence has treated you with a ftaft 
of many courfes : which none but a good Levite 
under the old law, when the difpenfetion was 
cxaft, could feirly pretend to. That you may 

O long 
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\cmg Mj(tf »my jjpttt if it^ 4e^Mci^ty ^ttiat 
lafl: and beft-^-*4«^hbh iSmxts iititi idpBblos uHX tkc 
reft/* is the earnQftc{)]»^ of, 
>Bear -Sir, 
4foor 4iioft ;iRf|QAfo«0e brother and friend, 

W. Warburton. 



LETTER JLVJ. 

From the sanu^ 

DEAR SIR, London^ .Jane 6« 1741. 

IrReceived y^ur Jund letter ^of ihe.jift pai}:, 
on my conang from Twickenham with Mr. 
Pope, whither 1 ♦am jull now returning. 

.1 am delighted to hear of yom* purpble of 
meeting me at 'Cambridge, and fhall certainly 
let you know .the precife .time of my going 
thither*, which yet I :cannot ^potRbly -determine, 
Mr. Pppe and I having feveral fraaJl excurfions 
to make of yncertain motion. 

I received a letter the other day from Dr. 
Taylor, who lets me underftand the iiigh fatif- 
faftion he <ook in his .journey to Northampton 
and his acquaintance with you. And how the 
.evening ^ter he left you Jie had that pleafiirc 
. contpafted by a very diflFerent fort of man, one 
Stukel^* of Stamford, a Dr. too in his way. 
I think here is no literary, news. But I can 

teU 

• The Antiquarian. 



tell you of f oertainty .that Carttl^g^fL is ei^er 
;^ken pr jr^deen^ at a ^a^ge .jprice. 

Adieu, .^ fiear fciefid, and with my be|t 
^fpe^s to.gopfl Mrs..Dcxidr>4ge|aiid the youf^ 
ladies, believe :me ^to .be 

^pur rinaft aifeAiGnate iriend ^d brother, 

jW. .;WiAiiByjixpN4 



.LETTER L,VII. 

f ROM iXI^ ^ME, 

DEAR SIR, ,XM?d^don, Jj?P^.^S,.iX4'- 

W:iifE^ jrp^r laft k^ letters with !the 
'dtfcomife came ,1^ ,Ji!^pdof}i flwas on |a 
i^?»l(j|Je wiUi Jylr. P<^-up a^4on?¥fi, ^ a- 
.,mongft -ojjljypr -places .^t Qifford,* ♦Ffjjm ;wheac;e 
rl apni Jbut Jufl r^borped. J yhavje^^./i^ver your 
-fine ^ibi^r^Tf jvvith .grqat ^.ple^i^e. It is ^po ;)gP9{d 
^ipr the jpUKnal. J .ft^l Ifffepre .|t .fijr ,a}y ufe 
Where J I rajaiMljtd^te ^tf^y Jjtng ^en?ral ^rg^^nt 
at the end ^pf the -thirfl v^^nmcy ^whefe it wall 
be of ufe to me. JVnd the rather, becaufe the 
fQ^9n4 vcjkime ^i^b^iqg ;hdd /a quick fale, the 
bo^k ;ihs ,{0 well difperfed and known that an 
account of it in t^e j.ouhial is the lefs neceflary. 

O 2 My 

* See fome carious particulars of this excurfion to Ox* 
ford in the Anecdotes of Bowyer, p. 435 I 

f See note in Letter LI. 
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My worthy friend Mr. Caryl* tells me you 
have been at Cambridge. And Is (b won with 
his new acquaintance, that he exprefles hlmfelf 
to me in thcfe words, which for once I will 
not fcruple to tranfcribe from his letter. — "Dr. 
Doddridge {pent a couple of days here laft week. 
I (hewed him all the civility I could, at firft 
indeed merely as a friend of yours, but it foon . 
became the refult of my own inclinations. He 
favoured me with much curious converfation -, 
and if I judge ri^t is a man of great parts 
and learning, and of a candid and communica- 
tive temper. I now reckon him amongft my 
acquaintance and thank you for him. Mr. — « 
the —(hire clergyman came hither with the 
Dn By two or three things which dropped from 
him I find he iuipefts you flight his acquaint 
tance ; and truly if it were my cafe I {hould 
continue fo to do, for betwixt friends, I take 
him to be 9 mere folemn coxcomb." — You fee 
what liberty I take with my friend's letter: 
but the pleaiure I had in finding him think of 
you juft as I do, made me think his words as 
well as his fentiments my property. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft aflFeftionate brother, 
W. Warburtoit. 

^ Mailer of Jefas College. 



LETTEfe 
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LETTER LVIIL 

FjtOM THfi SAM£. 

DEAR S1R» Aaguft5» 174^* 

I Have received the very valuable prefent of 
your ^en SermmSy* which I have read with 
much pleafure and improvement; they are ex- 
cellent: and I have the additional obligation 
and pleafure of finding the author of the D/- 
vine Legation honoured by your friendly mention 
of him. You (peak of your Sermons on Re- 
generation -^^ and a farther profecution of that 

O 3 fubjeft 

^ In 1736, Dr. Doddridge pabliihed Ten Sermons on 
the Power and Grace of Chrift^ and the Etideiices of 
bit glorioot Gofpel. The three laft« on the Evideocei 
of the Gofpeif were> in fome later editions^ hy the par* 
dcnlar defire of one of the firft dignitaries of the chWd^^ 
of England, printed fo as to he had leparaijs him, die 
former. They conuin a faffident defence of chriftianityr-, 
and are well adapted to the afe of thofe, whofe office^ 
calls them to defend it. It gave the author fingnlar 
pleafure to know, that thefe fermons we're the means 
of convincing two gentlemen of a liberal education and 
di^ngniihed abilitiesy who had been drifts, that chrif* 
tianity was true and divine : and one of them, who had 
fet himfelf zealoudy to prejudice others againft the e?i« 
dences and contents of the Gofpel, became a zealous 
preacher and ornament of the religion he had once de* 
nied and defpifed. Life, p. 11 8. 

t In 1741, He publiflied fome Praaical Dircourfes 
on Regeneration. He was feniible of the importance 
of the fubjeft at all times 1 and knowing that feveral 

con* 
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fubjeft under the title of the Rife and Progrefs 
of Religioi w ihe SM. I tKinld yott ndbd make 
no apology for writing fo many things on prac- 
tical fubjefts. Thity aw,, when well wrote, by 
far the moft ufeful to the interefts of chrifti- 
anity,* as vaft numbers of fuch trads arb adif- 
^ridt tcf ft, BuV,' ifcricBoiit a- cohiplimeht, F havft 
itfWfr fST fcoi aiiy'vWtft c^ fe' yoa 6tf prac- 
tiein lObjeJS^, 

Ai T caiiie^ dd^ ftdhi Iudkd6n I dvn6& aii 
Bu^dM- \^h tlic^ BfflWp* df iiirifc6l*y ^^Ji^re^ P 
ifet^idei^^f met ^iHifiVNIV. ^o^; H^ k^ a^v^' 
good IBofeV *H I 'Htfievfe> iS * gdW' maff,- bii^ 
fe tbo- trifflrig^ iS^dre Krf proJ)ofe'ttf be iW>ffi 
ftrfoui^; for I had h& e6mpany ibme miles on 
the rofld^r Dr. NoiK^oin^ Mafler of St. John?^, 
^fms mtkK'^ tdteir witfc' ydk», biH bkmcdc Mi*; 
— fat hof teHJtag- Mifl- tfeaf W wir DH DwMridge 
of Nbrdfiaih'pfohV fecaiife Ite Btfi^^if lie faid 
fome things too freely of tl^e ^ftentera, 

I un^ 

controvcrlfci fca<^ aoout* £Kat tiinV, been raifei^ con- 
cerning it, Kc cKofc tci^ treat it more largely th^axi Ke' 
bad done ^/ore ; Tea tKeie coatrovfcrfies (hduTd have 
been the .naeaA« of unfettling melt's mio(fs, and have 
kd them into Tome pastrcdar errdri, or into a general 
sppfchcnitoR, that it was a mere point of (peculation, 
about which it wa/ not neceUary to form' any Judgment 
at all. Thefe l/idarta, being p>eactied on Lorcrs-day 
' evenings, were attended with uncommon diligence, b/ 
many perfons of different perfua/ions ; and God was 
pleafed tb make thenf thb means of prodiieingt and ad- 
Vtncinf^, in feme vt^ho b^ard them, the chnnge which 
they defcribed; atid finte their publication, they have 
Vren ufeful to the fame purpofe. jLife, p. 119. 
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1 underftand by a common friend that I have 
much difgufted Dn, Middl<?torv in wb^t I have 
laid of Mbfes*S fraUd, the ferpent ; arid the pa- 
pifts borrowing of the pagans : which laft par- 
ticular afFefls him moiE becaufe he is about 
publifhing a new edition of his Lette;: from 
Rome. I. find h^ c^nnpt . bear, contradidipn^ 
though i did it; with the utmoft candour, l^^ay^ 
he told our common friend^ Dr. Taylor, that; 
there were^ fome tjiings. in n^ VinxiicatiQn (die, 
little pamphlet wrpte {pon after the; publication 
of the ^firft volume) whirfi, dirplfcajfcd him y but 
he attributed then; to tHe ih£tig^tioa of Biflidpe 
— hi3 mortal en^tay^ Is not this amazihg|^ 
when he h^ t^ken the fan;^^ kind, of libertjr 
with- me in his Tullyj^ where Jie^ ipealis of the 
gpniusr of the Academic Philpfophers, and tlip 
fentimer\t5 of Tulljf about a^ future date. I (^ 
iuch an aoCwei^ as was proj^er. Whether he 
will c;0me to sv better mind) I cannot tellj but 
you (hall kuQW whea I do, Tou iee ta what 
difaftera- we authors militant are expoi^. Mj 
^cipei^ aa(f i^rvice to Mrs. Doddric^e. I am. 
Dear Sir^ 

Yourr moft *6f«ftionate friend and, brother, 
wd obedient humble fecvant, 

W. W'AR3URT0N. - 
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LETTER LIX. 
From the samb. 

DEAR SIR, Feb. 14, 1742— 'j* 

1 Should not have been fo long in making my 
beft acknowledgments for your laft kind let* 
ter, lud not my abfence' from home, and a 
late unhappy domeftic affidr prevented me and 
engrofled all my thoughts — the misfortunes of 
an excellent iifter and her children by her huf- 
band's ill luccefs in trade, yet attended to with 
the utmofl hmefly and fobriety ; fo that, to his 
own ruin, he has been a coniiderable benefa^or 
to the public while in trade, and his creditors 
at laft no lofers, but himlelf undone. I do not 
know whether this be an alleviation or aggra* 
yation of the misfortune. But I can tell you 
yrith the utmoft truth, that I ftiarc with this 
diftrefTed (ifter and her children (who all live 
with me) the fmall revenue it has pleafed God 
to blefs me with, with much greater (atisfadion 
than others fpend theirs on thdr pleafures. I 
dp not know how it is, but though I am far 
from being an hero, yet I find Brutus expreflcs 
my exaft fentiments, when he fays to Cicero, /&*• 
ter ^i cum fuss vivuni. Nihil ego pojfum in Sororis 
me£ JJberis facer 0^ fuo pojjit expleri voluntas mea^ 
aut offidum, But you will reprove me I know 
for this falfe modefty in apologizing for this 
pomparifon \ and fay. Where is |he wonder, that 

a fnan 
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• 

a man who pretends to be a chriftian fhould 
not come behind a pagan, how great foever in 
the performance of moral duties ? However 
this may be, I can afliire you my only con- 
cern on this occaHon was for an incomparable 
Mother, whom I feared the misfortunes of a 
favourite daughter would have too much affefted. 
But, I thank God, religion, that religion which 
you make fuch amiable drawings of in aU your 
Writings, was more than a (upport to her. But 
I afk pardon for talking fi> long of myfelf. 
This is a fubjeft I never choofe to talk of, yet 
I could not forbear mentioning it to a man I 
fo much efteem, and whofe heart I know to 
be Co right. 

It was with great concern I found Mrs. Dod- 
dridge fo ill at Bath.* I know the grief this 
muft have occafioned you. But I know your 
fufEciency. I truft in God (he has by this time 
received the expeded benefit from the watfcrs. 
It was by accident I faw her name in Leakeys 
book (for then I had not received your h&) a 
little before I left Mr. Allen's. I vifited her 
twice. The firft time (he was going out to 
.drink the waters, the fecond time a vi/iting: 
fo I had not the pleafure of much of her com- 
pany. You may be a(rured, I would not hinder 
her the firft time-, and I made a confciencc 
not to do it the fecond: for it was a new 
acquaintance (he was going to make s a matter 
perhaps as ufeful to her amufement, while (he 
flayed at Bath, as the other for her health. ' 

Thus 
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Thus yon iee, my gped fHend^ we- have alt 
fomedung to. make us dunk, lefs complacentlyr 
of the^ world; Rdigioa wilk do g^^at things; 
It wilL always make the bitter waters of Marah- 
wholefiMsie- and pa^tahle. But we. inu& not 
^ink it will u(Ually: turn water ta' wine, be- 
omfe it oMp^ did (bw Nor i» it fit it ihould^^ 
imle& this were our. place of reft where wer 
were tt>- cxpoft the: bridegfroom* I do the. beil 
Ii can, and ikouldy t think, d^ th& (ame^. if t 
were a» mere pagait to make Ule paflable. Tor 
W always lamenting the miferie& of it, or aK 
ways feeking after the pleasures of it, ec^oallyr 
take us off f|«om the work of our falvatiom. 
And though I be extremely cautious what fedi: I« 
fffUow iir religion, yet any in philoibphy will 
6r^ my turn, and honeft Sancho Pancafs isr as 
good as any; who on. his return firom- an inw 
poftant eommiilion, when aflced by his mafter^ 
whether they ihoxtld mark the day with a Hack 
or tf while ftone*, replied, 'Faith, Sir, if you will 
be ruled by 'me, with neither, but with good 
3f9ivfi Ochre. What this {^lofopher thought of 
bk commiifion, I think of human life in generali 
gq$d brown Ochre is the compledion of it. 

I got home a litde before Chriftmas, after a 
charming philofophical retirement in a palace 
with Mr. Pope and Mr. Allen for two or three 
months. The gentleman I mentioned laft is, 
X ▼erily believe, the greatcft private chanuaer 
dat ever appeared in any age of the world. 
You fee his munificence to the Bath-Ho{pitaI« 
This is but a (mall part of his charities, and 

charity 
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charity but a fmalL part of his virtuee. I have 
ftudied his charafter even malicioufly, to find 
where his weaknefe' lies-: bat have ftudied in 
vain. When I know it, the world fhall know 
it* too for ffie confolation of the eiiVidUs; ef- 
peciafly as I fiif^ed' ii ^\ pl^bve iX)' be Cnljf 
a pariffality htf Ra^ ffifeftailidcf for me. In ^ 
wbr4 r firmly telkV'^ liitti to MaVe* freen ferit 
By Pl-ovidence into the world, ttt' teach men 
what bleflings tKey niight expeft' from heavfen, 
would tTicy (tudy* to defetVe them. 

t received your agreeable pfefent* of ybur P'u-r 
pifs Sermons,^ with your' Life of* him, which* 
itif nephew lias fead* witH great plfefifre, ahdf 
you fiaVe fofA our mdV liearfy tfta'nks for it. 
He I^ now of Jefus CblldgS' in Cambridge. 
fiut 1 take what cafe I can myfelf of Ks edu-r 
cation. He is very pfomifing, arid t hope witf 
prove a comfort to an cicelldif, fliough iinfor. 
^nate" Motfii^. ' 

' tif. fiylor, feaSjurt^ no'* (kt^fi flfe the' firft 
^aft (^'foiif e&dtenf'aKwfet tO' (!:lirtrtian!ty ribt 

fotiiaee 6h kfgjirttettf'i iiikK he highfj^* tl^ttms; 
^d wei wiihr iTRp^titntif fef the fecowd. 

^lit ybu fofgfvd ttiy coneJndlilg Withdttt 
bV^rfbfekifig thik fid fcribble, which t Aonld 
tife efveh afraid to db 'H^ t time. Btit\ftow I 
hiite Aot a foment rf»fe than to conckitld 
wttli my bell* refjjefts- tb iVfts. Dbddrfdge, 
E^e^ Sir, 
Vbtif itibft aflffeaimiate and f^itHfiil 

fiiehd and brothfef, 

W. WAKBtTKtOttt 

^ By the Rev. Mr. Thomas StefTe. 
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LETTER LX. 

F&OM THE SAMI. 

DEAR SIR. Prior-Park, 1747. 

I Had the fevour of your letter, and along 
with it Colonel Gardiner's Life, which I 
have juft read through with very great plea- 
(iire. Nothing can be better or more judici- 
ous than the writing part Many confiderations 
made the futigeft of great importance and ex- 
pediency. The cdebradon of worthy men wh« 
ikcrificed themfetves for the ler^ce of their 
country; the tribute paid to private fnendfliip; 
the example, particularly to the foldiery, of ib 
much virtue and piety, as well as courage and 
patriotifm; the fervice done to the fiirvivors 
of their families, are (iich important confider- 
ations^ as equally concern the writer and the 
public I had a thoafimd things to remark in 
it which ^ve me pleafiire. But I have room 
but for two or three. The diftindion yjfbia ictde 
between piety and enthufiafin in the 78th page, 
is h^hly juft and important, and very neceflary 
for thefe times, when men are apt to fidi into 
the oppofite extremes. Nor am I leis pleafed 
with your obfervations on the miuUaied form of 
chriftiamty in the 130th page: we iee the terri* 
ble effeAs of it. The fame pleafiire your i62d 
and 163d pages afforded me. Your Hymns 
are truly pious and poetical. The note at the 
bottom of page 176, is fine. I entirely agree 
in your fentiinents concerning the extraordinary 

drcum- 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 205 

circumftance of the good man's converfion. On 
the whole, the book will do you honour, or 
what you like better, will be a bleffing to you 
by its becoming an inftrument of public good. 
Mr. Allen, (who is now upon beginning your 
book) Mrs. Allen and my wife join with mc 
in our beft refpeds. I am. Dear Sir, 
With the trudl efteem. 

Your moft afFeilionate fervant, 
W. Warburton. 



LETTER LXL 
From the sam£» 

BEAR SIR, Bedferd»Row» Jane 10, 1749. 

MR. Allen has juft fent me your kind 
Letter; and tells me, I am obliged 
to you for your Sermon,* which he commends 
cxtrtmdy. Your Eflay on Infpiration is a well- 
reafimed and judicious performance. 

I think you do not fet a juft value on your- 
fclf, when you lend your name or countenance 
to fuch weak, but^ well-meaning rapfodies as 
— — . This may do well enough with the 
people; but it is the Learned that claim you. 
And though the intermixing, with works of this 
caft, fiber books of devotion of your own com- 
pofing, becomes your charafteiv and is indeed 

•your 

• On the Peace eonduded with France and Spain. 
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ypyr fd^ty ; yi^t jpur oharity iMid Joyc xif ^good- 
iipfs^iU^r you to lot jfoutkif dpWn m ,the o^ 
fmon ofthpfe you pipft value, laad {svhpfe ixigh 
Qpipion jypu have iiurLy fsdoed ,t)y wotks of 
•Ibeiimmg and (feaipiung inferior to .uooe. Por- 
^t mfi this fieedom* 

The Divine X>egatiq|i I am proceeding with 
in good earneft. I 4^ve l^een a little diverted 
ijpon ^ .iiApofftant iiib^d : wh. in writing a 
.Pifcoui^e tp prove the miraculous interpofition 
of Providence in defeating Julian's attempt to 
rehuild the Xemple at Jcrufalem. It is in three 
parts. The firft to eftablifh the truth by hu- 
man teftimoqy, and 'the nature of the faft. 
2. An Anfwer to Objecftions. 3. An Enquiry 
into the nature of that evidence which is fuffi- 
cient to claim a rational afTent to the miracu- 
lous feft. 'It is in 4hc prefs, but will not be 
^piiWi(hcd till Winter. 

il imagined I 'had communicated any gcief >to 
you »'fer -the gFeat<(ft ioTs rl ever 'had, in that 
of tke4)(ift parent and woman that .ever w:as;* 

It 

• — • I have livdd foroe time in the world ; and, 
-i^leiTed be God, withoat giving or uktng dfivoce. Tiiis 

lime Jias been ^pent in «iy <paiiih church <for,I am-^ 
.49uot|f .dayman, ^a^d' r^ii^e .cen^aiuly on my cure) 

in .the. Service of ipy . nqg^^Ppr^ ^ .my iliidy, ^nd in 

^he 4>ffices of filial . piety, ' 

With lenient arts t' extend a Mother's breath, 
"Make languor (mile, and fmooth the bed of dearth, 
^^pk)rc the thought, explain «he aiking -eye, 
^9d keep a while one Parent from the (ky. 

£i/tcj> tFarhMrtoM^i N^'^rk^ Vol. vi, p, 12, i J« 
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It j^t ihsngs :heav7 ^^" '^^^ ^^ ^^'' ^^^ ^ 
while I live. God prcferve you in the pofTeflioti 
and enjoymoAt of all tiiofe bleffings moft dear 
to you. Which brings me to ^remember, with 
my bed: compliments, good 'Mrs. ^Doddridge, 
and to ^iflure you, that I am with the higheft 
efteem. 

Dear ^r, 
'Your very 'feithfful and rfFeftionate 
tumble fenrant, 
W. Warburton. 
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FjIOM *THE \9AME. 

jy&AK SIR, ^Jinie 19, 175c. 

TOUR ftfTOur of 'the 17th of May was 
fent me to London, where Ltben -was, 
vand yet am till to-morrow, when I TOturn to 
Prior*Park. 

I am greatly Ottered by your thoughts of 
5«ilian: beoaufe I know the iincerity of your 
profeffions. 

Some people of confideration would perAiade 
me to take to taflc ^t the end of the fecotid 
vohmnt 4>f Julian a bh^ter of one -Hume on 
Mtrades in a yank -athefftical book called PA/- 
iofitfUcd Effitfi: and as ti^ fubjeft of the fe- 
^ond pan may be a little tiokliih, p^aps it 

may^ 
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may be prudent to conciliate warm tempers bjr. 
fuch a condunon. 

I was very fincere in the hint, which you 
are pleafed to call advice, of my laft letter^ 
as I am in dying that I do not know of any 
thing which your abilities and applicadoif are 
not capable of. 

You arc very good to enquire after my 
motions. I (hall be in town either in June 
or July. Towards the decline of fummer I 
have fbme thoughts of taking a journey into 
Lincolnfhire. If I do, I may take Northamp- 
ton in my way, and will take my chance of 
finding you at home. 

As to the Difquifiiiws 1 will only fay, that 
the temper, candour and charity with which they 
are wrote are. very edifying and exemplary^ 
I wifh fuccefs to them as much as you can do. 
But I can tell you of certain fcience, that not 
the leaft alteration will be made in the ecclefi- 
aftical fyftem« The prefent minifters were bred 
up under and aft entirely on the maxims of 
the laft. And one of the principal, of his was 
mt to Jlir what is at reft. He took a medicine 
for the ftone that killed him: and on his death- 
bed he faid, he fell by the negledt of his own 
maxim. Thofe at the head of affairs find it 
as much as they can do to govern things as 
they are, and they will never venture to fct 
one part of the clergy againft another -, the con- 
fequcnce of which would be, that in the brigucs 
of political contefts one of the two parties 

would 
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would certainly fall in with the fadion, if m 
muft call it fo, agalnft the cowt. 

Your truly divine labours are not only mora 
excellent, but will certainly prote more fruitful. 

But above all, I join with your friends in 
eficoumgitig you to a fubicription $ wludk I 
make no doubt will turn out a coinflderahle be- 
nefit. Books of ififiitttcly l«fs importance hafTe 
Iwtxif doM {b. And I ardcfntly ttriflf, that on* 
who htfs deferved fo ptktif of out cdmmM 
chriftiamty, mny fiof hti^t tha tiiicde of hit t«* 
ward to mut fm in aiiOth€t If fc^ 

To tmAitttkxid that itfl yot^ gjSoA familf $tt 
well, gii^es^ me taitmttt pldafufo« Mf troaft 
refpeds to ^K; ind pvrticulftrly 1^ the jtmiig 
geflttimiltoy who H be^ginmng hid ftudittii I ttuft 
MOW begi» fty ^1 hiift my learned frteiidy aiii 
ht^e fehf hitti t itia^ftHkjent editibn^ ' WkxOi m 
xikMie^ w9f buy, (! itteu thi^ atre h6t to ht 
MA) of «h^ E% m Man, atid Effty M Crf^ 
ticifm. Believe me t^ be tf^er with the trueft 
eftccm. 

Your moft affeftlonate friend and brother, 

W. Warburtoit. 



^ 



LETTER 



i^- 



%io LETTERS TO AND FROM 

LETTER LXIII. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Prior-Park* Sept. 2, 1751. 

YOUR kind letter gave ine, and will give 
Mr. Allen great coqcem; but for oar- 
felvest not you. Death, whenever it happens^ 
in a life (pent like yours, is to be envied, not 
pitied, and you will have the prayers of your 
friends, as conquerors have theihouts of the 
crowd: God preferve you ; if he continues you 
here, to go pn in his fervice^; if he takes you 
to himff^f, to be crowned with glory. 
• BeafTured the memory of our Friend/hip will 
be as durable as my life. I order an enquiry 
to be made of your heahh from time to time : 
but if you fatigue yourielf any more in writ- 
ing, it will prevent me that iads&ftion. I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft affeftionate friend and brother, 

W. Warburton. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

From the rbv. dr. Miles.* 

Toodng, May 9, 1739. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

WHEN you can afFord fo little of your 
time to fevour your friends with a few: 
lines, I, who am not worthy to be named a- 
mong them, muft look upon myfelf as doubly 
obliged to you for your letter of the 7th inftant 
While I. read its contents with pleafure^il can- 
not help mingling a concern for you; and. it 
is not without fbme regret, that I . refleft onr 
my having done* any thing to break in upon 
your valuable hours, when I fe$r I ihall not. 
be able to recompenfe you. Elfiier you will: 
receive with this, and it is at your fervice, 
as long as you want it; as is any other book' 
you may defire out of my fimall coUedion^^ 
for 1 think I ought to deny myfelf, if -I can: 
be any ways' helpful ta you, or promote that 
valuable woric you have under -your' >han3$.-^( 
I muft beg leave utterly to disclaim tl^eiiamei 
of Critic, having had little opp^rmnity, dutbgb/ 
a very uncertain ftate of health, and other aivou) 
cations, for reading. But unfurnifhed myfelf, Ij 
have endeavoured, & my pocket would afford, i 
to procure the learning of others to help me; 
P 2 • for: 

• Fellow of the Royal Society, 
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for indeed I cannot do without a guide. Some- 
times I me^t ^i^h no {sn]s(^i6t\ fr^^ ^e moft 
celebrated writers : and I am forry to fee much 
time and pa^ig ^n( pn c^e^ipinuig that which 
is of fmall importance, in compariion of fome 
things ^)\\ck ^e wholly paft by, or but flightly 
touched oh. 

i cannot fufficieatly txpds n\y tiiwlifvllie^ 
ta you for the icadiiiefi^ you fi^ew tP ^coufage 
the Chasi^, which I tadovfoqi^ 4l^r($ng to 
n^y^ poor ahiix^ ta vfCQiiupe«i4« \t ifi w]^ 
eves, fince i beard of it^ I h^« ^tj/^ tmnf^h V»r 
cccmd tpL 6e fiifXMCl; an4 iti is» I pofky a gQo4 
qmeti^ th^t I9 maoy aoMOg w. kskv^ f^ c^e^r- 
folly pramoted it Surely wm^ wr ji^ft ^^m- 
pk^, this may bf m c^mxu^g^f^a^ to iv^ 
that Ca imny hwlis wd hsu^ l^^vq \i^(^u opoi 
to pity and relieve th^ QiWi^I^fyVKb e%eciaUy as 
they were i;elat(d to. th«. N^uMflkera of Jefus 
Chrift. May «r noi l^k %|^ thi^ a^ a, token 
f9r goa4 wd cpncl^e th^t the gracious pre« 
fence of .God is ftiU ?(it]^ t^ 
^ Tt)a firoqui^t zvQgit^i^ hajv^ iobbe4 ipc of 
the pjeaftu^ afd pmj^t,^ I (haijijki hftirc r^pcd 
hjr gpia0 tiiifQHgh your Ufif excellent work; 
^oh I qinoofi ha^ kmfti MP^ai 41^ calcula^ 
tOi ftrvfr aU ftripvA md judJIiQiouS; chrifti^ns, by 
confnni^ their i^Mithb*^. prps^bpting their com- 
f^ct and hoUnefih a^ i$|r ap I| haye had time 
to coajireife< with. ij(. An4 V Can^pt help ex* 
pvefling my iatisfaAion in^ the great pains you 
have uken to de(ei)d t|>e Ssicred Hiftory againft 

the 
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the ear lis 6f Infidds by jjlft trttietfin. Onr jfrc- 
Cint cifetimflfttices (G6d knemb) esli for Hich 
clhdeaTobrs: thbugH mao^pkwi^ homft dirifttilf^, 
bfeitig um^prchenfiri of uny dtftger^ nwy^ tbfiik 
theft uciprofitabte^ The AetKod yoik hn^e AiKn 
thto wiU be Iikdir to ierve filcft vsbiUe ends, 
fttid ftriU much mefe tb^n cdutitervBliie «&y imik. 
pnary difiidviRitages etftendtftg k tb coixfanan 
reBdegs. One or two I . hate h^arlft of {as I 
e3q)eAed I ftould) U4k) fe^ ae a Ms how fo 
Ufiderftfind your deiign in hftrmdiiiztng tHi' erah- 
g^ Hiftory, esfppdSng (<hou^ Withetat groiitid, 
hid they feen your pr&pdbk) tcr.heVc Had in 
^Eatpo/Rdtm ^ &e foUr EvaAgp^iAs iit tl^e br« 
d« df thlb ^eid Btieft^ fls ^ ftind In the 
N^ TeftaMentv Bu(!> Ikdk pauie Ad itfe, 
wkh A\ tiie lieeeflary 1^^ you h«^ fbhufhecl 
l^btei wr^. wil! remote aU' ^MfeuItiA of thk 
kind. However, not only by thts.racaha, Init 
4n many othef ae6ount» xrMBk more fxmfider- 
idll^ it ie happens^ that yoUr perferatanee afid 
Dr# G^yfe's dd by no mearis interfere'^ Hiis 
tiiay fuit the cap^ity and tafle of tifp/Bb wh6 
iitey ioek iftpon^ yours perhaps ^li^What .aix)\re 
them. And I am bold to fay^ yoca^ will be 
iervkeabte fo many others, who do not fland' ih 
miKdi, n^ of his, o^ will be difappointed tft 
cwlAilttfig' it. I fj^eak my pobr opinion freely, 
under so itiannGr of pr<^dice, I think from 
rtnvidioftv for I heAtity pray God, af divine 
bkffing. may fucc(!ed his etideavours, \o^5ther 
witl^ yours^ tb render th6 blefled- Gofpel the 
P 3 objeft 
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objeft of men's higher efteem, and the means 
of promoting that moft excellent defign for 
whidi it was given us. But I am forry the 
Dr. has not taken a little more care in his 
ftjrle, for the*reafon I wifh him fuccefs. Some 
few ptflages I have met with, which are far 
• from being gratefol to me, in the little I have 
read; and fome fupeffliUties ; others not quite 
*£> juft, -Luke ii. i. o/xspv); for the Roman 
'Empire, you know is a niiftak^. I have by me 
the GldiTary Mr. Lardner refers to, in which 
it is rendered, the whole Land, i. e. of Judea. 
I thmk in' Dr. Giiyie's circumftances and fitu- 
ation, * he odght not to have n^leAed to con* 
Tult Ml*. Lardner's Credibility •, which if he liad 
done,' I cannot but think, he would have fallen 
In with his fine criticifin, clearing fo fatis&e- 
torily,' the difficulty about the Xaxit^ wheta 
Cyr€niu8;:&c. * 

I: will now tell you what has occurred in 
an anonymous writer j\iii come to hand, which 
I prefume- you have not yet feen, and fhould 
be gkd tQ have ycair opinion of the juftnefe 
of the Criticifin. It 'i$ on Luke iii. 23. jind 
ye/us himfelf begM to be about thirty years of agi. 
The author, fuppoiing the years of Tiberias to 
be computed from the death of Auguftus, fays, 
that the ^fwrov ^i\^^^ the fpring and principal 
caufc of all the difficulty &c, arifes from our 
miftaking the true {tV)Sc and meaning of the 
word ct^x^fuvog. For, Ays he, while we con- 
fine it to fignify indpienSj it is impoffible to 

defend 
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defend the p^flage as good gre^k, or to* turn 
it into any other Janguage, ib as to make good 
fetife of it. He therefore ^feelp fyr another fenfe 
of the word. And fays,, the verb fignifies, Sum 
fub principatu, feu dominatu, Sum fab imperio. 
Saepc redditur, pareo, v^l obtenipero^ quoting 
Steph; Thcfaur. jn voce i^o^ui^, p. 561^ and Her 
rodian, Xenophon, Plato, and Jofephus. Accord* 
inglyj he would thus render the claufe, *v^^ 
^was obedient J or lived in .fubje&ion^ to his parents 
nAout thirty yearSy beiog as was fuppqfed, &€•'' 
The Tide of this Pamphkt is, A Critical Exa^ 
mination of the holy Co^l according to St. Mat^ 
timx) and Luke^ toith regard' to the hifiory ,of th^ 
birth and infancy of our,. Lord Jefus filtrifi. ^ By 
the author of the VindifftiofLof tfu Hiftory.;Of.ihf 
Seftuagint. His attempt is ta prove the,. birth 
of Chrift to have beeiif on-th^ a5th 'of De«- 
cember. 1 had not met with this Book, (not 
being iavited to inquire for it by the tide) had 
I not feen it commended {as to. thcCriticifm 
now mentioned) by Mr. Yardley, cpr/cactier at 
Highgate, who has juft publiftied'.an odtavo 
volume, entitled, ^' The Genealogies of our 
Lord and Savbur Jefus Chrift, as recorded by 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, critically .examined, 
&c." I {hall be very thankful to you for yoiur 
opinion, at your leifure*. I am better recpn* 
ciled to his fentiment in this point, than I am 
like to be, as to his fixing the birth of Chrift 
on December 25th-, for I am not convinced 
by his ' reafoftings : poffibly I may not luider- 
P 4 ftand 



2i6 LETTEAB TO AND FROM 

fbuid Jiim right faf ^nce reading his aiguments, 
d^eciallf as I htt^o long thought (with the 
moft^ diffisrendy from him. He dys of him- 
fsif in his preface very modaftly, ^' I am hut a 
Layman of mean and indifferent parts at baft, and 
aniv of a midling rank in life, «id frequently enga* 
1^ in bulinefs of a vety diHWent nature.-* But 
certainly he is one, who has by fimie maans or 
othtr^ wdl acqu^ted himfdf %ith chronotqgy, 
antiqiuties, &c.' It may not be amift, if I here 
infert his authorities, that you may turn to 
them, if you think fit, if you hare hb editi* 
ons. Herodiaa, Lib. vi, p. 140. VA^ Slsf^ 
t^8 1. -->- Xenoph. do Inftit. Cyri, Lib. ¥fi. 
p. 178. Ed* Par. i6a5.«— Id. de Expad. Cyti^ 
IJ^. viiL p. af8.iF-Steph. in Theftur. in voce 
M^.— Jofeph. Antii^. Ub. xy. c. 9. p, i^ii 
and Lib. viii. e. 10. p. 3iS8 1 no edition men* 
tioned. 

. I think with plea&re on the approaching 
time, yiAien (a kind Frovideoco concurring) I 
(hall fee you at Tootingi and the ratiicr as you 
are fe good as to give us hope of fpending a 
Lord's Day with us ; which without any codit 
pKment, will be not only a moft friendly (Mcc 
to me, bi\t, which is much more unportant, 
a means of promotiAg ('dir^i^h his blcffing who 
gives the increafe) my own edification with 
that of my ftknds. For i can &y fop myftlf 
and them, that you wiil come to us with as 
much advantage from our cfteem aod afleftiM^ 
as^ any one qdnifter of Jeftis Chffift m thft thcee 

kingdoms ; 
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kingdoms s Arid I truft we ihdl have abundant 
reafon to rejoice in your coming to us in the 
futnefs ef the bkfTmg of the Go^el of ChM. 

It 18 high time to rdeaf^ you. My ftncere 
vnfh for you is^ that yotir fbength may be 
equal to your day^ and that the fuoeefs.; of yMr 
labours may retidre your mihd under tiie toil 
of them. May I venture ta eac^r^ mf cOii- 
cem for you, left while you are enlightmk^ 
others, you perift, Idas! too faft. Cber% your 
health, that we may long H^ce in your tight, 
tf it be the wilt of God. E^cufe the hadmi 
of a finccre friend, and believe Aat I am 
Your moft. aiftdHoMte brathflBT, 
and obliged hulnfafe iervant; 
Hkurt Mnti. 



t E T T 't R LXV..^. 
From the same. 

REV. AND DEIAR SHt, 1741. 

I Am veiy ftnilbte how rcafonaUe it is, I 
0u>uld have ttade an apology to you be- 
fore snow for my long filence -, and hoped I 
ftould have had ah opportunity of domg it ifa 
another manner than I can by pen and u**, 
but r am not likely to have it now. Foi^gct 
you I never did, nor ilhatt 1 ceafe to remcrtr- 

bcr 
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ber yoa with my moft affsdtionate- wiflKS/ while 
I have my memory. - . 

I had many things to have mentioned in your 
'lecond volume, for which I think myfelf bound 
to return you my moft hearty thanks; but 
am at prelent mcapable of it, my cokl fo af- 
feAing my eyes that I have been able to 
make little uie of them for thefe feveral days 
pafb. ^ 

Ihave been particularly {deafed with your 
,Note on Luke xsdl 4%^ ^^ Father, if thou be 
iWUiag^ remove this cup from me," as weU as 
your Paraphrafe. I fa&vt myfelf heard from the 
pulpit more than once, what ti^e author* of 
Jefus Chrift the Mediafipr» (page 48,) fo juftly 
.complained of> with great concern, and that from 
thofe from whom I ihould have expedted bet- 
ter . things, . The firft writer I know of that 
departs from the common opinion among our- 
felves^ is Dr. Thomas Jackfon. It, is worth 
while to read what that fenfible writer fays, if 
you have his works. Vol. 11. p. 813, 817, 
and 947* 

You intend (God willing, and I truft he will 
cnaUe you) to proceed to the AAs of , the Apof- 
tles. In writing on which Book you will per- 
haps more deliberately confider who the HelUmfts 
were. I never yet fkw that aueftion reCblved 
to my entire fatisfadion, and inall be glad to 
hear your opinion concerning them. Heinfius 
and Salmafius were antagonifts you know on 
this fubjeft. 

You 
• Mr. Tomkins. 
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You mentioned to me Archbifhop Leightotfs 
Works. * I bkfs Qod . I ^er met with thenu 
There is a fpirit in them, I never, met with in 
any human writings, nor can I read many lines 
in them without being affeded: though yoa 
know all his works are imperfeft and inac- 
curate;* i K 

I am conftrained to end this very brokibi 
q)iftle, with my beft wi(hes that every defiriahle 
bleffing ma^ cbe your portion and that. of all 
yours, and that you may daily grow in u£> 
fulnefs, and be long continued a bleffing to the 
Church of Chrift. I am, v 

Your moil affedionate brother, && 
' * : H. Mius. 

P. S. Do you know any thmg of one Mh 
Charlfe^ Orme; of Afhby-de-la-Zouch ? or havfe 
you feen his improved Barometers ? I very much 
like the account given of them in the Philoicl- 
phical Tranfaftions, and would be glad to put<. j 
chafe one, if not too deai-, 

• In 17489 Dr. Doddridge- revifed the Expofitory Wocfci 
^d otb^ remains of Ai;ichbi(hop Leighton^ and traa* 
ilated his Latin Preledions^ 
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LETTER LXVL 

f ROM Tift MJit. 

l^EAR SIRi Tooii*g^ Maitk 13; ij^^^ 

I Am too fenfible what your engagemeots «e 
to bo at a hb for a reafen of joar filetice^ 
aod hope you will ndt impute minr ta ii m- 
gard ta ocremony^ but to what, i beg k«fte 
m^ affixre 79a m the real caufty -vwift of tUDK» 
together with an imwtttmgpefii i6 lob yo« df 
that whkh you have fo fittlt tx> Qttrd for mMb 
iaqportani oceafioBB* 

I mxBk afk your acceptance of Mr. Boyle's 
Life, as a imall teftimony -of the foaCc I have 
of the many obligation I am under to yoo: 
k Ihould have been offered you b<fbro» but not 
havtiig ieen Mr. Millar latety» I knoir not 
of ins intention to pubiiih till I £iw the ad- 
Tertxfement. Some things in it I know will 
pieaie you : the coUeding the materials coft 
jne more trme than iMn wlR be iiwM€ of: 
and In fendmg them to the compiller I had 
a particular regard to thofe which recommend 
his amiable charaAer as a zealous promo- 
ter of the tnterefts of chriftianity, and a 
k)ver of all the real friends of that bed rdi- 
gion» Without difttndlion of parties. I have 
Wondered fa great a bene£iAor to New Eng- 
land has been paCed over in iilence by fuch 

a writer 
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a. writer aa Cottoa Mother. Yon will fee I 
have endeavoured to do juftice to his chirac^ 
in the Appendix, and xnuft ovn, that the 
charter fbr propagating the gofpel in that coun- 
try ia^what I indeed prefled to have infertedv 
though it was objeded to as what would fwcll 
the book too much. I need not tetl yoii, this 
is a difFereot thing from that which the efh- 
blifhed Church obtamed fome years after. I 
diought it worthy tq 1>Q preyed (for I can- 
not learn it is any where in print) and I flatter 
jnyfelf jfM will be of my mind ; the language 
<^ it (I w^ going ta fiiy) fowids a little ed4 
from the mouth of Charffs the f^cond, <h* r^ 
thef it ia too religious ta be figned by him» 
Na oiie^ who has not diie honour of being 
known ta An^bifliop Hmring, has a greater 
veneration for him th^n myfelf, but I cannot 
fee the propriety of the Deification for many 
Mifbiie. I ikmk it ought to have been dedi- 
cated to the Royal Society, but the procedure 
waa gon^ tea far before I knew it. It h now 
Mr. Births cempiiment ta the ArokbUhop. ' 
Permit me tp thank yo« heartily for the 
tines yeu have fent me out ^yeur Hymn, which 
were verified indeed in a ftu^fing manner. I 
truA our graeieue Goi w91 go on to fight for 
uai and am very glad ta ebferve the hand <if 
Ptovidenee has been neknowfedged by.perfona 
of ill fanli» and perftiailonsj in^ that! ha|^ de^ 
iibat of our enemieai 
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I immxt with great refpcft and humble fcr- 
vke to Mrs. Doddridge^ 
. Your obliged and mofl: affedionate brother, 

and humble fervant, 
H» Miles. 



LETTER LXVIL 
From dr. Pye. 

DEAR SIR» Mile-End, 1739. 

I Cannot fufficiently cxprefs my gratitude to 
you for your very kind and feafonable let- 
ter and ' fcrmon. My wife and I look upon 
oarfelves now as your friends, in the beft fenfe 
of the word; (ince you have tnanifefted to us Co 
much tendernefs and compaiTiori in our late cir- 
cumftances of grief, and to us, uncommon for- 
row: I call them late circutnftances ; becauie 
the time is already come, when we can I am 
Aire, both of us fpeak of the Death of our 
Children with thankiulneis, and think of them 
with pleafure. What philofophy could not do, 
cfariftianity has dpne. To the author of our 
religion and our confplation be the glory. 

I cannot in a better ihanQer exprefs our thoughts 
upon this occafion than in the following lines-, 
which I wrote a few days after the death of 
our two children, for the ufe of my then mourn- 
ing fwik and myfelf. You may call it a fliort 
Letter from my dear girl to us, juft after (he 

had 
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had ceafed to breath, and a little before her 
brother's death. 

— ^^ Your tender care, and fond, though. ratio- 
nal love of all your children ; with your agonies 
under the apprchenfion of pvting with me, and 
my dear brother •, are the moft convincing proof 
of the reality and greatnefs of your ibrrow, now 
I am gone, and he is juft upon the wing to 
follow me to the unknown world. But he who 
made us has called us away, and we chearfuUy 
obeyed the fummons : and I muft tell you, though 
you both already know it, that he expt&s from 
you, not only that you meekly and calmly fubmic 
to fuch a feemingly, fevere' difpeniation of his 
Providence i but that you aUb rejoice with me 
in it, becaufe it is the will and pleafure of 
our Father. 

« I, young as I was, am an inhabitant of 
heaven ; already fee the beauty and harmony of 
that litde chain of events, Aat related to my 
Ihort abode in your world, and the manner of 
my leaving it: and when you fee things as they 
redly are, and not as they may now appear 
to you, will confefs and adore the divine 
goodnefs, in fo early taking us from your em« 
braces. 

*^ God, who made all things for the mani- 
fefbition of his adorable perfedions, gave us 
our bang from you: Adore him therefore for 
his. goodnefs, in making ufe of you as in- 
flruments, in the courfe of things, to ufher 
us into the world Afk not why he fb early 
removed us: Wc fufficiently anfwered the great 

end 
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end o( our ihort being; if, at the lame time 
•we gave you pleafure, while living, you were 
diipofed to lead us by your examples and pre- 
cepts, into the paths of virtue and refigion; 
and if, by the lofi of us, you become exam« 
;des of patience and fubmiffion to the divine 
wilt; which, next to doing the will of God^ 
bears the greateft name in our world. 

*♦ Let therefore all the little incidents .in our 
lives, the remembrance of which are apt to 
renew your forrow, be k> many occafions oif joy 
to yoa^ imfinuch as they recall the plea&nt 
ideas you , cmce defighted in : and let the very 
melanchoty thoughts e( our ifidniefe and earfy 
death, be ehaaged for thofo bright ideas of what 
we now enjoy; and what you wtff, i hope, 
one day fee us poflefled of. — *\ I am^ 

Dear Sir, 
Your raofl: obliged and very bundle fervant, 

Samub4« Pyb. 

My wife joins with me in my fervices to 
your lady, and in the fincereft wilhes of prof, 
periry to you and yours. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

• From colonel Gardiner.* 

MY D£AR DOCTOR, Lcicefter, Jalyp, 1739. 

I Know not how the reading of my letters 
may move you, biit I am fure I never re- 
ceived any that had a greater influence upoil 
me than yours haVe had ^ and much do I ftand 
in need of every help to awaken me out of 
that fpiritual deadnefs^ which feizes me (b oft- 
en. Once indeed it was quite dtherwife widi 
me, and that for many years. 

Firm was my health, my day was bright. 
And I prefum'd 'twould ne'er be night: 
Fondly I (aid within my heart, 
Pleafure and peace ihall ne'er depart. 

But I forgot, thine arm was ftrong^ 
Which made my mountain ftand fo long: 
Soon as thy face began to hide, 
My health was gone, my comforts dy'd. 

Here lies my fin and my folly. And this brings 
to my mind that fweet finger in our Ifrael, 
I mean Dr. Watts: for you muft know, that 
I have been in pain thefe feveral years, left that 

Q^ cxcellenf 

* In 1747, Dr. Doddridge poblKhed^ *' Some remark- 
able Paflages in the Life of Colonel James Gardiner* who 
was flain by the Rebels at the Battle of Pre^o^Pans^ 
Sept. 21, 1745.** See page 111 of thcfc Letters. 
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excellent perTon fhould have been called to hea- 
ven before I had an opportunity to let him 
know^ how much his works have beai blefle4 
to me, and of courfe of returning him my 
hearty thanks : for though it is owing to the 
operation of the Blefled Spirit, that any thing 
works efFeftually upon our hearts, yet if we 
are not thankful to the inftrument which God 
is pleafed to make ufe of, whom we do fee, 
how (hall we be thankful to the Almighty, 
whom we have not feen ? Therefore, dear Doc- 
tor, I muft beg the favour of you to let him 
know, that 1 intended to have waited upon him 
in the beginning of laft May, when I was in 
London ; but was yiformed, and that to my 
great forrow, that he was extremely ill, and* 
therefore I did not think that a vifit would 
have been feafonablc, efpedally confidering that 
I have not the happinefs to be much acquainted 
with the DoAor-, but well am I acquainted with 
his works, efpecially with his Pfalms, Hymns, 
and Lyricks. How often, by finging Ibme of 
thofe, by myfelf on horfeback and elfewhere, 
has the evil fpirit been made to flee away, 

When.e*er my heart in tune was found. 
Like David's harp of folemn found. 

I deiire to blefs God for the good news of 
his recovery •, and intreat you to tell him, that 
although I cannot keep pace with him here, 
in celebrating the high praifes of our glorious 
Redeemer, which is the great grief of my heart ; 

yet 
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yet I am periuaded, that when I join thie 
glorious company above, where there will be 
no drawbacks, that none will out-fing me there ; 
becaufe I fliall not find any that has been 
more indebted to the wonderfiil riches of divine 
grace than I. 

Give me a place at thy faints feet. 
Or (bme fall'n angel's vacant feat^ 
1*11 ftrive to fing as loud as they, 
"Who fit above in brighter day. 

I know it is natural for every one, who 
has felt that almighty power which raifed our 
glorious Redeemer from the grave, to believe 
his cafe fingular. But I Itive made every one 
in thi3 re^d fubmit, as foon as he has heard 
my ftory, and if you feemed fo furpriied at the 
account which I gave you, what will you be 
when you hear it all ? 

Oh, if I had an angd's voice. 
And could be heard from pole to pole i 
I wou'd to all the lift'ning world 
Proclaim thy goodne(s to my fouU 

Dear Dodor, If you knew what a natural 
averfion I have to writing, you would be a- 
ftonifhed at the length of this l^ttor, which is, 
I believe, the longeft I ever wrote. But my 
heart warms when I write to you, which makes 
my pen move the eafier. I hope it will pleaib 
our gracious God long to preferve you a blefied 
inftrument in his hand of doing great good iti 
0^2 the 
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tkt drarch of Ckrift. And dMtt. jom maty al^- 
wayri mijoy t tltriviag £dii1 in a iinfaiiful body,, 
ibril be the ODntinual p(«y<r ^4 
My dear Dodzir, ' 
Your fiMore friend and moft ^thAd fiurvant, 

James Ga*j>imbr, 



LETTER LXIX. 
From the same. 

MY DEAREST FRIEND, Ghent, Nor. itf, 1742. 

I Am firvourcd wim your very nidcbmc let- 
ter of Ac third inftant, for whidi I return 
you my hearty thanks : for it has been mat- 
ter of great praife to me upon a double ac- 
count; firft that Mrs. Doddridge is in fa good 
a way of recovery 1 and alTo that our gracious 
God vouchiaAs to give you fuch manifeftations 
of his favour and loving kitidneis. As for mb, 
I am indeed in a dry and barren land» where 
no water is. Rivers pf waters nm down mine 
eyes, becaufe nothing is to be heard in our 
Sodom, but bla/pheming the name of my God ; 
and I am not honouroi as the inftrument of 
doing any great fervice. It is true, I have re- 
formed fix or feven field oflicers of fwearing. 
I dine every day with them, and have enter, 
ed them into a voluntary contraft to pay a 

(hilling 
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ffiflling to fhc ijfoor for ererjr da*t tttid it is 
WotidtrfaUt tb obfetve the tSeSl k haaf hkd rf. 
ready. On^ of tlictn tbld me- iflirs tky at iift^ 
ner, that it had really fuch an influence upon 
him, that btmg at tafdi litfl mgftf when, ano- 
tfcer oflScer feH a ft^fearfttg, he was not at)l^ to 
bear it, but rofe up and left the company, i'he 
firft time, I dare anfwer for it, that ever that 
happened to him« ~ "S<t yocr ifee,^ reftrainfS at 
firft arifing from a low principle may improve 
into (bmcthiftg better. ' ^^^ 

My dear friend, I wrote to you that I was 
in hopes of having tRe 'pleafiute of feeing you 
this winter: and to be fure it would have 
been a gttet ant to me': •but we poor mortals 
form prcgedte, and the almighty ftder of th? 
imimerfe 6MfoCc$ of all ai he pfcafes. A great 
many of us were'^ttSng ready fbf otrr return 
to England,- Ivftcn -'«rc received an order iX} 
march towards Frankfort^ to the great furprife 
ef the whole iwmy. Neither can any of us conr- 
prefieftd -what we ^ to do Aerri •, for there is 
no enemy 4n that cotthtry, the French army 
being niarched into Bayuria, where I am fote 
we cannot foBow them. But it is the will of 
the Lord; and his vifiYl: be donef I defire t6 
blefs and praife my hwivenly Father, that I 
am entirely refigned to it.' It is no matter 
where I go, or what becomes of mc, fb that 
God may be glorified in my life, or my death: 
I fhould rejoice much to hear, that all my 
friends were equally refigned. 

Q 3 I ftand 
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I ftand much in need of your prayers. I hope 
God will Hcb you and yours more and more. 
My deareft friend, I am always with the greateft 
finoeritys 

Your moft fiuthful, moft obliged, 

and moft humble fervant^ 
James Gardiner. 



LETTER IXX. 

From trs same. 

# Cheats Janb^ry a4« I74a<-*J* 
MY DEAR DOCTOR, 
X;'OUR friendly letter of the fourth inftant, 
X has ocp^oned me no finall unea(ine(s. 
The very thought of your having been in fo 
much danger has frighted me more than the 
French army is likely to do: but I believe 
my fears are groundlefs, for we are all immor- 
tal till our work is done; and I hope the 
Almighty has a great deal for you to do, and 
that for many years. I long much to fee your 
vindication of the dodtrinc of the operation of 
the Blefled Spirit of God. Oh, how much are 
they to be pitied who call it in queftion; fince 
it is too plain a demonilration that they know 
nothing of religion. 

The letter I received from — — has aficA* 
cd me very much, and I wver take it up, but 

floods 
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floods of tears blitid my eyes. Oh, what am 
I, poor worthlefs dog, that the greateft favorites 
of heaven fliould offer up their fervent prayers 
for bleflings on one who deferves not fo much 
as the crumbs that fall from the children's ta- 
ble. But tears fill my eyes and I muft give 
over. Pray remember me kindly to my good 
friend, whom you may aflure, that her letter 
has aiK>rded me more re^ fatisfaftion than any 
thing I can expeft from the govenmient. 

If it (hall pleafe God to give me a call to 
England, I fhall foon make you a vifit, for 
there is no man in the world I long (b much 
to fee. May the Almighty preferve your va- 
luable life, blefs your labours, and preferve your 
&mily. 

My deareft friend, • 
I am more yours than words can expreis, 

James Gardiner* 



LETTER LXXI. 

To A YOUKG GENTLEMAN, 

On his recovery from a dangerous illners« 

DEAR SIR, 1740. 

THOUGH I have not the pleafurc of a 
perfonal acquaintance with you, I think 
it not improbable, that you may have learnt 
my name from your excellent parents, who ho- 
0^4 nour 
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nour me with dieir friendfhip in a d^ree iaf 
beyond what I could ever pretend to have de- 
fenred. They early informed me of your ilU 
nefi, and recommended you to my eameft Md 
afieftionate prayers; which, I will affure yoo, 
dear Sir, you have had, and ihali continue ta 
have a (lure tn theni. God has b^en graciout 
to us, and heard our prayers. He has brought 
you back from the bcNrders of the grave, when 
you had received the fentence of death in your* 
felf. And now, my dear friend, for fo mediinks 
I have a kind of hereditary right to call you, 
give me leave ferioofly to remind you of the 
goodMfs of God in thk reiljpeA, and to call up^ 
M you in his name to a proper improvement 
of it. 1 doubt not, but in the intervals of your 
diforder, you had fi>me fokmn thoughts of death 
asd eternity. I doubt not, bttt ytott cried to 
God, and formed feme purpofes for his fervice. 
But I know how ready our treacherous hearts 
are to forget fiich deliverances, and to forget 
thofe vows of God that are upon us; and 
therefore let me with all Cmplicity and plain- 
nefs, though ^t tjie fame time with the fin- 
cereft refpeft, renew the admonition as in the 
name of my great Lord and Matter, who, I 
would hope, means you gracioufly in inclining 
me to write to you upon this occaiton. I 
would bcfeech you ferioofly to examine your 
heart and ways, and to aik yourfelf beftitre 
God, '' What if the fe?er had finiflicd its work, 
?n^ brought jjic dpwo to the duil of deaths 

and" 
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and my fpirit had returned to God who gave 
it, how would it have been received by, himf *• 
You are defccnded from the moft gracious pai^ 
that I think I ever knew. But they cannot coin 
vey grace to you. Even fix>m them, excellent 
as they are, ]rou derive a corrupt nature. Aik 
your own heart then,. ** Have I been ever earn** 
eft with God for renewing grace? Have i 
ever pleaded with hitn in prayer, that I might 
experience that change which the goijpd re^ 
quires, without which no man can enter into 
the kingdom of heaven?'* Thefe sort mattera 
of infinite importance ; which muft lie at tho 
root of all our hopea of heaven^ <nr tbo(e ho^ 
1^1 prove like a Rider's web. I^befeech yon 
therefore, dear Sir, in the name of our Loird 
Jeius Chrift, add by all your proipeds in die 
eternal workl, that you take thefe tilings under 
an attentive oonfideration. I hope you have 
thought of them, i would £iin perfuade my&If 
to believe, you are cxperimentaDy acauaintej 
with them. But I would court you to apply 
your heart to them more and more. I kinoiw. 
Sir, that in your circumftances of life hmumer^ 
able temptations will forround you ; and it is a 
good thing in order to be fortified againft them 
all, that the heart be eftablifiKd with graces 
You have all the encouragement you can de- 
itre to attempt the work of ferious religion, ahd 
that betimes; for it muft be done immediately^ 
or perhaps it may not be done at all, ptiobabiy 
it wiU not. You have a gracious God t6 g# 

to. 
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iOy who is not willing that any fhould perifh^ 
bat that all ihoutd come to repentance. You 
have a mod compaifionate Redeemer, who ihed 
his blood for the ialvation of perifhing finners*, 
and I humbly hope for your ialvation. The 
Spirit of God has conquered hearts much harder 
than yours can be, even (uppofing you are 
now in an unrenewed ^titt. You are the feed 
of God's fervants : you were early devoted to 
God in baptifin: you have a hu'ge ftock of 
prayers laid up in the prefence of God for 
you. I do really apprehend, even the covenant 
of God with believing parents bears a favour* 
able zfytSt upon their children: and though I 
dare not fay, nor think, that it iecures their 
Ialvation^ for J fear ftft lies fbongly againfk 
fiidi a prefumpdon, as we are fure it did even 
in the children of Abraham, yet there is fbme 
peculiar encouragement for fuch to feek the 
God of their Fathers. I believe the Spirit ftrives 
peculiarly widi them ; and that when they feek 
it, it is more immediately and more fully com- 
municated to them than generally to others. 
And fure I am, that thoie early inftruftions 
they have received, have often a ble/Ied refur- 
reftion in their hearts, even after they have 
been long forgotten ; and the feed, which feem- 
ed to have periihed, often brings forth fruit 
in abundance. And therefore, dear Sir; thank 
God and take courage. In his name and ftrength, 
ict out m your heavenly pilgrimage, with the 
word of God in your hand and heart, and 

with 
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with your eyes to the Spirit of God, as your 
guide and ftrength: and be aflured, diere 
arc many who will bid you good Cpeed in the 
name of the Lord, and will rejoice to affift 
you in your courfc. I am not without hope, 
that our gracious God may at length favour 
me with more immediate and renewed oppor- 
tunities of fervihg you.* In the mean time be 
tfliired, that I moft cordially love you, thoi^ 
peribnally unknown. Be aflured, my heart o- 
yerflows with a true concern for your welfare } 
that I pour out my foul before God in prayer 
on your account -, and that to hear of your 
health and happineis, and above all that your 
Ibul profpers, will yield me unutterable delight; 
for I am not merely in form, but with tlie 
utmoft fincerity and tendemefs of heart. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful and affedionate friend, 

and humble (ervmu 

Philip Doddridqx« 

* He afterwards became the Podor's Popil. 
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LETTER LXXIL / 

From dr. Lelawd,* 

DobKo, June 19, 1740W 
RBV. AND DEAR SIR, 

MIL E%et» wlio was htzly tt Noitiiam|v 
too, hn delivered me 2 meitlge /mm 
foay in which yoa were pleafed t^ c^tprds yoar^ 
tsM towards me in a very obtiging manner. 
li i» It iatii&CliGR to nie to find diae niy weUU 
iwtended eadeayours tx> ferve the commois caiif0 
mi chrifHanity have met with the approbotioA 
«f foi good a judge. Though i am a flnnger 
toi your peifon, I am not to your cfaarafter^ 
irinch I have often hcarrd of, nor to yoor 
wntiiigs, feveral of which I haive feen and read 
with great pleafure and profit. I was not a 
fitde pleafed to hear, that amidft the labours 
of feveral kinds in which you are engaged, 
yiMi ftill preferve k great a meafure of health 
and chearfulnefc. As for xnyfelf, I have for 
fome years been langmfhing under great weak- 
aefs of body, and exercifed with fome croflcs 
and difappointments, but under all God has 
moft gracioufly fupportcd me ; and through 
his good Providence I am at prefent in a 
better ftate of health than for fome confider- 
^ • able 

^ Author of a View of the Deiflical Writers that have 
appeared in England in the lafl and prefent century* 
aad of three volumes of Pofthumous Sermons. 
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able time paft. I have not much news to com- 
municate to you from theie parts. I wifli 
I could &y that reli^on is in a fiouriihing cos^ 
dition amongft us ; but there are many fad fymp* 
terms of decay; may God awaken and revive 
the true genume fpirit of chriAianity among 
mihifters and people, which fuffers very muck 
from the growing looienefe and libertinifm of 
fomc, and the too great narrownefs of others* 
It is my eameft defire and prayer that your 
life and ufefulnefs may be preferved to valii^ 
able purpoies. I am, with a iincere efteem. 
Your afFedionate brother, 

and humble fervant, 

John Leuino. 



LETTER LXXm. ' - 
From th£ sam£, 

REV. SIR, March 29, 1742* 

IT was not in return for your long delay- 
ing to anfwer my letter, that I have de- 
ferred acknowledging the favour of yours. I 
am fo willing to keep up a correfpondence with 
you, that I ihall not iniift upon punctilios. 

I am very much obliged to you for the 
kind fentiments you exprefs towards me. I read 
with iatisfiiftion the accoimt you give me of 
the ftate of the diiTendng intereft in England. 

I am 
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I am (bny that I cannot &y ^it grows here: 
in great cities there are fo many things to 
dnm perfbns aiidc, efpecially thofe of the rifing 
generation, that it is not fo much to be won- 
dered at I hear that you have lately anfwered 
t Pamphlet, entitled, ChriJUamiy not founded on 
Jrgument., It is but very lately I faw that 
Pamphlet, which is written artfully, but like the 
other things on that' fide, very unfairly. A 
friend of mine to whom I am under particular 
nbligatioos, wrote to me to fend him fome 
inimadverfions upon it; but I doubt not your 
inAier will give full iktisfaftion, which I ihould 
be very glad to fee. Since you were (o good 
as to ofier to fend me fome of your perform* 
ances, on which I afTure you I fet a high va- 
]ne» if you will pleafe to cuder them to be fent 
to Mr. Knapton, Bookfeller, in Ludgate-ftreet, 
&C. they will come very fafe. 

May God prolong your ufeful life, and bleis 
your labours for the good of his church. I am, 
with a fincere efteem. 

Your afFeAionate brother, 

and humble fervant, 
John Leland. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXI7. 
From the same* 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, January 5, 1743. 

I Ought to beg your pardon for not having 
aniwered your moft obliging letter before 
now, which was very acceptable to me, as was 
the prefent that accompanied it. You may re- 
member, I told you in my lad, that I was 
defired by a friend to whom I was under great 
obligations, to draw up fome remarks on Chrif* 
tianity not founded on Argument. The gentleman 
who deiir^ me to do this, is a worthy clergy, 
man in London, who has done me ieveral ^fts 
of fcindnefi, and I underftood at firft that it was 
for his own private perufal. I intended thofe 
remarks to have been very ihort, but they en- 
larged xinder my hands; and I drew them up 
before I read your anfwer, or any of the anfwers 
that had been publi(hed. I fent over the firft 
part of my Remarks in a letter to London, 
about the latter end of April laft, intending 
fbon to fend the remainder in another letter: 
but my indifpofition grew fo heavy upon me, 
that I was not able to correft and tranfcribe it 
fo as to fend the whole of it, till about the end 
of July laft. Before that time I had read Mr. 
BenTon's anfwer which he fent me, and alfo 
yours, which appeared to me very good and 
fufficient. And therefore when I fent over the 

fecond 
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fecond part of my Remarks to my friend, as 
I Wis pbliged by promife to do, I let him 
know, that though I fent them to him, as I 
had drawn them up in obedience to his com- 
mands, yet I judged them perfeftly needlefs 
after what had been fo worthily done already. 
I found foon after by a letter I received from 
him, that he and iome perfons to whom he 
ihewed my Remarks, were of opinion they 
ought to be publifhed. 1 re£fted it for fbme 
tene, but upon repeated importunity gave my 
confent. But I did not know of their being put 
to the prefs till I fiiw the advertifements in the 
publick papers. Now I find they are publifhed, 
I have written to Mr. Hett to defire him to 
take an opportunity of fending a copy to you, 
which I dcfire you to accq)t as a token of my 
unfeigned regard for you. The Sermoris you 
fent me I have read over with great pleafure, 
though I had fecn fome of them before. May 
the Lord blefs you in your afiiduous labours 
&r the good of his church. I am, with a moffc 
iincere efteem. 

Your affedionate brother, 

and humble fervant, 

JOHK LbLAND* 
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" - LETTER LXXV. 
From rnt itv. mr. Jones.* 

Ripton- Abbots (Handngdonihire) 1741. 

My MUCH HONOURED DOCTOR, 

I Received your kind letter with . all the emo^ 
tions of joy and fatisfaftion which fo friend- 
ly a favour ; could -excite in a grateful heart. 
The concern I had been a good while under^ 

R vanifhed 

^* The Editor knows little more of the Writer of this 
Letter than what 10 contained in the following Extraft 
from Dr. Doddridge's papers ; which, as it afibrds a pleaf- 
ing idea of Mr. Jones, and of a fmall circle of his. ac- 
quaintance, and does honoar to the Dodor*s catholic and 
^iendly difpofition^ he will venture to infert it. — ** Re* 
JbSHcns OH a vijit rteri'Vid from Mr. Jonis, Nov, 9, 1 736. 
— This day I enjoyed a great deal of the company of 
;ny pioa> and worthy friend, Mr. Jones of Ripton* Ab« 
bots; a clergyman, for whom I have the fincereft and 
tendereft refped. He (hewed me feveral papers ; efpeci- 
ally relating to Lady —, which I read with pleafure, and 
with confufion, when I obferved her ihining and eminent 
piety, which I think as confpicaous as moft I have ever 
feen ; her daily and nightly devotions, watching over her 
family as a guardian angel while they deep; referring^ 
as it were, all her other pallions into the love of God 
and her hufband; pafling through the world as a Aran* 
gcr in it, always lending homewards. What alfo I heard 
of Sir John — , Mr. R. Mr. B. and many others of the 
eftabliihed church, relating to their real goodnefs and 
zeal for the glory of God, and the falvation of their 

own 
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▼aniflied at once, and gave way to livelier and 
xnore ddighAd thoughts. Y^ hava kt my 
heart at laft upon a filk-cofliion, and now it 
refts eafy; and every remeiplifance of yoo afibids 
pleafurey and a profycBt of many new pleafures 
to come. For whtt can I ezpeft but pkafwe 
fiom the continuance of a fnendihip, whkh I 
6> tenderly value and fe highly ragud; and 
which, finn I MS \MM mtk ft, hw he* 
one or the gicateft fiomfiuts of wy ii£6m 

Had yon not WDOtB, I might ptmipt ham 
finjirifed you at yoti h a mp UMi> For it wonU 
have been worth wh3e to have taken fuch a 
journey, rather than have ^te loft b valuable 
a fiiendihip. I thank Mrs. Doddridge £6t ftlU 
ing out wkh you for nrgieA of wiittng to wem. 
You wiU kve her the move fer that^ and Ate 
you for fo readily miniftering eafe to die dt& 
trefloL So that I need not come over to ro^* 
eondle yoo \ and if the couimoa oUervation be 
true, it would not be iafe ibr me to do it. 
For the interpofing bet we en a man and his 
wife often bri^ the vengeance of both upon 
the reconciler. And I io well love both, that 

Iivould 

own fools ; pot mc to the grtiteft ibamCt when I com* 
pared it with my own ooprofiuble life; pardcnlvly 
what I few of fome hints» which Mr. Jones had drawn 
up for felf-exaaioation* which containtd fo mach etc- 
vated and fpiritoal derotioo, and betokened a mind t^ 
thoroughly devoted to the glory of God aad good of 
nankiod, that I thooght I had aever feoa aay ikiag of 
the kind that eqaalled it.'* 
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I would not forfeit mf ihare in the friendfhip 
•f eitker. 

I herewith fend you Dr. Waterland's traft 
en lUgeneration, and another on the fame fub» 
jeft. You will eafiljr diicem which is the great- 
er mafter, and has the deepeft infight. I fay 
no more. When you have done with the for- 
taaetf I fliall be glad to have it returned; as I 
may have fome occafion to review it. But I 
^ not iky tibia to haAen a friend who has i^ 
much bufinefs, therefore take your time^ and 
thai give us hope of ieeing your own piece 
upon the argument.* For I ftill ¥mn« to fee 
it treated in a more praftical and aflFefting waj« 
Hiere is ttot ib much life and ipirit as I could 
wifli in die treatife I moft value of the twow 
But the attdior'a judgment feems to me to be 
accurate and folid : yet perhaps it may not ap- 
pear altogether fo to you. 

. I do GordiaUy thank you for your very csu^ 
didreiaarks on my little Book ;t which I ihall 
duly confider, and make the moft proper alter* 
ations in my power. I come into the juftnei^ 
of feveral of them at once. Others require time 
to weigh them more fully. 

Mr. Jennings! is, I bdieve, a worthy pcrfon, 

for whom I have a due regard. I hope by 

R 2 degrees 

* See Note in page 197. 

t Serions and Frieadl/ Adrice» drc. 

I Son of Mr. JeaaaagH l>r. Doddridge's tater^ and 
nephew of the Rev. Dr. David Jennings. 
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degrees to cultivate a fjwthor acquaintance and 
friendfhip with him. May he tread in the fteps 
of his pious uncle, of whom I have an high 
opinion : for he has a great deal of candour joint- 
ed with his piety, and much ufcfiil learmng 
and judgment added to both. I hope the fii- 
ture generation will furnifh out a large number 
of fuch perfcns. Your cohdud and temper pave 
the way towards fo happy an efFeA: and I 
truft there are many in our communion who 
dticover a like fpirit (the genuine fpirit of the 
gofpel) tending to union and love. 

I had the pleafure of feeing and converfing 
with Mr. Warburton on his return from Loil> 
don. He is, I believe, all that you fry of him, 
a fincere and good, as well as a mc^ learned 
man, and a true friend to our holy religicm 
and its intereft. May God prbfper him in his 
endeavours to promote both ! He has promifed 
to call upon me at this place about the begin- 
ning of winter. When you write to him, pray 
prefent him with my very beft refpeds. 

Shall I declare my mind in one word about 

your printed Letter?* You may think my 

friendfhip and efteem for the author may bias 

my judgment. I think otherwifc : for I laid 

down all partiality, as far as I could poffibly 

diveft myfelf of it: and I declare ingenuoufly, 

as I have done to others, that it is the beft 

and handfomeft controverfial piece I remember 

ever 

• To the Autlior of Ctriftiaoity not founded on Ar* 
gument. 
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ever to. have read. As you have wifely adopt- 
ed a fcheme-and method difFerent frorri that of 
others, fo I could almoft wifti that you alone, 
or but a few befides and like you, had a royal 
patent for' writing on fuch fubjefts as thefc, 
and particularly in anfwer to our modern op- 
pofers; who indeed have given great provoca* 
tions, but not enough to make you forget (and 
I wifh none others did) that " the fervant of 
the Lord muft not ftrive, &c/* 

That experimental religion, which you pru- 
dently, as well as pioufly give famples of, and 
no lefs aptly apply, muft afFeft the hearts, even 
of infidels in fecret. Go on, dear Sir, and profl 
per, and the Lord be with you, and fucceed 
all your lalbours for the fervice and fupport of 
the one true religion. 

Were the clergy of this kingdom to draw 
up addrefles of thanks to a perfon, who has 
*fo fignally ferved the common caufe, I fhould 
be one of the firft to join in the grateful ho^ 
mage. And I rejoice to find,' that fome of 
the itioft judicious of our communion have ient 
you their congratulations. I am glad to hear 
fuch • a refpedable perfon as Mr. Ly ttelton of 
Worcefterfhire is on our fide. May God in- 
creafe the number of fuch 1 

I long to fee your fecond Letter, which I 

faw advertifcd in thelaft paper, and will have 

both, and communicate and recommend them, 

if it pleafe God, I live a little longer. 1 would 

R 3 gladly 
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gladly make them known to all feofiUe fofotm 
in England. But they wUl be known. 

You have undoubtedly feen Mr. Lowmaa^t 
excellent Diflertation on the civil governamt 
of the Hebrews I which it highly approved of 
by Biihop Sherlock* aod others of qur ^omnmr 
liion.* 

I find Biikop Godeau (of Graft and Vence) 
hath written d paraphrafe on St Paul's epiftles. 
I have not feen it. But perhaps it may be 
worth your while to inquire after it, as you 
purpofe to proceed, Limborch on die Ada, 
IS much famed. Have you ieen Dn Bretti's 
DiiTertation on Liturgies ? Wherein he gives n 
particular turn to many tots vsk t{ie epifUes, 
which may be worth your notice. 

I have feme thoi^hts ftill, though now be- 
come fmint ones, of taking a ride to Northamp^ 
ton to fee you, my mudi beloved friend ^nd 
brother, before the approaching diiTolution of the 
road8. 

Were it not for your fiogular condefcenfiofi 
and goodaefs, w^iich 1 have abundantly exp^ 

rieoced 

^ •« The Retr* Mr. Lovvman was t diflhicing miBir* 
UT at ClapJiiis, ID Samy, ^e wfdu fooie TslsaUe 
traAs 00 the Hebrew Ritual, and JewiOi Antiquities. 
When I was publifliiog Dr. Ooddri4fe'8 ^xpofition on 
the Revelation, I ftudied that 3ook as carefully as I 
could; and fbaod more confidence and fatisfa^tion ia 
)x>wnian*t bpok oa the Revelation, than in any other 
commentatof whaiercr* I ntver knew him personally, 
but have heard mnch of hit learning, moderation, and 
fenoufnefs/* 

Mr, OrtOM f ikt Ed\tcr% 
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fluted on dl oeaiiiidm^ I fitTpeft I ihoukl neird* 
wtito t<x ^^^. or hiitttjr fycak in your pnkncA. 
But ifhile tke fididbar md nwi of ptr^ are fe 
vtfUe^ the cfarifton is mdre h ^ aod tHst m» 
courages me, mean as I am^ Mr enter into fSi- 
miliar freedom with yoiu Blame then your* 
ielf^ dear Sir, if I aflUme a freedom I have no 
right to. Your candour gives me right, and I 
gratefully acftjlt it» and flttll ftudjr to make a 
becoming ufe of it. Pray for me, as I do for 
you and yout^^ hmm§ wkk the trueft love and 
efteem^ 

Dear and «(oflrdiy Sir^ 
Ydttf yery faithfiri, oblige^ 
Ua mmSotOttt bxtldidf and iervant9 

J6H^ JoHts. 

P. S» Mrs. B. 4efirea me to return her 
.thanks for your prefent i Who t§ 6aw abne «t 
RiptM». the #eft of her itmily being gone to 
Londdn. She beftows her time to excellent 
purpofes» improving herfelf m ufeful know- 
kdgiDf &e. JShe is now reading, with great 
atteal^ and uncommon pleafure, BUhdp But- 
ler's , Analogy; and has latdy perufed with 
mudi fttisfaaion« Dr. Campbdrs Neceffity of 
Revelatxoo, and aUb Dn Bullock's Sermons on 
the Prophecies. Do you not thinks that I have 
great encouragement from the head of my parifli, 
whofe example, I obferve, has a good effeft on 
others. She takes excellent care of her fervants, 
and (eldom if ever fiuls to drop fomething ufe- 
R 4 ful 
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ful when fhe cooverfes with her tenants. I tm 
fure a){b fhe beftows much in charity^ and a 
good part of it to promote religion. We are 
to have your pamphlet read next Sunday even- 
ing in her parlour. 



LETTER LXXVI. 
From uk. Jsnnzngs.* 

REV. AND DEAR SIR» Jan. 12, 1741— t* 

IF I had refolved on publiihing * my Aftro* 
nomy, I could eaiUy have di^fed of thofe 
copies I have by me^ but as I had no fuch 
defign, I have parted with them as iparingly 
as I well could. However I have nuuie no re- 
folution againil publifhing it, with your emen- 
dations, which I hope you will bring with you 
next time you come to London, and* then we 
will talk ovtr this matter. 

I know of no very ftrange Phaenomenon of 
the Magellan-Clouds -, nor do I remember fo 
much as to have heard the name : if you mean 
the Southern Clouds, by the Conftcllation Phoe- 
nix, the account I have received of them, from 
failors, is that they appear much as the milky 

way, 

• Afterwards Dr. Jennings, an eminent divine and 
totor among the diil^nters, and author of the Jewifli 
Antiquities, in two volames ; an Introdudion to tke 
uif of the Globes, &c. 
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^tnsfi and are thertforc probably to be ac. 
counted for in the fame • manner, 1 forget 
what authors mention* them. As they are never 
fceii in our hemifphere, they are but little talkr 
cd of in this part of the • world. I remember 
I did hear ibme time ago, that fomebody had 
feen a iixth Satellite of SatUrn; perhaps it waft 
a new rmg^ but indifferent teldcopes, affifted 
by' a ftrong fancy, have fo often created Sa* 
rtellites and Cornets, and other celeftial Phaeno- 
mena, that I give little heed to fuch repo>rts, 
unlefs I have them from very good authority. 
I do not know what ends are ufually afligned 
of the Sun's motion; but we know that mo- 
tion is efiendal to all terreftrial fire; and why 
may it not be fo to the Solar Fire lik^wife? 
Motion produces fire, and keeps it burning. 
And by the way (fince you are upon expert- 
jnatits) let me'hint to you a pretty microfcopr- 
cal one, if you have it riot already. Strike fire 
with a flint and ftecl on a fhcet of paper; "ga- 
ther up the duft, and put it into your microf- 
cope, andt'yba ^ill .fee round iron • balls : which 
/hews that the motion of ftriking, heats the 
fteel even to fufion ; or, * that every fpark is a 
drop of melted fteel, which forms itfelf into 
a*fpherei for the fame reafon that the drops of 
rain are globular. > Marly of theiie liquid fpheres 
will be broken and thrown into irregular fhapes 
by their falling on' the paper before they arc 
Tufficiently cooled; but you will fee many per- 
feft fpkcres. My third magnifier fticws them 

as 
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m Hg f pen* tf 7** micrafispc (whiAl 
lUak a WiU0a*») WM-iorewMi t» » pill* fluid, 
ing <N» a padqflaii* ib. as thai, it IkoiiU htag 
inj^eadkotar, and • plain i ^ fl afli ii g , fpdndiiili 
nder it, it WHild be a gnat kapt&fm>mtt 
and mak* ik to be* •» tlie wlwl^ ikt beft 
jbft of inisrf^cope that h» yet been pahiUhtA. 
So much for PhiMvhy.— 'Now for Bcflffaflifa. 
The ediibitiona to your pu[pla am idl coadaftf- 
tit wad M fidasy ocdcrod to you for an afifltti^ 
9a. 

My wife wiitvs Iwi joys wick nioB, ok a0> 
cowit of Mn« Dod#idg^ seoowwy fyqn b» 
im iadtlpofitiaB. Ho one p^» yw tlie eoa». 
jH«B comfduneBC of die kttoBt a miitm M 
fi^tUt want £neereiy than 

Your moi aflSiftfeiii bcwihei^ 
' andob%cd bnmbk ^ervanf^ 

Datip JsMmfM. 

L £ T T £ E LXXVIL 

London^ Jan. 5» 17^— ^y, 
KEV. ANP OEAB.SIR« 

INecd to make an apology fot not writing 
to you iboncr. The truth is, I have wai^ 
cd from day to day in hope of bcmg able to 
kwi you a Catalogue of Dr. Watts's Manu- 

icripts: 
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fcrq^ts : but though I cannot do tfafttj, yet your 
kind prdent, both inteUedhial and animal^ whkh 
|» tome ftfe to hand and in' good ooiidition» 
rsquires my fpeedy a$ well as aioft hearty 
thAnhi. 

i fiippofe you know, that Dr. Watts hto Idft 
Mr. Neal and his Brother, Mr. Enoch Watta^ 
joint executors. I find Mr. Neal does not 
choofe to meddle with the Manufcripts juft at 
l^refent When he does, you fhall have imme- 
diate notice. I believe we (hall not have near 
fb much trouble in publifhing the Dodtor's Ma^ 
nuicripts as I expeded^ when he acquainte4 me 
with his defign of committing them inP part 
to my care, which was three or four years 
agO} for finoe dien he has publilhed inoft of 
the MMpicripts he defigned for the preis, io 
that,' as I learn ifroni Mr. Parker,* there is lit^ 
de if any thing more remaining of that iort 
than the fecond part of the Improvement of 
the Mind. He tells me there are alio fome 
miicellaneous things in the manner of his Re* 
)iquise Juveniles i but whether enough to make 
a volume, and whether intended by him for the 
preis, I cannot iky. 

If I ihould be engaged in drawing up the 
Db&oPs Charafter, I an^ much obliged to you 
for the judicious hints yoa have fumiihed n^ 
wiA for that purpose. 

Mr. Price was appointed yefterday to fucceed 

D^. 
^ Dr. Watcs's AmanoenAhr 
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Dr. Walts in Coward's truft, with great utm^ 
nimtty. 

I mofft fincerely rejoice in the blefling of God 
isiiich attends your vakiabie labours both at 
home and abroad. I hope I (hall have occafion 
to write to you again very ibon; in the meant 
time I am 

Your affcftionate and much obliged 

humble fervant, 
D. Jennincs. 

Since I wrote the above, Mr. Keniucott (who 
fends his compliments to you) called on me, 
and . (hewed me a Critique of his on that ob- 
fcure line in the laft wofds of David, although 
prjf houfe^ (^c. 



LETTER LXXVIIL 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, June 20, 1749. 

IConfider myfelf as greatly obliged to you 
and fame other /riends for the honour they 
have procured me, which I was certified of by 
a diploma received on Friday laft. As for the 
title itfelf, I muft own it is ftill a queftion with 
me, Cui Bono ? However I know you join 
with my other good friends in that devout wifh, 
Pfalm xlv. 5, (old tranflation) good luck have 

thou 
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thou with thine hmtmr. " The only benefit of 
this new tide, which I can at prefent think of 
^, that it m\\ fave me from being called old 
Mr. Jennings, in diffinftion from my Son, who 
fs looking towards matrimony; and which will 
probably, before the end of the fummer, fet- 
him above the title of Mafter J—. 

Mr. Neai was of opinion, that the perform- 
ances of two of our pupils, who paft an exami- 
nation yefterday, were a greater honour to their 
tutor, dian a Dodorate from the moft ancient 
univerfity in Scotland, or even iqi Europe* I 
am fore they gave me much more pleafure. 

I fhotdd be glad to hear whether you have 
read over Dr. Watts*s Manufcript, and in what 
condition you find it. I heartily thank you for 
your excellent Thankfgiving Sermon. I am 
your affedtionate brother Doftor, 

and humble fervant, 

D. Jennings. 



LETTER LXXIX. 
From mr. Blair.* "^ 

R£V« SIR, Athelftaneford, Feb. 2;, 1741—2. 

YOU will be juftly furprifed with a letter 
from one whofe name is not fo much 
as known to you : nor fhall I offer to make 

♦ Author of the Grzvc, 



n» LSTTEJtS TO AKO f*RdM 

ei wkfa yov fcribiit 1 €n afliire yoo I am 
QO finrnfcr to your merit as an attthor^ aeitiiir 
am I altogeAfr imarqHainted with your peribii« 
al charaOer, hsmng otben heard honourabto 
mentum made of you by my much rcfpefted 
and worthy frietids^ Colonel Gardiner and Ladf 
Frances. About ten months ago^ Isdj Fmn* 
oes did me die favour to tranfmit to me tomn 
manttfiatpt hymns of yours, with wh^ I was 
wwKkfiully dd^htcd. I wiOt I could, on my 
put, cmcribute in any mca&re to your en* 
tertammcnt, as yoa have ibmetimes done to 
mine in a very high degree. And diat I may 
fliaw how willing I am to do £>, I have defir« 
ed Dr. Watts to tranfinit to you a manuioript 
Poem of Qmie, entitled the Grsnmi writton, I 
hope, in a way not unbecoming my proleffion 
as a minifier of die gofpel i though the greateft 
part of it was compofed feveral years before I 
was clothed with (b (acred a charafter. I was 
urged by Ibnie friends here, to whom I ihew- 
ed it, to make it publick ^ nor did I decline it, 
provided I had tl^ approbation of Dr. Watts, 
from whom I have received many civilities, and 
for whom I had ever entertained the higheft 
r^ard. Ycfterday I had a letter from the 
Dr. fignifying his aj^robatbn of the piece in 
a manner moft obliging. A great deal le6 
from him, would have done me no {mall ho- 
nour. But at the fiune time he mentions to 
mt, that he had oflfered it to two bookfcU 

ler9 
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lers of his acquuntance, who, he tells me, dEd 
not care to tfxn fte rtft* dt pobUOiing it. 
They' tan (burce think (confidering how cridcal 
an 2gR we lire in with ttfycA to iich idnd 
of writings) that a peribn living three hundred 
miles fhxn Lmsdon could write (b, as to be 
^KOoepbMc to the fiilhionable and polite. Peit 
haps it maf be Co: though lEit the fame time 
I. ftuft (ay, in order to make it more gcne« 
rally liked^ I was obKgAl fometimes to go cro& 
to my own inclination) well knowing that what* 
eret Poem is written upon a ferious «gumejit» 
muft upon that very aecount fie under pecufiar 
difidvantages : and therefore proper arts muft 
be ded to make liich a piece go down wUk 
a licendoM age which cares for none of thele 
liiings. I b^ pardon for breakihg in upod 
momMts precious as youi^» and hta^ you will 
bis lb kind as to gf ve me your opinion of the 
Poem. I am) p 

^ 1R.evcrend Sir, 

Your mc^ humUc and obedient (ervant, . 

ROBSRT BisAXtii 



. i 
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LETTER LXXX, 
From the rev. mr. Farmer.* 

REV. SIR, London, March ii, 1741—2. 

I Take the firfl opportunity of acknowledging 
my obligation to you for the fiivour of 
your Sermon 5 which I cannot but greatly va- 
lue, both as a teftimony of your kind regard 
for me> and as a wife, and feafonable monitor. 
It is impoflible not to be imprcflTed with your, 
affeding reprcfentation of the evil and danger 
of negleding the fouls of men. When I feri- 
oUfly confider how important, how difficult and 
dangerous a truft is lodged in the minifters of 
the gofpel, when the care of immortal fouls is 
committed to us, I wonder that it is poffiblc 
(or us to think of any thing, but how to exe- 
cute that truft with the greateft faithfulneft 
and diligence. It is ftrange, that we do not 
want rather cautions, againft too great a folici- 
tude in our work, which might very much 
diftraft our thoughts and impair our health, 
than preffing exhortations and the moft folemn 
admonitions not to be flothful or negligent in 
a concern, which, when we think of at all, muft 
fwallow up our thoughts. But unhappy expe- 
rience too fully convinces me, that my zeal 
wants to be quickened, and that your attempt 
to ftir me up to greater adivity was too fea- 
fonable 
• Sec Note in page 137. 
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fonable and too neceflary. I fhall endeavour to 
improve your difcourfe to that end, for which 
you fo pioufly and kindly defigned it, and 
which it is fo wifely calculated to promote. 
But 1 fear the fcheme you propofe in the pre- 
face is not praAicable at Walthamftow, in its 
utmoft extent 5 that part of it which relates to 
the perfonal behaviour of a minifter, I fhall 
always regard, and pray God, that you may 
every day fee ftill more reafon to think, (and 
every day have a more delightful relifh of the 
thought) that by your example and inftrudion 
many minifters, and in confequence, the multi- 
tudes under their care, are made wifer and bet- 
ter, and quickened to greater diligence. 

I am very forry it was not in my power 
to ferve you in the affau- you wrote to me a- 
bout in your laft: pray convince me that you 
believe this by fending me fome frefh command^ 
fpr I am, 

Honoured Sir,' 
Your pioft obedient and obliged 
humble fervant, 
Hugh F^itM^a* 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXL 
From dr. Doddridgr.^ 

DEAR SIR J—, Nortbamptod, Dec. 8, 1742. 

PERMIT me frankly to fpeak my mind 
to you on a head, on which I fear to be 
filcnt, left I fhould fail in a branch of duty 
and gratitude to a gentleman to whom I think 
ipyfelf obliged, and whom I would gladly ferve 
to the beft of my little ability. Be not angry, 
when I tell you, I was heartily grieved at the 
liberties you took laft night in u(ing the ve- 
nerable name of the Ever Blefled God in (b light 
a manner; and in the needlefs appeals which* you 
made to him, as to things which would have 
been believed on* much lefs evidence than the 

word of Sir J . I have not heard fo much 

of that kind of language, except when paffmg by 
people of low education in the ftreets, for fomc 
years •, whether it be owing to the complaifancc 
with which gentlemen commonly treat our pro- 

feflion 

* He had refolution to reprove in a gentle, but effec* 
taal manner, profane or licentious words fpoken by per- 
fons of rank and fortune, and had the happy art of 
complimenting them upon fome good quality they pof- 
fefled, while he reproved their irregularities; and by 
thif means prevented their ihewbg any refeniment. Life, 
P* 263. 
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feffion, or, as I rather hope, to a fenfe of what 
is in itfelf reafonable and decent. 

I im fure, Sir, that your knowledge of men 
and things is capable of making converfation 
pleafant and improving, and of filling up your 
full Ihare in it without thefe dreadful expletives ; 
for dreadful I muft call them, when confidered 
in a view to that ftrift account which muft fo 
certainly, and fo quickly, be rendered up to Gqd 
for all our words as well as our aftions. I was 
the more folicitous. Sir, to mention the affair 
to you in confideration of your office as a 
Magiftrate ; the dignity of which muft certainly 
be moft effeftaally fupported by avoiding what- 
ever it might require you to punifh in others. 
In this view. Sir, permit me to entreat you to 
join your efforts with thofe of all other wife 
and good men to difcoi^ntenance, ' and if poffible, 
to drive out of the world this unprofitable 
enormity of fwearing in common converfation; 
concerning the evil of which, I am fure it is 
not neceffary to enlarge, when addreffing myfelf 
to a getldeman of your good underftanding. 

I conclude. Sir, with my moft affeftionate 
good wifhes and prayers for you, that the 
whole of your condud in every circumftance of 
life, may be fuch as will yield the moft pleaf- 
ing refledions in the awful hour of death, and 
the moft comfortable account before the divine 
tribunal to which we are haftening ; and in the 
ferious views of which, I have prefumed to 
S 2 give 
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gi^ you this trouble, ho^og you will efteem 
it, as it undoubtedly is, a ptxwf that I am 
ivich great finCerity, 

Honoufbl Sir, 
Your moft faithful 

and obedient humble iorvaut, 
Philip Doddridge.^ 



LETTER LXXXII. 

From dr« OLivxR.t 

SIR, Bath, JumtQr 15, 1743* 

AS Father Peter's roaft beef contained in it 
the qmnteflence of every thing that was 
good, (o a more ferious author &ys, that ingra* 
titude is the epitome of all other vices. How 
tmhappy then muft I be, who fo much defirc 
to (land fair in my worthy friend Dr. Dod- 
dridge's opinion, and at the fame time have 
given him fo much reafon to think very indif- 
ferently 

* After having written this Letter, the Oodtor made 
the following remark. — « I thooght it more refpe6tfal 
to write to Sir J—* on this occaiton, than to fpeak to 
him before the company ; hot it is a law I lay down to 
myfdf to do the one or the other, left I (hoold feem 
too indifferent to the honour of God, and the good of 
my friends, and the world about them.'* 

^ t An eminent Phyfician at Bath ; author of a PraAical 
Efiay on the Ufe and Abufe of Warm Bathing in Gouty 
Cafes. 
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farently of me. Indeed, Sir, I have received 
many favours at your bands, which would long 
ago have been acknowledged mth thankfulnefs^ 
had my adlons cotrefpomted with the fentiments 
6f my heart. But as 1 know you to be hap- 
py in a great Autre of chriftian virtues, I can* 
not doubt, but fbf^ivenefs is one in the Ain- 
ing catalogue* 

Your Anfwers to the tltful writer rf th# 
pamphlet, CMftianify fiot founded on Argumini^ 
gave me great pleafure. You effeftuaUy pludced 
that fnake out of all the grais under which htf 
had endeavoured to lie concealed; you difpelled 
the mifts and fogs with wMch he had endea- 
voured to obicufe die truth ; you plainly prov- 
ed, that the religion of Jefus was fbundid ^H 
the immutable bafis of the eternal difference 
between right and wrongs cMifimied and propa- 
gated by the moft folid arguments, and there- 
fore highly worthy to be embraced by • all rea- 
(bnable creatures. 

Horace's obfervation, difficile efi proprie com* 
numia dicere^ makes your Sermon on the ered- 
ing your County-Infirmary the more valuable. 
Publick charities have long been fo trite ^ a 
fubjeft in the pulpit, that vsre fcarce expeft any 
thing new from the ableft hands. But ypu^ 
Sir, have treated this worn out fubjeft in (q 
mafterly a manner, that the reader will find 
many of his fofteft paflions awakened into ten- 
dernefs and compaffion towards the fick aod the 
diftreffed, which had flcpt bcnummed under the 
S3 * warmcft 



i6a LETTERS TO AND FROM 

warmeft influences of the preceding diicourfes 
on that afi^efting topick. You write as if you 
felt, while feme others feem to defire that their 
brethren fhould feel what they themfelves were 
infenfiblc of. They write from the head, but 
you from the heart.— -But furely your applica- 
tion, induftry, and facility, are very iurprifing! 
How confcious are you of the true value of 
that ineftimable jewel — Time! How carefully 
xnoA you employ every moment, to be able 
to be ib extenfively ufeful in your generation! 
I do not believe any thing could interrupt your 
impetuous cpurfe, except it pleafed God to afflift 
yourfelf, or Mrs. Doddridge, with ilbefs, which 
I heartily wifh, for the fake of the world, may 
liot be the cafe. I am. 

Sir, 
Your mofl obliged humble fervant, 
William Oliver, 



LETTER LXXXIIL 
From the sai^e. 

GOOD SIR, Bath, November 12, 1744. 

I Return you my hearty thanks for the kind 
prefent you have made me of the two vo- 
lumes of your Family Expoiitor. Writing book? 
which may make men wifer and better ; im- 
prove 
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prove the mind, and corrcft the heart •, is fure- 
]f the nobleft effort of the human faculties^l 
It is the moft diffufive beneficence we are ca« 
pable of; it not only blefles our cotemporaries, 
but extends its happy influence to the moft 
diftant pofterity ! How unlike the glory of 
heroes and conquerors, is the glory of the au- 
thor of fuch writings ! How infinitely fiiperior ! 
How much more folid and fecure his pofleffion 
of it, which no turn of fortune, no accident 
can deftroy; and which all the tyrants upon 
earth cannot ravage from him. But how dif- 
ferent will their meditations be on the bed of 
ficknefs and languifhing 1 What comfort will 
thefe great deftroyers of mankind then feel 
from refleding on the millions of their fellow- 
creatures who have fallen facrifices to their am- 
bition, pride, or avarice; whom they will dread 
to meet in the world they are going to! what 
hope, what joyous confolation, (hall the good 
man feel in that trying moment, who has a 
well-grounded confidence, that he is juft enter- 
ing into a world of fpirits, where he fhall be 
received with the acclamations of multitudes; 
whom he will find enjoying the good efl^cfts 
of his pious labours ! I do not doubt. Sir, 
but you will be this happy man ; and long 
may you continue to labour to fecure to your- 
felf this great, this unfpeakable felicity ! May 
the dear partner of all your joys long fhare 
them with you in health and chearfulnefs, to 
which I think myfelf happy to have in the 
S 4 kaft 
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leaft contributed. I beg you will rtake h&t 
my beft compliments, and beliere me, with trui 
reipecii. 

Sir, 
Your moft obliged and obedient fervant, 
t§ W. Olitbr, 

Be pleafed to prcTent my humble fervice to 
Dr. Stonhoufe. A letter of his is juft come 
to my hands, by which I perceive that his 
kindnefs to our Hofpital has been ihamefully 
negle(£i:ed, but t will anfwer it very foon. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

FftbM THB SAMt. 

MY GOOD FRIEND, Sept. ig, 1751. 

I Am forry that your fweats are come on more 
violently, but I hope change of air will 
take them ofF. I will prepare every thing for 
you to make your journey comfortable, as far 
as it 16 in my power. Your friend Mr. Warbur- 
ton has got the Secretary of the Poft-Office to 
write to the Captain of the Packct-Boat at 
Falmouth, that he may give you the beft ac- 
commodations poflible in your Voyage. I have 
juft now talked with Mr. King, who promifes 
me a large, roomy, cafy chariot, which will 
break the jolts of a ftony road. I have juft 

been 



THE R£V. DR. DODDRIDGE;. a6^ 

been with the good Countefs, who promifes 
that things fiiall be readjr for your reception 
to-morrow night. 

You may now fee, my dear Sir, that virtue 
and religion are not entirely without their re* 
wards in this world. All who know you are 
alarmed for you, for themfelves, for mankind. 
All run with zeal to your afflftanee ; and who- 
ever can in the leaft contribute to your ede^ 
or welfare, rejoices in having ever fb little % 
fhare in fo good a work. But Pi^videhce a^ 
lone kno^^ whether you haVe yet fuUy an- 
fwered the gracious purpofes for which yoil 
were fent amongft us. If you have ! —we ought 
to be thankful, and to refign you with gratis 
tude. We humbly hope it nlay be no oiFencei: 
Aat We pray to have you y^t a little while 
longer continued^ wher^ you do fo much good; 
and where, to mortal eye, you will be fb 
much \i9mited When taken from us. 

Wtf all hope to fee you (afe here to-m6ht>iir 
night ; and join in our refpefts to your guarw 
diati angel. I isim. 

Pear Sir, 
With moft cordial love and efteem, 

your moft afiedionate friend, 
W. Oliveiu 



LETTfeft 
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LETTER LXXXV. 
From dr. Newton.* 

DBAR SIR, Hertford-College, Jan. j6, 1745. 

YOUR two Sermons I have perufed with 
much plcafure ; and hope they have had, 
and will have, the good eflfeft intended by the 
pious and learned author.' I fhould readily have 
complied with the requeft erf" the Conrniittce, 
and have preached at the opening of your In- 
firmary, if the multiplicity of bufinefi I have 
at prefent upon me would have permitted. But,' 
whoever fhall do it, he will make ufe of the 
motives to the Charity which you have men- 
tioned in your Serm6n at the firft opening of 
tiic fchcmc; and I think he will not be able 
to prefs them in a more afFeAing manner. — 
Bifhop Burnet in the Hiftory of his own Times, 
fpeaking of Nairn, fays, " That he confidered 
the Paftoral Fundion as a Dedication of the 
whole man to God and his fervice," And who- 
ever reads your Difcourfe on the Evil and 
Danger of negledling the Souls of Men, will, 
I think, be convinced, that you are of the fame 
op'mwn. I have made fome few alterations in 
the Statutes communicated to you by Mr. Tho- 
rold -, and intend in about a twelvemonth's time 
to publifh them, with reafons for particulars 

annexed; 

• Principal of Hcrtford-Collegc, Oxford. 
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annexed ; and with a refolution to confider any 
advice that fhall be given me. And, in the 
mean time, ihould be glad to fee what hath 
been your plan of education fince the year 1729. 
Mr. Hunt gives his fervice to you, and is 
glad to have his Dijfertation approved by fb 
good a judge. He is, at prefent, engaged by 
Dr. Mead in fii)ifhing a work which was left 
imperfedl by Pocock,, the Son. It is a Latin 
tranflatipn of . Ahdollatiph*^ Natural Hiftory of 
Egypt from the Arabic. A9 foon as he has 
done this, he will go on to print, his DiJ/eria^ 
tions on the Proverbs : one of which he has 
herewith fent you, as it agrees with what you 
have faid of Proverbs xxvi. 7, in your Notes 
to your Sermon on the Northampton-Infirmary, 
which he likes very much* I fhall be glad to 
fee you either in Oxford or Laundon^Grangey 
whenever it fuits your convenience. And am 
with great eftcem, and with my fervice to Dr* 
Stonhoyfe^ 

Dear Sir, 
Your aiFeftionate friend and fervant, 

Richard Newton. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
From the sau£. 

' D&AR StR, Hertford-College, April 2, 1744. 

I Am atlha]3l6d td own, and hope you havft 
foi^otv how long it is fince I was &1r6ured 
with a kind lettd- from yt)U. The truth is, 
though I have not had any ill health to com^ 
plain of as the occafion of my delay, (and k« 
mcnt that you have had,) yet, of the fuperfeta- 
tions of bufinefs, which you fpeak of, 1 have 
had plenty. I very much approve of the fum- 
mary account of your method of education giv- 
in in the cortduA of your Pupil^ during the 
feries of his academical ftudies between pages 
the 1 2th and 20th. But, I know, you do not 
expcft that every fcholar, deferving to have your 
afliftance, fhould have Mr. StefFe's parts ; nor 
believe, but that many, who may not be able 
to reach his attainments, may yet be very ufe- 
ful in the miniftcrial office. However, there is 
rtc harm in making a perfeft model. Some few 
may have ardour enough to come up to it : 
more will try to approach it : thofe who (hall 
get but half way, will not be without compe- 
tent learning to do a great deal of good with, 
if there be not a deficiency in paftoral care and 
fKrfonal charaAer. I have not yet read Mr. 
Chandler's Reply, nor indeed any thing written 

on 
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on the flibjeft. But, I hope, to find time to 
do it, which I have not at prefent. I hare 
two parts of what you have ^d in anfwer to 
Chriftianity not founded on Argument at the 
Grange, whither I fhall carry fome other of your 
performances, and where I may have the op- 
portunity of reading them, as I have thofe Let- 
ters, with much fatisfaftion. There, when I 
fhall have the favour to fee you, we may talk 
over matters more freely than perhaps either 
you at I care to write about them. In the 
mean time, believe me, what I am. 

Your affectionate friend and fervant, 

R. Nbwtok. 



LETTER LXXXVn. 

From dk. Lardner. 

Hoxton-Sqaare, IxMidon, March 4,1 742-»5. 
DEAR SIR, 

IAm obliged to you for prefents of feveral 
of your very valuable performances, and 
tiave nothing new to fend you in return. In- 
deed, it is not apt to fit uneafy on the mind» 
to be indebted to a man of your merit. Ne- 
verthelefs, I would humbly entreat yoii to ac« 
cept of this iet of the Credibility of the Gof- 
pel Hifbry, ib far as is publifhed. I cannot 
tell whether you have every volume already. 
However, I fuppofe, that this third edition of 

the 
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die firft part, which is reckoned more beaall- 
ful than the former, may be new to you. I 
heartily wi(h you fuccefs in your ufeful labours 
of various kinds, and am. 

Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 
Nathaniel Lardner* 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 
From the same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, Feb. a6, 1744 — S- 

I Am obliged to you for your letter of Feb. 
9 ; and I heartily thank you for the kind 
prefent of The Rife and progrefs of Religion^ which 
IS writ with all your ufual life and fpirit. And 
I fincerely pray that it may be ufeful for a* 
wakening and quickening many. I do not know 
how it came to pafs, that you had the Ser- 
mon for Dr. Hunt no fooner, for Mr. Waugh 
had early orders about it. I rejoice that yoa 
zxt fo well recovered; and hope your health 
will be eftablifhed, that you may with pleafure 
proceed in your ufeful defigns. I make no doubt 
but you will throw a great deal of new light 
upon the Book of the Adls. They who ftudy 
and explain the fcriptures in general, or how* 
ever the Books of the New Teftament, from 
the beginning to the end, in a continued courfe, 

(as 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE, tyt 

(as you and fomc other among us arc doing,) 
have a great advantage for improving themfelveat 
and others, I (hall be very glad to fee your 
papers about Profelytes. I apprehend that they 
who moft attend to the prefcriptions of the 
law of Mofes about them, will beft underftand 
the fentiments of the Pharifees in the time of 
Chrift and his Apoftles. For it fo happened, 
that thofe men were moft zealous for the pe* 
culiarities of the law, when divine Providence 
intended to relax or abrogate them. This ap- 
pears from Jofephus. The eiunity againft ftrang- 
ers or foreigners ran very high among them. 
I do not certainly know, whether you have ever 
met with three or four chapters of Maimonidcs, 
tranflated and publifhed by Dr. Prideaux. If 
you were to read that work, you might judge 
how far the now common prevailing notion of 
two forts of Profelytes is borrowed from the 
Jews. I have not the book by me, though I 
once read it. You might confider what privi- 
leges Maimonides allows to thofe who obierve 
the Noachical Precepts, as they are called, for 
I do not now recoiled them. I have great 
reafon to be well plcafed, that you are not 
offended at my hiftory of the Maniclieans. 
They arc a people, with whom very few of 
late feem to be well acquainted. Some fpeak 
of them as if they were atheifts : whereas, cer- 
tainly, they were chriftians. Though I have 
vindicated them upon fome occafions, I have 
left them chargeable with many errors and ab- 

furdities. 
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We MfL QD rcaxxi to dUcoungc 
the I hii ing i^ tfacr chanAers. Xime was^ 
irivm cfe Popilk mrkcrs always called the Cal* 
iiatiEst Mankbeans. Before die refivmation, in 
tile fiftuiith centiirjv thofe chriftians that op- 
pofad the tfnnnf of the church of Rome were 
eftcn b ciHecL I dunk there were burnt twdve 
ptrfias at oooe m feme cttjr of the Soothem 
pvt of France^ called Manichcana. What Beao- 
iEibce net wkh of diat kind, about thofe tunea, 
ocfaiomrd hia inifuig nd writing the Hiftory 
of Manirhfifim in two Yolximea. And, if Us 
<k%a had been finiflird, he would have come^ 
jDfwn to the tunes joft precrding the refbrma* 
tioo. Yoo are pleafed to invite me to men* 
don remarks upon four cacceUent Paraphraie of 
dK Gospels. I ihatt therefore juft pn^c^ one 
diiqgs idating feo Luke xviii. 35, which we 
tranflate W4S imm nigh\ you, was yet nigh. I 
have heard your tranflation of ^yyi^sty difputed. 
Mmeovtr, according to St Luke, our Saviour 
was not yet come to Jericho. Can you then 
offer any thing fivther in defenfe of your in* 
terpretatkxi ? 

I ihall detain you no longpef» than to make 
Sl tender of my rc^)eAful ialutati(»i6 to Mrs. 
Doddridge, and entreat your acceptance ^f my 
hearty wiihes for the long continuance of your 
health and extenfive ufefiihieis. I am. 
Dear Sir, 
Your afieetionate friend 

and £uthiul homble icrvanf^ 

N. LaRDN£R. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

From the same. 

London, Dec. 3I9 174S' 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

I Think I did as good as make a promife to 
fend you fome remarks upon the third vo- 
lume of your Family Expojiiar. I hope you will^ 
of your own goodnefs, apologize for the long 
delay of performing it. You have happily 
thrown a great deal of light upon the jiils of 
ihe Apojtles. I am particularly obliged to you 
for the honourable mention which you have 
been pleafed to make of me upon many occa- 
fions. I likewife thank you for aflerting and 
confirming the opinion, that the Jews had not 
Jus Gladii in the time of our Saviour. I am- 
alfo well pleafed to fee, how clear you keep 
of the now common opinion about Profelytes of 
the Gate^ and how you at fometimes overthrow 
it by good reafons. Neverthelefs I fhall take 
the liberty to obferve a few particulars, about 
which I hefitate, as alfo fome other things. 

Page 18. Note (k.) You fay, with many others, 
that there was then no Mujly or new Wine. But 
where wines are made, they have two forts of 
Muft, that very new, and fome a little older, 
but not fo fit for drinking, as when a year old, 
or more. I ftiall refer to a paflage or two 

T of 
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of Augujlin. de fleref. Manich^orum^ c. 46 : Nee 
miifii aliquid vel recentiffimi forbent. Therefore 
there were two forts of Muft. And De Morib. 
ManicJu 1. 2. c. 44. Nam Mufto recentiore fer^ 
verfitas fenfuum citius folet accidere. 

Page c^d^ ^7. Holy Child J ejus. Methinks, 
that would be better rendered holy Son Jefus^ or 
facred Servant Jefus. The original word na- 
turally bears thofe fenfes. You know how the 
Romanifts frequently paint Jefus in arms : and 
that they pay a wonderful devotion to the childy 
or infant^ Jefus. Whereas, at fpcaking thofe 
words, Jefus was exalted. 

Page 78. NegleSied: 7rap-73Mf^,7o. I have a 
notion, that word fignifies overlooked^ or quite 
omitted and neglefted. But I want authorities 
for that fenfc, and ftiall be glad, if you meet 
with them, to be favoured with an account of 
them by you. 

Page 82. There is an interpretation of Zi- 
bertineSy which you, and I, and all our authors 
have neglefted. But I may not ftay to give a 
particular account of it. 

Page 130. Note (1.) I do not fee any proof, 
that the Eunuch was baptifed by immer/ion. Nor 
were you under any neceflity of allowing it. 
He and Philip went but of the chariot to the 
water, and ftood in the water, and Philip poured 
fome of the water upon him. To be baptifed 
in the chariot was unbecoming the folcmnity 
of the ordinance. It was proper to go out, 

and 
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and ftand, and make a folemn profeflion of faith^ 
and be initiated by Philip. All the reafonings 
of Mft B. and others, for immerfion, taken 
from the Eunuch's getting out of the chariot, 
have appeared to me inconclufive, not to fay- 
weak and trifling. Nor do I fee reafon to 
think, that John the Baptifl ufed immerfion, 
but rather otherwife. The frequent ufe of iaih^ 
ing in thofe countries is a confideration of lit- 
tle moment here. Men might fo wafh them- 
felves. But among all the wafhings and puri- 
fications in the Old Teftament, there is not, I 
fuppofe, one inftance of any perfon being dip- 
ped or immerfed by another. It is contrary to 
decency, and to the refped we owe to one ano- 
ther. As for the baptifm of Jewilh Profelytes, 
I take it to be a mere fiftion of the Rabbins, 
by whom we have fufl^ered ourfelves to be often 
impofed upon. 

Page 130. Note (m.) concerning the Spirit's 
falling upon the Eunuch. I take that to be 
a bold addition or interpolation of the Critic, 
that modelled the Alex. MS. or the copies 
from which it was taken. I refer you tcj R. 
Wetftein's Praef. page 4, to the fecond edi- 
tion of Maftricht's, or Wetftein's New Tefta- 
ment, Amft. 1735, who fays of the writer of 
that Manufcript, omnia deniqtie pro liihitu inter-- 
polarity 6?f. Whatever probability there may 
be, that the Eunuch did then, or fometimc 
after, receive the Spirit, I think, that claufc 
not to be any part of the New Teftament. 
T 2 Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding what I have faid, undoubtedly^ 
the Alexandrian Manufcript is an invaluable 
trcafure. 

Page 243. Ch. XV. v. 29. Note (s.) I think, 
you juftly look upon that equitoble rule, to be 
an interpolation m that place. And I believe 
that if you had recoUeded what I have offer- 
ed relating to it in the chapter of St. Cyprian, • 
vol. 4^ pages 771, 772, and page 780—798, 
particularly from 798 to 8k), you would have re- 
ferred to it. I thought, then, that I had good 
reaibn to take a great deal of pains about the 
right reading of that text.. 

Page 2, of Addit. NoteSy N**- 3. is a beau- 
tiful paflage : but perhaps too fevere upon the 
ancient -hereticks. You remember, the words 
there cited are not the words of Eufebius him- 
felf, but of another writer, of no great impor- 
tance. And the perfons, whom he treats fo 
roughly, and harftily, admitted the New Tefta- 
ment and the Chriltian Revelation, though they 
had difficulties about the Old Teftament, which 
they were not able to folve, and which perhaps 
were not well folved for them by others. Yea, 
as it feems, there were not many of them, who 
totally rejefted the Old Teftameni^ have ta- 
ken notice of this palTage, V. 3. p. 43 — 48. 

I have now written a long letter, which, if 
you pleafc, you may look over at fome leifure 
hour: and even then, I wifh it may not prove 
tedious. You will be fo good as to excufc 
bad writing. 

I have 
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I have not yet read Dr. ASddklon^s new book 
about the Miraculous Powers in the Church. 
I was of a difFerent opinion from him: but 
muft review it. I imagine you can, without 
difficulty, refer me to fome paflages in Eufebius 
relating to that matter, with regard to extraor- 
dinary affiftances of Martyrs in his time, and 
fome other things. I fhould be glad of the 
favour of your references to what you judge 
the moft material paflages of this kind in that 
author. 

I have read the firft volume of Mr. Bower's 
Hiftory of the Popes, and am much pleafcd 
with it. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your fincere and afFedbionate friend, 

and humble fervant, 

N. Lardner. 

P. S. I am obliged to you for your kind 
prefents of Mr. Shepherd's Sermons, and your 
own upon John vii. 37. 



T 3 LETTER 
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L E *r T E R XC. 

From the bishop of Oxford,* 

REV. SIR, Cuddcfdcn, Sept. 29, 1743. 

I Return you many thanks for your favourable 
opinion both of my Sermon and its au- 
thor, though expreffed in a manner, which you 
would have forborn, if you had known me bet- 
ter. Plain men fhould be treated in a plain 
way : and nobody fhould have things faid to 
him, which he doth not deferve-, and ought 
not to hear if he did. Let us all endeavour to 
do what good we can : and give thofe who 
feem to endeavour it faithfully, the comfort of 
knowing we think they do : but never tempt 
one another to forget we are unprofitable fer- 
vants. I am in no danger of tranfgrefling this 
rule, when I fay, that I have read your works 
with great fatisfaftion, and I hope fomc benefit: 
and both rejoice and wonder, that in the midft 
of your other occupations you continue able, as 
I pray God you long may, to oblige your 
fellow chriftians fo often and fo highly from 
the prcfs. Indeed it muil and oifght to be 
owned in general, that the diflcnters have done 
excellently of late years in the fervice of chrifti- 
anity ; and I hope our common warfare will make 
us chiefly attentive to our ccnimon intcreft, and 
unite us in a clofer alliance. I believe, on the 
beft enquiry I can make, that what 1 have 

faid 

^ Dr, Seeker. 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 279 

faid in favour of our Charity-Schools is true. 
And you do very well to propagate a fenfe of 
religion amongft your own people by the fame 
method. I have read Dr. Watts's Eflay on the 
fubjedl, which fell into my hands but yefter- 
day, with much pleafure, and a little furprife, 
to fee in how many points we have coincided : 
an evidence, I prefume, that we are both in 
the right. I congratulate you heartily on the 
profpefl: you have of fuccefs in your Hofpital : 
and as I am very fenfible of what peculiar 
advantage it would be to have one at Oxford, 
fo I have not only taken all opportunities of 
expreffing ahd inculcating my opinion, but fhould 
long before nOw have made fome trial what 
could be done in the matter ; if hopes had 
not been given me, that Dr. RadclifFe's Truftees, 
.when his Library is finifhed, will employ fome 
part of the refidue of his money in this ex- 
cellent work. You were much to blame in not 
letting me fee you at Glocefter : and the Bifhop, 
when he knows it, will be as forry as 1 am, 
that you pafled by us in the manner you did. 
The time of my being in town and that of 
your coming thither, I am afraid, are different. 
But if any occafion bring you near me, either 
there or here, I beg you will not think you 
need any introducer: for I am with great ef- 
teem and regard. 

Rev. Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 

Tho. Oxford. 

T 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XCI. 

From the same. 

St. James's, Weibninfter, Feb. it, 1744— 5* 
REV. SIR, 

I Thank you for your candid reception of my 
finall Remarks. Your favourable opinion 
of the Church of England gives me no fur- 
prife, but much pleafure. And as I agree with 
you heartily, in wifhing, that fuch things as 
we think indifferent, and you cannot be brought 
to think lawful, were altered or left free, in 
fuch a manner, as that we might all unite: fb 
I have no reafon to believe, that any one of 
the Bi(h9ps wiihes otherwife: and I know fome 
that wifti It ftrongly, whom I fear many of 
the diflenters take to be of a different fpirit : 
nor perhaps were the body of the clergy ever 
fo well difpofed to it, as now. But flill I fee 
not the leafl profpeft of it. For they who 
fhould be mofl concerned for it, are moft of 
them too little fo. And of others, few that 
have influence think it can be worth while, ei- 
ther to take any pains, or fpend any time, a- 
bout matters of this nature : and too many 
judge the continuance of a feparation ufeful to 
their particular fchemes. Amongfl thefe lalt, 
the enemies of religion are apt to confider the 
diflenters as their allies againft the Eftablifhcd 
Church. But as I hope, they will never have 

caufc 
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caufe to join in any deiigns againft it: fo I 
am fully perfuadcd, they will never think a 
combination with fuch perfons juftifiable, either 
in point of prudence or of confcience. 

The Bifliop of Glocefter 'defires you to ac- 
cept his thanks and compliments : and I am» 

Rev. Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Tho. Oxford* 



LETTER XCn. 
From the archbishop of Canterbury.* 

REV. SIR, Lambeth, July 21, 1749. 

I Have been, fince I received your Letter, in 
a very difagreeable fituation, moving my fa- 
mily to Lambeth. 

I have a very true regard and honour for 
you, and ftiall be moft fincerely glad to fee 
you, whenever your alFairs bring you to Lon- 
don. I have objeftion but to two days within 
the time you mention from the 24th inftant, 
to the 10th of Auguft, which are Wednefciay, 
July 27, and the Saturday following. I am 
always at home, and the fooner my friends call 
upon me in the morning fo much the better. 
I am at leifure conftantly by nine. 

I muft 
♦ Dr. Seeker. 
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I muft beg the favour of you to give my 
fcrvice to Mr. and, if you pleafe, Mrs. Weft. 
I cannot go to fettle at Croydon this . fummer, 
for reafons very apparent to a man that knows 
any thing of cleaning and furnifhing houfes, 
called Palaces. I am. 

With moft fincere efteem. 
Rev. Sir, 
Your obliged and aflured friend, 
Tho. Cantuar • 



LETTER XCIir. 
From the same. 

REV. SIR, Lambeth Houfe, Jane 27, 1751. 

I Am always glad to fee you. I fhall be at 
home on Saturday morning, and you re- 
member I am an early man. 1 Ihall be glad 
of any information on the fubjeft you mention, 
or on any other. I am, 

Rev. Sir, 

Your aflured friend, 
Tho. Cantuar: 



LETTER 
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LETTER XCIV. 
From dr. Doddridge.* 

Northampton, Odlober 13, 1748. 
MY DEAR FRIENTD, 

YOUR Letters, wife and good and kind, as 
they were cordial indeed, and felt as fuch, 
had perhaps remained fome weeks longer un- 
anfwered, if another had not reached me by 
the laft poft, on fuch an occafion as would 
admit of no delay -, but which, tenderly as 
you have adjufted the matter, neceflarily up- 
braids my former filence, and makes me quite 
aftiamed of it. Yet fure I am, you would 
pity me. If you knew what I am neceflitated 
to write. Indeed I fpend fo much time with 
my pen in my hand that I am aftoniflied at 
my own health, which was never better, ex- 
cepting a pain in my right hand, which grafp- 
ing the pen fo much has occafioned, and by 
which I fometlmes fear left any tendon be 
ftraincd, or perhaps contrafted : yet, J thank 
God, it feldom aiFefts any motion .but that 
which fccms to have produced it. Only my 
good friend, remember this when I feem un- 
grateful to fo much goodnefs as yours j which 
1 really think, frequent and conftant as my ad- 
drcfics to ihc' throne of grace for you are, 
and tenderly as my heart interefts itfelf in all 

the 
• To the Rev Mr. Wood of Norwich. 
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the concerns of your health, ufefidnefs and com- 
fort, I do not, and cannot,* by any means,. 
fuitably repay. 

Now I have begun I could ^Tite to you all 
day, and fill a great many (heets, were I to 
indulge my own inclinations*, but as I know 
I have but a few minutes to write in, I muft 
ufe them to the moft material piupofe that I 
can. But I cannot come to the important and 
aflFeding occafion and fubjed of your laft, till 
I have congratulated you and your good lady 
on your recovery and the rc-eftablifhment of 
your health to fuch a degree*, in which I 
adore that God, who hears prayers, for his 
compaflion to me and to his church. Ten- 
derly did I wait every circumftance of infor- 
mation, during the time of your dangerous ill- 
nefs; and one way or another, fo kindly did 
Providence order it, I had more frequent in- 
telligence relating to you, than I ever had in 
double that time before or fince. I doubt not 
but your refolutions for the fervice of God, your 
deliverer and your faviour, are renewed; and I 
rejoice in the fupport he gave you, and the 
mercy he has wrought out for you, methinks 
as if my life and foul were in the place of 
yours. 

But I will now, left I leave not myfelf room 
to do it, condole with you and your friends at 
Woodbridge, on the Death of that worthy and 
excellent fervant of Chrift, your Uncle. Mr. 
Barker had informed me of the aflfeding Pro- 
vidence 
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vidence by Mr. A (h worth, from whom I re- 
ceived the news of it near a week ago, and 
had defired me to advife the people to a fuit- 
able minifter if I could. Truly, I think Mr. 
K— * a very fuitabie one, if they have no ob- 
jedion to a Baxterian Calvinift (which, by the 
way, I think a very proper expreflion) and I 
believe, they would find the good efFefts of his 
excellent gifts, for they are diftinguiflied -, and 
that the ferioufnefs and fweetnefs of his temper, ^ 
and prudence of his condud:, would make them 
very happy. I muft profefs to you, that I find 
it extremely difficult to direcft vacant churches, 
in the moderately calviniftical way (as moft that 
apply to me are) to fuitabie minifters. And I 
have . hardly ever known the time when it was 
more difficult. I have no pupil to fend out 
till Midfummer, and then- hope, if God fpare 
our lives, to furnifti the churches with feveral 
excellent perfons. The moft probable means I 
can think of to diredl you which way to look, 
in fubordination to that upward profpeft which 
I know youj dear Sir, have your eyes ever up- 
on, is to mention two or three pious, fenfible, 
and in the main,, popular men, whom narrow 
circumftances force from their prefent fituation, 
and to leave you to correfpond with any of 
them as you may think fit for either of the 
places in queftion. The firft of thefe I think 
you know, Mr. Wilkinfon, now at Deal, if a 
wife and three children, with litde but a place 
, to depend upon, be no objedion. , He is an 

admirable 
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admirable preacher, and a moft lovely man. My 
Bcighbourt Mr. Gainfborough, of Newport-Pag- 
ntU will leave his people j he is a worthy man, 
but low fpirited, and feems to have fome ob« 
jeftions againft Suffolk; but whether equally 
againft all parts of it, 1 know not. Mr. Affleck, 
whom I formerly mentioned, is very much ef- 
teemcd in Holland, where he is now fupplying, 
during good Mr. Longueville's abfence; and he 
is certainly both in prayer and preaching, in 
my judgment, uncommonly excellent; and his 
temper and charafter remarkably good. But, as 
I formerly told. you, he is a Scotchman; though 
really in his pronunciation much mended. He 
is a calvinift, but of great moderation, exem- 
plary humility, zeal, and adlivity for the glory 
of Chrift and falvation of fouls. This is all 
the information I can give you that I think 
material, and I leave you to advifc our friends 
at Woodbridge and Wrentham as you judge 
moft convenient. 

Let me now conclude with our united and 
moft afFeftionate fervices to yourfelf and lady, 
not forgetting my other friends at Norwich and 
in your former neighbourhood. I muft not, 
by any means, omit to beg your prayers for 
Mrs. Doddridge, who expedls to be confined 
in a fhort time. You know what a good wife 
is, and (he is one of the beft, and rifes in va- 
lue every year. I am. 

Your affedionatc friend and brother, 

P. Doddridge. 
P. S. 
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P. S. Fain would 1, if pc^ible, end my Family 
Expofitor; with the third volume of which I 
rejoice, if you and my other friends are plea(l 
ed. Truly I fpared no pains to make it wor- 
thy their acceptance. I continue daily going on 
with the remaining Books of the New Tefta- 
ment, and am now in Jude ; fo that I hope to 
end the firft copy, from which, if I fhould be 
removed, the work might be printed, by the 
end of December : but I have carried the notes 
no farther than Ephefians, being intent on the 
paraphrafe, verfion, and improvements, as what 
to general edification, feemed moft material. 



LETTER XCV, 

From the same, 

Northampton, May 2, ly^g* 

I Take off my pen from a Sermon which I 
am preparing for the prefs as faft as I 
can, left it fhould be out of feafon, to write 
to my dear friend Mr. Wood a Letter, which 
muft in every refpedl be unfatisfaftory to him 
and to myfelf, both with regard to its length 
and the particulars it will contain. I applied 
to Mr. C — in favour of Mr. F — witn all 
the earneftnefs any of his friends could wifh; 
but had the mortification to hear by the laft 
poft from that gcndeman, that the place which 

I was 
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I was foliciting vms difpofed of before Mr. T— 
died. I beg you would aflTure good Mr. F— -, 
with my moft cordial falutations, that I fhould 
have rejoiced in an opportunity of ferving his 
grandibn*, and that I am extremely glad to hear 
he deferves fo very good a charader from fuch 
a perfon as Mr. Wood, whofe recommendation 
weighs with me as much as that of any per* 
fi>n I could name. 

Much am I troubled to tell you, that at laft, 
after much deliberation with myfelf, I am ob- 
liged to determine not to attempt feeing my 
Norfolk friends this year, though they are juft- 
ly fo peculiarly dear to me. I intended to have 
come, I longed for the journey, and rejoiced 
in the profped, but various important con- 
liderations forbid it, and oblige me to defer 
it one year; but I hope, if God fpare m^r 
lives, nothing will then prevent it. 1 have loft 
my affiftant. I expeA company in the vacation. 
I have a Manufcript of Dr. Watts's, which 
will require great care to prepare for the prefs. 
When I was abfent laft fummer, a moravian 
teacher crept in, and has made a fad breach 
among us, and ereded a little congregation, 
confifting chiefly of thofe who were members 
with us, and once among thofe who feemed moft 
cordially affeded towards me, fome of ij^pi 
aged and experienced chriftians. It is now a 
crifis among us. God feems bringing in many 
to fupply the place of the feceders. It appears 
to me that my miniftry at home was never 

more 
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more ncceflary. I am very defirous of finiftiing 
my Notes on the New Teffament, that if I fhould 
die quickly, an event which entire as my health 
now is, I accuftom myfelf to expeft, the world 
may lofe as little as poffible. But indeed by 
me it can, (fondly as your friendfhip mag^ 
nifies the little creature,) Ibfe no great matter 
at any event. Oh, that I could unbofom a 
little of my heart to you : but already am I 
called to lefture : what ftiall I fay in the broken 
moment that remains? That every line you 
write to me increafes my love, and, when you 
Ihew not how very much you over-rate my 
importance, increafes my efteem. I think with 
horror of the character and cafe of the poor 
wretch rfiat is gone, and fhould rejoice to hear 
that he died awakened and trembling. Such no* 
tiMI of faith, and of an abrogated converfion, 
if I may fo call it, loft in years of folly and 
wickednefs, feem to me full as mifchievous as 
that of popifh indigencies, and both ipring 
from the fame fountain, and are abetted by 
the fame fupportcrs, I mean the great enemie?" 
of our falvation. My wife joins her fcrvices to 
all, for Ihe knows them all by name, and fe- 
veral of them by valuable tokens of friendfhip, 
indeed I may fay all of them. Excufe this /ad 
fci^], which the dampnefs.of the paper, juft 
fent me in, almoft obliterates. Mr. Lincolne 
may expeft to hear from me foon, in the 
mean time pleafe to tell him, his fon goes on 

tr and 
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amd fets out welL But Oh^ the labourers are 
very^ very few. Farewell, my dear friend. I am 
Your ever aSeAionate frieitd and hrodier, 
and gready oUiged humble fervaii!:, 

P. Ddddhidgx* 



LETTER XCVI. 

FHQM TI)B SAMX. 

Norduunpton, Feb* 27, 1749 — 50* 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR former letter had to much prepar- 
ed me to hear of the death of that wor- 
thy and ufeful fervant of Chrift, Mr. Saunders, 
that your lait which brought me the melanaha- 
ly news did not at all furprife me; though 
it could not but tenderly aiFed me. I have 
loft a friend who was mindful of me In his 
prayers: but God will remember his prayers 
and yours : and perhaps, I owe the pleafant 
manner in which I am now going on, and the 
vifible blefling which, unworthy as I am, does 
indeed attend me in my congregation and writ- 
ings, my academy and family, in part to the 
prayers of thofe whom death has long fince 
feparated from me, as well as of thofe my dear 
friends whom a kind Providence continues, and 
particularly and Angularly I am perfuaded to 
yours. May thofe petitions which I am fo 

frequently 
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frequently repeating for you be as gracioully 
r^fardcd, as I truft they will, by the God of 
all mercy 5 for though I am lefs worthy of be- 
ing heard, you arc much more worthy of being 
remembered. 

I take my part with my dear friend in the 
pleafure his humane heart muft find in being the 
meflenger of agreeable tidings to the diftrefled, 
or in feeing the appearances or openings of 
Providence in their favour, and it will always 
be a delight to mc to be in any d^ree the 
inftrument of giving him fuch a fatisfadion. I 
Ihall not fail to inform Mifs Ekins,* when I 
U 2 write, 

• This excellent Lady, daughter of Thomas Ekins, E{q. . 
of Chefter-on-the- Water, in Northampton fhirc, was Dr. 
Doddridge's ward : (he afterwards married the Rev. Dr. 
James Sconhoufe; and died December loth, 1788. The 
following Infcription on her Monument, ereded in the 
Hot- Wells Chapel, near Briftol, written by her friend Miss 
Hannah More, does bat fpeak her exemplary virtues. 

Come, Relignation! wipe the human Tear 
Domellic Anguilh drops o'er Virtue's Bier; 
Bid felfilh Sorrow hu(h the fond Complaint, 
Nor from the God (he lov'd detain the Saint. 

Truth, Meeknefs, Patience, honour'd Shade ! were thine. 

And holy Hope, and Charity divine : 

Tho' tfie/i thy forfeit Being coold not fave. 

Thy Faith fubdu'd the Terrors of the Grave. 

Oh! if thy liviftg Excellence could teach. 
Death has a loftier Emphafis of Speech : 
In Death thy laft, beft Leffon ftill impart. 
And write, rsBPAKg to pie, oh every Heart. 

Hannah More. 
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writc^ of the manner in which her letter was 
received by her coufin, and to cultivate to the 
utmoft of my power every friendly and every 
generous difpofition in her mind. Pray that 
fhe may be guarded from the fnares which her 
tender age, lively temper, and plentiful fortune 
may concur to expofe her to. 

I fear my zeal to ferve your neighbourhood, 
at your requeft, has tranfported me too far. 
Immediately on receiving yours about a month 
ago, I wrote to engage Mr. Laugher of Stam- 
ford, an ingenious, ferious, acceptable and wor- 
thy youth, once my pupil, and I think move- 
able, to make you ' a vi/it. He has accepted 
the propofal, and will wait on you for your 
direftions -about the middle of next week, if 
God profper his journey, and he will be where 
you pleafe to order him for three following 
Sundays. If Denton have not young Mr. Saun- 
ders in view, and dare venture on fo young a 
man as Mr. Laugher, who will be ripening 
among them, I hope he might be of fervice 
there. You might depend on his regard for your 
counfels, but I fancy, one way or 4ber, his 
journey may anfwer fome good end ; ^b being 
acquainted with him you may have your eye 
•upon him in future vacancies as one whom 
I would wifti removed from the little handful 
of people, among whom his good abilities arc 
almoft loft, to a ftation of more extenfive fer- 
vice. I commit him and you to divine guidance. 
If he be agreeable, he may perhaps return 

foon 
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foon after the time you mention, or if he can- 
not, I may fend you another fupply, and will 
endeavour to do fo when you defire it. Oh, how 
pleafant is it tp aflift fuch a caufe and fuch a 
friend! I was never better, but never bufier, 
yet fee what a long letter I have fcribbled, 
but it is to dear Mr. Wood, who has a right 
to a thoufand times more acknowledgments than 
he can ever receive from his ever afFedkionate, 
faithful, and obliged, 

P. Doddridge. 

P. S. I fhall order Ophiomaches on your re- 
commendation. Have you feen Bower's excellent 
Hiftory of the Popes? 



LETTER XCVIL 

From the same. 

Auguft 35, 1750, 
MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, 

WHEN I "quitted you with fo much ten- 
der regret, after having received fo 
many engaging favours, and fpent fo many de- 
lightful hours with you, I retained a fecret 
hope, that I ihould long 'ere this have renew- 
ed the converfe, in fuch an imperfeft manner 
as pen and paper would have allowed me to 
do it : but the continued hurry of every day 
and hour that I fpent in and about London, 
U 3 gave 
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gave me no opportunity of doing it, in a man- 
ner that would have been in any degree fatif- 
fadory to me. Of my fafe arrival hither, I 
knew Mifs Ekins would inform you, and what 
I wrote on the outfide of her letter in ftiort- 
hand, would juft acquaint you with my getting 
well to London. That I efteem you as one 
of the worthieft men upon earth, and one of 
the moft able and faithful of minifters in the 
prefent age; that I look on your excellent lady 
as one of the wifeft and beft of her fex, and 
number you both among the tendereft, moft en- 
gaging, and delightful friends, I think you al-» 
ready are as fure of as any words of mine 
can make you : and you muft be fure, that 
we have a deep and lafting fenfe of the num- 
berlefs obligations you heaped upon us at 
Norwich, and wherever elfe we had your com- 
pany, unlefs we are, what I think we never 
fhall or can be, loft to all fenfe of friendftiip 
and gratitude. 

I was defirous, when I did write, to fill up 
at leaft a page or two, and to give you feme 
little intelligence as to the ftate in which I 
found things in London, and the probable fuc- 
cefs of the fchemes, which you knew I was 
forming. Now here in the general, I am to 
tell you that, according to your repeated prayers, 
when I was with you, and I doubt not fince I 
was feparated from you, the hand of my God 
hath been upon me for good, and whitherfoever 
I have gone I have profpcrcd. You may re- 
member, 
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member, that there were three affairs of a pub- ; 
lick nature which were the objecfls of my par-, 
ticular folicitude. The procuring a third tutor 
for my academy — the providing for lads not 
yet fit for academical education — and the doing 
Ibmething for the fervice to New Jerfey, for 
the propagation of chriftianity abroad. Provi- 
dence has accomplifhed the firft of thefe fchemes, 
by the unocpeded fuccefe of the fccond^ and 
has opened fome promiiing hopes concerning 
the third, beyond what had entered into my 
mind when I parted with you. The want of 
minifters and ftudents is fo feen and felt, and 
the neceflity of the fcheme for educating lads 
not yet ripe for academical ftudies, is grown 
fo apparent, that between three and fourfcore 
pounds per annum, have been, by well diipof* 
ed perfbns, without any prefling iblicitations 
fixnn me, fubfcribcd for that purpofe in and 
about London-, and out of that it has been 
determined, that beddes Mr. Clark, who with 
a falary of forty pounds per annum and his 
board, is to be tutor of philofophy, another 
tutor is to be maintained with a falary of thirty 
pounds, beiides his board, who is to teach the 
languages ^ and as his falary chiefly arifes from 
this fcheme, he is alfo to fuperintend the edu« 
cation of thefe lads ; who are, in devotional 
exercifes, to attend with my pupils, and be un* 
der my infpeftion, though not under my per. 
fonal inftruftion, in their grammatical ftudies ; 
and befides thofe I had immediately in view 
U 4 before. 
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before, I have heard of fome others well dif- 
pofed for this purpofe, and whom, I hope,' I 
ihall with this affiftance, perhaps increafed by 
applications yet in view, be able to do a good 
dol to'^ards maintaining. -* As for the fcheme 
of the New Jerfeys, Mr. Allen who came over 
on purpofe to negociate it, unhappily was fmit- 
ten by that fatal infedion at the Old Bailey, 
and is dead; but I have had large converia- 
tion with Colonel Williams, who was the fe- 
bond man in the expedition to Cape Breton, 
and by whom indeed it was chiefly projefted ; 
and he encourages me to hope that Mr. Pem- 
berton, the minifter at New York, on my fa- 
vouring the fcheme, as I certainly fhall, will 
come to Britain, and make a tour over its 
northern and fouthern parts, carrying along with 
him two converted and civilized Indians, as a 
Ipecimen of what has already been done. He 
propofes to attempt a colleftion for the prefent 
in the chief congregations which he may vifit 
on this journey -, after which, he may very 
properly write fuch a letter in his own name 
to the diflenting minifters in England, as I ex- 
prefTed my thoughts of writing, and may with 
yet more decency and ftrcngth recommend and 
enforce the advices laid down in my preface to 
my Sermon at Kettering, as this might fecm 
the happieft crilis we could expect for carry- 
ing that plan into execution, — As for the aiFatr 
pf Brellaw, the good Archbifliop of Canterbury 

did 
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did all he could to procure a brief for them, 
or a contribution fome other way. 

You will perhaps be furprifed to hear, that 
application has been made to me from a fon 
of Lord William Manners, brother to the Duke 
of Rutland, to defire admiflion among my pu- 
pils, though intended for a clergyman in the 
eftablifhed church: and if he be wijling to ac- 
quiefce in the terms and orders of my family, 
I (hall not refufe it. I wonder at this one way, 
and I wonder alfo at Mr. — 's purpofe of re- 
moving his fon from me : I fear it is either on 
fome mifreprefentation or foolifti behaviour of 
the young gentleman, for I have always treated 
him with the fidelity of a real friend, and with 
the tendemefs of ft parent j and I am well ia- 
tisfied, that, efpecially on the improvements which 
by means of a third tutor, will be made 'iii 
our courfe, there is no place of education in 
England, where, if a youth will do himfelf juC 
tice, greater advantages are to be found. But 
you fee how I have run on. Were I to begin 
a fecond (hcet, I (hould fill it before I had 
emptied half my heart. Let me conclude with 
the moft afFedlionate and grateful fcrvices to 
all my good friends at Norwich, and thofe at 
Yarmouth, when you fee them. My wife joins 
with me in thefe faltitations of which you and 
your charming lady claim a very diftingui/hed 
fhare. Oh, that we could fee you here, and 
give you both, as a ppor grateful child cx- 

prefled 
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prcfled i^ " aH your care again." Mr. N«d 
and Mr. Barker are particular in their falutati- 
ons to you. I am. 

With much more affeftion than can be escprefled, 
sny dear friend, yours, 

blefled be God, for erer, 
P. Doddridge* 



LETTER XCVIIL 
From the same« 

NorthanptM» Dec. 4. 1750. 

IT 18 fuch a pleafiire to me to write to you, 
that I fometimes am ready to wonder, I 
fam command myfelf fo fer as not to be quite 
troublefome by the number and length of my 
cpifiles: and yet fuch are my daily and hour- 
ly engagements, that I often defer anfwering 
your kind, endearing, charming letters till I 
Iiave reaibn to be aihamed, and till one of 
them overtakes another. This I am fure you 
will excufe, and could wifh you knew how fre- 
quently and afFeftionately I remember you, and 
what an inward, heartfelt fenfe I have of your 
great importance to the publick, as well as the 
value of your perfonal friendfhip. Your laft 
ktter illuftrates both, and your generous readi- 
nefs even to part with a mod beloved and 
important friend, if it may be for her good, 

is 
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IS a noble Inftance of it. As for Mifs S — '$ 
affair I will fay nothing of it here, as I intend 
her, at leaft a few lines, which I ihall enclofe 
with this, and which I know fhe will commu* 
nicate to you. Of other things to which your 
letters refer, 1 will fpeak in as few words as I 
can, that I may get the more minutes for that 
great aiFair which lies fo much on the' head 
and heart of us both. For the congregation 
at Harlcftone I am very tenderly concernedt 
but I am not able to aflift them. I beg yoa 
will prefent my moft cordially aff^edionate tc* 
fpcds to Mr. Matchet, and all the reft of the 
gentlemen that figned with him, and tell thern^ 
that 1 am ienfible of the obligations they have 
laid upon me by their very refpedlful and a& 
fefting application, and chat I think it the part 
of gratitude not Co fend any one to them, con<- 
ccrning whom I have any doubt, whether he 
would be thoroughly iuitable or not ; and that 
therefore, in this extream penury of fupplies, 
which is by far the greateft I have ever known, 
I find myfclf incapable of aflSfting them. Yet 
I have a young gentleman with me of fuch a 
ftamp as they would I am fure choofe, who 
will enter on publick work about Midfummer 
next. I would by no means have them wait 
for him, as it is impoffible for me to anfwer 
for the views which may open upon him, or the 
turn his inclinations may take from unknown 
contingencies which may arife -, but wjien he 
comes out, if they happen to be vacant^ and 

he 
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he dToaTes the journey, I will, God willing, 
endeavour to engage him to make them a vifit. 
Be pleafed alfo to make my due compliments 
to Mr. and Mrs. Baker, in which Mrs. Dod- 
dridge concurs, renewing our thanks for the very 
obliging and agreeable entertainment we received 
at Denton, and mine for the moft complaifimt 
letter, with which that very worthy friend has 
been pleafed fince to honour me. How happy 
Ihould I have been in an interview with fuch 
worthy brethren and excellent friends as you 
tell me aflfembled at Rendham, at the opening 
the new place of worfhip there. I afliire you, 
dear Sir, and I beg the favour of you to affure 
the gentlemen who met there, when you fee 
any of them, that there are no ailbciations of 
imnifters any where, which I attend with greater 
deUght than thofe of Norfolk and Sufiblk. — 
Your renuu-k on Colonel Williams*s wonderful 
modefty is the very fame which has been made 
by others. How amiable in fuch an hero, for fuch 
no doubt he is, and the acquifition of Cape Bre- 
ton was, perhaps, more owing to him, taking 
in the whole procefs of his counfels as well as 
aftions, than to any other perfon in the world: 
yet how is he rewarded ! Truly, nobly by 
Providence, if he carry off one whom I efteem 
among the greateft treafures of our ifland or 
our world. — Mr. Finne is a moft excellent per- 
fon. He has been pretty fuccefsful in Hol- 
land, and fuch good confequences have already 
attended the applications made to feveral of our 

country 
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country congregations, that 1 believe a college 
of the reformed (that is, the caivinifts) will be 
formed at Breflaw; which will have a wonder- 
ful influence on the ftate of religion in Silefia, 
and probably be attended with the greateft ef-. 
feds of any thing that has happened in Ger- 
many, fmce that wonderful aflFair at Hall, if 
that which has been a mighty blefling is to 
be excepted. The intended college, after the 
German plan, is to comprehend all forts of 
fchools, but chiefly thofe for academical learn- 
ing and the education of minifters; in which I 
apprehend that zealous, faithful, and able fer- 
vant of Chrift, Mr. Finne (to whom I hope 
you will write a latin letter) will be greatly, 
if not principally employed. — I beg you will 
prefent my particular and mofl: refpeftful fervi- 
ces to that very venerable and amiable man, 
Mr. Crompton, and my hearty thanks for that 
paragraph in his very kind letter, you were fo 
good as to tranfcribc. Tell him, I read it with 
^ mixture of pleafure and confufion, and that I 
honour and revere him more than I can exprefs, 
and (hould think it a Angular blefling of my 
life to have fuch an example and fuch a coun- 
fellor often near me. In the mean time I pray 
God long to fpare his very ufeful life, and re- 
joice greatiy in his wonderful reftoration. — As 
to the New Jerfeys, I have written largely to 
Mr. Pemberton, whom I hope to fee here in 
the fummer; and leave all that relates to the 
fcheme» I hinted to you in integroy till he or 

fome 
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ibme other minifter of credit and influence ma]r 
Tifit us from thofe parts» and then I hope fome- 
thing will be done. In the mean time, I have 
&nt your youth's fcbeme all round our county, 
and into Ibme neighbouring parts, and find fuch 
encouragement from my own congregation and 
feme others,' that 1 hope we /hall have a pretty 
tolerable fund. I cannot but obierve at the 
fime time, a wonderful concurrence of Provi- 
dence in raifing up feveral hopeful and promif* 
ing youths, who are defirous of education for 
the miniftry, and I intend to take in all, in 
whom I am thoroughly fatisfied-, trufting in God 
to prepare oil, fo long as there arc empty vef- 
(els, and . when we are broke I will . beg for 
more. The addition of another tutor here is a 
circumftancc of great importance; and as the 
icheme for an academy in London is adjourn* 
ed, Jine di€j 1 am ready to believe, though I 
do not certainly know it, that we ftiall have 
fome youths fent down to us from that quar- 
ter. But all this I leave with God, earneflly 
praying, that good may be done, and the in* 
tcreft of religion revived, and leaving it to 
him to determine how and by whom. If he 
determine to glorify his power and grace in the 
weaknefe and unworthincfs of the inftrument, I 
may have fome hope that he will make ufe 
of me. 

You fee I am beginning on a new piece of 
paper: but I muft fill only a fmall part of 
it. I much dq)lored the death of Mr. Ford 

of 
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of Sudbury. He was a man of great t*-* 
lents, and which is incomparably better, great 
fpirituality, integrity, and zeal for Chrift; and 
we might, confidering his age and conftitution, 
have expefted much feririce from him for many 
future years. But this providence adds to the 
joy my heart feels in hearing of the comforta- 
ble ftate of your health, for which I offer ma- 
ny prayers. I hope you will live to blefs the 
world many, many years after I have teft 
it. As for Sudbury, I have now in town with 
me Mr. Holman and Mr. Fen, who came over 
to hear Mr. Hextal of Creaton, once my pu* 
pi], a mofl pious, humble, zealous, and very 
able man, only of a weak conflitution, who 
would, perhaps, be as fit to fucceed Mr. Ford 
as any man that can be named. It would be 
a great grief to me to lofe him from thefe 
parts, but I would not wrong the publick fo 
far, as to wifh to retain him in fo fmall a 
place all his life. I ihall ber glad that Mr. 
Taylor,* if he be recovered, may beftow his 
time and labours on unlocking hebrew words^ 
and hope the key he has left broken in the 
door of St. Paul's EpifUes, will not be able 
to keep the true fenfe quite fhut up : indeed 
I think the door opens almofl of its own ac- 
cord. If I live to finifh my Expofition oit 

the 

* Afterwards Dr. Taylor, author of a Paraphrafe with 
Notes on the Epiftle to the Romans. To which is pre- 
fixed a Key to the Apoflolic Writingf. 
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the New TeftamenC, the propofals for which I 
am juft publifliing, and in which I ani going 
oa daily, and have now procwied in tranfcrib- 
tag to the Theffalonians, (i Ep, iii.) I fhall 
make an attempt on the Minor Prophets, of 
which indeed I have already begun to make a 
piew tranflation from the Hebrew, for my own 
entertainment and ufe, and I fhall be glad of 
any light which Mr. Taylor's Lexicon can give 
me. 

Dear Lady — is in a very declining way. 
Pray devoudy for her important life: and pray 
for a bleffmg on the Family Expofitor; and 
that God would open its way into families, 
where it may be ufeful. I would go through 
all the labour attending it with plcafure, though 
I were fure I ihould not get one fhilling by 
it. 

The diftemper among the horned cattle has 
again vifitcd thefe parts ^ though, bleffed be 
God, not with violence. All our horfes too 
have been ill, yet few are dead. The fmall- 
pox is broke out dreadfully in the neighbour- 
ing villages— a moft malignant fort. One raih 
young fellow, coming to a wake at Harpole, 
in our neighbourhood, from the bed of one in- 
fefted with it, conveyed it to above forty of 
that village •, all blooming perfons, of whom 
many are dead. In feventeen families, three in 
a family, on an average, are down-, and four- 
teen villages are invaded by it, and all in con* 
feqixcnce of fomc of the inhabitants being pre- 

fcnt 
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fent at that fatal dancing bout, the lijth of 
laft month. The terror this has occafioned is 
not to be imagined. Oh, when ihdl we fee 
the importance of inoculating children !* In con- 
fequence of which, whole towns have pafled fafe-* 
ly through, and not one life been loft. But yovt 
fay right, the caufe of thefe defolations is to 
be fought higher. The indolence and fenfualitj^* 
of the profefling world terrifies me mUch. Yet, 
blefled be God, fome are brought to a fenfe 
of their duty and danger, nor does he leave me 
without encouragement - on this head. Much 
pleafure and iatisfaftion have I, when I can run 
away from the world, and fpend half a day in 
meditation and pi:ayer: and did we more fre- 
quently attempt this, I believe we Ihould find 
the work of the Lord more profperous among 
us. Religious focieties are forming, and niany 
learn to pray, truly, I think better than their 
minifters often do. Oh, thefe are things which 
rejoice my heart. I am quite well, and in good 
fpirits. I never had a more promifing fet of 
pupils about me. God hears your prayers on 
my account. Go on, and heap as many blefiings 
upon me as you can ; and help me forward 
to heaven a pace^ And now I will add a pa* 
ragraph of good Lady — 's laft letter to me, 
which I c^ more truly apply to you my very 

W excellent 

* Dr. Doddridge publiflied a fmall piece of Mr* Some't 
concerning Inocoladon for the Small-pox, which was ^ 
written and publiflied principally with a view to lemovi^ ' 
the common objedUon from a religious fcrople. 
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excellent friend. — " Prayers from mc you will 
have: and I believe one of the laft I put up 
will be to beg an abundant reward fbr you« 
The voice involuntary of my heart is, ** whom 
have I in heaven but thee; and there is none 
upon earth I deiire befides thee.'* I expeA 
Toon to be unfettered from fleih and blood. I 
will, (hould the kind lot be appointed for me» 
rgoice over you as your miniftering ipirit; and 
I fludl always have good news to bring you. 
I will watch carefully to proteft your life long 
upon earth, for the &ke of thoufands*, and 
then by gentle operation, help to unfold your 
garments of mortality, and with my fellow- 
companions, waft your gracious ipirit to the 
bridal feaO: of the Lamb, and with him on 
Mount Sion, ihout your glorious deliverance. 
Farewell, my kindeft, beft of friends, and live 
affured of the ever affeftionate regard of — •^•** 
What have I to add — but inflead of — — , 

P. Doddridge* 



LETTER XCIX. 

From thi same. 

NorduaBpton, Dec. 22, i75«» 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IT is indeed true, that my aiFedion for you 
is very great, but it is as true, that it 
cannot be greater than your abnoft imexampled 

goodnefs 
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goodnds demands. In every thing but love I 
ihall die your debtor. I atnnot in thefe ftraits 
of time aniwer your estcellent letter as it de- 
fcrvcs; but I have been immediately mindful 
of the contents. As fbon as I read it, I fat 
down and wrote two letters into Scotlai^ the 
one to Mr. Webfter, the other to Mr. Robert- 
ion; and have prefled an anfwer from both as 
ibon as may be. 

On Thuriday morning, at the appointed time^ 
though my ufual bufinefs and duties would 
have engaged me another way, my poor im- 
pcrfeft requefts, hardly worthy to be called 
prayers, were offered for our two excellent 
friends ; I hope with Ibmething of that impar* 
tiality and diftintereftednefs of which you gite 
fo noble an example. As to the refult, I ex- 
peft the leadings of Providence to determine it 
much more out of regard to the petitions ai 
others than to my own. ■ < 

Thus much for the principal fubjefts of youf 
letters. For the reft — receive our united falu- 
tations in the warmeft terms which friendfkip, 
and love, and gratitude can dilate. Pity me^ 
and pray for me, as you do, in the midft of 
fo many hurries. Oh, my poor, poor attempts 
of fervice ! They fhame me continually. My 
prayers, my fcrmons, my leftures, my books 
(in hand), my letters, all daily fhame me. A 
fecret confcioufnefs of meaning well, and the re- 
membrance of the great compaflion of our hea- 
venly Father, and divine maftert are aknoft 
W 2 my 
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my only fupports. Remember me daily. Oh^ 
that I had more time and heart fbr fecret de- 
votion. Dear Dr. Clark's death has been a deep 
wound. Siadly did I perform the laft office of 
refpeft to him. But I muft not enlarge. Pray, 
for the fuccefs of the Family Expofitor. I am 
alfo printing the Funeral Serrhon for my ex- 
cellent friend at St. Alban's.' Lady — continues 
very ill. I fear we fliall foon lofe her too. 
But the Lord liveth, and bleifed be our rock, 
&c. 

I blefe God, wc are all pretty well, colds ex- 
cepted. But the fmall-pox rages around the ' 
town, and wc have a very bad fever in itj and 
a few days fuffice for the journey of many into 
eternity, and may fuffice for mine. May I but 
live for Chrifl while I continue heire, and leave 
it to him to turn the key whenever he fees 
lit. God is adding ferious lads to what we 
may call the humanity clafs, and fo many others 
are offering themfelves, that I begin to doubt 
how they will be provided for: but we muft 
draw on the inexhauftible bank of the divine 
bounty and foithfulnefs, and think often of Je- 
hovah-jireh. — Refpefts to all friends at Nor- 
wich fhall in very deed conclude this hafty 
fcrawl from. 

Dear Sir, ' 

Your affedionate friend, brother and fervant, 

in everlafling bonds, 
P. Doddridge. 

I have at leaft fifty unanfwered letters before 
me. 
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LETTER C. 

From thc same. 

DEAR SIR, Northampton, J9D. 15^ i^p..]. 

AS I am much indifpofed with a cough, 
which has lately been attended with a 
pain in my breaft, and which forces me, which 
is a fad calamity, to lofc my mornings in bed, 
and as I niuft this morning, though it is now 
between nine and ten, before I go to my aca^ 
demical work, fend up part of Dr. Clark's Fu- 
neral Sermon, which I am to tranfcribe, that 
the prefs may not ftand ftill, yet muft I write 
you a few lines. But alas, my head and heart 
are (b full, that many pages would not contain 
their full meaning. Let me thank you and 
my two excellent friends, fo foon to become 
one, for the very delightful letter with which 
you have all honoured and comforted me. I 
hope the refolution of this day fortnight was 
under the beft dircftion, and will be attended 
with the happieft confequences. I rejoice greatly 
to hear of the favour which the Colonel and his 
lady intend me. — One Mr. Samuel Davies, of 
Hanover County in Virginia, has fent me a 
charming letter^ of good news from a far coun- 
try, which I want to communicate to your fo- 
ciety, that you may praife God with me. 
Tranfcribing long letters is a painful drudgery: 
I think you fhould make a little purfe to pay 
W 3 pofbge 



jio LETTERS TO AND FROM 

poftage of fuch letters, and I would tranfmit 
them, and you fhould return them ; and in that 
cafe I may perhaps fend you this for a be* 
ginning. But I run on too far. ' I muft only 
add that Providence feems to engage Mr. — 
whom I intended for Harleftone another way, 
and there is fuch a dearth of minifters as dif- 
trefles my heart. You have I hope heard the 
|;ood news from Holland of a remarkable re^a- 
val of religion there. »*- But alas, a bell rings 
which forces me to conclude. Pray tell Mr. 
Froft he cannot long fo much to hear from mc 
as I do to write to him^ and let him know^ 
that yefterday to amufe myfelf, as I took phyfic 
and might not write much, I marihalled my 
onanfwered letters, and found them one hundred 
and fix, near one quarter of which reached me 
iince Friday noon, and it was then Monday 
evening, and all diis, though I have written be- 
tween fifty and fixty letters the laft fourteen 
days with my own hand, having no fecretary. 
And yet I fometimes think it would be almoft 
employment enough for all my time to acknow- 
ledge a friendfhip like yours, and my many 
obligations to your tender, conilant, generous 
love. Farewell, dear excellent man; and may 
the God who has given me fo incomparable 
a friend, fpare him to blefs the world long 
tifter it has loft, if that be any lofs. 
Dear Sir, 
Your ever faithful, afFedionate, and obliged, 

P. Doddridge. 
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LETTER CI. 

From the same. 

Northampton^ April 9, 1751. 
DEAR SIR. 

I Have wrote fuch a multitude of letters of 
late, and have received fo many, that not 
having always been fo exaft as I ought to have 
been in making memorandums, I hardly know 
what I have and what I have not aniweredi 
and with regard to you I am the more uncer- 
tain, as I may miftake fome particular mefTages 
fcnt to you in Colonel — *s letter fome time 
lince, for an anfwer to that of yours,, which 
informed me of his marriage : but of this I 
am fure, that every way I am in your debt 
and always fhall be Co: and I can add, that 
as there are few on earth whom I equally ho- 
nour and love, none whom I more conftantly 
remember among my beft friends, fo there is 
none whofe letters more conftantly delight and 
refrefh me. Yours of the 20th of March 
however, I am fure is unanfwered, and I muft 
now intreat you in a few hafty lines to accept 
my thanks for it, and the former, with the afl 
furances of the moft tender fympathy with you 
in all you have fuflFered and do fufFer by the 
death of fome valuable friends, the removal of 
others, efpecially that incomparable one who 
has lately left us, and whom I fear I fhall fee 
W 4 no 
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no more in this world. Your own indifpofition 
and thofc of your excellent lady, the wickedne& 
of thofe of whom your great and generous can- 
dour has believed tog well of*, and the afflidtions 
of. thofe whofc forrows your fympathifing heart 
by fo tender compaflion makes your own; all 
tfaefe things I would feel for you, and parU« 
cularly for poor Mr. — -, to whom I intrcat 
you to give my ferviges, affuring him that both 
I and Mifs — - sg-e much touched with his cafe. 

My heart has been much fet on promoting 
the youths fcheme. I difperfed your papers all 
over the country, but to my great grief have 
not found in many of our congregations that 
encouragement which I hoped. Something how- 
ever is done, and much more in proportion 
from London than from the country. There 
^re however nine lads, fome of them very pro- 
mifing, who are here fupported by. it; and I 
Ibmetimes think two of them will offer them-t 
fclves as miffionarics to New York, to plant the 
gofpel amqng the Indians there, and glad at 
my heart fhould I be, if my only fon were 
defirous of ^)eing the third. 

I am at prefept under great concern for the 
illnefs, I fear thp dangerous illnefs, of my ge- 
nerousi faithful, endeared friend, Mr. Lyttelton.- 
It is the fmalleft part of this concern, that it 
prevents hipi from doing that fervice to my 
fubfcription to the remaining volumes of the Fa- 
piily Expofitor, which he was refolved to have 
attempted, and which, with fo great an int^reft, 

he 
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he might probably enough have efFefted. The 
greater part of that difappointment to me is, 
that it may prevent it coming into the hands 
of fome in higher life to whom it may other- 
wife have no accefs : but God limits or extends 
all fuch profpefts at pleafure, and I defire to 
refer it to him with what degrees of encourage^ 
ment the work fhall be publifticd, and indeed, 
whether it fhall be publiftied or not. The three 
volumes will hardly be publiflied at fo fmall a 
price as a thoufand pounds, and 1 fhall judge 
it the part of prudence, and therefore of duty, 
not to fend them to the prefs on any terms 
on which I fhall not be fecure-, and if there 
be fuch a number fubfcribed for or befpoke by 
bookfellers as to efFed that, I fhall go on with 
the publication as fail as I can *, and blefs God 
for fuch an opportunity of doing my publick 
homage to his word, and endeavouring with all 
integrity and fimplicity to make it underftood, 
and to enforce it on men's confciences according 
to the little ability he has been pleafed to 
give me \ which truly I think fo little, that I 
am fometimes almoft aftiamed of having under- 
taken fo great a work« 

I have of late been much indifpofed with a 
cold, which is returned again, but not with fo 
much violence as before. I . know I have your 
prayers, and I delight in the thought. We are 
tending to one blefTed home. Our inter'view at- 
Norwich was pleafant, how much more will 
that be which we expeft in our father's houfe. 

This 
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Tills poor letter has been written raptim at fe-^ 
veral times. I have filled my four pages and 
yet feem bat to have begun. But I muft con- 
clude with every good wiih for you and yours 
that the tendereft friendihip can form; nor can 
I hope ever to tell my dear Mr. Wood how 
fiuthfuUy and afFedtiooately I am his 

P. D0DDRIDG£« 



LETTER CII. 

From the sams. 

Northamptoo^ May ii^ 1751* 
MY DEAR FRIEND^ 

RECEIVE in a few words my thanks for 
your laft very kind letter, and my con- 
dolences on the death of good Mr. Holman, 
which grieves me exceedingly. It would be 
ibme confolation to me under this afHiAion, 
which at prefent comes not alone, could I meet 
you at Walpole on Wednefday fevcnnight. I 
have much to fay but have no time, only mud 
affure you of my fympathy with you in dear 
Mrs. Wood's frequent indifpofitions. That charm- 
ing lady ! Why muft fhe even feel any thing 
painful ? but all will fit light if you are welK 
I pray God flie may enjoy that comfort and 
every other. I long to talk over many matters 

at 
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at large with you, and v/ill come, if God per- 
mit, from London to Sudbury, at Mr. Hex- 
taps fettlement with that people, if you will 
give me the meeting, and I will fpcnd two days 
there that we may enjoy one another. Pray 
anfwer me this fpeedily, that the fcheme may 
be ripened, and I may judge what it will be 
neceflary to write in my next. I blefs God I 
am pure well. My eldeft daughter is finely re- 
covered of her extreme illnefs; whereas one of 
the lovelieft girls I ever knew, a wealthy attor- 
ney's daughter here, who was but beginning 
to be (lightly ihdifpofed on Thurfday, died this 
evening, A mod afFefting lefTon of earthly 
vanity. Such are our children, fuch are we. 
But there is a world which is not fubjeded to 
vanity. Excufc the hurry in which duty obliges 
me to write. The letter I received to-day from 
Mr. — was the four hundredth on my lift fincc 
Chriftmas. Support, dear Sir, by your prayers, 

Your very afFcdionate brother and friend, 

and much obliged humble fervant, 

P. Doddridge. 



LETTER 
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LETTER cm. 
From the same, 

MY DEAR SIR, Northampton, June 5, 1751. 

WE have been much obliged to Mifs 
Reymes for her vifit, which fhe has 
made very ^reeable to us; but the time of her 
flay has feemed very fliort^ and it has been a 
great trouble to us to part with her fo foon. Her 
piety» fweetneis of temper, difcretion, and tender 
fiiendfliip, of which flie has an exquiiite fenfe, 
worthy one fo converfant with you, have en- 
deared her to us more than I can well exprefs ; 
and I beg you tp make our acknowledgments 
to her worthy parents, who have fb kindly in- 
dulged us in a pleafure we much regret that 
we muft fo foon lofe. 

I cannot exprefe how much I long to fee you, 
and fermly believe, that it was the fecret hope 
of meeting you and Mr. Froft, to whom I 
have made (hift to write a little, at Sudbury, 
that turned the fcale for that otherwife very 
inconvenient appointment. 

I thank you moft cordially for the regard 
. you cxprefe to the Family Expofitor ; to the fe^ 
cond volume of which, that is, the fifth of the 
whole work, I have this morning been putting 
my finifhing hand •, except that the notes on 
the Hebrews are not yet tranfcribcd. 

I am 
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I am much obliged to you for the noble 
things you have done for Breflaw. I am juft 
writing thither, and fhall not fail to inform 
my worthy friend Mr. Finne, of your good- 
nefs. I really think it will be of great impor- 
tance for the fupport of the proteftant caufe 
in Germany, that their church be thus aided 
in this important crifis. I rejoice that Provi- 
dence is ftill bearing you up under your vari- 
ous fatigues, and animating you to ib many 
important fervices -, in which you will be long 
continued and glorioufly fucceeded if my poor 
broken petitions can avail any thing. 

I muft not conclude without telling you that 
I am far from well, having a violent cough, 
which feems very ftubborn, and fbmetimes al- 
moft filences me in publick : I have fcarce been 
one fortnight free from it fince I left London 
ih Auguft laftj but have kept it pretty well 
at bay : but this laft relapfe is a very bad 
one, and efpecially in conjunftion with nw in- 
tended London journey, gives good Mrs. Dod- 
dridge a great deal of uneafinefs. I thank God, 
I have no averfion to the thoughts of a fpeedy 
removal ; but I would hufband life as well 
as I can, efpecially for his fake who gave it, 
and whofe loving kindncfs is fo much better 
than life; and truly fo far as fome vifible 
bleiling on my labours can endear it to me, 
I never had more reafon to wifti it might be 
prolonged. 

I be^ 
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I befeech you to make my beft compliments 
to your good lady, and all other ft-iends your 
way, particularly my reverend brethren in the 
miniftry* and Mn Baker of Denton, when you 
iee him. Mrs. Doddridge joins in all thefe (a* 
lutations. As for me, I find all hnguage poor 
ivhen I would tell you how highly I efleem 
you, how tenderly I love you, and how con- 
ftantly and faithfully I am, to the bed of my 
Htde abilities. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Your moft afFeftionate brother, 

and much obliged humble fervant, 

P. DODDRIDGB. 

I greatly efteem Mr. Tomms, and bleis God 
for raiiing up fuch a peribn; but cannot bear 
to hear my friend Wood fpcaking of himfelf 
as in the wane of his ufefulnefs. I hardly think 
you yet arrived at the acme of it ; and often 
rgoice that you are like to live to blefe the 
world and the church, when I am got home. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CIV. 
From the same. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Sadbuiy, June ao, 17^1. 

HARDLY any difappointment of the kind 
ever hung heavier upon me than that 
of not feeing you here-, the expedation of 
which, with the hopes of an interview with 
good Mr. Froft, gave me refolution to break 
through the ftrong importunity of my friends 
in London, and through the difcouragements 
ariling from a very bad cold, which fuch a 
journey was likely to increafe, that I might 
once more fee and embrace him who has fa 
much of my heart, as well as of my eftecm, that 
if I think love could infcribe a name there, 
yours would be found on mine when it beats 
no more. But a regard to duty keeps you at 
home, and therefore I ought to love yoU the 
better for it. I was the more eameftly defirou* 
of feeing you, as I had feveral things to talk 
over with you of great importance. A rcftJefr 
night, or rather many refUefs hours in it, in 
connedion with the views of labour before me 
this day, for which I am but ill qualified, has 
detained me in bed fo long, that I have now 
but a few minutes to write to you. As to 
Colonel Williams's fcheme for the Indian fchool, 
I fhall refer you partly to Mr. Froft, who will 
inform you of what paiTes in reference to it^ 

and 
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and partly to fome future letter, if God. per- 
mit, in which I will fiirnifti you with the\me* 
morial of this important affair which the good 
Colonel fent > me by the laft poft *, and perhaps 
I may alfo fend you a copy of the Bifhop of 
London's letter to me in reference to Mr« 
Davies*s aflfair in Virginia. I paid in your no- 
ble donation to Mr. Wilfon for the church of 
Breflaw, laft. week, a iacrifice of a fweet finell- 
ing favour. Go on vigoroufly with the youths 
^eme. It is our iheet anchor, and I fee con- 
gregations falling fo faft into wretched lay-hands, 
or utterly periftiing for want of fupplics, that 
1 am more than ever folicitous that it may ftiU 
be continued, and extended as far as poflible. 
But I muft not enlarge. - The frequent returns 
of my cough alarm my friends, and thofc in 
town % 1 am grown many years older fince 
they faw me laft. 1 leave the event with God : 
but for my own part apprehend no immediate 
danger; unlefs it be of being obliged to allow 
myfelf more reft than fuits either with my 
inclination or the demands of my bufincfs. My 
fecond daughter was ill when I heard laft from 
home. Pray for her, and continue your prayers 
for him, who is much more than he can ex- 
prcfe. 

Your affeftionatc friend, 

and much obliged humble fervant, 

P. DODDRIDGB, 



LETTER 
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LETTER CV. 
From dr. Ayscough.* 

GOOD SIR, Gcrrard-Strcct/Fcb. i6, l744-*5. 

I Really am afhamed when I look on the date 
of your letter, to think how long I have 
left It unanfwered ; I will not make excufes, but 
choofe rather to own myfelf to 'have been to 
blame, and to promife to be better for the fu- 
ture : after fo frank a confeflion, I hope yoU 
will think my penitence fincere. But though I 
omitted anfwering your letter, I muft do my- 
felf the juftice to fay, I did not negledt the 
bufinefs you wrote about in it, I prefented your 
laft book-f to her Royal Highnefs, and ought 
long enough ago to have acquainted you with 
her moft gracious acceptance of it, and that I 
was commanded to return you her thanks for 
it. There is indeed fuch a fpirit of piety in 
it, as deferves the thanks of every good chrif- 
tian ; pray God grant, it may have its proper 
efFedl in awakening this prefent carelefs age, 
and then I am fure you will have your end ia 
publiftiing it. 

I am obliged to you for your kind congra- 
tulations on the honour his Royal Highnefs has 
lately done me, in truftmg me with the edu- 

X cation 

* Afterwards Dean of BrifloU 
t The Rife and Frogtefs of Religion, Stc. 
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cation of his Children. I am truly fenfible of 
the difficulties as well as the advantages of the 
ftation I am placed in. A truft of fuch ini- 
portance to pofterity is a charge which I have 
not on\f on my mind, but on my confdence. 
I hope God will enable me to go through it 
with fuccefs : and I think I have a right to 
call upon every good man and lover of his 
country for advice and affiftance in the difchargc 
of a duty oh which the publick good fo much 
depends: and as you have been fo much con- 
cerned in the education of youth, I (hall al- 
ways be glad to receive any advice or inftruc- 
tions from you ; which I defire you to give 
me freely, and I promife you, it fhall be moft 
friendly received. I thank God, I have one 
great encouragement to quicken me in my du- 
ty, which is, the good difpofition of the Chil- 
dren intruded to me: as an inftance of it, I 
muft tell you, that Prince George* (to his ho- 
nour and my fhame) had learnt feveral pages 
in your little book of verfes, without any di. 
redions from me: and I muft fay of all the 
Children, (for they are all committed to my care) 
that they are as conformable and as capable of 
receiving inftruftion as any I ever yet met 
with. How unpardonable then fiiould I be in 
the fight both of God and man, if I negleAcd 
my part towards them: all that I can fay ist 
ihsit no care or diligence fhall be wanting in 

me, 

* Oar pre(ent moft gradons Sovereign : whom may God 
long prel'enre in health and happineft I 
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mc, and I beg the prayers of you, and every 
hoheft man, for the divine blefling on my en* 
deavours. I am. 

Good Sir, 
With great truth and regard, 
your afFedtionate friend and humble iervant^ 

Francis Ayscouoh* 

P. S. I have an afi^r now on my hands,' 
which, when it is a little riper, I (hall commu- 
nicate to you, which I believe you will think 
worth your notice and encouragement: it is a 
fcheme for civilizing and converting the Indians 
on the back of New England, by the affiftance 
of a gentleman, who has lived many years a- 
mong them : if it fucceeds, it will be attended 
with many advantages both in a civil as well 
as a religious way. If it is to go oh you (hall 
hedr farther from me, and I will open it more 
fully to you. 



LETTER CVI. 
From dr. Grey^* 

DEAR SIRi HiDtoii^ April ii; 174;. 

I Received laft week the favour of your book,-J- 
and return you a great many thanks for 
fo valuable a mark of your afiedion and re* 
X 2 gard. 

* See page ii$ of thefe Letters, 
t The Rife and Progrefs of Religion, Ire. 
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gard. The peruial of it has given me a great 
deal of j^fure and fiuisfiiMftion, and I pray God 
to blefs it with fuccefs*, not doubting but that 
through his grace, that fpirit of zeal and piety 
which runs through the whole, will be effedtual 
to the good purpofes intended by it, and awa- 
ken many to the ferious concerns of a truly 
chriftian and fpiritual life. I am forry I have 
not the book you mention in my ftudy, other- 
wife it ftiould be very readily at your fervice. 
I fhould think myfelf happy, if, by being nearer 
to you, I could more frequently enjoy the plea- 
fure and improvement of your converi^tion : for, 
waving all compliments on either iide, I am 
entirely of the wife man's opinion, ** As iron 
iharpeneth iron, fo a man iharpeneth the counte- 
nance of his friend.'* A frequent intercourfe be- 
tween men, who have the interefts of religion 
and learning truly at heart, muft needs be of 
fervice towards animating and affifting each other 
in their refpeftive endeavours to promote both. 
As the treatife you have fent me may be 
looked upon, you fey, as a fcquel to your Ser- 
mons upon Regeneration, I fhould be glad to 
have them, as foon as they are publi/hed, in 
the fame form and fize with this volume, that 
I may bind them in the fame manner, in two 
neat pocket volumes. 

I fhould very willingly go on with the other 
poetical parts of the Hebrew Scriptures, (and 
have a work of that kind in fome forwardnefe) 
^ut you know what fmall encouragement is 

given 
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given to the ftudy of Hebrew; and as very few 
bookfellers, if any, would run the hazard of 
printing it, fo I fliould not myfelf choofe to 
give my friends the trouble of foliciting for 
me a fecond fubfcription, being with much re- 
luftance prevailed upon, by their requcft, to do 
it for Job. I am. 

With very fincere efteem and afFedion, 
Good Sir, 
your obliged and moft humble fervant, 

Richard Grey. 



LETTER CVIL 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR» London, 0€t. 27, 174S. 

I Should fboner have returned you my thanks 
for your elegant Paraphrafe upon the laft 
words of David, which I received at Leicefter, 
but that I was hurried to town on fome pri- 
vate affairs, and have been very much engaged 
ever fince I came hither. I fhewed it to the 
Bifhop of Salifbury,* who approved of it ; and 
as he has given me leave to print the letter, 
I fhewed you at Northampton, from himfelf, I 
perfuade myfelf you will have no objedtion to 
my communicating to the publick, with your 
name, the Paraphrafe, together with fo much of 
X 3 . the 

• Dr. Sherlock. 
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the letter 70a firft fint met as rehles to die 
fubjeft. But I noald do nochiiig of dbat kimi 
without your katwtj any more dian I wxild widb- 
QOt hff lordlhip's. For yoor fuHcr f a fhh t fimm 
I /hall tranfiTibe die paragnq^A rdating to bodi, 
ju it ftands in my preface. — ^ Befere I con- 
chide, it is fitting that the reader ihoiild be 
acquainted, as uneU in juftice to myfelf as out 
of the refpeft due to die reverend prelate;^ 
wfaofe name 1 have the hoooor to prefix to 
diefe fiieets, that it is widi his permiffion that 
I make publick a letter, which, whatever coon- 
tenance or credit it might give to this per- 
formance, I ihould not have prefiimed to carry 
beyond the i»ivacy it was defigned fat withaat 
hb free confenL A defire of communicating b 
£oe an obfervatioa as is crwifatnrri in it, in the 
natund and cafy dieis which I received it in, 
w» indeed my firft motive to the l e qu cfling 
tint penniffion; but at the (ame time I muft 
CDofcfe, diat it was not the only one: for I am 
too (enfible of the honour done to me by a 
teftimony in my favour from fi> great a man, 
not to be ambttioiLs, on (6 fiur an occafion, o£ 
malring it known. — About die fame time that 
I wrote to his lardiliip, I (at alk> (bme of the 
following notes and oblervations to Dr. Dod* 
dridge of Northampton, a gentleman of diflin- 
guiihed abilities, into whole acquair.tance I was 
firft led by what I 1^ publilhci in the he- 
brew way, and for wnoic judgment I have a 
great regard. His anfwer was in terms too 

complaifint 
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complaiiant to infert the whole ; but fo much 
of it, as relates to the fubjed we are upon, 
I may venture, and have leave, to infert.'* 

This I (hewed to the Bifhop, and he told 
me he thought it was very right. I believe you 
. will have no objection to it ; but would not do 
It againft your inclination. I have not time to 
lay more at prefent being in great hafte, but 
that I have ventured to make fome little alter- 
ations, as you defired I would, in the Paraphrafe 
where I thought proper, but you (hall fee them 
yourfelf) before they go to the pre(s. I am. 

Sir, 
Your affedionate humble fervant, 

R. GR£r. 



LETTER CVIII.* 

To A LADY, 

Under deje^^ion of mind on a religions account. 

DEAR MADAM, JvLnet;, 174;. 

I Return you my moft affedionate thanks for 
the freedom with which you have 'opened 
your mind to me, both by repeated and unre- 
ferved converfations, and by a communication of 
papers intended entirely for your own ufe. 
The confequence, I moft faithfully aflure you 

X 4 is, 

• From the author's (hort hand* copy» 
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is, that the more I know you the more firm* 
ly I am convinced, not only that you are a 
real, but that you are a very advanced chriftian, 
1 have pointed out to you already the principles 
on which I build the conclufion. But as 1 have 
not yet been happy enough to remove renudn-r 
ing difficulties, give me leave in this letter to 
lay before you fome hints, as to what I ap- 
prehend may be the caufe, and, by a divine 
bleffing, in fome meafure at leaft, the cure of 
this anxiety which fo much harafles your mind* 
And pardon me, that in this ftrait of tinte, 
^nd in this hour which, with pleafure for your 
fervice, I take from my fleep before the jour- 
ney and labours of to-morrow, I do but touch 
upon particulars, and give ihort hints inftead 
of illuftrating or reafoning upon them at large. 

Now as to the Caufes of your prcfent dif- 
trefs, I apprehend the following things among 
others are the chief and moft peculiar: for I 
fhall not mention thofe two grand cardinal caufes 
of ail our diftrefs, — fome remainder of fin in 
the beft hearts, while they continue here — and 
the artifice and malice of our conunon enemy. 
What is moft peculiar feem to be, i. The 
weaknefe of animal nature, which after the at- 
tacks it has borne, muft necefiarily be very 
weak, unlefs it had been ftrengthened by a mi- 
racle, which even in fuch a cafe we have no 
warrant to exped, %, The extraordinary ele- 
vation of devotion, which at fome times you 
have known, and particularly when you were 

firft 
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firft fetting out in religion. 3. In confequencc 
of this, an ardeitt defire of equalling all the 
fallies of devotion, in this prefent infirm ftatc 
of your health -, by the very defire and endea- 
vour of which, I heartily wifli that you may 
not utterly ruin it. 4. An hard and unjuft 
conclufion which you have hence drawn againft 
yourfelf, as if you were one of the mofl: un- 
grateful and criminal of manldnd, that excites 
an indignation againft yourfelf, which you think 
you can never feel with a fufficient fenfibility. 
5. The fublime ideas which you have formed 
to yourfelf of the fpiritual life, in which you 
feem not to make fuflicient allowance, either for 
the natural infirmities of this animal frame 
when in its bcft ftate; or, for the avocations 
infeparable from the life of one who is not 
abfolutely a reclufe from the world- I really ap- 
prehend thefe to be the caufes of your difquiet. 

With relation to the moft proper meth6d of 
Cure, the following particulars prefent themfelves 
to me; which I wifli I had time to digeft and 
cxprefs better. i. To lay it down as a cer- 
tain principle, that religion confifts more in an 
intelligent, rational, and determinate choice of the 
will, than in any ardent tranfport of the afFee- 
tions, 2. To confider, that there is a certain 
degree of affliding ourfelves for paft fins, and 
for prefent imperfedions, which is fo far from 
being our duty, that it is very likely to prove 
a fnare, and to produce confequences difpleafing 
to our gracious father in heaven, and injurious 

both 
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both to ouHelves and others, g. Settle it de^ 
liberately in your underftanding as a certain 
truth, that the grand fecurity of the foul lies^ 
in deliberately intrufHng itfclf to Chrift, chofen 
in all his offices, and devoting itfelf to God 
through him, according to the tenor of the 
chriftian covenant; and fteadily endeavour in 
confequence of it, to pradiie that which the 
word of God requires, and to forbear every 
thing which it forbids, and referring all its con- 
cerns, not excepting even the d^ees of its fpi- 
ritual comfort and enjoyment, to his wife and 
gracious determination. 4. In confequence of 
this, be often, and indeed daily, renewing your 
covenant with God, in the manner which that 
moft worthy and excellent fervant of Chrift, 
your ever honoured and beloved father, has fo 
intelligently, afFedionately, and frequently recom* 
mended. 5. Let your devotions be reduced 
.within narrow limits, and rather frequent and 
fliort, than protrafted to a very great length; 
and in your addrefles to the throne of grace, 
be more intent upon the fincerity of the hearty 
and the calm fixednefs of the thoughts, than 
about the flow of afFedion, which is not and 
cannot be immediately in our own power; but 
may, humanly fpeaking, depend upon a thou- 
fand mechanical caufes, which we do not fo 
much as know. 6. Confider how much of 
religion confifb in trufting in God, in hoping 
in his mercy, and in rejoicing in him ; and 
how fuitable this is to the peculiar conftitution 

of 
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of the gofpel, and the charafter which Chrifk 
our mediator bears; by confequence therefore, 
how e(&ntial a branch of gratitude it is, and 
how much a tender confciencc (hould be upon 
its guard, that it does not fail here. 7. Re- 
member continually, that after all, it is by faith 
in the merits and interceffion of Chrift, and not 
by the perfedion of our works, that we are 
to obtain juftification and life ; and that, the 
beft of chriftians will have their imperfedions 
while they are in this world; and may, and 
muft, under a fcnfe of them, daily apply to 
the great advocate, and renew the aftings of 
their faith upon his efficacious blood and inter- 
ceffion. 8. Make yourfelf familiarly acquainted 
with the promifes of God ; thofe relating to the 
pardon of fin, the imparting grace to the foul 
that fpcks it, &c : and choofe for fome time 
icyery morning, fome comfortable promifes to 
be the fubjedt of your meditation ; and now 
and then employ that fine talent which God 
has given you for poetical compofition, in pa^ 
raphrafing fuch fcriptures in fome fhort hymns. 
9. Endeavour to , exert yourfelf as much as 
poffible, in attempts of ufefulnefs by converfing 
with the children who are fo happy as to be 
the objefts of your pious care, and with thofe 
who are in circumflances that bear any refem- 
blance to your own. 10. Difburden yourfelf 
as much as poffible, of every anxious thought 
relating to futurity, whether regarding tempo- 
rals or fpirituals : confine your views to pre- 

fent 
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fcnt duty, and leave future contingencies in the / 
hands of God. ii. Be thankfol for every,' 
the kaft glimmering of hope, and for any 
kind and degree of confolation which God is 
pleafed to give you ; and take great heed, that 
you do not fu(pe<ft thofe comforts which lead 
you to God and goodneis to be deluiions, 
merely becaufe they are not fo permanent and 
dFeAual as you could wUh, left you fhould 
injure that great agent to whom you are fo 
highly obliged, and whom you fo tenderly fear 
to grieve. 12. In one word, ftudy by all 
means to nourifh the love of God in your heart; 
breathe forth ^th humble tendemefs the genuine 
impreflions of it; and as human nature muft 
have its weary intervals and its barren fi-ames, 
delight to look to God in them, as a being 
who penetrates all the tnmoft recefles of^ the 
heart, and fees that fecret tendency of foul to 
him, which I have neither tears nor words to 
exprefs. " Lord, thou knoweft, that I lof e thee : 
or that I would, thou knoweft 1 would, prefer 
the fenfible exercifes of it to any other delight." 
By this method, the habits of divine love will 
ftrengthen by frequent afts -, and I verily be- 
lieve, that time will at length produce fuch a 
confcioufnefs of it, that you will be no more 
able to doubt of it than of your own exiftence. 
Thefe, Madam, are advices, wtiich though 
not cxprefled with the accuracy I could wi(h, 
I would recommend to you as the moft impor- 
tant I can give. My eameft prayer for you, 

and 
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and which I defire daily to repeat, is, that God 
himfelf may be your comforter, and pour out 
upon your wounded and mournful heart the 
oil of gladnefs in a rich abundance. To know 
that I have been in any -inftancc the inftru. 
ment of reviving fo excellent a fpirit would 
give me unutterable joy, and I fliould eftecm 
it among the greateft honours God has ever 
bcftowed upon. 

Dear Madam, 
Your moft afFedlionate friend, 

and faithful humble fervant, 
P. Doddridge. 



LETTER CIX. 

From dr. Hunt.* 

DEAR SIR, Hcrtford-Collcgc, Aaguft 2, 1745. 

IMuft not any longer delay to make my 
acknowledgments fot the favour of your laft 
kind letter, left I fhould feem to afFeft a reta- 
liation, and to inflia that punifhment, (if a 
thing fo inconfiderable can be called a punifh- 
ment) which you fo ingenioufly deprecate, I 
mean the filence of a whole half year. I muft 
confefs, it was a difappointment to me, not to 
have had the pleafure of hearing from fo valu- 
able 

* Afterwards Canon of Chrift-Church, and Regias Pro* 
feflbr of Hthrcw in the Univcrfity of Oxford. 
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able a correfpondent for fo long a time ; and I 
was at firft tempted to have revenged this dc* 
lay hy not taking pen in hand for the fpace 
of iix months; but I have (ince had time to 
cool, and have fo far recovered my temper, as 
to be able to abate you a month or two on 
the balance. — To be ferious : though I have 
delayed fo long to return you my thanks for 
the favour of your good company, I am not 
unmindful of the pleafure I received from it; 
nor will the delightful ideas of the good chrif- 
tian, the fcholar, and the gentleman, which Dr. 
Doddridge's prefence imprefTed on my mind, 
ceafe to have a lafting place there, how infen- 
fible foever I may feem to have ihewn mjrfelf 
of them iince his departure. The truth of it 
IS, Sir, your laft letter caught me in the midft 
of a bufy term, in the hurry of a multitude 
of leftures, both publick and private, and fo 
was laid by in company with feme others which 
came to , me about the fame time from my beft 
friends, till I fhould be at leifure to anfwer it, 
which I cannot fay I have been, in any toler* 
able degree, till now, when the arrival of the 
long vacation gives me an opportunity of recol- 
Icfting the arrears I am in to my correfpon- 
dents. Among which, dear Sir, thofe to your- 
felf demand my firft regard. Give me leave 
therefore to repeat my thanks to you (and to 
add thofe of Mrs. Hunt) for the favour and 
honour you did us in your kind vifit; and 
moft heartily to condole with you on that va- 
riety 
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riety of diftrefs which befell you and your good 
family on your return to Northampton. I hope 
that divine Providence, in whofe difpenfations 
you have fo efFeftually taught others to ac- 
quiefce, was your feafonable relief and fupport ; 
and that you, who by your pious labours have 
made thousands of other families happy, are 
now pcrfedlly fo in your own. 

With our thanks for the favour of your 
good company, be pleafed to accept of our moft 
hearty acknowledgments for your kind prefent 
of your excellent piece on the Rife and Progreis 
of Religion in the Soul : a performance which 
cannot fail of doing much good in the world, 
as it is judicioufly contrived to engage the at- 
tention, and improve the minds of all forts of 
rsaders ; being fo plain, as to be intelligible 
to the loweft underftandings, at the fame time 
that it is fo elegant, as to gratify the higheft. 
You may aflure yourfelf, Sir, that it was not 
in the power of my moft preffing engagements 
to hinder me f]X)m reading fiich a work as 
this, and I hope I am much the better for 
having done fo. Nor would it have been kind 
to my dear Mrs. Hunt, not to have given 
her an opportunity of perufing a book, from 
which I myfelf had received fo much benefit. I 
therefore no fooner laid it out of my own 
hands, but I put it into her's, where I after* 
wards oftentimes found it, and cannot eafily 
tell you how much ihe was affeded by it, nor 

de(cribe 
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*^^^^*^ cfe gndcade ioc prorefles to owe tx^ 
her wtwAf HrifniAor. 

I hsKfc oat M i immA s dejun Prnperis tt Peri^ 
ffrim^ wbkh yoa enquire ajfeer, nor is it to be 
had berc I find it is in the Bodleian Libnuy, 
vhcfc I fiiall be radjr at any time to confidt 
k fer yoa. I made your compliments to the 
Dean of Chrift-Church and our other friends, 
vho often afiL kindly after you. The principal 
and his lady are retired to Launden-Grange for 
the long vacadoo, where they are both well, 
as I underffamd by a letter I received from the 
Dr. by the laft poft. I heartily wifh you 
health and fuccds in the profecution of all your 
publick and private labours for the good of 
mankind, and am, with mine and my wife's 
beft refpefts to yoiu^lf, your good lady and 
ftreiide, and to your fellow-traveller Mr. Fer- 
guflbn. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft afFedionate and obliged 

humble fervaiit, 

Thomas Hunt. 



LETTER 
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LETTER ex. 

From thk same. 

DEAR SIR, Hertford- CoU^c, Feb. 26, 1745—6. 

I Received the favour of your kind letter by 
Dr. Stonhoufe, and am glad to hear that 
you and your good family are well. Your a- 
.pology for not having given me this pleafure 
fooner is extremely obliging, but no more than 
what I had made for you before in my own 
mind. The variety of noble and ufefiil employ- 
ments Dr. Doddridge is engaged in, readily 
offered themfelves in his excufe, and will, if I 
may be fo happy as tp hope for a line now 
and then, when his engagements are the leaft 
preffing, be a ftanding argument that, though 
I cannot hear from him fo often as I could 
wifh, I am not forgotten by him. 

Many thanks to you for your excellent Ser- 
mon on the death of the valiant and worthy 
Colonel' Gardiner. I was moft fenfibly affeded 
with the perufal of it; nor can I eafily tell 
you whether I was more pleafed with the in- 
genuity of the difcourfe, or moved with the 
tendemefs of the application. Both your la- 
mentation over your dead friend, and your 
moving epiftlc to his dilconfolate widow, are 
plainly formed on Horace's plan. Si vis me flerej 
&c, and therefore it is no wonder they fhould 
draw tears from your readers, as, I aflure you, 
they did not only from my dear Mrs. Hunt, 

Y but 
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but myfelf, in great abundance How mouni- 
fully pleafing to Lady Frances muft the honour 
you have done her gallant confort be! And 
as for the deceased hero himfelf, methinks, I 
hear every brave foldier in the britifli arm^* 
faluting his afties (thus diftinguiihed by your 
praifes) in the words of Alexander, when he 
ftood before the tomb of Achilles, and refleAed 
on the honour that had been done that famous 
warrior by Homer's verfes, 

O fortunate Gardinere, qui tuae virtutis 
Talem prseconem inveneris ! 

At leaft, I am fure thefe would be their fenti- 
ments, were your Sermon put into their hands, 
as I could heartily wifh (for the animating 
the courage of our troops) it were. — I need 
not tell you how glad I fhould be to fee the 
remarlcable pafTages of a life, the conclufion of 
which was fo glorious. 

And now I have mentioned the death of this 
great man, give me leave. Sir, to congratulate 
you on the happy profpeft we now have of 
feeing a Ipeedy and efFeftual period put to this 
wicked rebellion, which was the occafion of it. 
In humble imitation of fuch true lovers of 
their country as yourfelf, I have, in a courfe of 
fourteen or fifteen Sermons, (the firft of them 
preached at the Archdeacon of Oxford's viiita- 
tion) endeavoured to bear my teftimony againft 
this horrid attempt and the pernicious confe- 
quences of it; and, as there are a great many 
popifh families in the neighbourhood of my 

pariih 
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parifli, I am not without hopes that I have 
done fome little good within the compafs of my 
narrow fphere : at leaft, Uberavi atdmam meam. 

Your friends here often enquire after your 
kealth, and are much at your fervice ; but none 
more fo, than Mr. Merrick of Trinity, whofe 
compliments I will fend you in his own words, 
*' Pray, give my humble fervice to the worthy 
dodor, and let him know that I fhall be proud 
of the honour of his acquaintance.** I am furc 
Mr. Merrick's friends may juftly be fo of his. 
For there cannot be a more deferving man in 
all refpefts. His learning (which is beyond 
comparifon great for his years) is the leaft of 
his many good qualifications. He has every 
virtue which renders learning amiable and ufe- 
ful; is not only a good fcholar, but (which is 
infinitely better) a good chriftian. 

I am glad to hear that the third volume 
of your Family Expofitor is in fuch forward- 
nefs: a work which is calculated to do the 
greateft good, and which therefore I hope will 
ibon be in the hands of every ferious family 
in the kingdom. May God give you life and 
health to finifh this, and every other defign 
which you have in hand for the advancement 
of hi? religion, and the benefit of mankind. 
I am, with Mrs. Hunt's and my beft relpefts 
to yourfelf and your good lady, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moft aflFeftionate, 

and moft obliged humble fervant, 

T. Hunt. 
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LETTER CXI. 

From the same, 

DEAR SIR, Hcrtford-Collcgc, Oa, 2, 1746. 

AS the inclofed Propofals have been the oc- 
caAon of my not writing to you fooner, 
I beg they may be my apology for it. You 
will perceive they contain a very large and 
circumftantial account of the work which is the 
fubjeft of them: an account, which (however 
neceflary in an imdertaking fo little known) I 
thought I fliould not have leifure to coUeft 
and digeft, to my fatisfadion, in term time ; 
and therefore chofe to fet afide part of the va- 
cation for it. By which means, this feafbn, in 
which I ufed to anfwer letters, and quit {cores 
with my correfpondents, has, inftcad of giving 
me an opportunity of paying my debts, only 
ferved to run me farther into arrears. 

But of all the arrears which I have been 
forced to leave undifcharged, there is none that 
has lain heavier on my mind, than that to Dr. 
Doddridge; as there is nobody, whofe corres- 
pondence I have reafon to fet a greater value 
on. Give me leaVfe then, out of compaffion 
to myfelf, as well as refpeft to you. Sir, to 
return you my fincereft thanks for the favour 
of your laft kind letter, and your excellent Ser- 
mon on Luke i. 74* 75» that accompanied iu 
Such a difcourfe as this, though you are pleafed 

to 
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to call your preaching it on the 9th of Feb- 
ruary your finging TV Deum too fbon, can ne- 
ver be unfeafonable. If the vidory over the 
rebels was not then complete, the advantages 
of fuch a victory were certain : and the dif- 
playing them in the lively and affefting man- 
ner you have done, could not be improper with 
regard either to God, or man. With regard to 
God, it was the readieft way to engage him to 
beftow them, and with regard to man, it was 
the readieft way to encourage him to defcrvc 
them. Thanks be to Providence ! our deliver- 
ance, to which the precipitate flight from Stir- 
ling was a prelude, is now complete : Te Deum 
is now ordered to be lung by the united voice 
of the whole nation : and I make no doubt 
but the heart that was ready on the 9th of 
February, will be prepared to fing and fpeak 
praife in the moft acceptable manner on the 
9th of Odober. Extremely forry am I, that 
this conqueft fhould have coft the lives of fo 
many of our gallant countrymen. Permit me 
to condole with you, in a particular manner, oa 
the lofs of the third illuftrious brother of the 
Munro family, the valiant and glorious Captain 
George. Very affliding to me was the news 
of that unfortunate event, becaufe I knew it 
would be fo to my worthy friend. But the 
greater the mifchiefs of this deteftable rebellion, 
the more thankful fhould we be for the provi- 
dential extindtion of it ! 

Y 3 Our 
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Our worthy friend Mr. Merrick is out of 
town. I cannot ealily tell you how highly de- 
lighted my wife was with that paragraph of your 
kind letter, where you gave her hopes of fee- 
ing Mrs. Doddridge here. There is nobody 
(he would be fo glad to pay her refpefts to. 
But this is a happine(s, which, I am afraid, 
ihe cannot expeft at prefent, becaufe, if I un« 
derftand you right, it is now about decim4e ordo 
hna. All that ihe can now defire is, that you 
would permit her to pleafe herfelf with the 
thoughts of feeing her at a more proper feafon. 
In the mean time, her beft wiflies and kindeft 
refpefts attend thofe of. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft afFe<ftionate, 

and obedient humble fervant, 
T. Hunt. 



LETTER CXn. 

From the same. 

Chrift-Church, April 14, 1748. 
DEAR AND WORTHY SIR, 

I Fully intended to have thanked you for the 
pleafure of your laft very kind letter many 
months ago •, but was prevented by the death of 
my predeceflbr, the news of which hurried me 
to London, where I was detained, above fix 

weeks 
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^ecks. When I returned hither, I had many 
forms and ceremonies to go through on account 
of my new preferment ; many congratulatory let- 
ters to anfwer -, innumerable vifits to return, &c; 
not to mention the trouble and hurry of re- 
moving to Chrift-Church, and fumifliing a large 
empty houfe. After thefe things were over, I 
had a courfe of ledures to prepare, ^hich 
joined to my other employments, publiclc and 
private, have taken up ever/ moment of my 
time, and laid me under the unavoidable ne«> 
ceflity of being a very bad correfpondent even 
to my beft friends, among the chief of whom 
I am proud to reckon the worthy Dr. Dod- 
dridge. 

But, not to make any farther apology for 
my filence, which nothing but your good na» 
ture can excufe, give me leave to return you 
my fincere, though late thanks for the favour 
of your laft moft obliging letter, and to enquire 
after your and your good family's health and 
welfare. I hope you yourfelf. Sir, are as well, 
as every true lover of religion and virtue wiihes 
you to be •, that Mrs. Doddridge continues to 
enjoy the good cfFefts of the bath •, and that 
your dear children go on to anfwer your beft 
expedations. Indeed it is fcarce pofTible for the 
children of fuch parents to do amifs. Would 
to God, that every, branch of the rifing gene* 
ration were as well fecured, as thofe happy 
young perfons, who have the good fortune to 
be placed under your care, whether as father, 
Y 4 pr 
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or preceptor ! There would be then ibme pro£> 
peft of better men, and better times. 

Many thanks for your kind intentions mth 4 
r^rd to my Egyptian Hiilory. I have been 
forced to lay that work by for fome time, on 
aqx)unt of the preparations I have been making 
for my Hebrew leAures ; but I hope to bring 
it on the anvil again very foon, and finifh it. 
Dr. Stonhoufe, to whom I beg you to prefent 
my beft refpefts, has fent me his fubfcription. 

Yefterday was fortnight, the Univerfity con- 
ferred the degree of L. L. D. on Mr, Weft, 
in coniideration of the great and eminent fer- 
vice he has done the chriftian religion by his 
book on the Refurredion of our Saviour. It 
is faid, that the fame honour was offered to Mr. 
Lyttelton for his piece on St. Paul's Conver- 
sion, but that he declined it in an handfome 
manner, by faying that he chofe not to be un- 
der any particular attachments, that, if he fhould 
happen to write any thing of the like kind for 
the future, it might not appear to proceed 
from any other motive whatfoever, but a pure 
dcfire of doing good. 

Laft night the corpfc of Dr. Holmes, Prc/i- 
^ent of St. John's, who died a few days ago 
at Bath, was interred in the college chapel. He 
has left a legacy of thirteen thoufand pounds 
to that fociety, which is to take place after the 
dcccafe of his widow. He is to be fucceeded 
by Dr. Derham. 

The 



\, 
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The Dean, Mr. Merrick, and the reft of your 
friends here are well, and defire you to accept 
their beft refpefts. The good principal of Hert- 
v<ford you will probably fee at your eleftioii. 
life have now a good houfe here, which I hope 
you and Mrs. Doddridge will make your home» 
when you come to Oxford. I aflure you, you 
will not any where find a more fincere wcl- 
come. I thank God, the air at Chrift-Church 
agrees with my wife perfedly well, and (he 
has not been better in health, fince fhe came 
to Oxford, than fhe is at prefent. She defiras 
her beft refpeAs to yourfdf and good lady may 
attend thofe of. 

Dear Sir, 
Your mbft afFedionate, 
and obedient humble fervant, 
T. Hunt. 



LETTER CXIII. 

From the same. 

Chrill-Church, January 4, ij^%^^ 
DEAR AND WORTHY SIR, 

I Beg you to excufe the trouble of this, which 
is to defire your acceptance of the fpeech 
which I made at the entrance on my new office. 
You will perceive, that it is only the third 

part 
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part of what I intended to have offered to the 
publiclc on the fame fubjeft ; but I have been 
hindered from finifhing it, not only by my at- 
tendance on AbdoUatiph, as mention^ in the 
note, page 26, but Ukewife by my want of 
health, which would not permit me to go to 
the publick library to confuk fnch books as I 
had occaiion for. My complaint is the gravel ; 
and a very fevere and tedious one it has been : 
but, I thank God, I am now better, and hope, 
through the afliftance of the divine goodnefs, 
and the care of Dr. Frewin, I (hall foon be well. 

I am much obliged to you for the pleafure 
I had in the company of good Mr. Longue- 
ville. He is a fenfible, friendly, good natured, 
worthy man. I was very forry my illnefs would 
not permit me to attend him in feeing the 
curiofities of the place; but I got Mr. Ken- 
nicott to do it, who not only fliewcd him the 
Univcrfity, but likewife waited on him to Blen- 
heim. And Mr. Longueville was pleafed to fay 
he was much delighted with what he had feen. 

Many thanks to you for your kind prefent 
of your excellent Sermon. You have done great 
honour to our brother Mr. Hervey in the de- 
dication, which breathes the true fpirit of chrif- 
tian benevolence, and contains fuch generous 
and charitable fentiments as muft charm every 
reader that has any regard to the true interefts 
of our moft holy religion. I think the account 
you give of the occafion of the words (which 
is fomething in my way) is perfeftly juft, and 

the 
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the method in which you have explained and 
carried on the metaphor throughout, is in the 
higheft degree beautiful, as well as inftruftive. , 
I hope by this time you are happy in the 
increafe of your family, to which I wifh all 
imaginable profperity, and that your worthy 
lady and the little one are perfedly well. I 
cannot tell you how much my dear Mrs. Hunt 
and 1 long to fee your life of Colonel Gardi- 
ner. I am, with her and my beft refpedte to 
yourfelf and good Mrs. Doddridge, 
Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged and very afFcAionate 

humble fervant, 
T. Hunt. 



LETTER CXIV. 
From the earl of Halifax.* 

^ SIR, Audlcy-Strect. Sept. 19, 1745. 

I Should not have deferred anfwering your ob- 
liging letter till this poft, had I not thought 
it neceffary to take fome time in confidering 
the contents of it, and in endeavouring to di- 

reft 

* During the Rebellion in 1749^ Dr. Doddridge ex* 
erted himfelf with great zeal and at a confiderable ex- 
penfe in the caufe of his king and country. When a' 
regiment was railing in Northamptoaihire^ to be under 

the 
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TtSt that honeft and hearty zeal, which you (b 
warmly cxpr^ for the defence ef our religion, 
liberty, and prefent happy eftabliftiment, in fuch 
a channel as may prove moft ufeful to the 
poblick caufe, and beft fuit with the inclinations 
of the government ; which, upon fuch an occa- 
fion as this, muft neceflarily be confulted, or 
the moft loyal and zealous fubjeds of his ma^ 
jcfty may dunce to meet with an aukward re- 
turn for their proffered fervices, as not bemg 
perfedly agreeable to the fentiments of thofe 
in power. 

Entirely agreeing with you. Sir, that great 
indolence and inadlivity have been manifeft up- 
on this occa/ion ; and thinking it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary that fomebody fhould fet an example of 
fpirit \n the prefent conjuncture, I had, for 
hmt days before I received your letter, been 
deliberating in what manner I could prove moft 
ufeful to my country •, and had at laft refolved 
to offer my fervice to his majefty, with a pro- 
pofal of my endeavours to raife a regiment in 
and about Northampton-, which, with the aflift- 
ance of the neighbouring gentlemen, whofc 
affcdions to his majefty's perfon and govern, 
ment I thought 1 might venture to rely upon, 

I had 

the command of the Earl of Halifax, he wrote many 
letters to his friends in that county and neigh bourhood, 
to excite their concurrence ; he went about among hit 
own people to encourage proper pcrfons to enlift, aod 
had the plcafure to find many of them chcarfuUy en- 
gaging in the defign. Life, p. 179. 
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I had no reafon to doubt might be foon com- 
pleted : and fuch an offer as this from one, 
not fo well enabled by fortune or influence in 
the country to ferve his majefty, as many great 
pcrfonages in this kingdom, I thought could 
not fail of animating many others, and raifing 
a glorious fpirit of early oppofition to the dc- 
teftable and rebellious attempt now carrying on 
in Scotland: and my opinion is, that it is not 
enough that this infurredion be quafhed by 
ordinary methods, efpecially when I confider it 
could take its rife from no other hope than 
the difaflfedtion of his majefty's fubjefts: the 
contrary difpofition ought to be univerfally (hewn, 
and it is for the credit of his majefty*s go- 
vernment, and_ for the honour of this nation 
abroad, that many thoufands, unpaid and unfo- 
Hcited, fhould take up arms to the immediate 
confufion of thefe infolent rebels. 

Your letter, which I cannot enough commend 
for the worthy and generous fpirit that fhines 
in every part of it — but I will fay no more on 
the fubjcft, than that 1 think you fhew yourfelf 
upon this occafion, as well as all others, the beft 
of men. Your letter, I fay, confirmed me in my 
opinion of the neceflity of fhewing an early 
zeal in the defence of all that is dear to us; 
and I Ihould forthwith have made my propofal 
to his majefty, but that the advice of fomc 
friends (of whofe judgment in affairs of this 
nature I have the higheft opinion, and whofe in- 
tegrity I have had long experience of) convinced 

me. 
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me, that as this rebellion is not yet confidercd 
in fo ferious a light, as to render atjy extraor- 
dinary offers of this nature acceptable to thofe 
in power, I had better wait till the exigency 
would better juftify them. I cannot fay I to- 
tally concur in their opinion ; but as I would 
not upon any confideration appear officious in 
my zeal, which has not now, or ever (hall have 
any other motive than the fupport of his ma- 
jefty's royal family, and the true intereft of 
the publick, I for the prefent refolved to wave 
my purpofe. But in the mean time I am en- 
deavouring to fpur up thofe, who have the care 
of the whole, to the fame fpirit that animates 
myfelf and you ; and hope that before Sunday 
next I ftiall be better informed what part to 
aft when I fee Northampton/hire. I purpofe be- 
ing at Horton on Sunday night, and fhould be 
very glad to have your company at dinner on 
Monday, tTiat we may difcourfe farther upon 
this fubjeft. I wiih I could now fay ail to you 
I think upon this occafion, but at prefent let 
it fuffice, that I only add an aflurance, which 
I flatter myfelf you will believe, of my being 
with the greateft regard. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient 

and obliged humble fervant. 
Dunk Halifax, 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXV. 

From the same, 

DEAR DOCTOR, Audlcy-Strcct, Nov. 14, 1745. 

FOR that epithet I muft make ufe ofj and 
you would think 1 might juftly do it, if 
you knew how much you had endeared your- 
felf to me by your worthy and good difpofi- 
tion : this muft make you valuable in the eyes 
of every honeft man. Give me leave, who 
have feen fo much of it, to be particularly af. 
feded by it: amiable however as it is, do not 
fuppofe I mean it will univerfally meet with 
the reward it ought : it is with great concern I 
am obliged to think above half the world — 
or — . 

Thofe, whofe intentions arc the moft upright, 
are moft fubjeft to the fecret weapons of envy, 
jealoufy, and malice, and though there is no- 
thing to be alleged againft them, but that they 
have eminently done as they ought, that, be- 
lieve me, is fufficient to draw numbcrlefs ene- 
mies upon them. God knows, I heartily wifh 
I had in my fphere as Angular merit as you 
have in yours ; but if I had, my enemies per- 
haps would not be fewer than they are; for I 
muft obfcrve to you that I never attempted 
any thing I thought eflentially, though perhaps 
uncommonly right, but what I was immediately 
expofed to calumny and reproach, and to the 

falfc 
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falfe conftrudions of thofe who had not the 
nature to attempt the fame, I difr^ard and 
dcfpifc them ; and would rather have the appro- 
bation of one fuch man as you, than that of 
the corrupted, milled multitude. 

In this light, I confider the manner in which 
I have been treated in return for the great 
fatigue and labour I have been at to ferve my 
king and country in this time of danger. The 
ihafts which malice and refentment have di- 
re6ted towards me will mifs their mark, and re- 
coil upon thofe who are the authors of them, 
>/^hat you mention in your letter, I own fur- 
prifes, but does not concern me; I mean, that 
I have got a penflon from his majcfty of two 
thoufand pounds a year for my ferviccs. Such 
a report is without the leaft founclation, and 
you will do well to contradidl it. As I told 
you folemnly at Northampton, I had no other 
motive in what I did, but the publick welfare, 
-fo I can with the greateft truth aflure you, I 
have never had any other thought, any other 
inducement, but the fcrvice of my country; 
and however his majefty might confider me as 
a fubjeft worthy his favour, he never has, and 
I never wiflied he fhould reward me for what 
I have done. So far from being a gainer by 
my regiment, 1 am confident I ftiall be a fuf- 
ferer above a thoufand pounds, not a farthing 
of which I ever ftiall or ever will be rcimburfed. 

When I fee you at Northampton, which I 
purpofe doing in a very few days, I will bring 

you 
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you figned the papers you ient me ; and think 
myfelf obliged to you for putting it in my 
power to relieve the diftreiled. 

Now let me return you my hearty thanks 
for your friendly congratulations upon Lady 
Hali^'s (afe delivery, and aiTure you that I 
am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful 

and obedient humble fervant. 
Dunk Halifax. 



LETTER CXVI. 

From Nathaniel Neal^ esq.* 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, April, 1743. 

THE report which you had heard of my 
honoured Father's Death was too well 
founded) if it is becoming the filial gratitude 

Z I owe 

^ An eminent attorney in London ; Ton of the Rev* ' 
Mr. Daniel Neal, author of the Hifiory of the Poritans ; 
and Nephew of Dr. Lardner.— »'* Whofe chara^r^ fays 
a correfpondent,.! never think of without the highefl 
veneration and efteem, as few ever poflefled more emi- 
nently the virtues of the heart, united with a very fu- 
perior nnderftanding and judgment." He wrote a pamph- 
let, entitled, A free and ferious Remonilrance to Protef- 
tant Diflenting Miniilers, on occafion of the Decay of 
Religion ; which was republiihed by the late Rev. Mr. 
Job Orton, in 1775.— As frequent mention hath been 
made of Ma. Oarox's name in this volume, who was 

the 
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I owe his memory to feem to repine at my 
own lofsy which I am iktisfied is greatly his 
gain -, efpecially when his nobler powers were fo 

much 

the particular friend of Dr. Doddridge, and the writer 
of his life, the editor had intended to have given a 
(hort account of him by way of appendix to thefe let* 
ters; but confidering, that this will ere long be done 
by a much abler hand in the new edition of the Bio- 
graphia Britannica, he will content himfelf with fub* 
joining here ^the fc^Iowing refpedable tellimony borne to 
hit memory and worth, as written, in a letter, to the edi- 
tor by Dr. Johndone, an eminent phyfician of Worcefter. 

DEAR SIR, Feb. 26, 1786. 

" Lord Bacon reckons it a great deficiency tn Biogra- 
phy, that it is for the mod part confined t6 the anions 
of kings and princes, and a few perfons of high rank; 
while the memory of men didinguiflied for worth and 
goodnefs in the lower ranks of life has been only pre- 
fenrcd by tradition. -^ — 1 rejoice therefore, that yon have 
undertaken to colled memoirs of the late Rev. Job Or- 
ton, one of thofe excellent perfons, who was as induf- 
trious in concealing that worth which was fo conspicuous 
to all who knew him, as he was earned and fkilful ia 
applying it to the bed and mod benevolent purpofes. — 
Indeed, my friend, wc (hall not fee his like again : we 
ihall not fee knowledge fo cxtenfive joined with fuch hu- 
mility: fach wifdom and difcernment of the human 
charader and of human life, fo determinately employed 
in doing good to all around him, and to diflTufe happi- 
nefs to the liirgc circle of human fociety. He truly had 
the wifdom of the ferpent and the innocence of the dove. 
Of the feventeen years which he pafled in Kidderminder, 
I fpent mod ufefolly and happily daily many hours in 
his company : his counfel always ikilful, was faithful and 
benevolent. I felc the advantage of it, and regret the 
irreparable lofs I have foftaincd. I do not remember I 

ever 
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much obfcured, even to the fight of his friends, 

as they have been for fometimc paft by the 

bodily decays he laboured under. But notwith- 

Z 2 (landing 

ever fpent ten minutes in his company* without being 
witneis to fome benevolent deiign or fome bei|erolent 
afllon. He comforted and advifed the opulent — he vi- 
fited the widow and the fatherlefs* the (ick, the poor and 
needy, in their aiRidlion. He applied his fortune in re* 
lieving their wants : and a mind, ftill mor^ rich in re- 
fources, than his fortune was in abundance, in contrivan- 
ces, as well as incitements to others, to adminifter relief. 
To fuch as needed, he gave with that generous addrefs^ 
and that exquifite fkill, in which I think he farpafl*ed 
moft perfbns I have ever known. I repeat it, I never 
was in his company without perceiving he was carrying 
on fome ufeful defign, either of a publick or private 
nature : doing good himfelf and impelling others to con- 
cur with him in executing ibme charitable work, or 
fome plan to relieve indigence, to alleviate pain, to in*- 
form ignorance, to check and reform vice: in arbitrat- 
ing and fettling differences, which had any where taked 
place among his friends or acquaintance he pofleflcd 
great influence, and (hewed always great addrefs, and 
gave fatisfa^on by his interference. He poflefled a hap* 
py manner of engaging the affedions and confidence of 
young perfons, and he gave them advice in fuch a man- 
ner as had generally a happy influbnoe in forming their 
character to habits of virtue and religion* His ability 
and his zeal as a minifter I do not prefume to mention: 
his worth as a man, his fincerity as a chriflian, need 
no fuch feeble teflimony as mine. It is indeed an iq- 
jury to (6 high a character to offer any tefUmony. But 
I cannot /orbear calling to your recollefiion, that though 
he was zealous as a chrilliaD, yet he poflcffed no warmth 
of zeal to any thing but real religion. A protefiant diA 
fenter he was upon principle, but entertained the moft 
liberal communication with many individuals belonging 

to 
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ftanding all the admirable reliefs which reafon 
and faith afford under the uneafinefs which na- 
ture feels on the lofs of fo near and (who had 

been 

to the eftablilhment, difiingaiihed like himrelf by worth 
and takDts ; and had the moft generous and charitable 
fentiments concerning parties and perfons of different fo- 
cieties and perfuafions in religion in every part of Eu- 
rope.* — I need not inform you, that a bad ftate^ of health 
brought him to Kidderminfter ; and that I had the honour 
to be confided in» as his phyfician.f His complaints were 
of the nervous and melancholic kind : they often interrupt* 
ed his eafe and his ufefoln efs; but were prevented from 
confining him entirely to the houfe till the month of June, 
1783. He had often complained of failure of memory; but 
yet» in particular inftances^ ytry conftantly gave proofs of 
his pofTeffing it with unufual accuracy and extent, Ac 
lengthy however, the defeat which he perceived, appeared 
to others, now and then in expreffing an improper word, 
and in making a paufe before he pronounced the in* 
tended one. He complained of psun and a growing con- 
' fuiion in his head. About a week before bis death, 
that confufion became apparent and complete. He knew 
every perfon, but could not exprefs what he intended. 
In three or four days more he became lethargic, and 

died 

* *^ It bath always been my endeavour and my happlnefs to be 
upon good terms with all my brethren, whether conformiils, non- 
conformist, calvinifb, arminians, &c. I valued them according to 
their real worth, and endeavovred to ferve tbem; and we were al. 
ways focial and friendly. Thu affords me fome fatitfadion in the 
decline of life. Do you think our great Mafter will blame me for 
fuch a condva?" 

Im M iitttr f the tdhfr. 

t ^* I left Shrew(bury and came to Kidderminiler, (fays Mr. Ortoa) 
that J might have the advice of a very able and (kUful phyficiao 
(Dr. Johnftone) who hath always proved hlmfclf a faithful and ten- 
der friend ; to whofe care as a phyfician, I, under God, owe my 
life, and to whofe friendihlp I am indebted for fome of the greatell 
comforu of it," 
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been) fo deiirable a relation, and the many cir* 
cumftances of weaknefs which fecmed to make 
diflblution lefs formidable, yet the parting fea- 
fon will be gloomy, the breathlefs corps of a 
once dear and valuable friend will alFedl us, and 
the carrying out of our houfe^ and leaving be- 
hind us in a folitary tomb, all that was vi/ible 
(when at the feme time it was fo venerable) of 
a Father, ftrikes a damp on the fpirits which 
is not eaiily overcome or forgotten. I blefs God, 

Z 3 that 

died apopleflic the tgih of July, 17839 in the fixty-fixth 
year of his age. — — That lired^ and thus died this fsT" 
vant of God— this good man — dear to and revered by 
all: this coanfellor and friend, whofe lofs we xnafl ever 
deplore. Bot, my &iend» let ut no longer view our 
loiTes. How fingalar was oar advantage! He was oar 
counfellor and comforter while alive : his memory ever 
dear to us, and prefent with as, will flill fuftain and 
proted us. If at any time maledidion ihall perfecate 

us living or dead— it will be replied "No — this 

cannot be true, the honefteft and worthier of men was 
their friend.** — In books of piety, and in the lives of 
pioas men, we fee the efie£ls which religion ought to 
have ; thofe who knew Mr. Orton faw the influence it 
had, faw its fpirit and precepts exemplified in his temper 
and conduct." 

Were it oeceiTary to add to the above, it would be 
eafy to produce the teflimonies of a Kennicott, an Adams, 
a Tucker, with feveral others given by eminent men 
both of the eftabliihment and among the diflenters : for, 
to nfe the language of the apofUe, '* he had a good 
report of all men, and of the truth itfelf." 

Dum memor ipfe mei, dum fpiritus hos reget artus. 
Semper honot, nommque tanm, laudefque manebunt« 

VlEGIL. 
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I. 

that in all his fenfible intervals, during, his laft 
illnds, he enjoyed an uncommon ferenity of 
mind, and behaved, and died, becoming a dirifl 
tian and a minifter. Mr. Jennings is to preach 
Us funeral-fermon to-morrow. I would requeft 
your prayers that we may none of us be want« 
ing in a due improvement either of his good 
ini^ftions or example. 

I (hall fend a mourning ring for you to Mr. 
Fenner, which I b^ your acceptance of in me- 
mory of the deceafed, and as a token of the 
refped with which I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft humble iervant, 
Nathaniel Neal. 

I heard my Uncle Lardner mention his hav- 
ing fent you a complete edition of his works. 



LETTER CXVII. 

From the same. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, Oa. 15. 1743. 

TH E candid reception you gave my laft 
of the iJth inftant, I impute principally 
to your own condefcending and friendly difpofi- 
tion, and next to the credit you gave to that 
fimplicity of intention with which it was wrote, 

and 
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and wherein alone I can be any ways fure it 
was not very defeftive. 

I am not infenfible. Sir, that the refped ma- 
ny of your people bore to Mr. — -, and yoiy 
own acquaintance with him, muft have made 
it a matter of difficulty to you entirely to 
have avoided fhewing him ibme regards on 
his coming to Northampton : and I greatly re- 
joice in being furniflied with fo particular an 
account of the circumftances attending his vifit ; 
that may enable me to fay, you were fo far 
at that time from feeking his preaching in your 
pulpit, that you took feveral fteps (and all that 
you thought you could prudently venture on, 
and fuch a9 might, if they had fucgeeded, have 
been fufficient) to have prevented it : which I 
doubt not will, and I am fure ought to have 
fom'e weight with thofe who cenfure this ftep 
on the foot of imprudence: I could only wifh 
I were able to make thefe circumftances known 
as far as that cenfure may be likely to extend. 
I fliould be very forry. Sir, if you had any 
juft reafon to apprehend, that what has or may 
be written you by any of your friends on this 
fubjedt, is intended to have any weight on the 
foot of authority. They ought to be afhamed 
of wiftiing any greater influence over you, than 
what their arguments, backed by the afFedion 
which all, -who deferve the name of your friends, 
fo juftly have for you will give them. And . 
it is in confidence, that you will not think me 
fo vain or weak to wifh any greater for myfelf, 
Z 4 that 
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dat I fufnie to write another word to you 
CD tins fiibjeft. 

And tbcR is one diii^ which your letter 
fjtfCB mt an occafion to fn^eft for your pre- 
fat ooofidenEban with rtffrd to your appre- 
iKefioos of tlie growth of infidelity, (which I 
am a lwAuduuly fttisfied are too well founded) 
aad that is, whether the enthofiafin and extra- 
f igauci e i of weak chriftians have not fumiflied 
cot totBC of the moft fpedous pleas, as well as 
%kaK&d uimmiltt of infidelity ? The pamphlet 
of Ctrj^fiotff W9i fBMMdti CM ArpmaUj alone fuffi- 
fffju'ly mn w inc c s me they have: inafinuch as 
pampMct ws caladated to ferve the in«» 
bodi of cnthofiafin and deifin ; aifhiali/ 
boch c ^jEhufiafls and deifts, and raifed a 
Axbc, -jaot yet as I apprehend fuliy cleared) 
w&et3sr ^ w«ki was obliged to the one or 
ccrcr cc rSrac parties for that excellent per- 
Igi"? iir!C?> 

If crc2c£iib* tbsi e fetc, by their principles, 
jTf irrc? a j L c -atrl u n of dcdm, (however they 
ciir liccr i ir. rhei inteitions) it behoves 
u$ rjrr-V r:* fer to h* tfut we give them no 
afEiri:»r • ths: wcri; aai the rather, as deifts 
are wirchir^ crerr j>:£b]e advantage of this 
k:nc. A nraatrkiKe rritirce cf mhich, was ac* 
cidcntidhr menncced to me very lately, that, in 
a late ccnvcriiticn in a ntixed compairy of deifts, 
the ccFuntmance which a certain eminent divine 
had given to fome reputed cnthufifiAs was men- 
tioned 
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tioned by one of the deifts in fupport of this 
pofition, That the mod learned and confiderable 
among chriftian divines (who were really honeft 
men) were enthufiafts. This relation you may 
certainly depend on the truth of. 

There are in my opinion, fome innocent, nay 
laudable de/igns, which the providence of God 
permits to be fo weakly condufted, that a chriC. 
tian, however he may approve the main dcfign, 
cannot confiftently with the wifdom of the fcr- 
pent, (exprefsly recommended by our blefled 
Saviour to his difciples) afford any afliftance to : 
for it is not the propofing a good end, nor 
the rightnefe of intention in thofe who are pur- 
fuing it, that will alone juftify me in concur- 
ring with or countenancing them in it, if the 
methods they take are improper, liable to offend 
fome of the beil friends, or give an advantage 
to the enemies of religion. Thefe mufl be 
weighed in the balance againft expeAed advan- 
tages: and even if fome of their methods are 
right, yet if they are fo blended with wrong 
ones, that the world would not diflinguifh be- 
tween approving fome, and approving all, pru- 
dence may juftly fay, I ought not to inter- 
meddle. This (urely would be a right way of 
reafoning in matters of a temporal nature: and 
I am not aware, that God has given us any 
other maxims to go by in matters of higher 
importance. In all cafes, we can only fee to 
it, that our own conduft be right, leaving e- 
vents to God : and if fome men, aiming well^ 

take 
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take not the fight methods of promoting relt- 
gion, if it be his caafe, he will raife up fuch^ 
in his own time, that fhaiU and we are bound 
to wait with fubmiffion till his dme comes. 

Whatever might be the cafe in the country, 
we in this city fhould be fwallowed up in a 
lea of deifm, if the enthufiaftic notions of a 
particular fet of men fhould prevail : and I meet 
with many peribns (among thofe who reaibn up- 
on thefe points) that begin to queftion, whe- 
ther their own ferious impreffions are any thing 
more than impreffions on their imagination, and 
a tamt of enthufiafin, when they fee the lengths 
that other people have gone in it, who fet out 
cm the fame principles with themfelves. And 
nothing feems to me a more powerful preferva* 
tive to fome weaker chriflians, than the feeing 
iiere and there a regular, prudent chriflian fleady 
to his principles and conduft amidfl the pre- 
vailing extravagancies of enthufiafm and^ the 
wiles of infidelity. 

Nothing would make me forgive myfelf this 
daring prefumption of venturing to expofe my 
own fcntimcnts on fuch a difficult fubjcft to fo 
able a cafuift as I efleem you to be, but the be- 
lief, that if in any thing I am right, God can 
occafionally make the meaneft cbriftian of ufe 
to the flrongeft ; and wherein I am wrong, I 
am fure of the gentldl correftion, and moft 
likely to meet with a return of jufter fcnti- 
mcnts. I can truly fay this, that wherein 1 ever 
differ from you, I think myfelf to have much 

greater 
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greater reafon to fufped my own notions, than 
to defpifc yours. My paper compels me to 
conclude without any other addition, than that 
I am, with the fincereft friendftiip and cfteem. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Mrs. Doddridge's and your very faithful 

humble fervant, 
N, Neal. 



LETTER CXVIII. 

From the same, 

DEAR AND REV. SIR, April 6, 1745. 

I Read more than a common friendfhip in thofe ' 
ftrong expreffions of efteem with which your 
favour of the 27th of February laft abounds ; 
and at the fame time blufh to thmfc what I 
am : confcious that your letter defcribes a cha- 
rafter to which I ought to bear a much nearer 
refemblance. 

I am much obliged to you for your kind 
prefent of the Rife and Progrefs of Religion in the 
SouL 1 read it over with pleafure, and hope, 
not without fome advantage from a book, which 
I truly think is calculated for very confider- 
able ufefulnefs. The ferious fpirit it breathes 
niuft be acceptable to all who retain any feeds 
of piety, and the compafs of imagination, and 

force 
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force of exprdlion, which diftinguifh themielves 

[ throughout the whole performance, fhew that 

the beauties of the facred writijigs are not de- 

ipifed by all the mafters of human eloquence. 

This might fuffice for me to fay concerning 
a book that is fo univerfally admired by thofe 
to whofe judgment and piety I pay the greatcft 
reverence; and all perhaps, that in prudence I 
ought to fay; if I merely confulted the prc- 
ferving that credit you have been hitherto (b 
kind as to give to my underftanding : but as 
I had rather deferve your friendfliip than gain 
your applaufe, and be efteemed injudicious than 
infincere, I will venture (fince you have defired 
it) to fend you a remark or two on this per- 
formance. 

Your book propofes to draw a plan of a reli- 
gious difpofitbn, or habit, from its firft founda- 
tion to its higheft perfeftion in the prefent ftate ; 
and to confider it in its various ftages and cir- 
cumftances, agreeable to that variety which there 
is in the circumftances and attainments of chrif- 
tians. But is it not a juft objeAion to this 
performance, if there are many chriftians who 
are confcious to themfelves that the foundation 
of their religious temper and pradlice was not 
laid in thofe principles and that view of things 
which you there defcribe? Which I fuppofe 
muft be the cafe of thofe, who do not in a 
good degree embrace the calviniftical doftrines, 
and in fome meafure of many that do : for I 

am 
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am inclined to think, that dliFerent principles 
do not more varioufljr afFeft and influence the 
minds of men, than the fame principles do dif- 
ferent minds, efpecially young ones, according 
to the firmnefs or weaknefs of the mind, or as 
the prevailing turn is fprightly or melancholy. 
Confidering therefore, the ftate of the chriftiaii 
church univerfally, may it not be reafonable to 
allow a greater variety in the methods, which 
divine wifdom and mercy take, to bring finful 
men to the love and praftice of religion ? You 
will obferve, the objedlion does not infer, that 
the method you prefcribe is not the moft ge- 
neral or the beft adapted to begin and carry on 
the chriftian life in the foul of man, but whe- 
ther it be the only one. 

If I might venture to add another remark 
It (hould be this: whether your rules and di- 
redlions for promoting the chriftian life do not 
require more time to be fpent in the exercifes 
of devotion, and in the inftrumental duties of 
religion, than is confiftent with that attention 
to the affairs of this life which is neceflary for 
the generality of chriftians ? and whether the 
propofing more to be done than can (from a 
view of the capacities and opportunities of chrif- 
tians in general) be expefted fhould be done, 
may not difcourage fome not to attempt, and 
others not to proceed in a courfe of religion ? 
What is fit to be done by fome pcrfcftis, and 
in fome fpecial circumftances, may not be ex- 
pected 
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pecfted from the greater number of chriftians : 
and care fhould be taken, that the heights of 
piety, to which fome devout fouls have foar- 
cd, do not become matter of difcouragement 
to young chriftians, or thofc of an ordinary 
rank. 

It is not improbable, that I who read over 
this book with a view and defire to difcover 
and amend my own faults, and not to find any 
in that, may not have fufficiently attended to 
fome paflages that may (hew both thefe remarks 
impertinent-, or, if there are not fuch paffages 
in this book, I myfelf can point out to fome 
in other of your pieces (particularly that on 
Regeneration, if my memory does not greatly 
fail me) which guard againft both theft objec- 
tions in very clear and exprefe terms. But 
whatever be the fate of my remarks, when I 
venture to attack the accuracy of your compo- 
. fitions, I have a fure and tried retreat in the. can- 
dor and benevolence of your difpofition, which 
conceals all the weaknefles of your friends; 
and I fpeak it from my own repeated experi- 
ence, magnifies any well intentioned attempt in- 
to an adt or evidence of confpicuous wifdom or 
virtue. 

I rejoice to hear your Paraphrafe is in fo 
much forwardnefs : I confefs, whatever diverts 
you from that gives me fome degree of dif- 
appointment.— I can only add at prefcnt, that 
I (hall be glad to difcover, by complying with 

the 
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the requeft in yours of the 16th of March laft, 
(of which I have fince heard nothing more) 
how very refpeftfully and afFedionately I am. 
Rev. ^d dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble fervant, 
N. Neal. 



LETTER CXIK. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Feb. 6, i74;_6. 

I Am very fenfible of the confidence and vio- 
lence of party-men, and how willing they 
are to deprive all who differ from them either 
of their underftandings or integrity, as they 
find the world mod ready to confirm their fen- 
tence; and that both the extremes among us 
have fingled you out as opportunity offered, 
and your moderation provoked them, I am e- 
qually fenfible. But I always thought your abi- 
lities fet you above the reach of their utmoft 
malice againft the former; and that nothing 
could give them fo great advantage as to the 
latter, as any occafional cotvdeicenfions to the 
prejudices of either, which the other party could 
be fure to improve with the utmoft dexterity 
againft you. And though I always was fatis^ 
fied in my own mind, that you never allowed 
yourfelf in any fuch condefcenfions from the 

motives 
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motives to which they have been afcribed, yet 
motives being hidden things, warm and uncha- 
ritable men are fure to fuppofe the worft, and 
in fo doing are moft likely to be believed. 
However this I can truly fay, that I never 
heard fuch charges advanced againft you with- 
out either apparent contempt or ofl^ring fuch a 
defence for you, as I thought fufficienc to vin* 
dicate your integrity ; though they have not 
always had the defired eflFed. Notwithftanding 
I will own, I have fometimes met with phra{es 
and paragraphs in your writings (particularly in 
your funeral fermon for Colonel Gardiner) which^ 
knowing the ill difpofition of one party, I could 
rather have wifhed omitted, yet I can truly 
lay, they never gave me any offence farther 
than as I thought they might offend others, 
or fumifti matter of cavil againft you •, nor did 
1 ever believe that thofe or any fuch like ex- 
preffions in any of your works, arofe from a 
defire of popularity, which was not confifteiit 
with the moft ardent zeal for the honour of 
God and the real intereft of truth and goodnels : 
nor fhould I ever have been iriduced to men- 
tion the matter to you as worthy any confider- 
able regard, if I had not now aiid then met 
with a man, (among the laity) uho with a 
high efteem of your general charafter and con- 
duft, feemed to think it might be more pru- 
dent to avoid every phrafe which on cither 
fide bad been inlifted in a party-fcheme, or 

been 
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been abafed to party purpofes, though in itfelf 
capable of a very jikt and warrantable conftruc- 
tion. 

You add a very great importance to my life 
in reprefenting it as any ways conducive to the 
comfort and happinefs of yours ; and it carries 
with it a ftrong convidtion to me, that efteem 
in the eyes of men, is a favour of divme pro- 
vidence, and that God Almighty can by the 
weakeft inftruments adminifter refrefhment and 
confblation to his own faithful fervants. — I 
heartily rgoice in the approbation your labours 
meet with from men of fuch eminence and dif- 
tinguiftied charafters as thofe you mention in 
your letter, and in every other encouragement 
that is afforded you. I am, with undiflembled 
friendihip and efteem. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
N. Neal. 



LETTER CXX. 
From the same. 

D£AR SIR. MiUion-Bank, oa. 6, 1747. 

HAVING no neceflary occafion of writing 
has prevented my iboner acknowledging 
your laft &vour, in which yours and Mrs. 
Doddridge's kind invitation of me to your houfe 
A a is 
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is renewed^ after I was difappointed in my firft 
intention; but though I could fpend my time 
more agreeably, or pay my refpcds more d^ 
Tervedly nowhere than at Northampton under 
your roof, yet when the feafon of my- leifurc? 
is elapfed. aU avocations from- bufine& muft be 
poftponed, at lead to another year: which' 
ihould teach one, how infinitely ahfurd it is, to 
delay the mod important concerns of life, in a 
manner we conlinually fee fatal to defigns of 
inferior confideration. 

The receipt of Colonel Gtrdiner^s Life calls 
upon me for a particular acknowledgment. I 
have yet only had the pkafore g^ readmg 
feme part of it ; and though I know you would 
rather kc me improved by it, than hear me 
commend it, yet as the latter will I hope at 
Icaft be no obftitidion to the former, I muft 
own dut as far as I have gone, I think it is 
wrote in a very inftrudlive and entertaining man- 
ner; and 1 was charmed with the dedication, 
the concluding period of which, is worthy the 
eloquence and poHtenefs of Pliny, and the piety 
and energy of St, Pauk But I will fay no 
more till I have perufed the whole piece. 

My mother and fifter are at Lady Abney*s 
at Newijigton, and have been there near a 
month; the latter of whom will efteem herfelf 
particularly obliged by your kind prcfent of a 
book to her. Mrs. Neal is, I blefs God, rather 
better than when yoa were in town, but ftill 
in a ftate of health that needs great eftabli/h- 

ment. 
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ment, and will not I flatter myfelf want the re- 
membrance of your beft hours. I heartily pray 
for and rejoice iri the prolpcrity 0/ your family 
and academy, and am with our joint moft affcc* 
donate falutations to yoiirfelf and lady. 
Dear Sir, 
Your very feithfizl, humble feryant, 

N. Nbal; 

p. S. I 2£di quite in your way of thinking as 
to a coalition or comprehenfion with the church.; 
I believe nobody has, as yet, been talked ifith 
but Mn Chandler, and he. is too eager a man 
ever to fettlei any thiijg withlcatmnels,' and luA 
of all Co difficult and eiOenfive a pl^h as^ a ge- 
neral comprehenflon. 



• LETTER CXXT, 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR. 1748. 

FORGIVE the laft hafty letter i wrote you, 
(in which 1 art! far frotti thinking every 
thing was rightly or perhaps confiftently ftated 
and difpofed) and that I }iave been (o long iii 
acknowledging your ve-y condcfcending anfwer 
to it, but I have bieen prevented by a variety 
df engagements. I confe^, I fee fo many refl- 
ing in devout frames and external forms, and 
A a 2 fo 
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fo few in eameft fet about fubduing their paffi- 
ons and corrupt aifFedionSy and amending their 
lives as they ftiould do,, (who would melt into 
tears under an affcftionate or awakening (er- 
mon) that perhaps I am too jealous of every 
thing that has the i:emoteft tendency to make 
or leave them cafy in fuch a temper of mind ; 
and though your obfervlng, that if the de- 
firc of divine bleffings be real, it will put us 
on endeavours to dbtsdn them i and that fuch 
promifes are to be taken in their conneftion, is 
fuffident to juftify you ftom any impropriety of 
expreflion or reprdeatation ; yet the xjueftion 
ftill remains, whether it be explicit enois^h to 
guard againft the abufe of a doftrine fo very 
liable to abufe, and the abufe of which may 
be attended with fuch dangerous confequences. 

The paflions are the firft and fureft hold to 
be taken of many perfons, to lead them to a 
religious temper and life -, but yet they are too - 
uncertain to be long depended on ; and the vaft 
inconfiftency of charafter and condud with which 
many (I was going to fay moft) perfons are 
chargeable, arifes I apprehend from this — that 
their religion depends too much upon the mood 
they are in. And many truly good perfons are 
often diftrefled, becaufe either through the na- 
tural decay of the fprings of affedtion, ariiing 
from age or infirmities, or the fitting under a 
lefs powerful miniftry, they do not find them- 
felvcs in fuch lively frames, as they were wont 

to 
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to be, though perhaps their converfatidn h 
more becoming the gofpel ,of Chrift. 

Mcthinks, when I recoiled our SavipuPs tri- 
'Umphant entry into Jerufalem, and the crowds 
that followed him with their hofannas, and af- 
terwards hear the fame people calling out to 
erucify him, and hiffing him to his crofej or 
recoiled the perfons that would have plucked 
out their eyes for St. Paul, and afterwards ef- 
tecmed him their enemy, becaufe he told theifi 
the truth •, a moft inftrudtivc leflbn is read me, 
on the inftability of the human paffions. Or, 
to come to our own times, when I fee fbme 
who had forlaken all to follow Mr. ' 
for a while, who were frequendy drowned in 
tears under his preaching, and fo zealous as to 
be rebapdzed by him, now amongft the moft 
carelefs and ftupid finners-— when I fee fuch 
events, and perceive and hear infidels and liber- 
tines continually and fucceflively triumphing in 
them, (as I ofiten have done) as if all religion 
was enthufiaihi, and the effeft of a heated ima- 
gination; and obferve that fome minifters here- 
upon are Co weak, as to avoid all addreis to 
the paflions, and content themfelves with diy 
reafbning, (which in my opinion i$ an equally 
pernicious extreme, and (hows ah unacquainted* 
nefs with human nature) I feel an anxiety of 
mind, whenever, in any one inftance, I fee the 
afFedions fet afloat by a religious difcourfe, (which 
I am always glad to fee) if they are not in-^ 
ftantly and vigoroufly turned into fuch a chan- 
A a 3 nel. 



374 I*f T^Rf TO AND FROM 

lidy a$ fliall {hew tbey were addrefTed chiefly to 
awaken our attention, that we may give the 
goipel of Chrift a &vourable hearing, in order 
to our becoming what it requires, difpofes, and 
raables us to be, if the fault be not our own^ 
apd in the being which, the eflence of religiott 
confiib. — I fay, I oonfider the not giving the 
dSfe^ons fuch a direiftion, the lois of a moft 
ftvourable opportunity for doing the greate^ 
good, as well as tjxt poffiible occafion of abufe 
or flander of the goi^d. And if perfons ihould 
bp (as I believe Ibme would be) lefs pleafed 
Vnth or thtokful fpr a diicourib, becauie it 
added tibe p^dnful meth9ds 9^ cure, to die de- 
llehtfur aflliVance jtha^t the woxmd- made by £n 
|s (^pjablc of being healed, yet the taiung (uch 
jpffbnce j(unle^ the cffeft of a very weak judg^ 
jpei^t and ftrong prejudices) would ordinarily be 
a mp^ threatening fymptom of danger, which 
ought not tq be concealed or palliated, becaufe 
it is neceflary to be remove^! iu order to a cure ; 
and jfuch concealment (to purfue the metaphor) 
yfPVI^d )be a ibrt of quacking, (which is a thing 
people are generally no Ipfs fond of in religion 
^han in medicine) that is, undertaking to per* 
jform imperceptibly and initantaneoufly, what can- 
Qpt l^e done without pain and patience, in thp 
regular methods of pra<5lice. 

1 know, dear Sir, how much your heart clate3 
with humble thankfulnefs, in any evidences of 
your ufefulneis, and there is no one more iin- 
cprcly rejoices than myfelf, in the abundance of 

' thefc 
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thefe evidences, wherewith you are furrounded, 
and which I pray may be daily, increafmg: and 
though I know, you would as foon {trvt the 
meaneft difciples of Chrift as the greajeft, yet 
give me Jeave to remind you, he has called you 
to move in the higheft fphere ; your ufeful- 
nefs in which depends on your ading your part 
with diftinguiflied judgment, as well as with diC 
tinguifhed humility aaid condefceniion. Forgive 
me, dierefore, if knowing your chara<fter to be 
as envied as it is eminent, I am jealous over 
the remoteft outlines of it, to keep k as clear 
from afperfion, as I am ftrre you will keep it 
(under divine aids) from any real pollution •, and 
if at any tirfie I difcover an officious aiid im- 
pertinent zeal in the correfpondcnce with which* 
you indulge me, you will remember at leaft ia 
my favour, it is not to be imputed to any 
want of that affeftion which becomes, 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

N. Nbal. 

P. S. I have had the pleafure of perufing 
your beautiful I^araphrafe on David's laft words i 
and though unacquainted with the hebrew Ian* 
guage, and confequently no competent judge of 
the criticifms, yet I think the veriion given by 
Dr. Grey fo natural, confident, and honourable 
to David in his prophetic charafter, that I could 
not help being pleaied with it, and buying the 
book. And I really think, there is as much 
propriety and poetry in your paraphrafe, as I 
ever met with in the fame number of lines. 
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LETTER CXXIL 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, MiUion^Bank, Nor. 39, 174s. 

AS I knew your high efteem and veneration 
for Dr. Watts, who has taken his lafi: 
fiurewell of the abodes of mortality, and am 
apprehenfive you may be wiQiing for certain 
information concerning fome particulars that ne^ 
ceflarily enfiie on lus deceafe; 1 thought, I 
could not in friendihip avoid writing you a line 
to inform you, that the Dr. has mode his bro* 
ther Enoch and myfelf executors of his will, 
halving left the bulk of his eftate to his bro- 
ther Enoch and fifter Brackftone and her children. 
The will bears date the 23d of July, 1746, 
and contains the following claufe : ** And as to 
all my manufcripts of every* kind, I give the 
fame to Mr. David Jennings and Dr. Philip 
Doddridge, in order that they may publifti fuch 
of them as I fhall by any paper or memoran- 
dum fignify my defire fhould be publifliedj and 
as to the remainder, either to publifli or fup- 
prcfs them as they (hall judge beft. But I de- 
fire that fuch as (hall be publifhed may have 
the atteftation of tlieir names prefixed, to fatisfy 
the world they are gcnuii^c : and I empower 
my executors to make them fuch acknowledg- 
ment and recompenfe out of my eftate for their 

trouble 
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trouble in reviling and publiftxing fuch manu* 
fcripts as they ftiall think proper.'* I qucftion 
whether there are any left which he has ordered 
to be publifhed. 

He has defired to be buried in Bunhill-fields, 
deep in the earth, amongft the relicks of many 
of his pious fathers and brethren; with whom 
he defires to be found in the refurreftlon ; but 
with as little fhew as poffible: and has exprefely 
direded that no rings {hall be given ^ and that 
his funeral be attended by two independent mi- 
nifters, two preflbyterians, and two baptifts. 

The Dr. having no where direded who fhould 
preach his funeral-fermon, and Mr. Price* hav- 
ing declined it, from the ftrong afFedion he 
bears to the Dodor's memory, which renders 
him incapable^ of it, I have this day, with his 
and Lady Abney's approbation, defired Mr. Jen* 
nings to do it, as the only man on the ipo^ 
proper to be afked, and he has undertaken it; 
but as the funeral will not be till next Mon- 
day, the fermon will not be preached till Sun-- 
day fevennight. 

When one thinks of the death of fo great a 
man as Dr. Watts, it ftrikes a damp to one's 
heart like the fetting of the fun : though I cheer 
myfelf with this thought, that he is rifen on 
fome happier world with a new and more re- 
fplendent glory. Oh, may the fcattercd rays he 
has left behind him in our benighted hemif- 
phere, light and cheer us onward in our afcent 

to 
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tp die regions of cverlafting day; where die 
SfAjcm of univeiial nature will be unveiled to 
our sricw, zxA .where the firmament is filled 
with (brs, that are riien» never to fet any more ! 
I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft laithfiiil and afiedtonatc fervant^ 

N. Neal. 
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FaOM THE SAMI. 

PSAK $IRt MiUion-Bank, Feb. $, i74t. 

MR. Jackbn juft now callipg in, and in* 
fbrming me he had an opportunity of 
Qonveying a letter to Northampton in a parcel, 
that he was fending thither, I immediately de- 
teriruned to fend you a lift of Dr. Watts's ma* 
nufcripts, in order that you may confider with 
yourfeif and confult Mr. Jennings, when and 
kow they (hall be delivered to you. 

Our united very affedionate falutations attend 
yourfeif, lady, and family, and I am, 
Rev. Sir, 
Your moft faithful, humble fervant, 

N. Neal, 

Lift 
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Lift of the Manufcripts of Dr. Ifaac Watts, 
^hich are difpofed of in covers or cafes, under 
the following titles, inz. 
No.. 

I. Pfalmody. 

II. Of the Trinity, a modeft drfenfe of en- 

quiries into truth. 

III. Two Effays on the Lor^s Prayer. 

IV. Effays and Remarks on Texts of Scripture. 

The words in which we fliould confeis 
our Faith. The Diamond painted. Of 
Catechifms. A Cafe of Confcience. Figure 
of a Cherub.. 

y. Effays relating to the Trinity, viz. An En- 
quiry into the Scriptural Reprefentadon 
of the Father, the Word, and the Spirit. 
2. Of the proper Athanafian Scheme of 
the Trinity. 3. The Holy Spirit the true 
God. 4. The ill E^eds of incorporating 
the divine Doftrine of die Trinity with 
the human Explications of it. 

yi. Remnants of Tin^e employed in Profe and 
Verfe, or ftiort Compofures on various 
Subjeds, viz. 

1. Of Human Knowledge and the various 
kinds of it. ' 

2. The Rake reformed in the Houfe of 
Mourning. 

3. An Apology for enlarging Dr. Young's 
Defcription of the Peacock. 

4. Juftice and Grace. 

5. Bills of Exchange* 

6. The 
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6. The Ever WdTcd God. 

7. Vanity infcribcd on all Things. 

8. The Day of Grace. 

9. God and Nature unfcarchablc. 

10. The Repeal. 

11. The Saints unknown in this World. 

12. Complaint and Hope, a Poem. 

13. Heathen Poefy chriiHanized. 

14. General Song of Praife to God. 

15. To AmyntaSt an Ode to Lady Sun- 
derland, 

16. To Philanthropus. 

17. The Windmills. 

18* A Sinner teoipted to defpair. 

19. Redemption, a |^oem. 

ao. Of Confinement to fet Forms of Wor- 

fliip. 
21* Appendix to foregoing Eflay. 

VII. A Faithful Enquiry after the ancient and 
original Dodrine of the Trinity, taught 
by Chrift and his Apoftles. In two Parts. 
The firft part enquires (b far as is ne- 
ceflary to Salvation. The fccond part fo 
far as may improve our chriftian Know- 
ledge, and eftablifh our Faith; and the 
objeftions of both are anfwered in a plain 
and eafy manner, derived only from the 
Word of God. 

VIII. The Improvement of the Mind, fecond 

part. 
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LETTER eXXIV. 
From the samb. 

DEAR SIR. March, 1749^ 

THIS morning I was with Mrs. Ahnty on 
the fubjeft of your writing Dr. Watts's 
life; and am now to acquaint you with her fen-. 
timentSy in concurrence with my own*, which are, 
that very few materials are likely tp \m found, 
and thofe that may be, muft not be cominuni* 
cated to you immediately; Dr. Jennings having 
declined writing the life, merely or prindpally 
for want of materials, which he has enquired 
for, particularly of Mrs. Abney. The bookfel- 
lers therefore muft have patience, (notwithftand- 
ing all their hafte) or they wiU precipitate us 
into a crude and imprudent condudk. In the 
mean time, be aflured we fhall not be unmind- 
ful of aflifting you in the execution of the de- 
fign, and are well pleafed with the hands it is* 
fallen into: and fuppofe you fhould take an 
opportunity of letting Dr. Jennings know in a 
letter, that being informed he and Mr. Price 
have declined it, you have agreed to undertake 
it, provided you can be furnifhed with any ma- 
terials proper for the purpofe, and the rather, 
as you have been already folicited on this head 
by fome of your friends in foreign countries. 

I was very feniible, the fecond part of Dr. 
Watts's Improvement of the Mndj would fall 

fliort 
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ihort of. your ezpeAadon as a finifhed piece, 
and theriSkt wis tUe more defirous it ihould 
be ibon conveyed to you. And now it is in 
your hands, I can more fredy fay, that I 
think it in all refpeds imperfed, in matter and 
fbftxL Taken together, it wants to' be digefted, 
hi ftMe pai& reduced, in others (it may &y 
ihbvged, in all me&bdittd, conneded ^d |to- 
liihed: There appeared- tb me to be many mi* 
nute tl^iigs (particularly under the head oiF edaw 
Ciddfi) ^hvelt* upon, tliatf ought' to have been 
only li^tl]^ toudipdi if at' all xnentioned. There 
i^ no (uppoirdng an atidior's character, mth 
jtitn of jiarl^ and genius^- if obiervations are 
introduce fbr the* fake of thofe who hai^e 
none ; and* perhaps there is n6 g r ea t er delicacy 
to be discovered in all the compafs of writing, 
than by pfreferving a becoming digiiity of fen- 
timent and ftile, in the treating of a trite or 
familiar fubjeft. 

High as Dr. Watts's talents were eftecmed 
by me, I think you (hould make no difficulty 
of taking fuch liberties as may feem to you nc- 
ceflary, nay you- feem exprefsly warranted to do 
it, by the paper left with the manufcripts. You 
are not laying before the world his opinion on 
doubtful and disputed points, but his illuftra- 
tions of acknowledged oftes: and the defefts in 
diofe iiluftrations, did not arife from his want 
of ability to difcem, or reiffify them, but to 
the works rcmaming unfinifl^i till the decays 

of 
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of his bodily conftitudon diij^led' him from' ex^- 
erting thofe abilities 

The Tecond ihock of flie earthy which ma 
felt this day fevennight, has (as it juftly mighty 
given a great alarm! to the city. I could only 
wi(hv that t}K)fe who have moft rebhn to con^ 
fider it as a judgment^ did not mbrely dread 
it as a melancholy event; that has no particu-^ 
lar voice in it. Many families are flying out 
of town to thdr country houfes, fo that th<f 
places of j^lick divtriion are like to be Id& 
frequented i not becaufe they are* dangerous toi 
their virtue, but (as they apptiehend) to tiieir 
fafety ; and in hopes, as it /hould feem) that 
their guilt will bb tbo* iWift or^ remote for the 
divine vengeance. Howeircrv fome I would hope,' 
who are ufing the fame means of {afety (for' 
there is a prevailing ekpeftation of another earth- 
quake in a mooj^'si dme) have a jufter feme 
of their own duty and God's omnipotence. The 
fhaking was fdt every where in London, and 
feven or ten miles roiAid, and was undoubtedly 
very violent, and fome lights or flafties of fire 
were fecn in the heavens for fonie time be- 
fore ; but fo few people (except of the loweft 
fort) were up to obferve them, that I cannot get 
any very particular and certain account con- 
cerning them. The notion of its being merely 
an airquake I can by no means embrace: fOt% 
fuppofing the convulfion to have been in/th<r* 
atmofphere, if certainly fliook the earth alfo:* 
and as to the noife that is faid to have ac- 
companied 
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companicd it, I cannot yet (ztisfy myfclf from 
any perfbn who was in the open air, that the 
iaine noife was heard by them as we apprehend- 
ed, who were in buildings that were fliaken. 

I am as deftitute of ability to return the 
praiie you beftow on me, as I am undeferv« 
ing of it^ though had I any talent of that kind, 
I have Co fuperior a fubje^ on which to ex- 
ercife it, and in your correfpondence fuch maf- 
terly inftrudion. But my coarfe pen will 
ieldom reach beyond the blunteft truth, and if 
it would reach (b £u- when it writes of you, 
it is the higheft compliment that can well be 
paid you. 

I rejoice in Mrs. Doddridge's recovery. Our 
united ialutations wait on your whole family. 
I am. 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Moft faithfully and afFeftionately yours, 

N. Neal. 



LETTER CXXV. 

From the same* 

DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Nov. 3, 17^9. 

AS my laft letter was a very deficient an- 
fwer tx> yours, I again trouble you*, and 
would in the firft place exprefs the plcafure I 
have from the progrefe you have made in your 

Family 
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Family Exipofitof, add hope you will let no- 
thing of inferior importance to your fkmlly, your 
church, and your academy, divert you fiom the 
vigorous profecution of it; nor any thing dctcf 
you from giving us the genuine meaning of St 
Paid (according to your apprehenfion) in words 
the moft unexceptionable, and that hare been 
the feldomeft prdflcd into controverfy, avoitfing 
a dircft and formal oppofition to the fentimetiife 
of any fet of chriftians whatlbever, which af Ate 
firft reading gives offence to numbers, and it 
the laft feld<»n produces conviftion in any. And 
in proportion to the defirc I had of convincm^ 
thofe who difiered frohi me^ and bringiiig' aH 
to a chriftian temper towards each other, fliould 
be my endeavour neither to offend of court aily 
party or perfonsi but by the moft judtcioos 
tlluftration of the truth, die warmeft breathings 
of chriftian piety and benevolence, and ah trdl" 
form ftcdftft aim to infpire men wirii the Idvr, 
and bring them to the praftice of reHgion^ 
feem to hare forgotten, (arid fo lead themtb for*- 
get) that there ever had been difputcs* about 
doftrines ; which, if the fpirit of them had been 
duly attended to and imbibed; would have made 
men divine. 

I know, dear Sir, that Aefe fentimcnts are 
yours, and if they had not been ib, I queftioti 
whether they would ever have been fo dearljr 
and ftrongly mine. And Under the influence of 
them, a man may fit loofo to the reprpadi of 
diofe pedants in religion, who for die fidte of 

B b a f;w 
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a few: (peculadvc opinions^ comptrativdy defpifb 
ail that is fubftantial and vital. 

. With refpeft to the merchant's Ton of Leeds, 
there is nothing I fo little dcfire as the care 
of youth, efpeciaily between (ixteen $nd twenty- 
one ^ which is a period, wherein the artifice of 
the paflions, (limulated by the power of corrupt 
eseample, efpeciaily m fuch a licentious age, and 
place, and profeflton as ours, will frequently e- 
iude the utmoft vigilance. And the bufine^ of 
mttoroies in the city, is not generally thought 
to be ib improving to youth defignod for the 
faar» as theirs who live near the Inns of Court, 
« and who are agents for country attornies. That 
is the centre of inftru&ion, and I muft tell you 
alio of infeAion, and if the former fails to take 
efied, the latter feldom does; fb that unleis a 
youth could be fixed in a virtuous family^ 
where an authority equal to that of a parent"^, 
could be lodged in fome very wife hand, there 
is the utmoft danger of his being ruined. And 
now I am upon this fubjed, I will add for the 
iake of your young friend, that a notion pre« 
vails too mudi, among thofe who are defigned 
for the bar, that when they come into an at* 
tomey's office, they are to obferve and overlook: 
bufineis, rather than do it; fludy being fup- 
pofed to be their proper employment; whereas 
in that ftation, they ought to be content with 
that improvement, that refults from diligent 
pradice. This would keep the mind engaged, 
enure it to application, reftrain from pleafurahle 

avocations 
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avocations, and prepare for ftudying afterwards 
to greater advantage. 

I underftand yoi) are defired to preach the 
Sermon for the Widow's Charity in March 
next. Though 1 am always glad to fee you 
in town, and am too much a friend to the 
Charity, not to wifti it your affiftance, jrct I 
always fear your imdertaking what may endan- 
ger your h^th, or bring you under too great 
a multiplicity of engagements. 

Mr. Pickering not being able to preach at 
hia lefture about a fortnight ago, appointed 
Mr. Rogers in his ftead, who took fbr lus text 
fome pailage of St Paul, wherein we are faid 
^< to be d^ to the laW/' which ile e3q>lained 
in the high andnomian fenfe : the clerk after- 
wards fung the following lines : 

The men that keep thy law with care^ 

And meditate thy word. 
Grow wifer than their teachers are. 

And better know the Lord. 

But I forget the numbers that receive their 
nntelleAual food from your hands, whilft I thus 
long detain you. Yet before I conclude, I muft 
enquire whether you and Dr. Jennings IhaU ef- 
tccm the profit of Dr. Watts's Manuicripts, a 
fufHcient recompenfe for the trouble you may 
have iti preparing any of them for the preis ; 
becaufe I am called op to fettle the account 
of his eftate by his reliduary legatees, which if 
I do, it will prevent- my making you and him 
B b 2 any 



^8 ILETX^^S TO ,4Np,JJlQa 

WJ Curtber aclqji?wli?^gni«t. I have, fol^^ Dj, 
Watts's copies to' Mr'. W augh fpu fix hundrecj 
pounds, J havjj ftpn Mi;. ^jradbMry^s. ^rmqns; 
juft publifti^ t]^ npnfisnie' and buf^bnoy of 
which would make one laugh, , if , his impious 
iniiilt;s over the pioy^i i^e^^ aid nqi^ n^e^one 
tremble. I am p^ffe^y. y,oui;s, . 

\ ' ■ ■' ■ "?.W "§«& • . 
In the. iipcqreft: dkon a}ui wa!;S?c^ 



LETTER CXXVL 
From ths sams. 

Dec. ,ia, 1749. 

YOU are lingularly happy, or rather your 
fiiends are fo, in that whilft y<m aro 
conferring favours you will not allow them to 
feel the obligation. Your prefents are all pep- 
per corns ; their acknowledgments, even a friend- 
ly word, or glance, are as ofFerings of gold 
and frankincenfe and myrrh. Dear Sir, teach 
me benevolence and humility like yours, or 
fpare me the confdou^ ihame, that my own 
weaknefs and your praifes kindle in my breaft» 
— The want of fympathy with Mifs Doddridge^ 
under her indifpofition, would in me that knew 

her. 
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Mir,' Have been a want of Txtfe^ ^iSWf 
of it m inc to ydtir Au^teriWii^'liaV^ft iedi 
ingratitude ; and now iff, be infenfibje to the 
pleafttrc of lier t-fecbkri^i ' ^ 'ft ^^^^^ alfo 

yoifrfe, or* 'tiffifflidfiil of the divine hand that 
wrong;ht it, would be impiety. 

I rejoice as much as Mr. Barker can and 
d6c§, fand that is (aying ho fmall lEETng of my- 
fclf,) in the progrefi of your Exppfitq^ ; and 
fliould be little concerned at hearing that the 
names of Calvin and Luther were expunged and 
forgotten in all the cduntdes df the earth, if 
the name of Chrift were more known and ]p- 
noured. If whilft this is your aim, aa 1 aq^ 
fenfibte it tAoA ftrehubufly is, (God grait It 
itaay Be as fuccefsf^y fol) I (hquld withnolcl 
ihy hand from any tiling that in^t contribute^ 
to lighten your cares, or incroife your joyi^ 
efpedally whilft I am indulged with ib largQ ^ 
/hare in your friend(bip, I muft be deipryingi 
the ignoniinious charafter of a wretch, and bc« 
Utterly unworthy the name of a chriilian. . , -. 

Every addition to your acadcijiy is an addi-, 
tioh to my pleafurc, fo long as it dpes jiqt in-, 
creafe your care into a burden^ but when I con-, 
fider how many 'are both refreifhed and delighted 
with your fruit and fhade, it wou]d grieve me,, 
that you Ihould be torn up or broken down by . 
the weight of your own clutters. 

My family (which I bleft God.cnjoyf amp-, 

derate fhare of health J takes a lajrgc part wj^i 

me in the pleafure arifing frbn^ the prosperity 

B b 3 of 
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of yours, and with our bcft wiflies that it may 
be daily cftabliihed and increafed) I remaiiit 
Dear Sir, 
Your very faithful md affectionate 

humble iervant, 
N. Neal. 



LETTER CXXVIL 

FaOM THB SAMB. 



\y 



DEAR SIR, Ma/ tg, 1750. 

tk yT Y mentioning in my late letters, a care 
^VX to avoid undertaking more things than 
r could manage, had no. further reference than 
flO myielf. And as an evidence, that that con- 
cern has lain with feme weight on my mind, 
I have determined to take Mr. •— into a ftiare 
df my bufineis ; and a partnerfliip is a&ually 
agreed upon between us : for I have ibmetimes 
found, the multiplicity of my affairs prefs har- 
der upon me than was coniiflent, not merely 
with the true enjoyment of life, but even, as I 
have thought, with a due regard to the prefer- 
vation of it^ and nothing I am perfuaded can 
be done as it ought to be, which is not done 
with fbme liberty and alacrity of mind. As to 
your own cafe, fince you invite me to the fub- 
je^, I /hall freely iay, I think you ovcrbur* 
dened; and yet it is difficult to know where 

to 
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to give you relief, and.impoffible, without laying 
an uneafy reilraint <m the fpring of your na* 
tural benevolence. Your miniftry, your academy* 
your paraphrafef you muft not quit; for to; 
purliie yoiu* own meta^^r, if we difcard the 

^ old luiight, I know not where we fhali find al 
fquire fit to fucceed to either poft of honour.^ 
But your correfpondencc, Sir,T-have you nott 
there given me (bme advantage agaicA. you?^ 
You fay, you muft anfwer letters from your fupc-^ 
riors. Agreed. Draw ovA the lift, with all the con^ . 
defcenfions on your own part, and all the height* 

' enings in favour of your friends, you are aUe^ 
and abide by it I am fatisfied. Nay, I would 
allow Mrs. Doddridge to cuU a few out of the, 
Ipng lift of the geAed, with whom you migMf 
exchange an occafional letter, provided you would 
confine yourfelf as the merchant's phrafe is to 
the needfuL 

But to fpcak ferioufly, as well as ipeak the 
truth, no nuui was bom for every thing., What* 
ever you do lefs, will be a lofi felt ibmewhot^ 
and we who are your friends muft be contcsnt 
to^ ihare it among us : I would willingly bear 
my part, (and I am fure a great deal will 
come to my fiiare if you rank your correfpon- 
dents according to their real merit, fiippofing 
I have intereft enough to get into Mrs. Dod« 
dridge's lift) provided your health be not la- 
vi(hed, and capacities for fervice that cannot be 
redeemed, and will not be (bon found again in 
any other man, were lefs frequently ftrained, 
B b 4 and 
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and fjfked. If you value them otif at the 
fiune km rate, aa thofe do, who diicern your 
fiDiblea as well as your yirtues, yoa will yet 
fee enough to convince you^ that your fiunily, 
end the church of God demand, diat fuch a 
life aa youes flvould foe laid iq>, as well as laid 
oat m its proper (eafon, and not expofed tp 
Mgan^ idiich it is every day leis able to en» 
dure, tid from whieh it will be every day le6 
Mb to ftcorver. Atid I would beg your opt. 
nkm of this ftntiment, which appears to me a 
yA onij That in the ordinary oourfe of things, 
yon never confult the publick good (6 faithfully, 
a» when you purfie it only in fuch methods 
aa are moft confiftent with your own fafety and 
ftlfHenjoymenc, and that all beyond tiKit meant 
is enthufiafm. 

Aiid now allow me to %ff\m you, that all 
who are nune, are in nothing more fo, dian in 
a oonccm for yciA' kappiaeft, and efteem of 
your friendftip, and diat I am yours and all 
who are youis, in every grateful and affi^onate 

N. Nbau 



J.ETTER 
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FeOM tHE SAMI. 






T 
CEARSIR, _ J"^'7»f7/^:" 

^OUR fevour of July 14, (torn Yarmaudi, 
is before me, and ^ y6u make no m^p* ^ 
tion of it, J fuppofe my letter wrote, I thiolsy 
the 5th inftant, direfted to yo,u ,at Mr. Wood'« 
at Norwich, never came to your hands, hx 
th^t J mentioned the receipt of tiie Manufqjpj^ 
]£xpofitor, and my defign pjf going to Tuq- 
Bridge* Wells i which^ in orc|er to have ^e plea^ 
fure of feeing you, 1 havQ put off to tkia d^f^ 
fortnight •, otherwife I had gone on t^iday ieven^* 
liight. Mn Barker has aUb the fame pl^e,^ 
view, though not quite to early, from wkeiif^ 
1 form a fecret hope» eipecially as Mr. Lyttd^ 
ton is there already, arfd Mr* Wtft's is qt]fi 
thirtl of the way, bf drawing, yo^ down aftcn 
us. .: .^ 

Dr. Avery was hinting to me yefterday, that 
fome New England gentlemen had, been enquiir 
ing of him concerning me, with a view of 8{k 
pointing me agent, for the Maifachufett's Colo** 
ny in New England -, and, as I underftand, on 
your recommendation ; and the Dn himfelf waa 
not, I believe, wanting ih fpeaking of me to 
them in a friendly way. But if any application 
^puld be made to me on that head, I hope 

you 
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you wSl not efteem it any diCreCpeSt, to year 
firiendihip, if I ihould dedint acceptbg it. The 
Imfinds in general I have no experience in; is 
eot of the way of my profeffion; will require 
frequent attendances on minifters of ftate, which 
I greatly diflike, and am very unfit for ; mil 
m^all probability, interfere with my other en^ 
gagements; bring upon me a heavy corrcU 
pendente; plunge me in bufineis beyond my 
abilities and ftrength; and I apprehend the 
profits may be much more confiderable to a 
merchant than they could be to me; though 
wlmt they are, or whence they ariie, I know 
act: but were they ever fo mviting, unlels 1 
could dearly difcem that I was able to ierve 
the colony to their entire fatisAftion, and my 
own honour, it would be weak in me to ac- 
cept it Any bufinefs^ that falls within the limits 
of my profeflion as a lawyer, I fliould not de- 
dine ; but I have a great diflike to undertak- 
ing what I do not tolerably underftand : per- 
pleidty and difappointment are the natural in- 
conveniences refulting from fuch a conduA. 

The great wheels of the London academy are 
yet to be jMxmded ; a fund, tutors, and pupils. 
When I find they agree in the fecond, and 
have raifed the firft, I fhall think they may pof- 
fibly fiirmouttt the difliculty of the third ; till 
then, I ihall have my doubts, though I make 
them known only to you. 

You fay I have not power to fettle you in 
London; but I hope, I (hall have power to 

bring 
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bring about your annual vifitation of your friends 
herC) a little earlier in the year: you drive it 
off {6 late till ¥^ are literally burnt out» and 
allow us not to retreat into the couqtry till 
others have been there fo long, that there is 
hardly any frefh su): left for us. Why is it».that 
you devote to our ufe only dog^ys, when 
we are willing to devote the beft of our dme 
to you ? But to be ferious. I muft beg yoi| 
will fpend either Saturday or Sunday with me 
at Clapham. I will fetch you to Clapham af* 
ter you have preached, or bring you to London 
in order to preach, according as you fix the 
time. Accept our United (alutatioiiSy and believe 
me* 

Dear Sir, 
Moft £uthfally and affedionatdy yours. 



LETTER CXXIX. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Aagttft6, 17^1. 

BEING called out upon bufineis ^ beyond 
Cobham in Surry, I did not receive your 
favour of the 31ft of July till Saturday noon, 
when it met me at Clapham. The next morn- 
ing, bdng Sunday, I communicated the con* 
tents, as far as they related to the- fblte of 

your 



fbat kcitdi. imd {piAis,^ ib- Mr.; Bkfker ift Mr/ 
Jtdtftiitfs/ tf^fdt^ 1ft %fl2n< 4n)fr Hie |Mpit- Y^ 

^ tto dMgir >thlft* tfhMht»i^ k lifi^ To utfi^ei^fiiKf^ 
(JtefifObm *«fta 1)6 <us> fo' pctii^ .te^elKa^ 
Md oat ib^daable frfend ^lilUir^ Hoi dtif '^^ 
Imt ^cA -^pstft of hn Mnh^VMis iadSthcc i/n^ - 
tMOro, 4^ « ItM dr mfpdrcd feloqueAc^ Wiill^ 
^hith M bfi^ied uj^ -fli-ottg ]^leMs i£tA cne^ fcJr* 
ydur Affp«t'<«i4 WvHrtd^ t6 him 1*ho & •alilK' 
to dcBvte fibfe *«th. 'Ood ^r*it ohr fiirt)lr- 
OifJbitB tmjr be cfiWhialv ib they aif imfMjgVied' 
smd cohtfHtlftl ^ Antd if (dtiit "tie fna^r ihox^ 
teWfiWy ta^loWi In **^ ^ftteftilljr tctfci^it)- tlift 

mercy be delayed, may the divineft confolati^Stf 
in the mean time '<^eftml on you ! And I truft 
in e<4y'iH^ Jkitl'*y^*iien^ iM-M many 
yMr^ wiH-yet be added to fb important a lift. 
To this end, my dear friend, I befeech you 
not to think of returning to Northampton^ even 
though you fhould receive all imaginable bene- 
fit at Shce^lbury in the enfuing fortnight, till 
you have viiited Briftol; and in preparing for 
that expedition, I conceive no time ihould be 
loft, as the feafon for the waters, as well as 
of the year, is fo far advanced. I fll6uld trefai- 
We forTDur return to Northim|rton at prefisntj 
notwithftsuiding fome encouraging fymptod^s; foj^^ 
a relapfe could hardly fail being fiUal^ and in 
iuch a circumftance would be next to certain, 
confidering your various engagements and aftive 
temper.^ The examination is net worth a thought, 

and 
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aodv if my advice m|ght \)tp..o6ferc4 I^ ft^puld 
wi(h it tupped int« a jdi^r^ g«f P^^X^r ^. your* 
rccoyqiy. Howcycr. that, bc^ . Mc. CW^ I arm 
pqfua4cd 13 able^ to dp. what is.. fijUf. iiffficieatt 
apjl 111^1 be veryi acceptable to the t^tfte^.. And 
I r^QJcer in his ability (wiuch I do not at ajilf 
diftruft) to keep the pupils x^vy profitably em- 
ployed for.fo9}ci time; though J fhould much 
rather hear the academy was fH difbanded, than 
that y.QU fhould read a fingle lefture between 
this and Michaelmas. In one word, your whole 
duty to God and man, is comprehended in the 
care of your health. 

.1 fhall hope for a line ere long, if it be 
only from a ienrant* (for I would notiincreafe 
yours or Mrs. Doddridge's burden) with an ac 
count of your health, for it will be our daily 
theme of dilcourfe, and objeft of concern : and 
I pray God that you- may profper and be In 
health* weq as. your ipul pro/pers. , 

The cheerifulncfs of your mind will, afford 
great fatisfaftion to your frieiids^ and dp honour 
to religion i and 'I confider as matter o^ gr^ 
thankfulnefs, Mrs. Doddridge's, confirmed health, 
whereby /he Is capable of miniftering unto . you 
under, your infirmities. May ihe receive the* 
beft direftion and fupport ! I rejoice that flie^ 
has with her fo faithful and able a friendj m 
Mri^ Orton, to whom I beg a tender ofr ffxy^ 
beft refpe^ as I have a high fe;ire cf .lys* 
great worth. I ' -j 
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We all falute you with the tendered affec^ 
tioot confidering ourfelves aHb as on the bor- 
ders of eternity, and referring it to divine wiC* 
dom, whether we are to learn to (Ue by the 
gentler leflbns of your Repeated inftradioQ) or 
once. for all, by your great example. I tm. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
With the tendered fympathy 

and unfdgned ftiend(hip, 
Mrs. Doddridge's and yours, 
N. NsAU 



LETTER CXXX. 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Tnnbridge-Wdlt, Sqit. i, 1751. 

I Feel a ftruggle in my breaft wfailft I deli« 
berate, whether confidering the feeble ftate 
of your health, I fliould break or keep (ilence; 
but fuch is the officioufnefs of friendfhip, that 
anxious (though impotent) to. afford relief, en- 
quiry muft be made after an afflifted friend, 
though at fome hazard of difturbing his {lum- 
bers. 

How afFefted we all were (in which number 
I include Mr. Barker and his lady, for in our 
love and in our diftrefs for you, we are all 
one^) I fay how afFeded we were with thofe 
^^»riou8 events which befell you in your progrefs 

to 
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to and on your arrivd at Briftol, I choofe not 
to mention i yet I truft in God, it will be fcen 
in the ifTue, that it was the kind hand of hts 
Providence that conduced you thither, a^ to 
the waters of life: for though to you it were 
a matter of choice not t6 revive at all, tilt 
^ou obtain a part in the better refiirreftion i 
yet in comptffion to Us, in companion to this 
bankrupt-world^ it is my daily prayer, (Ob, 
£orgive me this wrong !) that you may not yet 
iocreafe the number, and inhance the triumphs 
of the blefled. 

I perfuade myfdf, my dear friend^ that you 
have left all your cares as well as all your bu- 
iineis at Northampton, and that you will be in^ 
acceifible to every uninvited gueft. Cerenton/ 
is the bane of folitude ) and even the draught 
of pious or cheerful converfe, (hould^be taken 
in meafure, and under a guard, where the ap- 
petite of the ibul is fo eager, and every kind 
of exerciie has been found fo fatal. 

I prefume you know before this time, that 
the examination of your pupils on Monday laft, 
(as far as was coniiftent with your abfence) 
proceeded with fignal honour to Mr. Clark, 
and fatis^iftion to the truftees; of which Mr. 
Price has, by letter (ince his return, given mi 
a moft obliging and circumftantial account, know- 
ing' how much I intcrefted myfelf in the event, 
-r— But whence have you your remittances to 
Briftol ? The fettling accounts or* fending in 
bills, is a trouble of which you fhould now be 

ea&d: 
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tafcd: I d^Grt^ therefore, that either you M 
Mr8. Dod(iridge will draw on me for any fum 
you want, without any other ceremony than ad'* 
vifihg me of it by a line; or if you can de- 
ViCt any other method to prove my friendihip, 
it will be a kind relief to one, who is op- 
Mefled under a fenfe of hia inability, in thif 
f/aioti of difficulty, to do you fervke. 

And now, my dear friend^ though I am no 
advocajCe for the fleeping of the foul, yet me« 
thinks I could wifli, that you who are all (bul, 
(having fo nearly worn out the frail . vehicle 
in its iervice) could for a while fufpend the 
thinking power, that the body might have 
time to revive. We all fubmit to deny our- 
felves the expeAation of hearing from you, that 
the time a letter would coil you may be de* 
voted to reft. A line from any hand will fa<. 
tisfy us, if you are better ; and if otherwife, a 
word will be more than we can well fiipporL 
Compliments are vain, whilft you pofleis our 
hearts ; and as for Mrs. Doddridge, as minif* 
tering to you, /he fliarcs the office, may fhc 
partake of the refreftiments of angels ! 

Adieu. Be God ever with you ; which is the 
moft comprehend ve good that can be wiihed 
you by 

Your moft affisdionate friend 

and humble fervant, 
N. Neal. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXI. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Tunbridgc-Wclls, Sept. ii, 175 1. 

MR. Johnfton came into Mr. Barkers lodg- 
ings with your letter, whilft I was there 
to day with my family at dinner, and after 
the contents of it had been read and confider- 
ed, I was defired to put our united opinion^ 
(which you know where a confultation has been 
held is the province of the youngeft) into writ* 
ing. 

We all agree, that the (ingle point wHch 
mud determine the expedience of your making 
trial of a warmer climate, is the probability of 
its reftoring your health, of which your phyfi* 
cians are the only competent judges. The ac- 
counts you have had of its fucceis in like cafes, 
is undoubtedly a flrong teftimony in hvour of 
their judgment; and Mr. Barker mendoned it 
to me laft Sunday, as what he apprehended the 
moft probable means of your -fpeedy and per- 
feft recovery. 

The objeftions arifing therefore in your mind, 
from your connexions with your academy, or 
church, or family, mufl not be fufFered either 
to deter or perplex you. Reduce them to the 
principal, and then conununicate them to us. 
If we cannot iupply your phce for fix months, 
how (hall we fupply it, if you go to the place 
C c from 
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from whence there is no return ? Be aflured, 
my dear friend, we are fo far from being diC- 
mayed, that we fpring forward in the hope of 
being inftrumental in keeping alive the many 
precious interefts that lie near your heart, till 
you return and cherifh them again, under your 
own tender wing. 

Though I write in great hade, I cannot dofe 
without fuggefting, that you fhould not choofe 
the place to which you remove, for any rea- 
fons but merely thofe of health *, that Mrs. Dod- 
dridge muft have a faithful and tender friend 
with her, who has ibme ftrength and firmne& 
of mind ; and cannot you leave fbme minifter, 
in conjunftion with Mr. Clark, to fuperiutend 
your academy and femily ? 

May God Almighty (the alone all-fufficient 
friend and counfellor) infpire you and your dear 
lady with wifdom and magnanimity equal to 
every emergence •, and be aflured, whilft we have 
any bowels or breath remaining, our prayers 
and our afFedlions will follow you, though you 
Ihould remove to the ends of the earth. I am. 
My dear and worthy friend^ 

mod faithfully and entirely yours, 

N. Nbal. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXII. 
From thb samb. 

DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Sept. it, 1751. 

1 Received your favcmr of the i6th inftant. 
I pTdj God, the meafufe advifcd by fo great 
a body of the college may be as fuccefsful as^ 
with fuch a fandion, it was apparently irrefiftible. 
Your provifioit for the academy, I can already 
affure you, is very fetisfadory to Dr. Jennings, 
Mr^ Price, and myfelf, and I have no doubt 
will be fo to Dr. Guyfe, to whom I ihall 
communicate it the firft opportunity. We had 
a meeting oh the day (and juft before) your 
laft letter arrived: at which the truftees unani- 
moufly and with the warmed afFedion, agreed 
to defire your acceptance of thirty guineas, as 
a prefent towards your expenfes at Lifbon, and 
in your voyage thither. I have likewife receiv- 
ed ten guineas more as a prefent to you from 
a private hand, though I am not allowed to 
mention the perfon. 

And now, my dear friend, I chearfully ac- 
cept the office of your banker and fteward 5 and 
though I undertake for nothing more, yet from 
the generous ardor many of your friends expreis 
towards you, do not dcfpair of receiving your 
ftock entire, if it be the will of God, that you 
return to us again. You go with a full gale 
C c 2 of 
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of prayer, and I truft we (hall ftand i-eady, 
on the fhore, to receive you back with fhouts 
of praife* But it becomes us alfo to be pre- 
pared for a more awful event-, and I think it 
needful to defire you to tell Mrs, Doddridge, 
(though God forbid, the hand fhould wound, 
that fain would heal her) that we, as it were, 
forget you, I had almoft faid forget ourfelves, 
whilft we think of her : that fhe is heir to 
every heart that is yet yours •, above all, that 
fhe is furc of an intcreft in that God, whofe 
arms are everlafting, whofe prefence is univerfal, 
and whofe compaffions never fail. He is the 
creator of the ends of the earth, who fainteth 
not, neither is weary, and there is no fearch- 
ing his underftanding. Oh, Sir, the time is 
haftening, when thefe ways of his, which are 
now fo unfearchable, ihall appear to have been 
marked out by the counfels of infinite wifdom ; 
and we, who may be left longeft to lean upon, 
and fupport one another by turns, in this wea- 
ry land, fhall fix our feet on thofe everlafting 
hills, where our joys fhall never leave, nor 
our vigour ever fail us ! There, my dear 
friend, may we be one, in that union which 
cannot be diflblved ! In this blcfled hope I am 
afFeftionatcly yours, 

N. Neal. 

I cannot enumerate the foUcitous enquiries 
that arc daily made concerning you. Pray be 

fure. 
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fure, that Mrs. Doddridge have fome fuita- 
ble companion with her, that may be a folace 
and fupport to her in any event. I take it for 
granted fome perfon knows where your will is 
depofited. 



LETTER CXXXIIL* 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Nov. 5, 1751. 

YOUR letter of the 27th of Odtober (N. S.) 
came to hand tht 30th (O. S.) viz. the 
day fortnight after it was wrote; and to hear 
that you had furmounted the difficulties of 
your journey and voyage, gives us hope, that 
entire reft, a gentler element, and warmer fun, 
will prevent the lamp of life, though it ihould 
fail of its former brightnefs, from being, utterly 
cxtinguifhed. Nature, free from external vio- 
lence and oppofition, may (hew that her ftrength 
though impaired, is not confumed; or, at the 
voice of the Lord of nature, even thefe dry 
bones (hall live. 

I blefs God, that I am able to allure you, 

as far as my acquaintance with your friends 

reaches, that they are all well, and have been 

C c 3 fo 

* Not received till after the Dolor's death, which 
happened O^obcr 26th. 
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fo ever fincc you left England; and how near 
you and your dear lady lie to many of their 
hearts, words are wanting to tell. In this num- 
ber I include Mr. LefTingham, Mr. Barker and 
his lady, Mrs. Abney, Mifs Aftihurft, Mr, 
Price, Mr. Crifp, Mr. and Mrs. Jackfon, and 
every branch of my own family, (including my 
uncle Lardner, who is extremely folicitous for 
your welfare) Mr. and Mrs. Waugh, &c. not 
intending to exclude any; but to the afFedtion 
with which- you are remembered by thefe I am 
a frequent witnefe : and when I write to a man 
in a foreign country, in whom the focial affec- 
tions are fb ftrong, I know I can adminifter no 
cordial (that is not ex&a<5ied from heavenly 
things) more reviving, than the aflurance that 
ib many of your friends Jive, inceflantly to love 
and to pray for you. 

I prcfume you have received or will receive 
advices diredtly from Northampton, and therefore 
it may be needlefs for me to mention, that I 
hpld a very intimate correfpondence with Mr. 
Glark, and that every thing relating both to 
your family and academy, I verily believe goes 
on well. And indeed I reflecft upon it with 
thankfulnefs, that when I am writing to a friend 
fo dear to me, at fuch a diftance, and in fo 
infirm a ftate of health, I have no bad advices 
of any kind either to relate or to conceal. 

The weather has been for feveral days fe- 
yerely cold, confidering we are only enter- 
ing the borders of winter. However it recon- 

cilcs 
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cilcs us the more to parting with you, when 
we rcflcifl, how much more you were in danger 
of fuffering than we do, if tht fun had left 
you fo far behind him; and our hopes in the 
mean time travail, as it were, for the return of 
the year, that we may be blefled with a dou- 
ble fpring, and receiv&.both i>ur. funs back to* 
gether. 

Your friends here WiU think th^e is great 
caufe either to blame themfelves or you, if the 
expenfe of your preftnt e^^pedition (fb una- 
voidable as it feemed to be) (hould create you 
an hour's uneaiinefs. Many of them you are 
fenfiblo deiife to be rMked among the difci- 
pies of Chrift; and it exceeds not the humi- 
lity he has prefcribed to the meoneft of them, 
to aim at a (hare in a prophet's reward. 

And how, my dear friend, adieu. Glad as 
I am to receive a line from you, I intreat 
you never to take a pen in hand without Mrs« 
Doddridge's entire approbation ; remembering 
that whatever retards your recovery, keeps open 
a wound (ours as well as yours) which we are 
all labouring to heat. Here are many, who will 
reckon themfelves debtors to all who (hew you 
any kindnefs at Li(bon. Let good Mrs. Dod« 
dridge eipecially know, that the tendered fym« 
pathy fills our breads, and that I am only one^ 
among a great multitude, and one of the un- 
worthicft too, of her and your 

Moft faithful and affectionate friends, 

N. Nbal. 
C c 4 Jhe 
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The congr^tional fund, on Mr. Price's mo- 
tion, have ordered you a prcfcnt of twenty 
pounds : Mr. Price has promifed me forty gui« 
neas; and Mrs. Barker has made me a prefent 
of twenty guineas for your ufe. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 
From Henry Baker, es<^* 

DEAR SIR> London^ Nov. 24^ 1747. 

I Am extremely obliged to you for the honour 
you have lately done me: but fhould be 
unable to anfwer, either to the publick or to 
myfelf, the taking up any portion of that pre- 
cious time, which you fo generoufly and affidu- 
oufly devote to the fervice of mankind, in the 
fupport of religion and the enforcement of mo- 
rality and virtue, was I not in hopes, that your 
favours to me may prove a kind of relaxation 
and amufement from your more ferious and 
important ftudies. And in order to make them 
fo, and no otherwife, I earneftly intreat, that 
you may never trouble yourfelf about me, but 
at your utmoft leifure, and then dired: your 
amanuenlis to pen down whatever ftiall come 
firft into your thoughts, without regarding ei- 
ther 

• Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies. There 
it an account of this ingenious gentleman in the new 
and enlarged edition of the Biographia firitannica. 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 409 

ther ftyle or method; for the efteem and good 
wifties of fo benevolent a mind will always be 
judged by me of infinite value, in what man- 
ner foever they be exprefled. I likewife hope 
farther, that philofophical enquiries into nature 
may be not wholly without their ufe, even to 
the good purpofes you are purfuing; for the 
more we know of nature, the more elevated 
Ideas we fhall attain of nature's God, and be- 
come the more likely to imitate that univerlal 
beneficence, which we behold flowing to all his 
creatures through an infinity of ftreams. 

There are, perhaps, but two ways whereby 
we can arrive at the knowledge of a deity, the 
creator of all things : the one is, chat particular 
revelation he has been pleafed to make of him- 
felf, to a few only of the nations upon earth: 
the other is, that univerfal evidence of an al« 
mighty caufe, whereby his works declare his 
glory, and every thing that has exiftence fbme 
* way or other proclaims his power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs. 

To fay nothing of the order and regular 
courfes of the heavenly bodies, and particularly 
of the fun, whofe brightnefs and influence have 
Ipread the belief of a God throughout the 
world, there is no part of the animal, vegeta- 
ble, or mineral kingdoms but what ferves to 
the feme purpofe. Every animal that lives, 
and every plant that grows, fliews the hand that 
formed it to be divine; and if we fcarch the 
bowels of the earth, the variety of gems, me« 

tals. 
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tia, era, md taaatnis b no Icfs cxpreflive. 
Tre eet^ iffbrds t}fi> iimumerable proofs in 
icpor: cr rsvta^kiQ ; of that part of it, I mean, 
wTjii LjAjlibs i:s of its having been overflow^ 
c£ br a delsgr: far thofe innamerable (hells, 
fcafjcs r\-glrT.i in AeUs^ and other marine bo* 
des;. vri:^ arc feiod every where in the high- 
c£ '■i i f P-i-"-? s npoa the continents as well as 
ii r^ tIitT., 2re iocontefiable proofs, that thofe 
pibcss isrdL JiK c tufm e have been iea, or at leaft, 
Bir Ci^ ho&ss jBoA have been brought thi- 
tbsr bn- tbe over&nnag <^ the ocean: and as 
JE90SK cacs asd mcisis ftmck by mighty prin- 
ce? xsd ihsr^ in remembraoce of their famous 
esc<uoi3, znr higLV vilocd, as evidences of iuch 
^aSs^ no Iss ocght thele foffile, marine bodies 
lo be cxilsfered as medals of the Almighty^ 
rd^x proTiag the deibhtion he has formerly 
ywcgit irpca die earth. — But 1 forget I am 
mrfraig to i ger.tlcrsan much more capable than 
Epiif cf niking the moft juil reflections on 
evrry pjir: of the creation, and of duly con- 
iceri-^ the way of livLng, beauty, form, and 
cie of evcTT animal and vegetable : inftead there- 
fcce of bcng farther impertinent, I flialJ en- 
ccivoixr to be gratcni!, by acknowledging the 
great obltgadors I lie under for your many 
kind, gccerocs^ and chriilian cxpreflions of good 
will towards me and mine -, which I can no 
otherw::e rcnzra but by afluring you of a fin- 
ccn: fr:endih:p, that would rtjoice to find any 

opportunity 
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opportunity of becoming ferviccablc or agreeable 
to you. 

As you, good Sir, have been pleafcd to in- 
form me of your engagements, I Ihall give you 
fome little account of mine, that my delay in 
anfwering yours may not feem Co blameable as 
it may otherwife appear, — When I was about 
tweoty years of age, having a relation (a girl) 
that was born deaf, (and confequently dumb) it 
came into my thoughts, that fuch a perfon might 
be inftrudted to write, read, and fpeak. I im- 
mediately made the experiment; and my fcholar 
in about a year could read in any book diC- 
tinftly, {peak very intelligibly moft common 
words, and underftand a great deal of language. 
This fuccefs brought people about me, who 
were under the fame misfortune; and the hand- 
fome offers that were propofed, led me, con- 
trary to my own firft intention, to give the 
fame affiftance to others ; and new ones ftill 
applying from time to time, this has been my 
employment for twenty- five years : during which> 
I have brought feveral, under that unhappy cir- 
cumftance, to fpeak the Englifh language flu- 
ently, and converfe eafily, from underftanding 
what others fay, by only obfcrving the mo- 
tions of their organs while fpeaking ; to read 
and comprehend all common books, and to 
write their mind, either by letter or otherwife, 
in as fenfible, and in a better and more corrcft 
ftyle than people ufually do. Along with this, 
1 have alfo affifted great numbers to get rid 

of 
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of heiitation, ftammering, lifping, and various 
other impediments in fpeech: and have conftant- 
]y fome of ail forts under my direftion, that 
come from ^different parts, whom I fpend all 
my mornings in attending where they are lodg- 
ed ; for no perfuaiions could ever induce me to 
take any home; the attention and fatigue of 
teaching them making it necefTary that I Axould 
be quite undifturbed at all other timkes *, (b that 
after four or five o'clock my day's work is 
over : but then, what with vifits of friends, at* 
tending the Royal Society, anfwering correfpon- 
dentSy. preparing one thing or other for the 
prefs, and other necefTary avocations, I can fel- 
dom command an hour. — But I have troubled 
you with too much I doubt of this, and come 
now- to requeft, that you will make my com- 
pliments and good wifties acceptable to your 
fociety ; the date, defign, and regulations of 
which, I (hall be glad to have fome account of, 
when the fecretary is quite at leifure, as like- 
wife of fome of your moft remarkable minutes. 
It gives ire no little pleafure to obferve, 
that focieties for enquiring into the produdtions 
of nature, and the improvements of art, are 
forming in drfFerent parts of the king's domi- 
nions : there are fuch eftablifhed at Edinbufgh, 
Dublin, York, Briftol, Peterborough, Spalding, 
and feveral other places. When ingenious peo- 
ple meet to communicate their fcvcral obferva- 
tions, and with a fincere defire to difcover truth, 
great advances may be made in knowledge. I 

wifli 
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wifli to yours all imaginable fuccefs, and (halt 
joyfully contribute my mite, as often as other 
unavoidable engagements will give me leave. 

No doubt the members of your fociety have 
made fome experiments m eledricity, a fubjedl 
which has lately engaged all the curious world, 
from the difcoveries lately made, though the 
principle itfelf has probably exifted as long as 
matter and motion, and been the chief agent 
in many of the moft furprifing phaenomena in 
nature. 

Few have been more bufy in this affair than 
myfelf, and therefore I fhall defcribe to you two 
experiments you have probably not yet heard 
of. Several gentlemen of the Royal Society, 
conveyed the eledric power through the river 
Thames, by means of a wire carried over the 
new bridge at Weftminfter : one end thereof 
was held by a perfon on this fide the river, 
whofe other hand fuftained an iron bar that 
hung into the water. A perfon, on the oppofitc 
fide, held the other end of the wire that was 
faftened to an eledbrifed phial : and on his touch- 
ing the water of the river with a poker held 
in the other hand, the ftiock was felt by the 
perfons on both fides, the river making part 
of the eleftric circuit. 

An experiment has alfo been made to afcer- 
tain, if poffible, the difference or proportion be- 
tween the progreflion of found and that of the 
eleftrio power. To perform this, a wire was 
carried a mile and quarter, at the end of which 

fome 
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ibme people were placed, with (ccond watches 
cxsuftly regulated, to obfervc the time between 
their feeling the ftroke, and their hearing the 
found of a piftol fired at the inftant of the 
touch at the other end. Sound is now generally 
allowed to pafs at, or nearly at, the rate of one 
mile in four feconds : and what is very remark- 
able in this experiment, (which as well as the 
former was many times repeated) the ihock 
was conftantly felt, as nearly as could be com- 
puted, exaftly five feconds before the found 
was heard: fo that according to our concep- 
tions of things, it may be faid to have pafled 
inftantaneoufly. 

I am got almoft to the end of my paper 
before I have returned you thanks for men- 
tioning my fon fo kindly, who dcfires your ac- 
ceptance of his beft fervices. He has indeed 
been fomewhat forwarder than boys ufua\ly are, 
from a conftant convcrfation with men. At 
twelve years old he had tranflated the whole 
twenty-four books of Telcmachus from the French : 
before he was fifteen, he tranflated from the 
Italian, and publifhed, a treatife in Phyfic, of 
Dr. Cocchi, of Florence, concerning the diet 
and dodrines of Pythagoras ; and laft year, be- 
fore he was feventeen, he likewife publifhed a 
treatife of Sir Ifaac Newton's Metaphyfics, com- 
pared with thofe of Dr. Liebnitz, from the 
French of Mr. Voltaire. He is a pretty good 
mafter of the Latin, underftands fome Greek, is 
reckoned no bad mathematician for his years, 

and 
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and knows a great deal of natural hiftorjr, both 
from reading and obfervation ; fo that, by the 
grace of God, I hope, he will become a vir-* 
tuous and ufeful man. 

And now, dear Sir, begging pardon for de- 
taining you fo long, I aflure you that I am 
with the utmoft efteem and refpeft. 
Your much obliged 
and mod afiedionate humble fervant, 

H. Baker. 

I communicated your account of the finging 
lady to the Royal Society : it is judged a very 
extraordinary cafe, and I was ordered to thank 
you for it in the fociety*s name, which I do 
with all my heart. 



LETTER CXXXV. 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR, London, July 12, i748« 

IMuft depend on your generolity and good na- 
ture to excufe my long filence, which I aflure 
you has given me many an uneafy refleftion, as 
every thing which reafon condemns muft of ne- 
ceffity do. I can indeed truly plead the clofc at-- 
tentiou my buiine^ requires, and the difficulty, 
and indeed oftentimes the inconvenience of draw- 
ing my thoughts another way ; efpecially at my 

beginning 
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beginning with new fcholars who are deaf and 
dumb, of which I have lately had two almoft toge- 
ther : who with four I was before engaged to, and 
feveral for different impediments, that are continu- 
ally coming and going, are fufficient to reqmrc all 
the abilities of a mind much more vigorous and 
better furnifhed than mine. I might, I fay, plead 
this, and many other things in my excufe, but I 
rather choofc to rely entirely on your goodnefs, 
which, I hope, will permit me to fend together, 
(what ought to have waited on you feparately) 
my hearty thanks for your two moft obliging let- 
ters, and for all the curious particulars contdned 
therein -, which I muft beg the liberty of defering^ 
to enter upon farther till I fhall enjoy the pleafure 
of your company at London. I muft not, however, 
omit to exprefs my obligation for Mr. Simon 
Brown's extraordinary dedication : * the mention 
of which, has likewife procured me a letter and 
poem of his from my good friend Dr. Miles of 
Tooting, and alfo a fermon preached at his fune- 
ral by Mr. Anthony Atkey, who gives therein a 
hiftory of his cafe-, which is, in (hort, that upon 
the lofs of a wife and fon, he feemed at firft to 
lofe his rcafon, and became very melancholy : and 
from this time he imagined, that God had gra- 
dually annihilated his thinking fubftancc, and di- 
vefted him entirely of confcioufnefs •, fo that, not- 
withftanding his retaining the human form and the 
power of fpeech, he had no more notion of what 

he 

* To Quren Caroline^ which is printed in the Advco^ 
turer. No. 88. 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 417 

he faid than a parrot. He continued thus ten 
years, during which time he wrote feveral learn- 
ed books, and efpedally (within the two laft 
years of his life) that defence of chriftianity, ibr 
which he intended the Dedication I received from 
you. I now inclo(e the letter and verles I was 
favoured with from Dr. Miles, and requeft you 
to return them, after you have taken a copy, if 
you fhall choofe fo to do. 

Mr. Folkes defires me to return your civilities, 
and when you come to town I fhall hope to in- 
troduce you to him. In the mean while accept 
of every good wifh, together with the utmoft ef- 
teem and refpeft of. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft obliged and afleftionate 

humble fervant, 
H. Baker. 



LETTER CXXXVL 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Loodon, January 14, 1748—9. 

I Shall not 1 am certam exceed the truth, if 
I ailure you, that 1 have intended and ear* 
neftly defired more than an hundred times, fince 
the receipt of your laft fiivour, to return you 
my beft refpe^, notwithftanding one affair or 
another has hitherto kept me filent, and now I 
D d am 
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am determined that nothing fiiall longer prevent 
my doing what ouglit long ago to have been 
done. I find myfelf To much obliged to you^ 
and on fo many ac<x>unt^, that I know not how 
or where to begin my thanks, but muft refer 
you, who are beft able» to thank yourfelf on 
roy behalf; that is, I muft beg the favour of 
)H>u, who underftand full well the workings of 
the human mind, and have often, I make no 
doubt, felt in your own boibm fentiments of 
gratitude abid obligatton which no words could 
give expreffion to — I muft, I fay, intreat you, 
to fuppofe the like grateRil fentiments in me 
towards you, and accept them in my nanae. 
You will call this a very extraordinary way of 
repaying obligaftions : but it is the only one 
that can reprefent my juft fenfe of your friend- 
fhip, generofity, and goodnefs, the remembrance 
of which, dum memor ipfe meiy no time or dif- 
tance will ever be able to efface. 

My Son has indeed made fome very good 
drawings of the Locuft, and fome of its moft 
remarkable parts; particularly its five eyes, its 
two forts of teeth, its tongue, whofe fhape re- 
fembles very nearly that of an ox, and thofe 
inftruments in the tail of the female, which 
pierce the ground like an auger, and make the 
holes where ihe depoftt^ her eggs. He has al- 
fo drawn the eggs, as they are depofited in a 
certain Ipumous, reddiih matter that cements 
them together, and may probably ferve for food 
to the young as ibon as they are hatched I 

have 
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have had two nefts of thcfe eggs: they arc 
about the * * * of an inch in length, and are 
placed fide by fide, and credl in this fpumy 
matter. The internal parts we did not examine 
for want of time to do it before they became 
too dry and rigid ; for none would live with 
me above ten days, though Sir Hans Sloane had 
fome alive in glafles at the b^inning of De- 
cember. ♦ 

My Son intended to have given into the 
Royal Society an account of his obfervations, to- 
gether with a fhort natural hiftory of this ani- 
mal, towards which oiu* worthy friend Dr. Miles 
was Co good to lend his afliftance ; but juft as 
he was fetting about it he w^ taken oflF, by 
being the perfon appointed to make drawings 
of all the machines, defigns, and operations em- 
ployed in the grand fireworks to be exhibited 
on occafion of the peace 5 which has engaged his 
whole time from morning till night for three 
months lafi: paft, and is likely to afford him no 
refpite for a month or two to come. When 
this affair is over, he intends however to throw 
his memoranda into ibme' order, and will be 
obliged to his friends for whatever obfervations 
they may have made, and efpecially on the in- 
ternal parts. 

I thank you very finoerely for yow infotouu 
tion concerning Capt. Dean, whofe wonderful 
prefervtttton y/fhtn ihipwredc:ed I remember, but 
till now was entirely Ignorant of his being a- 
Hve, and of every other part of his ftory. The 
D d 2 conver- 
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convcrfation of a man, who has feen Co- mUck 
of the world, and experienced fuch extraordinary 
deliverances, mud 1 amfure^ be highly fads- 
^u9:ory to a mind like yours, that confiders 
fuch events, not as meer lucky accidents, 
(which many are too ready to call them) but 
as convincing proofs of an all dirc<5Ung Provi- 
dence, that can lead us unhurt through dangers, 
where humanly fpeaking deftruftion fcems inevi- 
table. I (hould be exceedingly delighted to have 
his ftory from himfelf, which, upon applying to 
him, you are plcafed to think he would oblige 
me with: but to tell .you the real truth, my 
time IS fo wholly engaged, by my bufincfe ly- 
ing fa difperfed in this vaft town, that it is 
impofCble for me to fupport even with conmion 
decency, the correspondence I have already. I 
feldom im at home f]X)m pretty early in the 
morning till between two and three*, frequently 
have fcarce an hour to dine, but am forced 
out again till fix or feven o'clock, and fbme* 
times eveii later- When I get home fooneft, I 
commonly have company, or if not, find my- 
felf fo weary with having walked perhaps feven 
or eight miles, as well as applied clofely to 
my bufinefe for five, fix, or feven hoi^rs, that 
I am ill qualified to fit down and write. The 
fame reafon prevents me likcwife from writing 
to Mr. Adams concerning his mod furprifing 
deliverance, when fliipwrecked on the G^ets; 
the wonderful particulars of which were related 
to me a few years ago by a very worthy qua- 

ker. 
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ker, Peter Coilin(on, who is known almofl to 
every body. Such an event as this deferves to 
be perpetuated to futijre times, by fomcbody 
whofe authority may fet it above the fuppofi- 
tion of being an invented tale 5 and . give me 
leave, dear Sir, to wi(h, that you would pre- 
ferve fome of thcfc very remarkable inftances 
of God's interpofing providence which yourfelf 
have opportunities of being fully fatisfied about, 
as lafting memorials that God will (ave his 
people from deftruAion. 

You are extremely kind to inform me of Sir 
Jofeph Jekyrs charity, and to indulge me with 
the liberty of recommending any, within the in- 
tention of his will, whom I may be defirous 
to have aflifted by it. Within my own per- 
gonal knowledge I find none to requeft it for; 
but upon enquiring among my friends, thofe 
whofe names you will fee In the enclofed pa- 
per, are reprefented to me as deferving and 
proper objefts, and if on confidering their cafe, 
any of them fhall appear fo to you, I doubt 
not you will take fome notice of them* 

My having been out of town a week at 
Chriftmas with the Duke of Montagu, has load- 
ed me with « debt to my bufinefs, which I 
have not yet been able to repay, and delayed 
my writing to you longer than otherwife it would 
have been : but as the difficult work of my em- 
ployment can be performed by myfelf only, as 
I have no amanuenfis, and am not fo happy 
to write fhort hand, from having been unable 
D d 3 for 
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for twenty years paft to command fufScient Ici- 
fure for the attaining and praftifmg thereof; I 
hope, on thefe conftderations^ you will pardon 
tnj long though unwilling filence, and accept from 
jne and mine all the good wifhes to you and 
yours, which efteem, afFsftion, and friend/hip can 
foggeft; and be afTured I am with the utmoft 
fimwity. 

Dear Sir, 
Your very much obliged and moft obedient 

humble ferrant, 
H. Bakbr. 

Be ib good to preient my compliments to 
your philoibphical (bciety, and to Mr. Shipley 
in particular, and pray tell him, I fhall take it 
as a great favour, if he can fend me fomt of 
the wheel animals. 



LETTER CXXXVII. 

From the same. 

DEAR SIR, Catharine-Street, Feb. 13, 1749-T-50. 

TH £ fhorteft apologies are beft, and as 
you are, I hope, convinced of my fin- 
cere rcfpe<5l, I fhall not wafte the little time I 
can command in writing you the reaibns of 
my long filence, but come dircAly to the pur- 
pofe of this letter, which is to cnquke, if you, 

at 
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at Northampton, felt any thing of the earth- 
quake that furprifed us laft week in London, 
and to fend you fbme account thereof. 

On Thurfday laft, the 8th of this inftant, 
as I was walking along Chancery-Lane towards 
Holborn, at about forty minutes paft twelvt 
at noon, people came out of feveral houfcs to 
their doors, in great furprife, complaining of 
the fhaking of their houfes, and imputing it 
to the fall of fome building, large timber, or 
other heavy body, which they imagined to have 
fallen at fome little diftance from them, and 
which they came out to enquire after. 

When I was got into Holboni, I found the 
people there under the fame conftemation, and 
exprefling themfelves nearly in the fame man- 
ner. Going on to Gray's Inn, many pmpte 
were got together in the great fquare, talking 
about the fhock they had felt, and, in particu- 
lar, a lamp-lighter was giving an account, that 
being on his ladder pouring oil into a lamp, 
he was in great danger of falling by the unex- 
pefted fhaking of the ladder. I then went to 
a friend's chambers, under Gray's Inn library, 
where the fhock had been fo great that they 
thought a clock would have fallen dowp; and 
fencied, at the time, that fbme large box or 
vaft heap of books had been tumbled down 
over head. The people in all the flreets, as 
I returned home, were talking of this flrange 
motion, which now every body undcrftood to be 
an earthquake, and many women complained it 
D d 4 had 
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had made them fick, in which their fright 
might probably be equally concerned. At com- 
ing home, I found my own family had been 
no lefs furprifed, and Mrs. Baker had fent to 
the neighbours to^ enquire if any thing had 
&llen down in their ^joufes to occafion the 
fliaking of mine, which fhe defcribed as very 
violent. She fat at the time in the dining room, 
on the firft floor next the ftreet, and her fup« 
podtion at the inftant was, that one of the fer- 
vants had fallen all along with great violence 
in a back room of the next ftory; had tried 
to get up, ffumbled, and was fallen down agsun, 
thereby fhaking the houfe and making a great 
noifc. My fon was then at the Tower, where 
the fame fhock was felt, and every body was 
ftartled with the immediate apprehen/ion of fbme 
explofion of gunpowder, of which there are 
great quantities. A gentleman who was fitting 
at a table writing, at his houfe in the mint in 
the Tower, was tofTed out of his chair againfl 
the table with violence. 

I enquired of many people in diflFerent fbeets, 
that by comparing their accounts I might form 
a better judgment, and I fbund them agree uni- 
verfally in the firft fuppofition of the fall of 
feme pondrous body, mofl faid with a great 
noifc, but fome few were not fenfible of that: 
I endeavoured likewife to learn its courfe, and 
by comparing the reports of people in different 
fituations, it feems to have lain eafl and weft, 
and to have pafTed from the wt& eaftward. 

I felt 
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I felt nothing of it myfelf as I walked in the 
ftrcet, nor do I find that many who were walk* 
ing did> but that I impute to the noife and 
fhaking of the carts and coaches. 

Our worthy prefident of the Royal Society had 
fome gentlemen with him at his houfe in Queen* 
Square, who were all furprifed with fbmethihg 
falling, as they imagined, with a great noife^ 
and at the inftant, the houfe feemed to heave 
up, then to fink down again, and totter fide* 
ways, till it feemed to fettle. Two coaches 
waiting at his door, the coachmen found them- 
felves lifted up, and almoft tumbled from their 
feats : other people took notice alio of this rif- 
ing and finking. In Weftminfter-Hall both the 
judges and pleaders thought the hall would turn* 
ble on their heads, and the judges, whofe feats 
are contiguous to the wall, felt it /hake from 
its foundation. Doors were opened, pewter and 
other things thrown down in many houies, and 
fome chimnies fell. 

This day fortnight, a mod extraordinary 
light appeared in the fky towards the fbuth 
eaft, between fix and feven in the evening, and 
furprifed the ^hole town, with the apprehen- 
fion of a great fire; for the fky appeared of 
a fiery rednefs at the beginning, and then fetm* 
ed to form a line of dark red fire of about 
fifteen degrees in width, which continued for 
fome time, then difFuied, and left a remarka^ 
ble lightnefs in the iky during the whole night 
after. 

One 
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One cannot I think, kt fuch uncommon pluc* 
nomena pafs unheeded : if thefe terrors of the 
Almighty will not excite refledion, fureljr no- 
thing will. I hope, therefore, this fliort account 
will prove acceptable, and that you will excuie 
my great omiffions towards you for a long time 
paft, which I aflure you have often given me 
iome uneafinefs. 

I have feveral times been thinldng of the 
two inftances you mentioned, when I faw you 
hSi, of the efFeft (bme wounds have on the 
jaws and nervous fyftem, by locking up the 
mouth as it were, and thereby bringing on death. 
As fach cafes are very little known, and we 
have ncMie of them among the many papers fcnt 
to the Royal Society, you would oblige us 
much, by an account thereof, especially of the 
laft cafe*, which happening in your own houle, 
you can more particularly fpeak to; and if you 
fhall not judge it proper to mention the gen- 
tleman's name, if you call him only a young 
gentleman, it will be (from you) lufficientiy fa- 
tisfii(ftory. 

I have juft received a letter from Dr. Miles, 
informing me that the earthquake was felt at 
Tooting, though not by his family: it was felt 
pretty ftrongly at Greenwich, and at Darking in 
Kent, at Hampftead, at Kilburn, at Richford, 
and Kingfton in Middlefex, and alfo at Enfield. 
Other places I am as yet uncertain of. A line 
from you will always give me unfpeakable fa- 
tisfadtion, and 1 hope you will do me the juC 

ticc 
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ticc to believe, that I am, with the moft cordial 

wifhes for the j^rofperity of you and yours, in 

which Mrs. Baker and my fons join moft heartily. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful and moft affedionate 

humble fervant, 
H, Baker. 



LETTER CXXXVIII. 
1 From the same. 

DEAR SIR, London, Oa. 6, 1750. 

WHEN I faw in our news papers, an 
account of a violent (hock of an earth- 
quake at Northampton, on Sunday laft, I was 
greatly concerned for the (afcty of you and 
your family -, and take this firft opportunity 
to make an affcftionatc enquiry after the wel- 
fare of you all : begging the favour of you 
(when your time will permit) to fend me all 
the particulars that come to your knowledge, 
concerning this convulfion in nature,, that I 
may in your name lay them before the Royal 
Society, to be depofited among their records 
of this wonderful year. We fhall be glad to 
learn the ftate of the weather before, at, and 
after the (hock: whether it was attended with 
any noife, lightning, or fulphureous fmell : what 
kind of motion it feemed to be, whether a heav- 
ing 
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ing up and down, cur a vibration from fide t9 
fide, and haw long it continued : in what man* 
ner yourielf and other people of judgment 
were affefted by it, at what time it happened, 
how hr it extended, and (if any) what mill 
chief it has done. I hope "you will kindly ex- 
cuie my bdng thus troublefbme; but indeed I 
do' not take all this liberty on a prefumption 
of my own intereft with you, for Mr. Folkes 
fends you lus fervice, and defired me to aik 
this fiivour of you. 

Though I rgoice at your having fuch mul* 
titudes of friends wherever you go, for every 
body who is a fiiend to piety and virtue mud: 
be your fiiend, I could have wifhed that fome 
of them, when you were laft at London, would 
have (pared me a little more of your company : 
though I am very thankful for the little of it 
I hod, and fully fenfible it was more than I 
de&rved, after having been (b long without pay- 
ing you my due refpeds. I received the in>- 
preflion of what I take to be an unknown 
produdtion : it feems to approach neareft to fbme^ 
thing of the cones of the fir-kind, but then it 
would haye fbme ciu*vature. Pray mj thanks 
to Mr. Shipley for it, and the hairs that came 
with it, and I am obliged to you ^for fending 
them. I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful and obedient fervant, 

H. Baker. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXIX, 
Frpm Gilbert West, Hsq^* 

SlKp Wickham, March 14, 1747— 8. 

UPON my going to town fometime ago I 
received from your bookfeller, by your 
orders, a prefent of your Memoirs of Colonel 
Gardiner, for which mark of your regard for 
me I return you my particular thanks, over and 
ftbove thofc which arc due to you from every 

one, 

• The charader of Mr. Weft (as ono^bferves) wis truly 
amiable and eicellenc. In him the chriftian^ the fcholar, 
and the gentleman were happily united. His works exhibit 
fufficient evidence of his learning; and the influence of 
his piety hatti« it is to be hoped* been extended far by 
his Ob/tr^atioMS em iht Re/krreSiien, an^ would doubclef^ 
have reached farther, had he lived to complete what 
he had for fometime meditated* the evidences of the 
truth of the New Te^ment. His private virtues and 
focial qualities were fach as juftly endeared him to his 
friends and acquaintance. In his manner of life he was 
regular and exemplary. He read the prayers of the pub* 
lick liturgy every morning to his family ; and on Sun* 
day evening he called his fervants into the parlour, and 
read to them £rft a fermon* and then prayers. Cralhaw 
(as Dr. Johnfon obfervei) is now not the only maker of 
verfes to whom may be given the two venerable names 
of Pptt and Saint. See Cowley's verfes on the death 
of Mr. Craftaw, which begiil thus : 

Poet and Saint! to thee alone are given 

The two moft faaed names of earth and heaven. 

^ Seka IVtrki <f%ir% A* Cowlty $ m Hp0 voluHts t vol. L /• »«• 
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one, who wiflies well to chriftianity, for this, 
and your many other ufeftil and zealous labours 
in that noble caufe. Example has always a 
greater influence upon the generality of man- 
kind then precept, though founded upon the 
ftrongeft rcafon, and enforced by the higheft 
authority : it cannot therefore but be very fer- 
viceable to the men of this world, and particu- 
larly of this age, to fhew them from the in* 
ftances of Colonel Gardiner, and the three ex- 
cellent brothers, whom you treat of in your ap- 
pendix, that it is poffible for a man to be ^ 
ftria and fincere chriftian, and at the fame time 
a foldier and a gentleman; characters that are 
but too commonly thought inconfiftent with 
that of a difciple of Chrift. AH I am afraid 
of is, that the example of Colonel Gardiner 
ihould be looked upon as too bright for imi- 
tation. Men of cool hearts are apt to fufpeft 
thofe degrees of zeal and fervour, which they 
never felt, to be unnatural and affeded: for 
which reafon, I could wi(h that you had not 
inferted fo many of thofe rapturous drains of 
piety, which Colonel Gardiner poured into the 
bofoms of thofe friends to whom he opened all 
his heart. Thofe "irhriftians indeed, whofe piety 
is wound up to the fame exalted pitch, may be 
touched and thrilled by them, and like unifons 
anfwer in the fame key; and I am perfuaded 
there are many fuch. But to the generality of 
men, efpccially men of the world, I am afraid 
thefe drains, the genuine effufions of thofe hearts 

only. 
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only, which are {mitten with die bve of reli- 
gion, will give the whole charaiSter of Colonel 
Gardiner an air of enthuiiafm: an effed: whidi 
the goodnds of your own heart, the warmth of 
your affeftions for that excellent man, and your 
intimate knowledge of him, kept you, I dare 
fay, from fufpe<5ting« This and a few peculia- 
rities of cxpreffion, are the only exceptionable 
things in your book: but they are abundantly 
outweighed by the many ftrokes of piety and 
good fenfe, and the many inftrudive leflbns and 
refledions which aj^ear almoft in every page. 
One I cannot help taking notice of to you up- 
on this occafion, viz. your remarks upon the 
advantage of an early education in the princi- 
ples of religion, becaufe I have myfelf moft 
happily experi,enced it. Since I owe to the ear- 
ly care of a moft excellent woman, my mother 
(whofc charaifter I dare fay you are no ftran- 
ger to) that bent and bias to religion, which, 
with the co-operating grace of God, hath at 
length brought me back to thofe paths of peace, 
from whence I might have otherwife been in 
danger of deviating for ever. The parallel be- 
twixt me and Colonel Gardiner was in this in- 
ftance too ftriking not to affed me exceedingly. 
I hope, therefore, you will pardon me for men- 
tioning it to you. I fliould alfo beg your 
pardon for delivering fo freely my fentiments 
of your book, could I imagine that fpeaking 
truth would be ofFenfive to a lover of truth, 
and did I not think that general praife, or a 

total 
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tottl iilence on this occafion was inconfifteilt 
with the charader of a friend ; a charader which 
I am ambitious of deferving at your hands. 

I know you will expeA to hear (bmething 
from me about the work, (Obfervationa upon 
Celfus) which you recommended to me fo ear«* 
neftly, when I had the pleafure of feeing you at 
Northampton. At prefent I can only iay, that 
I intend to try what I can do upon that fub- 
jeft, with the ai&ftance which you fo kindly of- 
fered me, as ibon as I have rid my hands of 
fome papers^ which have lain by me many years, 
and which I am now reviiing and preparing for 
the pre(s: the Tranflations of fome Odes of 
Pindar, and fome other pieces, both in verfe 
and profe, tranilated from the Greek: to all 
which will be prefixed a diflertation on the 
olympick games, which yet wants (bmething of 
being finiflied. Though 1 look upon thefc fub- 
Jedts as mere trifles in comparifon with the o- 
ther, yet I am fenfible they have a weight, in- 
deed too great a weight, in the opinion of the 
world. 

Hs nugs feria ducent 
In bona, laudatum feme], acceptumque benigne. 

Works of this kind fometimes gain a man a 
reputation and authority, which may ferve him 
upon better and more ufeful fubjeds. You 
will oot think I am either too vain or fanguine 
in my cxpcftations, when I tell you, that thefe 
papers have pafled their examination, and re- 
ceived 
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ceivcd the approbation of Mr. Lyttelton, the 
beft critic, die beft friend, and the bed man 
in this world. When I was in town .with him, 
I receivied a vifit from Mr. Pilkington, and in- 
troduced him to Mr. Lyttelton, who, as well as 
myfelf, was much pleafed with his behaviour, 
which was that of a modeft, ingenious nun : in- 
quiring of him, I found I had been under a 
miftake in fuppofing him to be the author of a 
book of poems, publifhed in Ireland, which I 
mentioned to you: but they, it feems, were 
written by another gentleman of the fame name, 
and entirely unknown to him. I thought pro- 
per to undeceive you upon this point, becaufe 
I had done him the injuftice of fpeaking of 
him to you as the author of that book, which 
in my opinion, can be of no great credit to 
him. I have frequent letters from that admira* 
ble friend of ours, Mr. Jones,* of Alconbury, 
which give me great pleafure, as they breathe 
the true benevolent fpirit of chriftianity, and 
fliew him at the fame time to be a man of 
parts and learning. He hath given me fomc 
infight into his fchemc, mentioned in a letter 
of his to you, communicated to me by Mr. 
Lyttelton, and has promifed me a fuller deline- 
ation of it, which I exped with fome impati- 
ence. I am glad to find that chriftianity begins 
to be fo well underftood, and taught by fo 
many men of parts and learning in all k&si 
the fruits or which appear in a candour and 

E e charity 

• Sec Letter LXXV. ' 
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charity udaRiwn (0 aH the ages ef the churchs. 
except the primil>ve> i hid aknoft (aid the a- 
pofialic age. Dcxs not thb give yioii a prop- 
ped, though perhaps ftill very diftant» of the 
compteciait of the £asoMB pro|>hocy, t]iat %eaks 
of the lion 2nd the Umb Jyk^ down together 
in the kii^dom cif die Mdffiih. Lion9 there 
have iaeea hithfariK) in att churches ; but too 
many, fiercci greedy, and Uood-thirfty lions, 
tihouj^ o&m djfgvdfed Uk^ lambs: and ibme 
faaoriis thm have beem fimple enough to diink 
ic expedient far die flodc to aflUme the habiu 
and tesrars of lioos. But I haps, they now 
bqgin to undeceive themfelves, wd to OHifider 
chriftiamty as inteocfiog to bring back the world 
to that fbte of innocence which it enjoyed be* 
fore the fall, when in one and the fame para^ 
di&t to ofe the words of Milton, 

Fri{king play*d 
AH beads of the earth, itnce wUdj and of all chaoe, 
la wood or wKderaefs, fored or den : 
Sporting the lion rampM, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid. 

To attain this happy ftate all chrifHans (hould 
unite their endeavours; and inftead of looking 
out for, and infifting upon points of difference 
and diftindbn, feek for thofe only in which 
they do or may agree. They may at leaft fow 
the feeds of peace and unity, though they fhoulcf 
not live to reap the fruits of it in this world. 
BlefTed are the peace makers^ fiiys the prince of 
peace, for they ftiall be called the children of 
God; an appellation infinitely more honourable 

than 
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than that of paftor, bifhop, ardibiflibp, patri« 
arch, cardinal or pope, atid attended with a re- 
compenfe infinitely furpaffing the richeft reve« 
nues of the higheft ecclefiaftical dignity. That 
you and all fincere chriftians may deierve this 
charader, and attain its reward, is the fincere 
and hearty wifh of. 

Sir, 
Your mofl affeftionate, humble fervant, 

G. West. 



LETTER CXL. 
From the same. 

DEAR SIR, l^ckbam, July 4, 1748. 

THAT I have fo long delayed anfwering 
your former mofl obliging letter, was 
owing to a complaint you therein made of your 
wanting time to enjoy the correfpondence of 
your friends; in whom therefore it would be 
almofl crinunal to break in upon you too often, 
and take you off from employments of fb pub- 
lick and ufeful a nature, as thofe in which you are 
engaged. I fhould however have (boner return- 
ed you my dianks for the many expreffions 
of your afieftion and regard for me, had I not 
wjdtcd for Mt. Lyttelton, whom I have feeix 
but once fmce the receipt of that letter; and 
that fbr fo Aort a time, that I had not an 
£ e 2 oppor- 
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opportunity of talkiitg with him about his meet* - 
ing you here, -or upon any other matter men* 
tionod in that letter. He promifed to call upon 
me iri about ten days after, in his way to- 
Tunbridge, and to dine with me every Tuefday, 
during his continuance there ^ but he has hither- 
to difappointed me *, by what accident I know 
not, for 1 have not heard from him fince. I 
expeft him again to-morrow-, and perhaps may 
again be difappointed ; for I underftand thai: the 
treafury is adjourned, and till that adjournment 
is over, I fuppofe he will not ftir from Tun- 
bridge. But tho* he fhould not come, yet hie 
may poflTibly write to me upon the fubjedl of 
your laft letter to him. In the mean time, let 
your coming hither be fixed for the 25th inft. 
the day you mention : on which day I will fend 
either my chair or faddlc horfes, by mne o'clock 
in the morning, to Lambet^^, to bring you 
hither; for there is no ftage coach that comes 
nearer to us than Bromley or Croydon, and they 
do liot fet out from London before two or three 
o'clock in the afternoon-, fo that by leaving you 
to come down by either of thofe conveyances, I 
Ihall lofe half a day of your company, which, 
confidering the ihortnefs of your intended ftay 
here, is to me an article of fome importance; 
befides, by the conveyance I propofe, you .will 
come more eafily and more pleafantly. There 
is but one inn at Lambeth; I think it is the 
white lion, and there my horfes fliali wait for 
you. Should any unexpe^ed incident arife to 

occafioit 
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occafion an alteration in this plan, you iHallbe 
fure to hear from me In time. 

I fhould now return a diftindl anfwer to the 
feveral particulars contained in your laft and your 
former letters, but as I am unwilling to trefl 
pafs too much upon your time, I (hall defer 
doing It till 1 have the pleafure of feeing you 
at Wickham; and content myfelf at prefent with 
afluring you in general, that 1 fet a very high 
value upon your friendfhip; and that I look 
upon your joining any thing of mine to your 
works, and thofe of Archbifhop Leighton, as a 
great honour done to me; and fhall rejoice with 
you, if I can contribute, thoV in ever fo finall 
a degree, to the glorious enterprifc of promot* 
ing catholick chriftianity : for an enterprife it is 
of great difficulty, and very little hope, if car- 
ried on by human means alone: I would not 
be underftood by this, to fuppofe that God 
either has been, or will be wanting on his part. 
All, who will attend to it, may perceive his 
good Spirit operating in thofe who are. engaged 
in this labour of love, 16 direftly contrary to 
the ipirit of this world, which is fenfual^ carnal^ 
and felfifh. What I would fay is, that the 
multitude, the bulk of mankind is fo divided 
into feds and parties, and fo attached to them 
from prejudice, ignorance, and intereft, that it 
feems as if nothing lefs than a ftriking and al- 
moft miraculous operation of the divine grace 
could convert their hearts to that unity of fpirit 
JE^ e 3 and 
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and bond of peace, which we pray for every 
day in our liturgy. 

When I had written thus far I was inter- 
rupted by company, and as foon as they were 
gone, had the pleafiire of a vifit from Mr. Lyt- 
tdton, who defired me to tell you, with his 
afieAtonate compliments to you, that the day 
you have named will fuit very well with hia 
convenience; that he will meet you here on the 
Tuefday, and carry you to town with him, either 
that night, or, if he can brbg his heart and 
his bufine(s to fiifier him to lie here, the next 
morning. I have the pleafiupe to tell you that he 
is much better for the waters. As I was in- 
terrupted yefterday, I ihall not refume the point 
I was upon till I fee you at Wickham. I 
have not either of the boojcs, in which the 
Hynm of Cleandies is printed i but will inquire 
for them, and then tell you whether I can com» 
piy with your requeft by tranilating it I am 
weary of tvanflating, but I would willingly put 
a force upon myfelf to oblige you* Mrs. Weft 
deiives her compliments and thanks to you for 
your, kind remembrance of her. Believe mc 
to be. 

Dear Sir, 
Ever very affeftionately yours, 

G. West. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXJLl. 

$*AdM TRE SAMt. 

OftAR SfR, WidBkMi, Apiil i% 1^49.: 

THOUGH! camiot pkad ibgreaftB molcf 
tipUpky of impoitant bufioeC^ as yur are 
incumbcMd ^ii^ as an eMuft fEir not hming 
iixHi^ anfWarod your frieiidtty Jbtacr of the k^ 
Qf N<i^vcwbfr kft, yet id ss mGeiSary for me 
to fay jbmethitig bjr way of afi^gy fiHrfo^ Joaf^ 
a iiitecei «> irtach ^e ftioert regicd i We 
fi>r y«u will» I hope, give a Kttla wiUgbt. i 
qui ««iky illy,; that aU tkci.tiitey viiioh I u^aattf 
aUot for wrkingt irtidther letters or otlmr t^ings^ 
Ims tver imce aoff MttCher left me^ lirlrick ira» 
k the begintttng of 1^ Decen^rt been ebtkcir 
ly taken ii|> with rerifiiig, fyMdngi ud pus^ 
faring flsy book for tiic prefe* k is at length 
fiaiAi€4 tnd' mU be pabliihed. fometime ncaa 
week. I ihsU order DodAsy to fend you .do^wi 
by the Noitbamptoft cosl^ ona copy jfbr yoar^ 
felf, and anodter^ which. I mnft beg tke fimmr 
of yon to fend to Mrs. Ires, oo the Market 
Hill, who will convey it tD my Mother. I 
ihould not have given yoo this troiAk, had I 
known a readier way of conveying this book to 
my Mother, who has taken up har nefidence 
with my iifter at Meres-Afhby, to which place 
I am at prefent ignorant how to fend any 
thing, unleis by the way o£ Nprtharapton. I 
E e 4 am 
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«n extremely delighted at having got rid of 
tiiis book, which has Ijuh upon my hands, and 
what is worfe, upon my mind, for above this 
year and half, as I now coniider myfdf at li- 
berty, and mafter of my own thoughts and 
time, which I hope for the future to eniploy 
more profitably, at leaft to myfelf, either iii 
converfing and correfponding with my friends, or 
in applying myfelf to ftudies, which the prefent 
torn of my mind, and time of my life, more- 
incline me to.— But I (hall fay no more of this 
Qiatter, having talked with you before upon the 
fame fubjeft. I thank you (for I fuppofe I 
am to thank you) for Mr. Hervey's Medita* 
tions, which bdpoik the author to be both a 
man of parts, and a good chriftian: two cha^ 
raders which will gain him efleem both in this 
world, and the next too. Having been fo much 
taken up of late,. I have not yet looked into 
the third volume of your Family Expofitor. I 
intend to get it when I go to town 5 and afTure 
myfelf from the knowledge I already have of 
you and your writings, that I (hall find both 
pleafure and infbuftion from perufing it I 
fincerely rejoice in every nsw acceflion of hap- 
pinefs and joy that befals you. May you and 
Mrs. Doddridge continue to improve each other's 
felicity, by mutually beftowing on each other 
all the pleafurcs which wedded friend/hip is ca- 
pable of producing. I am glad that your vifit 
to Wickham has, as you tell me, left a pl^fl 
iiig relifh upon your mind. 

When 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGfi, 4+t 

^ay 8, 1749.' 
When I wag got,fo farl was taken with the 
gout in toy right hand, from which I am but 
jiift jaoagh recovered to tell you that the books 
above-mentioned will come down to you this 
week, and to aflure you that I am with great 
•fteera, 

. Dear Sir, 
Your aflfe^ionate fiiehd, and humble lervant, 

G. West. 

When 1 am better able to write, you (hall 
hear further from me. 



LETTER CXLII. 
From thb samb. 

DEAR SIR, Wickham, Jane $7^ ly^^ 

THOUGH I have for fome time reco- 
vered the ufe of my hand, yet the fud* 
den changes of the weather almoft from one 
extreme to another,, Extremes by change more fierce^ 
threw me back a little, and rendered my ad- 
vances to an entire recovery more flow than 
they would have otherwife been*, and this muiib 
be my excufc for . not fooner anfwering yoijr 
laft kind letter : though I think^ . that haying 
fupplied you with enough of my writing to 
laft you even longer than the time which has 
paiTed flnce my receiving yours, 1 might have 

held 
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held my hand, and fpared you for a Jonger 
ieafibn^ which probably I ihould have done, out 
gf indQlgpnoe to myftif at leaft, as I am to» 
iniblent to love m:ittDg,r had I not thought it 
jfeoeflaty^ \kfon the iatimatkm of your knenti^ 
on to ip^ vac a; vafit at Wickham, td wpqpmnt 
you, that I fliaU be extremely glad to fep.yan^. 
having many things to tall^ with you about, and 
to coofiiit yoa upoi^; ip that I am n^oiced to 
hcaVf that: yoa defigti me the pleafiire of your 
company for a longer fpace than your bu£ne(s 
would albw you td give me laft year. I hope 
therefore^ you will carry this part of your pro- 
mi& alfi) in your mind, and fo order your af- 
fidrs as to be able to perform it to my latis- 
faftion. The Archbifhop is not yet fettled at 
Croydon, and I believe will not refide there be- 
fore next fummer; however he will be there 
ibmetimes incognito, when I fhall endeavour to 
catch him, and acquaint him with your inten- 
ti«i of w^ting upon him there. 3ut I muft 
beg the favour of you to inform me^ as Qmn 
as you can, about what time you propofe com- 
mg this way, ^that I may be Aire to be at 
kerne: for I have fome thoughts of making a 
journey, for a fliort time, into Northampton- 
iiira, to pay my duty to that excellent womaa 
siy Mother; at which time, if you are then in 
tbolc parts, I AaH certainly call upon you: but 
as no time is fixed for my journey, and all times 
between this and the latter end of Auguft are equal 
to me, I ihall r^ulate my motions by yours, 

which 
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which I do not intend to rdb^ by giving 
you this information: for perhtps, if younetiico 
diredly to Northnmpton, I may a^compii,py you 
thither: but I will not fettfe this till I he^ 
{torn you. I have not ieea Mr. Lyttf Itpn ibcc 
I had your letter. He ha» been much taken 
up with very i^^portant afiairs, parliament^ SK9 
and fettling matters in order to a ieconid i|iar«r 
rage. The kdy he has pitched upon« i3 Mii^ 
Rich, the eldeft daughter of Sir Robert Rich: 
ihe was an intimate and dear friend of hi$ for^ 
mer wife, which is fomc kin^ of proof of her 
merit) I mean of the goodneft of Jber heirt, for 
that is the chief merit which Mr. Lyttelton 
efteems*, and I hope, (he will not in this dis- 
appoint his expectations: in all other points fhe 
is well fuited to him; being extremely well ac- 
compliHied in languages^ muiick, painting, &c. 
very fehlible, and well bred. I thought this 
fhort account would be acceptable to you, who 
intereft yourfelf fo nrach in every thing that 
concerns Mr. Lyttelton. 

I am glad to iind, that what you have read 
of my bo€4c hatth met with your apprekatif n : 
though I cannot but obferve, thaC your impa- 
tience t^ look inco it, fkews that you came to 
it with a fkvourable pre)ucfice; which, though 
it might bias yoor opinion, is however a proof 
of your friendft)ip for the author, and as fiich 
was very agreeable to nie : Uius fum laudari^ 
(and I will add) ei amari a Iduda/a viri. I hiWt 
received and read your dedication tp Mr. Her* 

vcy» 
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vcy, with which I was indeed, as you very 
rightly imagined I fliould be, very much pleafed: 
and I doubt not, but I fliall have the fame {a- 
tisfkdion from the perufal of your fermon, 
which r have not yet received. But I ihall fay 
Ho more at prefent upon thefe and many other 
points, which I want to talk with you upon^ 
as I hope foon- to have the pleafure of feeing 
you here. In the mean time afTure yourieU^ 
that I love, honour^ and efteem you, and that 
I am. 

Dear Sir, 
Very fincerely and aflfeftionately yours, 

G. West. 



LETTER CXLllI. 
From th£ same. 

DEAR SIR, TunbridgcWclls, July 18, 1750. 

THE date of my letter will inform you, 
that I am gone from home, and fuggcft 
to you at the fame time, the rcafon of my 
peregrination. I was advifed to try what the 
waters of this place would do towards the re- 
covery of my legs, and I accordingly came hi- 
ther laft Friday, and began drinking them laft 
Sunday, being farther encouraged , by the advice 
d an old phyfician, who undcrftands the nature 

of 
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of thefe medicinal ftreams. I am fenfible you 
lore me well enough, to exhort me to continue 
the ufe of them, upon the hopes given me of 
their being ferviceable to me. But I cannot reflcft 
upon the ardor and fincerity of your zffeStion 
for me, without being exceedingly concerned at 
being thus neceflitated to difappoint myfelf of the 
great pleafure I propofcd from the vifit you pro- 
mifed to make me at Wickham the latter end of this 
month : efpccially as I am afraid, by your own ac* 
count, that I muft not hope for the fatisfaftion 
of feeing you till about this time twelve-month : 
an interval which I cannot think upon without 
a very feniible afflidbion ; for I love and honour 
you very fincerely. I cannot invite you to this 
place, becaufe I have no accommodations for 
you, being myfelf a gueft to General Onflow; 
though I ihould at the fame time be much 
pleafed to enjoy your fociety here, where, though 
there h a great crowd, there is but little con- 
verfation that is either pleafing or profitable; 
and I believe, could it fuit with your conve- 
nience, you would not be difpleafed to meet 
with Mr. Lyttelton and me together. He, you 
know, is here, but will leave this place, and 
return to London about the time you propofed 
coming to Wickham ; there, he bids me tell 
you, he flxall be glad to fee you; and thou^ 
I cannot have that pleafure, yet I rejoice that 
you may by this means have an opportunity of 
making up to yourfelf the lofs of that fatisfac- 
tion, which you were pleafed to tell me you 

expeded 
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txpt^A i» agofy at Wkkham. Mrs. WeA k 
BDt frkh me, mnatket atticle of tffiiftkm to me* 
She goes, I belief to Lady Cobham. How 
hmg 1 fliaU hBf here I camxit tell : that muft 
be detennined by the effbAs which the waters 
saay hswt xspaHL me: and of this I am as yet 
ftcm no judgment. Adieu, I am going out to 
dSamer^ and iherefcre itioft coachide, left I ihouUI 
kxfe tlut poft, and thereby niik the opportumty 
cf infen&otg yoo time enough of my abfence 
fiom home. My comings hither was occafioned 
by a Tifit iirom Genetal Onflow, who called up* 
on me in his way to diii^ pltce, and preflled me 
in (6 kind a manner to be with him at Tun« 
bridge, that I took the refblution of trying thc^e 
waters {o iiiddenly, that I had not time to ac* 
quaint you with it fooner. Believe me to be» 

Dear Sir, 

Widi the utmoft cordiality, 

ever moft afiedtionately yours, 

G. West. 



LETTER 



TSE REV. DR. DOjynRlDCt: 441 . 

LETTER CXLIV. 
FftoM rtn, sAMEi 

DBAR SIR, Wickham, Nov. 2, i75<w 

1 Write this to inquire after your health, and 
to inform you of my own; which I know 
you will be pleafed to hear is better, than wheiv 
you faw me at Tunhridge, and even than it 
has been thefe many years. My ankles gather 
flxength daily, and the phyficians encourage me' 
to hope, that they will recover in time, and by 
drinking the Tunbridge waters again, to which 
they advifc me to return the next feafon. Whilft 
I was ac Tunbridge, I was perfuadcd by Mr. 
Nafh, into a refolution of going to Bath this 
winter ; but I have been diverted from it by 
the advice of Dr. Wilimot, and another phyfi- 
cian, whom I confulted afterwards. I have hither- 
to escaped the gout, though it is ufed gene- 
sally to make me a vifit at this feafon of the 
year J and 1 begin to hope, I fhall go through 
the winter without a fit, as it has made one or 
two efforts, favoured by the changes of the 
weather, and a violent cold, but without being 
able to regaitt its okl quarters, or even fb much 
as make a k>^ement. Upon this account of 
the ftate of my health, you will naturally afk 
what I have been doing? to which I muft an- 

fwer 
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fwer in the negahvCj not writing. I have been 
Utherto kept in uncertainty with relation to my 
journey to Bath*» and therefore have negleAed 
getting the books neceflary for my proceed- 
ing in my intended remarks on Celfus: to 
which I propofe adding fome upon the objefti- 
ons of Porphyry aqd Julian, if upon perufing 
Cyprian and Eqfebius, in whofe woilcs I un- 
derftand they are prefervcd, I fliall think them 
conducive to my defign. As I doubt not but 
you have read them, I ihall be glad to be in- 
formed by you, if you think it will be worth 
my while to coniider them. Thefe books the 
Archbifbop very civilly offered to lend me from 
the Lambeth Library, and even to bring them 
to Croydon for me; but as at that time I in- 
tended to go to Bath, I deferred accepting his 
kind offer till after my return; but I defign 
now to write to him for them. He fpoke to 
me very handfomely of you, and commended 
much your fermon on the guilt and doom 'of 
Capernaum: and upon my mentioning to him, with 
the approbation they deferve, your friend Mr. 
Barker's fermons, he in his turn recommended 
to me, with the higheft encomiums, the fermons 
of Mr. Abernethy. Now I have mentioned Mr. 
Barker, I muft defire you to acquaint him, in 
my name, that I have read his fermons with 
equal profit and pleafure, and that had I known 
how to dired to him, I would have thanked 
him by letter for his very acceptable prefent; 

and 
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ftnd aflure him that it was a real concern to me^ 
that we ihould be £[> long at Tunbridge to- 
gether, and yet iee fo little of one another, 
I do not remember that I had ever one . quar* 
ter of an hour's converfation with him after 
you left Tunbridge: for he never came upon 
the walks, at lead while I was there; and I 
was too lame to wait upon him at his own 
lodgings, neither did I know what were his 
ieifure hours. 1 hope for, and fliall be very 
glad of fome future opportunity of improving 
the finall acquaintance with him, to which I am 
obliged to you for introducing me, as I am 
alfo for the kind, though ihort, vifit you made 
me at Tunbridge, which I value as a certain 
evidence of your friendfliip and regard for me. 
You told me, as I remember, that there was a 
pbflibility of your being called to town towards 
the latter end of this year, to put the remain- 
der of your Family Expofitor to the prefe. 
Should you come, I hope you will find time 
enough for a vifit to Wickham; from whence, I 
believe, I fhall not ftir this winter. I find by 
an advertifement, that you are engaged in a new 
work. How do you find time for the variety 
of bufinefs you have taken upon you ? and how 
fhall I excufe myfelf for interrupting you with 
fo long a letter? I will conclude it with de- 
firing you not to anfwer it, but when you can 
fiftd convenient Ieifure; which at the fame time 
1 know not how to wifh you, fince the pub- 
lick (and I among the reft) are fo much bene- 
F f fitcd 
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fited by your occuptdons. I (hall take the re- 
maining volumes of the Family £xpo(itor» &c. 
^c. as a full and fufficient anfwer. Believe me 
to be, 

Dear Sir, 

Very afFeftionately yours, 

G. West. 

Mrs. Weft joins with me in compliments to 
yourfelf and Mrs. Doddridge, who I hope, with 
the reft of your family are in good health. 



LETTER CXLV. 

From thx same. 

DEAR SIR, London, April 26, 1751. 

MRS. Weft and I have been in town this 
month, attending upon the inoculation 
of our dear boy, who, I thank God, has got 
happily over a diftemper which might probably 
have been fatal to him, had he taken it in the 
natural way; as with all the care and precau- 
tion ufually taken in inoculation, he had it 
pretty full : but he is now well, and is like 
to bear but very few, if any marks of that 
great fpoiler of the human face divine. You 
will not, I am perfuaded, be at all furprifed^ 
that I did not write during the anxiety, which 
the ficknefs of a dear and good fon muft ne- 

ceflariJy 
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ceflarily have brought upon me, and therefore 
you will excufe my not anfwering your laft kind 
letter (boner. That I have not returned any 
anfwer to the former was owing partly to my 
being taken up with finiihing my Canto, and 
partly to a fit of the gout, which though gen- 
tle, yet di&bled both my hands for fome time; 
and from which I was not entirely recovered^ 
when I firft came to town : but I am now quite 
well, as is alfo Mr. Lyttelton, who was indeed 
brought very low by a fever, into which he 
relapfed more than once : but quiet, ' a little 
country air, and the warm weather have reftored 
him to his former health. But though I have 
been fo long in town, yet I have feen very 
little of him, he being fo much engaged in bufi- 
nefs of one kind or another, that I can never 
hope to find him, but at thofe hours, in which 
I am feldom out. I called upon him yefterday 
morning, and was told that he was gone out 
to take the air, and that he was very well. 
I am this day going tp Wickham for a few 
days, for the fake of a little pure air and tran- 
quility, neither of which are to be had in town. 
I fhall return on Monday. I am glad my Can- 
to pleafed you-, though to tell you the truth 
I expeded no lefs. You are a lover of the 
author, as well as of virtue and religion, and 
muft therefore be difpofed to read it with a 
favourable, if not a partial eye. I muft how- 
ever corredb one erratum in your letter. You 
feem to have miftaken Pasdia, who does not 
F f a make 
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make her appearanGt in dus Canto, fbr Britaa« 
nia, who fpeaks the words you attude to. This 
you will perceivo^ if you attend to the Knight* s 
addrefe to her : Fmr ^nd Princefs^ Ejmprefs 9f 
4he mmny &c. I have not time to add any 
more, but that I rgoice at the flourifhing ftate 
,of your academy, as I do at every thing that 
.tends to the increafii^ your happtneft and credit^ 
&c. as being ever. 

Dear Sir, 

Very affedionately yqprs, 
• G.. Wjbst. 



LETTER CXLVI. 
From the buhop of Worcester,* 

REV. SIR, Spring.Gardcns, Feb. ao, 1748. 

THE conftant engagements of the worthy 
phyficians at Worceftcr, have delayed the 
Appendix, which wa$. jnepared there, and by 
this means the enclofed Sermon has been fo 
long (though perhaps now too foon) in mak- 
ing its appearance in the world, and requesting 
your indulgent acceptance : you know the fud- 
den occafion of my preaching. If it pleafe 
God to difpofe the hearts of thoie who are 
able to give us proper aiTiftance, we may rea^ 
fonably hope to raife the number of our beds, 

* Dr. Maddox. 
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in our Infirmary, to fifty, as we have houfe- 
room for that purpofe. 

I am bufy with the little traft again ft that 
growing evil Popery, which 1 fhall take the 
liberty to trouble you with. The grievous dit 
regard to religion in general fumiflies too' ftir 
an opportunity to be ncgleded by vigilant and 
(ubtile adverfaries. But as it has now pleafed. 
God to give us peace abroad, every ierious atid^ 
dunking perfoii muft wifli, that ibme 'eflEeftual 
methods may be put in execution, wWck will be 
likely to have a proper influence upon the in* 
duftry, the morals, the religioD of the people of 
this nation ; at the fame time that aH endeavours 
are u&d by the ftrifteft oeconomy, I was going 
to fay pai^ony, to lefifen the heavy weight of 
publick dd)t, which while it continues, muft be 
a fatal load, tf our enemies ihould in any fhape 
attack us. 

Should any bufineis call you to town while 
I am here, I (hould be truly glad to wait up- 
on you ; but I ftill indulge myfelf in the hopes 
of feeing you next fummer in Woroefterihire, 
being very truly, with great refpeft. 

Sir, 
Your very fudiful humUe fervant, 
Isaac Worcistsr. 



F f 3 LETTER 
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LETTER CXLVII. 

Fkom the same. 

REV. SIR, Hardeborjr, Nor. 21, 1748. 

IT WIS with much concern I heard lately from 
our friend Mr. Lyttelton^ upon my in- 
qmring after you, (whidi I am glad to do up- 
on all oocafions) that you had rocehred no 
anfiier to your laft letter to me. 

I am fure I thought myfelf much obliged to 
you for that letter, and foon made my acknow- 
ledgmeolB; wUch I can the more depend up- 
on, becanfe I marie upon the back of letters, 
mfoxnJk and find this is ib marked. How- 
ever, I would by no means be wanting in afl 
foring you of my hearty refpeOs and thank- 
fulneis for the trouble you have fo kindly 
taken* 

I have been obliged to go to Briflol fince I 
left London, and upon my return hither in 
Auguft, fet out in a little time for Yorkfhire, 
to vifit an aged relation, who was very defirous 
to fee me and my family. I have therefore, 
not made fuch progrefs in the plan I troubled 
you wd Dr. Bifh6p with, as I wifhed, and ftiil 
hope to do, when I come to town, which I pur- 
pofe (Deo voUnu) to do in the week before 
Chriftmas. 

Since I returned from the north I have been 
a good deal out of order-, but am now, I 

thank 
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thank God, much better. My phyfician im- 
puted my complaints to a coJd, he thought I 
took by preaching upon St. Luke's day, for 
our Infirmary at Worcefter; the dean, who had 
engaged to preach, being called up to Wind- 
for to attend his only fon, taken ill of the 
fmall pox. Indeed it was a very bad day, which 
hurt the charity as well as me. Though, I 
thank God, we go on very well, and have hired 
an adjoining houfe, in order to make new beds. 
I do not know how it is in your part of 
the kingdom, but I have feen and heard of 
many places, where a fpirit of difaffedion is 
very infolent, as well as ungrateful, after the great 
lenity that has been fhewn, infomuch that 
no one contributor to, or encourager of the 
late rebellion has fo much as been called to 
account. 

The papifts are ftill very bufy in making, I 
fhould rather fay, procuring converts. I need 
not, I hope, fay how thorough an enemy I am 
to every degree of perfecution, and therefore 
leave it to the civil power to confider how fkr 
the government is concerned in fuch converfions, 
where every profelyte becomes an enemy (fre* 
quently a zealous one) to the proteftant fucce/fion, 
and a fure friend to the pretender. About 
fourteen years ago, the papifts printed and di(l 
perfed a little trad, called, a Raman CathoUck*s 
Reafons why he cannot conform to the Proteftant Re- 
ligion. There was foon publi(hed an anfwer to 
it, entitled, a Proteftant*s Reafons w/y he cannot 

F f 4 turn 
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turn Papift^ which met with fome approbation 
from feveral hands, and in particular the late 
Biihop of London, and the then Archbifhop 
of York, who difperfed great numbers of them. 
This little trad has been lately reviewed, and 
will be republifhed foon after Chriftmas. It is 
a plain thing, intended for the lower kind of 
people : and as it will come within the allow- 
ance of a frank, I ihall convey one to you. 

As we had not the pkafure of feeing you in 
Worcefterfhire this fummer, I hope we may 
expeft that fatisfaftion the next; but if in the 
mean time any bufineis (hould call you to Lon- 
don, while I am there, I fhould be very glad 
to wait upon you in Spring«-Garden^ being, with 
real rcfped,. 

Rev. Sir, 

Your very faithful humble fervant, 

Isaac Worcester. 

When you fee Dr. Stonhoufe, pray prefent 
my bcft refpefts to him. 



LETTER 



THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 457 

LETTER CXLVIII. 
From the bishop of London** 

REV. SIR, . Temple, March 2^ 1749. 

IT was with great pleafurc and fatisfa6kio«, 
that I received and read your very excel* 
lent and very feafonable Sermon, publifhed up 
on the occafion of the late earthquakes. I pray 
God, it may have a due * influence upon the 
minds of all who read it ; and I wiih all would 
read and confider it* 

Though I am a ftranger to your perfon, yet 
I am not fo to your charader and abilities^ 
which I have been made acquainted with by 
many, and particularly by my worthy friend Dr. 
Grey. 

Whatever points of difference there are be- 
tween us, yet I truft, that we are united in an 
hearty zeal for fpreading the knowledge of the 
gofpel, and for reforming the lives and man- 
ner^ of the people according to -it. I have liv» 
ed long enough to know by experience the truth 
of what we are taught, '^That there is no o- 
ther name by which we may be faved, but the 
name of Chrift only." I have feen the true 
fpirit, and the comfortable hopes of religion, 
loft in the abundance of fpeculation, and the 
vain pretences of fetting up natural religion in 
oppofition to revelation i and there will be little 

hopes 

• Dr. Sherlock. 
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hopes of a reformation, till we are humble 
enough to be willing to know Chrift and him 
crucified. 

In this neceflary and fundamental point, I 
am fully perfuaded we do not difagr^e -, and I 
eameftly b^ of God to blefs our united en- 
deavours to make his ways known. Recommend- 
ing you and your chriftian labours to his gra- 
cious protedion, I am. 

Sir, 
With great truth. 
Your affedtionate and humble fervant, 
Thomas London. 



LETTER CXLIX. 
F&OM DR. Cotton.* 

St. Alban's^ April, zg, 1749. 
DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 

I Am very much obliged to you for your late 
tender inftances of condefceniion and friend- 
(hip. The comfort and advice, which you moft 
kimlly adminifter, are extremely acceptable ; and 
I heartily pray God to give them their due 
weight. For my own part, I am, and have 
long been, abimdantly perfuaded, that no fyftem, 
but that of chriftianity is able to fufbun the 

foul 

* An eminent phyfidan at St. Alban's^ in Hertford(hire» 
and author of the Vi£ons^ the Firefide, and fome other 
▼eiy pleafing poems. 
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foul amidft all the difficulties and diftrefles of 
life. The confolations of philofophy only, are 
Ipecious trifles at bcft, all cold and impotent 
applications indeed to the bleeding heart! But 
the religion of Jefus, like its gracious and be- 
nevolent author, is an inexhauftible fburce oJF 
eomfort in this world; and gives us the hopes 
of everlafting enjoyment in the next. 

I prcfume humbly to hope, that the Supreme 
Being will fupport me under my affliftion ; and 
I moft earneftly intreat, that he will fanftify 
my forrows to every gracious and good pur- 
pofe. 

What the mind feels upon fuch a painful 
divorce, none can adequately know, but they 
who have had the bitter experience of this (ad 
folemnity. However, delicate and worthy minds 
will readily paint out to themfelves ibmething 
unutterably foft and moving upon the fepara- 
tion of two hearts, whofe only diviiion was their 
lodgement in two brcafts. 

I am exfa^mely indebted to your lady, for 
her kind fympathy with me in my ibrrows, and 
the only return, that I can make either to 
herfelf or her confort, is my hearty prayer, that 
the diflblution of their happy union, may be 
at a very diftant period. I am with the higheft 
rfteem. 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

H. Cotton. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CL. 
From the rev. mr. Hildesley,^ 

REV. SIR, Jane 7, 1750, 

THE fame reafon that fuipended my firft 
addrds, which I had long fince intend- 
ed to have taken the liberty of maldi^ to you, 
T^ protrafted alfo the acknowledgments due 
for your kind favour of the lath of Odober, 
17499 ^^^* niy unwillingnefe to intrude upon 
your attention, which is always fo miich better 
engaged than it can be by any thing I have 
m my power to ofier to you : not chat I caa 
wholly acquit myfelf of culpaUe nogloSt^ when 
I confider your kind invitation and encourage- 
ment to write to you again. But mdtcd9 Sir, 
I can by no means allow myfelf to think, I 
am worthy of fuch a corre^ndent las Dr. Dod« 
dridge, even if he had more time to beftbw 
upon me than he has. I have, tis true, the 
honour of being diftinguifhed by a very high 
and important truft, in the care of a large flock ; 
which, not by any perfonal merit or favour^ 
but by lot in the rotation of vacancies of the 
college livings, I was removed to from my 
fellowfhip about twenty years fince, yet, how 
unequal to it, alas ! when I confider, I am a- 
fraid, and afhamed to fay. All my comfort is, 
that, as in general eftimation the temporal emo- 
lument 

* Late Biihop of Sodor and Man. 
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lumcnt is too difproportioned to the extent of 
the fpiritual charge, a perfon of greater abilities 
would probably fcarce have confented, (I had 
like to have faid fubmitted) to the undertak- 
ing. — I muft beg leave to attribute your com- 
pliment (for fuch I muft call your writing me 
the ingenious, of which you never could have 
received any evidence) to that habitually cour* 
teous and civil manner of treating all mankind, 
which, I have heard, you are remarkable for. 
It is enough for me, that I admire and relilh 
your writings. Sir ; as I fincerely do, for their 
genuine and judicious piety : at the fame time, 
I am as ready as you, to give the chief glory 
where it is due — to the great author and foun- 
tain of all that is wife and good. For though, 
when at every turn, we praife the brightnefs, 
or rejoice in the genial warmth of the fun, we 
chance not in fo many words as often to men- 
tion him that made it what it is, yet the con- 
nexion or implication always accompanies the 
mind that is ufed to contemplate* the works 
of the Almighty. As God has been pleafed 
to make you an inftrument of much good, all, 
who are the better for you, will, I dare fay, 
never fidl to be thankful to him wh^ has raifed 
you up; and I do, among many more, pray 
for the continuance of your life and health, fo 
far as it is confiftent with divine wifdom to 
prolong them: and then, I think, the reft will 
follow,— -that you will continue to do good, 

and 
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and be a xnoft ufeful member of chriflian fj- 
cxety. 

I am heartily aihamed of, and -beg pardon 
for the trouble I gave you in defiring an ac- 
count from you, of what you had publifliedi 
which I might readily have obtained from your 
bookfeller: and what you had in defign was 
furcly a ftiil more impertinent and inexcuiable 
queftion, from a perfed ftranger. However, it 
has produced a farther proof of your great and 
obliging condefcenfion, for which I abundantly 
thank you. 

I am not infenfible of the number of worthy 
and iignificant correfpondents you muft needs 
have: and which ftill enhances the favour of 
your writing fo long a letter, to fb obfcive and 
little a man as I am, who have no fort of title 
to any notice from any part of the literary 
world. 

In the great building of the Church of Chrift, 
all the conftituent materials are not fitted alike 
for pillars or chief corner ftones; nor are all, 
who are appointed to direft and overfee the 
work, equally quab'fied to be matter builders or 
principal agents; but as every one, according to 
his place and appointment, may be more or 
lefs proper and neceflary, fo, I truft, by a dili- 
gent application of my moderate talents, (though 
1 be only fit to carry mortar to the head work* 
men) I may in fome refpefts be ufefully em- 
ployed ; and through the abundant mercy and 
favour of the infinitely gracious proprietor, re- 
ceive 
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ceive my proportion ^f wages at the great day 
of reckoning.' 

I am extremely obliged to you, dear Sir, for 
your ardent prayers for the fuccefs of my ml- 
niftry ; the large ihare of prudence and difcre- 
tion, as well as of courage and piety, requifite 
for To important a truft and employment as I 
am engaged in, I fcarce ever think on but 
with awful fear. But infufficient as I am of my- 
(elf, I know that the divine mailer, whofe I am, 
and whom I ferve, and who has hitherto won- 
derfully fupported me under, and carried mc 
through, the burden and difficulties of my fta- 
tion, is ever able and willing t6 help and affift 
all, who are zealous to advance his kingdom 
and glory. 

I muft not forget to acknowledge the favour 
of your kind invitation to call on you, in cafe 
I fhould come your way. I fhall think it a 
particular honour and fatisfaAion once in my 
life to take Dr. Doddridge by the hand; and 
fhould be glad to be fo fortunate as to be 
in London when he is there : which, I be- 
lieve will be the moft likely and favourable 
opportunity for our meeting. I ufed heretofore 
to vifit fbme friends at Coventry, and confe- 
quendy to go through Northampton -, but long 
joumies are more than I am now equal to the 
fatigue of. I hope you enjoy as good a frame 
and conflitution of body, as you do of foul. 
I think you mufl needs pofTefs the former, or 
you could never be able to exert and exerdfe 

the 
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t&e ^azzsz io cc^iaaOj ^^pd isodEuidj as yon 
dx Foe rrj "psit^ I am tender aad wakif^ 
%sd cHifBuied far Bioch. labour citbcr of bodf 
or csai: aad tfaoog^ (Gqtf be thinkBd) not 
I'-rljgi t i - k fiA^jec to itwttc illods or acnte di£- 
toBpers, ib as to be mocb intcmmted in die 
cEjccarge of injr dntj ; yet, I was, a few years 
figcc, ocaooomitai^ dqiriTed of the uie of my 
Toke fcr fix weeks; which, by reft, and proper 
appiicadoDS for a nenroiis wcaknefe (to which 
the fkiitul of the profeAoa attributed it) it 
pleaibd God tt> rcAore to me agaiiu And a- 
bating that interval, I do not remember, that 
I have been inraparitated for per f o r ming pab- 
lick duty, above one Sunday in twenty years. 

And now, good Sir, is it poffible for your 
candour to be equal to foch a degree of im-- 
pertinence, as I am feofihie, I muft appear to 
you to be guilty of, in laying fo much of oiy. 
i^lf, efpcdally when I had {o much better a 
fubjeit before mc, (I would, if your modefty 
did net forbid me to iay) I mean yourfelf and 
your writings ? 

It is now high time to releafe you, which 
without farther apology I ihall do^ by fubicrib- 
ing myfelf. 

Worthy Sir, 
Your greatly obliged friend and fervant, 

Mark HiLDESLEr. 

r. S. Two lines only, certifying me of your 
forg'ivertfs of the freedom I have taken with 

you. 
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you, will probably find me at my lodgii^ at 
the wheat iheaf, ia BecUbrd-Strcet, Covent* 
Garden, London, in the fecond week of next 
month, and will be extremely acceptable. But 
fufifer me not, I beieech you, to rob the pub* 
lick of your precious time. 



LETTER CLL 
From ths dutchbss of SoutRSET.* 

SIR^ Percy-Lodge, Sept. 15^ 17^0* 

IWas yefterday very agreeably furpriied with 
the favour of yotir letter, and had purpofed 
ifmting to you by this poft, whether I had re- 

G g ceived 

• This lady, as eminent for her virtnes as her rank, 
ivas the eldeft daughter of the honourable Henry Thynne^ 
only ion of Thomas^ Lord Vifcoant Weymouth. She 
married Algemoon» Barl of Hartford, ibn of Charles 
Seymour, Duke of Somerfetv who fucceeded to the title 
nnd eftate of his father, December 2, 1748. She died 
Jnly 7» I754» leaving an only daughter, who was after- 
watds Dutcheft of Northumberland. Her Grace, as one 
obferves, appears to have been a truly piousj amiable, 
and accompliihed Lady, Mr. Thomfon, in his poem en* 
titled the Sfrim^, thus addrefles keri 

O Hsrtftrd, fitted or to llune in courts 
With nnaibded graee, dr walk the plain 
With innocence and meditatioa join'd 
In firft aflemblage, lifien to my fimg. 
Which thy own feafi>n paints ; when nature all 
h blooming, and benevolent like thee* 
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CRTsd ic or !X>t^ to letuiu you my finoot 

thinks for ths ralczble pcc^nt which oar laft 

wsggoa broczght me. I had not the jdafint 

of bdng acquainted indi any of yonr vmn^ 

t£il I was a: Bath, three years ago, widi mj poor 

Lord, vchen an old acquainCUice of mine, the 

Dovagcr Lady Hyzidford, recommended to me to 

read the Rile and Pftigreik of Religion in the Sool: 

aad I may widi great truth afliire yoo, that I 

never vas ib deeply afifcSed vidi any tlui^ I 

ever met with as with that book; and could 

net be eafy, till 1 had given one to every icr- 

vant in my houfi:, who appeared to be of a 

ierxoos turn of mind. I immediately fent for 

the two firft volumes of your Family Ezpofi- 

tor, which were the only ones out at that time^ 

and lince have got diat upon the AAs, your 

lermoos upon regenetttkin, thofe preached for' 

the peculiar ufe of young people, and in (hort 

erery thing of }-oar writing, which I could 

meet with. It is with great pleaiizre that I hear 

you are going on with the reft of the New 

Teflament; and muft b^, that yon will give me 

leave to add my name to die lift of your fob- 

(bribers: and be (b good to let me know to 

whom I ihall dire& my payment to be made. 

My dear Lord read your former volumes with 

great attention and fatisfiiftion, and frequendy 

fpoke of them as the beft books he had ever 

leen upon the (iilge^ 

I .muft now come to the moft mortifying 
and difRcult part of my letter, which is to give 

vow 
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you fome account of myfelf. And I muft begin 
by entreating you, not to afcribc to modefty or 
humility what is extorted from me by the force 
of truth. I dare not, I would not, deceive 
you, by pretending to deferve any part of the 
charafter which the partiality of my friends has 
indincd them to give me.' Nay, I am conicious, 
^at even that partiality proceeds from a natural 
fle3dbility in my temper, which I forrowfully 
experience to be one of my greateft hinderanccs 
in the purfuit of the one thing needful. An 
over great anxiety for the welfare of my friends, 
has too much occupied both my time and 
thoughts; and the afflictions, with which it has 
pleafed God to vifit me, hav6, I fear, been 
too bitterly regretted by me, and made me often* 
incapable of addrefling myfelf as I ought to 
the only fountain of comfort. Yet I truft, I 
do not deceive myfelf, when I think, I never 
once murmured againft the almighty power who 
deprived me of thofe bleffings which I was un- 
worthy of; but who has ftill fpared to me great 
comforts in a moft afFedtionate and dutiful daugh- 
ter, whofe choice in her marriage, he has mer- 
cifully direfted to one of the moft worthy men 
I ever knew, and whofe kindnefs to me does 
not fall ihort of that of the beft of ions, whofe 
lofs he repairs to the utmoft of his power by 
every mark of duty atyl aflfedlion. I think my- 
ielf happy in the offer of your prayers } and 
will beg you in a moft particular manner to 
prefcnt them at the throne of grace, that I may 
G g 2 obtain 
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obtain fbrtitade tx> ftruggle with the great eoci 
my of ibuls, and receive fanftification throndi 
the merits of oor ever bkfled Redeemer^ atti 
faith in his fuflferings and promifes; for I a- 
trcmdy need it, and extremely defire it. It is 
now time for me to put an end to this long 
letter, by a/Turing you that I am, with the 
greateft efteem. 

Sir, 
Your moft obliged and fiuthful, humble &rvaiit» 

F. SoMsasET, 



LETTER CUh 

FXOM THE SAME^ 

SIR, PcrcyLodgc, April 14^ 175 f. 

I Should much (boner have acknowledged the h^ 
vour of your letter, but fince I had the pleafiire 
to receive it, I was fb ill for two months, that I 
was not able to do any thing without being burden- 
ed and fatigued with it. I bleft God, 1 am ngyw 
gready better, though not well enough to ufe & 
much cxercife as I could wifli ; efpecially that of 
walking in my garden, which is my favourite a- 
mufement : and I was very much pleated to find, 
that Mr. Hcrvey did not think the beauty and 
fragrance of flowers a fubjeca unworthy his 
notice. I am very glad to hear, that he has 

another 
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tnother work in hand, as all he *#rites muft 
be valuable. 

I am very fony to hear that you have been 
ill. It is pity, that ficknefs or any other im- 
pediment ftiould intcmipt your labours, which 
are fo benefioially and wifely appropriated to 
the good of mankind. I have wrote twice to 
Lady Huntingdon fince I have had a letter 
from her: but a gentleman, who came from 
Briftol'laft week, told me, that ihe waa there; 
but not having the happinefs to be acquainted 
with her, he could give me no account of her 
health j which I moft eameftly pray may be re- 
flored by the ufe of thofe waters. 

The Prince of Wales's Death hat been an 
alarming ftroke to the nation* Providence feema 
to have directed the blow, where we thought 
oorielyes the moft (ecurei for .among the many 
fchemes of hopes and fears, which people were 
laying down to themielvea» this was never men? 
tioned . as a fuppofeable event. The harmony 
which appears to fubfift between his majefty and 
the Princeis of Wales, is the beft fupport for 
the fpirits of the nation under their prefent 
concern and aftonifhment. 

I will trefpafs no longer upon your time at 
prefent, than while I beg the continuance of your 
prayers, and fubfcribe myfelf, with the trueft 
regard and gratitude. 

Sir, 

Your moft obliged and faithful, humble fervant, 

F. Somerset. 
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LETTER CLIII. 
From SIR George [afterwards loroJ Ltttkltov. 



M 



DEAR SIR, Hagley, Oaober 5. 1751, 

Y concern was fo great on the acomiit 
I received from the Bifliop of Worcd^ 
ter of the ill fiate of your health, that m the 
I midft of my grief for the death of my Father, 

t when I had fcarce performed my kft duties to 

I; him, I wrote to you at Brifto!: \\hich letter, 

jj I find, you never receiveJ. I:^d:*ed, my dear 

'|| friend, there aie few loiTcs I fhoutd moreienfN 

2' biy feel than yours, if it fhould pleafe God 

*; to take you from me ; but, I tnift, he will be 

fo gracious to your familjr and your friends, as 
to prolong your life, and defer yovir tewurd for 
fome time longer; and I am perfuaded, no hu- 
man means can be found better than that which 
has been prefcribed to you of removing to Lit 
bon, and pailing the winter in that mild climate ; 
j only let me entreat you to lay by all ftudies 

while you are there •, for too much application 
(and a very little in your ftate is too much) 
I would fruftrate the benefit which we may hope 

from the change of air. The complying with 
this injundion will be the beft recompenfe you 
can make Mrs. Doddridge for all the obliga^ 
tions you have to her-, and if I have any au- 
L ■ thority with you, as I flatter myfelf I have, I 

* would employ it all to enforce this upon you, 

for 
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for I do vtriljr think your life will depend .on 
it. You have brought on your diftemper by 
too continual ftudy and labour in your fpiritual 
fundions, and an entire remiffion of mind is 
abfolutely neccflary for your recovery. I there- 
fore requeft it of you not to write the Preface 
to BoWer*s . Book : it will do more harm to 
you than good to him : the merit of the work 
will bear it up ^ainft all theie attacks ^ and as 
to the ridiculous ftory of my having difcarded 
him, the intimate friend(hip in which we con* 
tinue to live will be a fufficient anfwer to that^i 
and better than any teftimony formally given. 

My poor Father met death with fo noble a 
firmnefs, and fo aflured an hope of a blefled 
immortality, that it has raifed our thoughts a- 
bove our grief, and fixed them much more on 
the example he has left us, than on the lofs 
we have fuftained. It is alfo a comfort to us, 
that, upon his body being opened, as he or- 
dered it fhould be, we find the caufe of his 
violent pains was of fuch a nature as death alone 
could remove or relieve. 

Let me know by every mail how you do, and 
depend upon it, that if providence (hall call 
you away to the crown prepared for you, no- 
thing in my power fhall be wanting, as long as 
I live, to fhew the afFeftion I had for you in 
my regard to your widow and family, but I 
hope your life will be preferved for their fake, 
to be an ornament to the chriftian church, 
and a fupport of religion in thefe bad times. 

May 
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May God almighty grant it, and may we meet 
again with the pleafure which friends reftored to 
* each other feel after Co alarming a partitag. But 

if that be denied, may we meet in the next 
I <j world to part no tiKxrCj through his power, 

who will, I truft, blot out my offences, and 
make me worthy to be a partaker with you 
of his heavenly kingdom. 

My wife defires me to aflure you of her 
fincere and affieftionate concern for you, and fb 
do all your other acquaintance here. I am, with 
(he tendered regard and affection. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful friend and Icrvant, 

George Lytteltojc. 
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